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governing
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greatness
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passes
passed }
past
passing

pays
paying
paid
payment

payments

peaceful
peacefully

pieces
pennies

peoples

perfectly
perfects
perfecting
perfection

personally
personality

persons
pictures

places
placed
placing
plains
planes }
plans

planned

planning

plants
planting

§

plays
playing
played
player
players
playground
playgrounds

pleases

pleased
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pleasingly
pleasures

points
pointing
politically

poorer
poorest

poorly

positions

possibly

pounds
pounding

powers
powerful
powerfully

powerless

presents
presenting

presently

prices
priced

pricing sk

principles
principals }

products

profits
profited
profiting
profitable
profitably

properties

provides
provided
providing

pulls

pulling

purposes
purposely

puts
putting

qualities

quarters

quartered

quarterly

questions .. <-_cf

questioned ... i

questioning

quickly

quicker
quickest
quicken

quickens

quickening
radios

railway

railways

rates
rated
rating

rateable

reaches
reached

reaching

reads
reading
reader
readers
read
readily

ready-made

reasoned
reasons
reasonable
reasonably

reasoning

receives
received

receiving
recently

records

recording

regards
regarding

regardless
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regrets
regretted
regretting
regrettable

regrettably
regularly

relates
relating
relation

relations

remarks
remarkable
remarkably
remembers 1

members J

remembering

reports

reporting

represents
representing
representation
representative

representatives

requires
required
requiring
requirement

requirements

respects
respecting
respectful
respectfully

rests
wrests
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resting
wresting

restfulness

restlessness

results

resulting

returns
returned

returning

rights

| writes

rightly
rivers

roads
roadman

roadmen
rooms

rounds
rounding

roundly

rules
ruled

ruling

runs
running

ran

safely
safest

safety

sails }
sales
sailing

sailed




sailor

sailors

satisfactorily

saves
saved

saving

saying

says
scenes

schools
schooling
schooled
school-book ...
school-books ..

school-days
sciences
seas (See sees)

seconds
seconding
secondly
secondary
sees

seas
seeing

saw

seems
seemed
seemly
sells
cells
selling
seller

sellers

PH : WJ(PC“?DD

selves

sends

sending

sensed
senses
senseless

sensing

seriously

seriousness

serves
served

serving
services

sels

setling
SEWS }
SOWS
shillings

ships
shipped
shipping
shipment
shipments
shipbuilding
shipyard
shipyards

shortest
shortly
shorthand

shows
showed

showing
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shown J it

showroom _<'“ L
showrooms _/\’b
sides A ﬂ YRl
siding = ... L —_
! Qo
signs

. >
signed
TR QU
signing
simpler
simplest L ‘\
simply ‘—\
simplicity . ’“&“T
sirs 1 0}
sits P E
sitting r
sat e e
situations gj
sixty Lf —
sized a ...........
sizes - C)
sizing "l-’
smaller "ﬂ
smallest ‘_f
somehow

something

somewhere

SOrts

sorting

sounds LY
sounding B -
south-west

ROWS (See sews)

speaks
speaking

spends
spending

stands

standing

starts

starting

stated
stating
states
statesman
statesmen
statement

statements
stations
steeling

stealing

steels
steals

steps
stepped
stepping

stones
stony

stops
stopped
stopping
stores
stored

storing

stories

straightfor-
ward

strangest

strangely
streets
strongly
subjects

successes
successful

successfully

suggests
suggesting

suggestion

sums
summed
summing

summers

supplies
supplied
supplying

supports
supporting

surely

surprises
surprised

surprising

sweetly

sweetest

systems

S

tables

takes
taking
taken

took

talks
talking
talked

taxes
taxed
taxing

taxation

teaches
teaching
teacher

teachers

tells

telling

tests

testing

thanks
thanking
thankful
thankfulness
thankless

thanklessness
things

thinks
thinking

thirds

thoughts
thoughtful




thoughtfully

thoughtful-
ness

thoughtless-
ness

thousands

thousandth

throughout
times
today

touches
touched
touching

towards
(See trades)

towns

trading

trades }
towards

tradesman

tradesmen

trains
training

trained

troubles
troubled
troubling

troublesome
truly

trusts

trusting

tries

trying

turns
turned

turning

underground
understand
understands
un_derstand-
ing
undertake
undertaken
undertakes
undertaking
undertakings

undertook

upward
upwards

upper

uses

used

using
useful
usefully
usefulness
useless
uselessly

uselessness

values
valued
valuing
valuable

valueless

views

viewed

viewing
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voices
voiced
voicing

waists
(See wastes)

wait
(See weight)

waits
(See weights)

waiting

walks
walking
walked
walker

walkers

wants

wanting

wars

warlike

warmest
warmly
warmth
wastes
waists

wasting

watches
watched
watching
watchful

watchfulness

waters
watered

watering

watery

ways

(See weighs)
wayside
weakly

(See weekly)
weakness
week-end
week-ends
weeks

weekly
weakly

weighed
weighing

weighs
ways }

weight
wait

weights
waits

well-being
well-known

wells

whereas
wherein

whereupon
whilst
whiteness

wholesale

| wholly

widest
wider
widely
widen
widened
widens

widening
willing
willingly
willingness

windows

winters

wintering

wires
wiring
wired
wireless

wisely

wishes
wished

wishing
words

works

worked

working
worker

workers

workman

workmen

worlds

worthless

wreslts
(See rests)

wresting
(See resting)

writers

wrongs
wronged
wronging
wrongly

wrong-doing

wrote

yards

years

yearly

yourself

yourselves

23
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PHRASES
The phrases used in the shorthand pages of this book have been
formed in accordance with the following rules—

A. Phrases may be formed by the joining together of two or more
of the outlines appearing in the list of the 700 most frequently used

shorthand outlines, or derivatives of these outlines, as: L it is,

L., itis not, \.. if you, ...

etc.

e if you can, .. to our, V to turn,

B. Special phrases are used to represent very common word
groups, and sixteen points for the formation of such phrases are
listed below—

i \CHE: represented by a small tick, written either
upwards or downwards at a sharp angle:

7 in the, 2. with the, N for the, .”.. and

the, . . on the, ... pay the, |__, take the,
etc.

2. represented by writing the first part of the sign
only: > 1 can, . I am, X_. I believe,

X Iwant, ¥ I went, . Iagree.

3. HE: represented medially or finally by a short
downstroke: L\ that he may, 1A for he,

K. if he, ..q... when he.

4. MUCH: represented by strokes m and ch: a—, how
much, »—,. too much, 17 so much, M—, very
much. v7

5. WILL: represented by upward /: f 1 will, of"... you

will, & they will, X__.. it will, 3. he will.

6. US: represented by circle 5: Y. fo us, o for us,

M, 10 give us.
24

1. S-W, §-§:

8. WERE:

9. ARE:

10. BEEN, THAN,
OWN:

1. HAVE, OF:

12. NOT, TO:

13. MUST:

14. CON:

6

represented by large circle: 2. as well as,
Q.. as we have, etc.; 6 .. this is, e, is,

. Qe
Q.. 1s4as, ... assoonas.,

represented by strokes w and ray: 7. we
were, §/ they were; ar: P you were.
represented by initial hook r: ‘) .. they are.

represented by final hook n: M. have been,
J had been, \:] better than, > more than,

/ rather than, .. our own, Q... their own.

represented by final hook f/v. L. which have,
... who have, L out of, L. W numbe; of,
LL. rate of.

represented by halving and by hook n: "= /
am not, N I will not, ... I cannot, \‘1 ‘s
om0 id w10 b ot e
will not, o W cannot, A we do not,
0 we did not, .o ... you will not, .o, you

cannot, ... were not; r\ may not be;

... able to.

represented by stroke m and circle s

z:z.\must be, m\mm‘t not be.

represented by writing the outline close to the
preceding outline: “‘Z.D in connection, .Y in

~— . - . -
control, ‘L, in consideration, :/} we consider,

4‘."'4,'% continue, (a,\.,frhis company, (:} .. this
Yo

committee, ~ S.. I will comfort, ks # 0

«common, b in condition, etc.
25




15. THEIR, THERE, represented by doubling the stroke preceding
OTHER: these words: ... in their, 7 1

am sure there is, .. .c——... some other.

16. HUNDRED, represented by strokes n, th, and m respectively:
THOUSAND, 1. one hundred, 2. two hundred: 1( . one
MILLION: thousand, .2( . two thousand, &( two hundred

thousand; ... one million, ... two million.
C. Phrases shown under B may be joined, where convenient, to
other outlines: .~ / agree,m,,_ 1 agree that the: V. it will, K\ ir
will be; \s. havebeen, «\s we have been; . ‘J I do not, P 1 do

not think ; e st be, L—.\zt must be.

These rules cover most phrases ordinarily required by the short-
hand writer in general work. Further phrases are taught in the
textbooks and in The New Phonographic Phrase Book. In addition,
lists of phrases for use in the reporting of specialized matter are
available should students require them at a later stage of their study.
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KEY TO READING EXERCISES

No. |

The young man and the young woman looked even younger'?
than their years as they left the offices of Country?® Properties,
Limited, with a few “Orders to View”’ in their * hands. They were
indeed two young people, very much in* love and recently married,
and they were looking for a% house. They had been married for
just six months, and ® when they got married on that cold December
day they? had believed that they would soon find a place to® let,
and it did not seem necessary to wait for? that happy day before
setting up home together. So they'® had gone to live with his
mother, having only one'** room of their own—and they had been
very, very'* happy. It wasan old house, however, with no modern!°
changes. It was in a street lined on both sides!*® with old houses
just like it, and when April had’® come and the days grew longer
the young married people’®® all at once began to long for a little
house!? of their own, with their own things in the rooms,!8" and
with a little land at the back and in'* the front where they could
plant things and watch them®® grow. It did not seem very much
to ask, yet?'® it was something that was being asked by thousands
of? other young people. There seemed little enough hope of
their®® being able to get such a place because all the**® small houses
were for sale and not to let, and®° they had no capital.

Will, the young man, was an?®° engineer, and May, a beautiful
young person with eyes so?? clear and true, had been a maid in a
big*® boarding-house at the seaside before her marriage. Neither
of?° them had had any opportunity to save money, and to3® buy
even the smallest house it was necessary to have®? some capital to
put down for the first payment. There*® had been times during
that month of April when May®® thought that Will had lost interest
in her. He sat*? so often deep in thought and without speaking.
When she®* asked him what he was thinking about h¢ would
answer®®? shortly: “Work.” And then one day he told her the®”°
truth. The big engineering works where he spent his days®? had
set a competition for their workers. The company desired®® to cut
its operating costs and, being a forward-thinking*®® undertaking, it
believed that the workers thémselves, who had to*® do the work,
might probably be able to think of**® ways and means of improving
methods. The first prize was®® to be £500 if the best suggestion
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put*® forward seemed worth that sum. So Will had thought and?s°
thought, and had put in his own ideas for the%° improvement of
methods. The following day, he told May, thet" employees were to
learn who had won the prizes. May*®? put her hands in his, for she
saw that he*° cared very much, that he had high hopes, but she3®
could not help feeling that the £500 would®® never be theirs. She
was wrong. Will won the prize,5® and his suggestions were con-
sidered to be so outstanding that5® the directors of the company had
marked him down as®° a man worth watching.

So on that lovely day in%® June Will and May had some houses to
look over,%° houses in the country with rooms with a view. The57
first of the houses turned out to be much too® large. The house
was cheap but it was old and®** would need much money spent on it
before it would®® be any good at all. The second house, on the$!0
other hand, was too small. It was a pleasing little®®® place, very
clean and well-planned, but far too small 5%

May was beginning to have a heavy heart. Perhaps even®® with
the money in the bank it would still be®s® impossible for them to geta
house to meet their®®® requirements—and their requirements, she
believed, were so simple.

They®? walked to the third house. It was a little way®? out of
the small market town, off the principal street,*® and the road
leading to it had not been made™® up. They had to walk carefully
in order not to™° fall into the many holes that were in the road,?°
“Oh, dear, this is no good!” thought May—and then?* they saw
the house. Set well back from the road™? it was placed by itself in a
wide piece of ™ land. It was white, and the windows and doors
were™® covered with clean blue paint. The windows were low
and™ long, and the rooms inside were clean and light. The?
grounds had been well cared for.

“Oh, what a wonderful™ place!” May cried, and she knew that
she must live®® her married life in that house and in no other,810
And the hearts of those two young people were light®2° and they
seemed to walk on air as they returned®® to the property office to
put down some money and®® sign some papers. (843)

No. 2

“Words, words, words,” said a character in a well-known'® play.
So much was said, so little done. In a2° way, our life is made up of
words. It is* through words that we give expression to our ideas
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and*® through words that we can keep in touch with other’® people.
We may write the words for others to read® or we may speak the
words for others to hear,” but in either case it is through words
that we® have been able to pass on to others the thoughts® that are
in our minds.

Are words quite necessary to'™ a highly developed state of
thought? Are they necessary for'' the development of man to a
state of increased knowledge'® and comfort? Can we, indeed,
think without words? Much has® been said and written on this
last point, and some!"® writers are quick to point out that we can
think® in pictures without the use of words. Others believe that180
our thoughts are dependent upon words, that we do not!? think of
the thing itself but of the words representing'® the thing. Certainly,
if we stop at any moment and'® ask: “What was I thinking of
then ?”” we find that®® we have been using words in our thoughts.

The use®® of words is one great difference that sets man apart®®°
from other animals. It is true that most living things?*® seem to use
sounds of some sort in their life**® with one another but they do not
use language as* man does. So far as we can judge from
historical®*® records, man continued in a very early state of develop-
ment®*” until he began to speak. With the use of words®° he
developed more quickly, and when he learned to write2® down the
words his development increased at a very great®® rate. The
written word seems necessary for the wide development®® of a
people. With the written words ideas can be® passed on quickly
and knowledge, won by experience and hard?®® work, can be passed
on to others who can then®® use the knowledge for their own
purposes. At first, the®® written word could be used only by a few
as®™ it was carefully and beautifully written by hand, and one®?®
copy only existed of each piece of writing. Now, however,3°
thousands of copies of a book can be turned out®® in a very short
time, and the thoughts and ideas'® of one man can be read by
millions. This has? its dangers, of course, as well as its advantages
for®® it may happen—and we have seen it happen—that#® a person
with a powerful use of words can influence** millions of people in
the direction he desires. For words*® are powerful things: people
are moved to action by words,* they are moved to action by the
ideas expressed in" words. We know that in political life the man
who*? is most successful is generally the man with the power® to
speak well, to use words in a way that®® influences people to believe
what he says. We know that®! in business the best salesman is the
one who can®’ overcome his customers with words, who can make
them believe®® that what he has to sell is better than what® other
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people have to sell. The successful writer is not° always the one
who tells the best story but the’® one who can best use words to
express his ideas®’ and the feelings of his characters.

Nor are shorthand writers®® any less dependent upon words.
Shorthand writers depend upon words®® for their very existence as
shorthand writers, for without words®® there is no shorthand in the
sense in which we®?® understand it. Even the old picture writing
was a form®® of shorthand, for one picture had to express quite
a%? long story. The modern shorthand writer is like the success-
ful®® story writer, the successful salesman, the successful man in
political®®® life: he depends for his success upon his knowledge of%6°
words, and the use he makes of his knowledge. The®” successful
shorthand writer must understand and be able to use®® a very great
number of words, and he must know®® the words used in a very
wide field of subjects.”™

For the shorthand writer life is indeed a matter of ™ “Words,
words, words!” (713)

No. 3

The woman sat by herself in the small room ati® the back of the
house. She could hear the voices® of the people sitting together in
the large front room® and at times a few notes from a well-known#°
air would reach her from the radio set which was® always kept near
the door. Generally she liked to sit® with the others in the evening,
hearing them talk about™ the events of the day and expressing
opinions on the®® news given out by the B.B.C. The people? were
employed in such different ways and they held such'® widely
differing opinions that she, who knew little about the'? arts in any
form, believed that to sit in that'?® room was as good as going to

watch a play.’® That night, however, she continued to sit by herself

in'%® the small and rather plain back room that had been'*® used as
an office for the past thirty years. Shel® Jooked down at her hands
and saw on them signs’™ of years of hard work. Not for her were
the'®® white hands of her boarders, few if any of whom® had ever
done any really hard work in their lives.2® Her hands were red and
covered with little black lines.?® For as long as she could remember
she had had®® to work for her living, helping her mother and
afterwards®*® working in the boarding house.

That day her boarding house®° had been bought. She herself had
signed the papers that®® meant that the house would pass into other
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hands next*® month. Another woman would own the boarding
house and would* plan the meals for the boarders and would, or
s0*" she hoped, look after their comfort and well-being. Nor2%
had she any right to be upset about this because®® she herself had
put the house up for sale with®!® the announcement: ““A business for
sale in good running order.® The owner is willing to consider the
sale at a®" reasonable price of the boarding house known as High
View.®° Tt faces the sea and has room for 25%° boarders. An
interesting and profitable business for anyone willing to%o®
work.”

There were, it seemed, many people willing to work,? for letters
had been received from interested parties all over®® the country, and
she had been successful in selling the* boarding house to a young
woman who would, she thought,*® run it on the same lines as she
herself had*'® done.

Again she looked down at her red and hard-%2° worked hands.
For her the days of hard work were*® over, for the sale had brought
her a good round*® sum of money on which she could live peacefully
for* the rest of her days on earth without doing any*® work at all.
A strange end to a strange life,*” she thought. She was 13 years old
when her mother®® had died, and she had gone to live with a%®
relation who worked as a housekeeper in a small boarding-**house
at the seaside. She had become a “maid of®° all work,” running
about for everyone and getting little for® her trouble. After two
years the owner of the boarding®® house, who was very old, had
died, but the two®° of them—she and her relation—just kept on
working®® in the same way. It appeared that no one was®® parti-
cularly interested in the old woman who had died, and®" they had
found it possible to buy the house for®®® such a small sum that, with
the money paid by*® the boarders, they were easily able to make the
necessary®® monthly payments. They had, as it were, “fallen heir”’
to®1% the property. They kept the place very, very clean, and®®
they gave the boarders good food and enough of it,%® and as the
years passed they were able to buy®® the house next door and the
house next door to®? that, until in the end High View became
quite an®® important building. The property had become her own
15 years®™ ago. She had never married like other women because
the%® boarding house had been her life. Now, she was growing®®
old and there was no one to whom she could™ leave the place.
It was better sold to a young™® woman who would love it as she had
done and™ would take good care of the boarders. The voice of7
the B.B.C. announcer reached her. ‘‘And that,”” he™® said, “is
the end of the news.” (747)
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No. 4

I did not know the Blacks very well as a'® family, but I had run up
against them in the® street from time to time. They lived in a large®
old house just off the High Street. The house was? too large for
their requirements, and it was difficult to® keep warm in winter.
The bedrooms were too big, and® whed the weather was cold
people trying to find comfort™ in the sitting room might just as well
have been® in the street outside for all the warmth they received®®
from the coals burning in the little fireplace.

But the'® Blacks did not move into a smaller and newer house.*'?
It did not come into their heads to do so.** The old house had
always been their home. Father and!® mother had lived there
from the first day of their'%® married life, and the two children had
spent all their'®® days there. There they were, and there they were
likely!® to be in the years to come. Modern and new'” houses
were short in the days that followed the war,'* and Black himself
found the situation of the old place'® very satisfactory because he
ran an office in the High®® Street, and he could walk to or from his
work?1 in a matter of five minutes. This saved him time,?*° money,
and trouble, and he thought himself a very happy?*® man in this
respect.

T doubt whether I ever would®® have gone into that house had I
not offered to®® try to get some money for a “good cause” in*?
which I was at that time interested. 1 went from?™ house to house
asking for money. 1 may add that2®® 1 did not like asking other
people to give up*® their hard-won money, but, on the other hand,
130 very much desired money for my cause, and so 31 was able to
steel myself to go my rounds. Most?2 people gave willingly, a little
perhaps, but a large enough®® number of small amounts can make a
large sum, and® I was always thankful for anything down to the
last®® penny. The door of the Blacks’ house was opened by*’ a
little maid who showed me into the sitting-room.?”® It was a cold
afternoon, and the mother and the®® girl were sitting near to the
fire reading. My surprise®® must have shown itself on my face.
I looked from*® one to the other. The mother must have married
quite*!® young, for she was clearly under 40 while the girl**® was
about 17. What surprised me was that the two faces looked just
the same. Not a line showed on* the mother’s face, and her eyes,
so clear and blue,*® were no less beautiful than those of the girl.
The® faces were small and perfect in form. Never had 14 before
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seen such a remarkable likeness between two 480
different age. Yet there was a difference, and whaﬂe‘gpalledﬁ‘tf”‘erenizcil:
was! ‘Done high up on the girl’s®® head, above those blue eyes
was a wonderful mass of5!° red-gold. Where were the mod)::rr;
painters, I asked myself,**® waiting to paint this red-gold loveliness
for future people®® to look at? Such a wonderful thing should be
seen®® by all the world. It was not enough for it5° to be kept here
not known, not loved, except by®® her own family. How lon f
asked myself, could such®® colour last? It seemed to burn ang(‘i i
ha}i :he-"s"dfccling that it would burn itself out. ¢
urnec my** eyes back to the mother, with

Done®® high up on her head in the same way was“"hacrm;;::fg‘l:'twf;iz-
I looked, and not one touch®® of colour could I see. My face mus£
have expressed®® only too clearly my thoughts, for the mother
t_urned to%® me and said: ““Yes, it is very beautiful. I was®® just
hke_that once, and look at me now! All the women in Jc;
family are white before they are®® 30.” ' (671;;

No. 5

It seems to me that there are three principal ways!® in which we
can leal_'n to do things or to* understand things—looking, reading
or !u:armg. We can watch things®® done by other people ’and cop);
their movements and actions.* This is the way in whicl’l we learn
when we*® are very young. Babies, and all young animals, of
cc‘urse,‘m are very quick to copy the acts of their mothers, an’d in
t‘hlS way they learn a very great amount® in a remarka,bly short
time. We continue throughout our lives® to learn in this way, for
we are al“{ays seeing!® others do certain things in certain ways’and
then making!!® some attempt to carry out like acts ourselves
When we'® grow up, however, we are able to make observations
w:th:pm much wider limits, and we are free to learn great4° numbers
of things simply by watching. Not only can wel®® see the life goin
on rounfi abqut us, but wel® have also brought right into the homg
Fhe moving picture'” and the TV set. There is, perhaps, no more!#
mterfstmg and successful method of learning about ot};er countries
than'® to watch moving pictures that have been taken in those2®
places. Most of us find it much easier to remember?® what we
have seen than to remember what we have?? read in a book or have
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been told. Even a* very good writer, telling us of scenes and doings
in*0 far-off lands, cannot bring to our minds so clear®® a picture of
those countries as can a quite short®® moving picture. That is
why many schools use both TV#® and the moving picture in the
course of instruction®° in subjects as different from one another as
history and®* science. In such subjects mere reading is not enough
to®® give a complete picture of the material under considera-
tion.

We?1? can, then, use our eyes when we want to learn,*° using our
powers of seeing and of observation. We must®? also, however,
use our powers of hearing. To most of*? us this is a difficult way
of learning, and we®® have often to work quite hard to master the
art’® of learning through hearing. An exception is, of course,
the?® subject of languages, for clearly there is no better way*° to
learn a language than to hear other people speaking®® it. Mere
book knowledge of a language is a poor®® thing, for a language
does not really live until it*? is used. When, however, we are
dealing with ideas learning®®® through hearing becomes more
difficult. We have to learn first** to pay attention. How often
does a teacher say: *‘Pay% attention, please!”” And how necessary
are the words. If no*® notes are being taken the words once said
have gone*® for ever. If they live at all it must be*”? in the memories
of those who have heard the words.*®® When we first go to school
we think we are® learning to write and to read and to do little5?
sums, but in fact we are also learning something of%'® even more
importance: we are learning to pay attention, t0®*® hear what the
teacher says, and to hold it in®** our memories. The person who is
able to pay attention®? is a much better learner than the person
whose mind®® is always going off into other fields of thought,
even® though the two people may have equally good minds in®7°
other respects. Many people who attend public meetings find that%¢
their attention is not always given to the person speaking,®® and it
is indeed a good man or woman who®" can hold our complete
attention for half an hour or®!® more.

It is probably true that most people learn most®? things most
easily through reading. They can read the material®® they wish to
learn, and can read it again many,® many times if they so desire.
They can memorize the® written word with a reasonable degree of
ease, and can®® usually master a far larger amount of material in
this®® way in a given time than would be possible by*? any other
method.

Seeing, reading, and hearing all play their®® part in our complete
development as we grow into men™ and women. (702)
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No. 6

May walked with long and quick steps as she went!® down the
short road that led to the sea. Ever® since she had spent a week
with some relations who® lived by the sea in the lovely summer
month of%® June she had lived for the day when she could® return.
How she had loved the little fishing town and®® the beautiful blue
sea during that week in June! How™ peaceful it had seemed to
her after the cares of* city life! The sea to the limits of the eye®
had been deep blue, and the water met the land® with such a
peaceful touch that one hardly heard its!'® sound. The ships at
rest a little way out seemed!?® not to move, and the white sails of
the little'® ones nearer to the land were still. And that was'4® her
memory of it all. Stillness and peace, blue and'® white.

May remembered also the houses of the people who'¢® lived
there. They were little houses so near together that'™ they seemed
in places almost to touch one another. Surely,’® a hand held out
from one of those small upper'®™ windows could meet the hand
held out from the window?® on the other side of that little road.
Although it21° was not really a road, she thought. A road should?2
be reasonably wide, and the houses should be set well?° back, and
there should be room for motor-cars to*° pass along it. There
should be room for people to*° pass each other without moving to

one side or the*® other. No, she could not really call it a road,?™ .

but it was certainly a place where people lived. Some®® of them,
like her relations, had lived there all their®® lives. Never had they
heard the call of the cities®® of their own country, and still less had
the voice®® of other countries overseas called to them. No, for
them®® life had to end where it had begun, and throughout33 the
years they lived in those little, very little houses,* lived as people
were no longer thought to live in®? this wonderful land of ours,
with its wide streets and*°® modern houses and health services and
picture-houses.

May had®° seen the little fishing town and had loved it, “‘The®®
call of the sea must be in my heart,” she®® thought as she walked
once again on the hard city?® streets where she worked. Of course,
she told her friend*!? all about it. Her friend worked in the same
office*® and until then they had generally seen eye-to-eye®® about
the details of life. That had been before May*® went to her relations
at the sea for a week.*®® She had returned quite changed. From
then on her one*® thought had been to save enough money to take
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another' week with them in the little house in the little® fishing
town by the sea. Of course, the place was®® about as far away as
it could be from where®® she lived, and it meant going without
quite a few!® other things if May was to get the money together.5%®
But she had done it, and now in the depth3® of winter she walked
down the road that led to®° the sea. She found that the blue sea
of summer®* had changed, and the water was now almost without
colour.’® No ships were at rest out there, and that was®™® just as
well for the sea no longer touched the° land without sound. It
threw itself with fearful force upon®® the stones and headlands, and
the sound of its breaking®® would have over-powered any other
sound had there been®!® any. But there were no other sounds, for
the town® jtself was resting. Men could not fish in such weather®2
as this, when the water threw itself up into the®® air as if trying to
overcome the little town that®®® made so much use of it, a town
indeed that®® lived wholly upon what it took from those great
waters.%70

“Oh!” May cried, as she held her body hard against®® the forces
of Nature. “Oh, how wonderful! How truly wonderful!""®® Gone
was the water-colour painting of the peaceful blue’™ sea and the
sweet little town, and in its place?'® was this great oil painting, this
masterpiece of the forces™ of water and land. She was watching
the everlasting war™ between earth and water, that everlasting
attempt of one to™ be the master of the other, an attempt that she?s
hoped would never meet with success.

And she loved the™ sea and the land and the little town more
than™ ever, and she would willingly have spent the rest of 8 her
life there, by the fearful and the peaceful sea. (790)

No. 7

It was not often that Mr. Wells left his house!® for very many
hours with no one in it. During® the day Miss Black was there for
most of the® time. Miss Black could not be called his housekeeper,
as® he himself kept watch on the stores and on the® money spent.
In fact, he bought most of the food,* cleaning materials, and so on,
on his way home from™ the office, and merely passed them to Miss
Black to® put away. No, Miss Black could not be given the®
high-sounding name of housckeeper, but neither could she bel®
called the woman who “did” for him. She fell somewhere!1?
between these two high and low points. She was a'2 daily help of
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the most valuable kind, and she looked!® after the house of Mr.
Wells with as much care!# as she would have looked after her own,
had she'*® had one of her own. But she had no house!®® of her own,
and in the evening she went off,179 and even Mr. Wells did not know
where she went®® or what she did. During the day, therefore, his
house® was in good hands.

In the evening there was himself2%® and there was his brother.
Generally they were both at?!® home, for neither of them was much
given to going®? out. They did not like parties and they did not2
like the pictures. They did not care to pay high*® prices to see
plays which, in their opinion, were generally?s® not worth the money
that had to be spent in2% getting up to town and paying for a reason-
able place.*”® Neither of the men had married, and neither had a2%°
regular girl friend. Their evenings were, therefore, generally spent
in*? the house, and it was the house that they both®° loved more
than any other thing in the world. It310 was certainly a lovely little
house, far enough away from*®® the City to be almost in the country.
It was®® peaceful, and there were good views from the windows.
From®? the outside it looked in most ways much like the®® home
of anyone with a reasonably well-paid position in®® the City. Few
people ever stepped inside but those who®" did were greatly surprised,
for certainly the inside of the®° house was not in any way like the
common run®® of houses. It was full of the most valuable things,*00
all carefully placed and marked. What had been two living#1®
rooms had been made into one very large room in*2° the form of the
letter L, The room was white®® and as clean as if it had been in
the*®® hands of the painter that very day. Everything in thes°
room was clearly a show-piece, something bought at a%® sale and
for which a high price had had to*" be paid. The pictures were Old
Masters and the books*® were beautifully covered, The table and
all other pieces had** been carefully bought one by one, as oppor-
tunity and money®® made such buying possible. It was such
room as®!® one might expect to find in one of the great®® houses
built in a past age, but no one coulds% possibly expect to see any-
thing of the kind in such®® a place. The room was priceless, fo:
many of the® objects could not be found for a second time. And®’
so the brothers spent their evenings and week-ends among®® their
much-loved objects of art, and tried to make®® still more perfect
that which was already perfection.

It was®® not often, as we have said, that Mr. Wells left®® his house
with neither his brother nor Miss Black in®° it. But on that night
he had done so. Work®® had kept him late in the City, and his
brother®® had not been well and had gone away to have® a small
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but necessary operation, Miss Black had left at®®® 5.30 as usual.
Mr. Wells read his paper while®®® waiting for the 8.45 traiq horqc,
but the®™ train was late in starting as there was some mlstm_ in
places along the line, and it stopped several times®®® before reachlpg
his station. He got out and walked towards™ his home. "The mist
in the air seemed to have™? . red touch, he thought, as he walked
on. Then™ he had a feeling of fear, of cold fear, for™ without
doubt sor - hing was on fire, something was burning. He"f" broke
into a run, and then he stopped. After all,”*® it was not his house
that was on fire, his™ own most beautiful and loved house. It was
the house™® immediately behind his. But at the moment of his fear?°
he saw his life clearly for the first time. He™" saw that he had spent
his years loving cold and®® lifeless objects. He saw that he loved
no living being®'° and that no living being loved him or cared that®*
he was late home that night, that he was cold®*® and had known
fear. (834)

No. 8

After the coldness of the winter months the lovely days'® of
April, May, and June call to us and ask® us to go out and see t.he
beautiful countryside. During® the long winter the countryside
has been resting and waiting® for the warmth of summer to Fnak_e
it colourful once® more. Some people feel that the countryside is
more beautiful® in the cold days of winter than it is in? the heat 9f
summer. When the leaves have fallen the® view is wider, detal'ls
show up more clearly, and the® rivers are full. These are plain
facts, of course, but'® the truth is that most of us like the country-
side1% of the summer more than that of the winter. We!* like the
warmth more than the cold, and we like!® to see the fields full of
the colour that summer# brings.

And so we go out. We leave behind our TV and our books,
and off we go. We!% are light of heart and happy, and the open
country!”® is before us. Is it possible in these days, howe:ver,'mu to get
right into the heart of the country—not'*® only to see it but to
hear it and to?™ understand it in the way that the writer of Thg“"
Story of My Heart, Life of the Fields, and The®*® Open Air* did?
It does not seem very likely that®¥ it is possible, bc_:causc there are
so many people in*® so many motor-cars all_trymg to ﬁnd. tl::;
happiness®*® of the countryside at the same time. It is plain
enough that if masses of people all go to the*”® same place at the

* Richard Jefferies.
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same time to find the peaceful®® life of the country they will not
find it. The*® ease with which it is now possible to reach the
country®® places has made them less worth reaching. There is,?!
I think, nothing that we can do about it. Motor-*2%cars are with us
and are likely to be, and®® while we have them we shall without
doubt use them.o

There are, however, still places which are away from the®° wide
roads and great motorways. There are lovely little places®® in the
byways of tl.: countryside which, because of the?” quality of the
roads, are seen by few. The best® way to see such a place is to
walk. Feet® are certainly not used as much as they used to'® be:
we like to move more quickly than our feet*!® will take us. Our
feet are still, however, quite the!® best means of seeing the country-
side in the lovely months®® of early summer.

When I was a child my father®® had a number of little books
which set out walks*? of many kinds. There were short walks and
long walks,*® walks for the hour or for the day. These walkst?
set out almost every step of the way, and they*® kept the walker
away from the roads as far as* possible. The landmarks were
country buildings and farms and fields.’® A motor-car cannot go
across farmland, stopping while those®'? in it watch the animals or
look at the growing®® plants: but the walker can, provided he
keeps to certain® parts and is careful. It is still possible to walk®®¢
in the countryside for a whole day without going on®® to a wide
motoring road. The motor car is a*° remarkably good way to
get from one part of the®” country to another but it is not the best
way*® to see the details of the countryside: for the details® we
must walk. The motor-car offers us the general®® view, and walking
offers us the little things. In the®10 motor-car, too, we cannot hear
the sounds of the®*® countryside but the walker hears ind knows
them all.

Of*® course, not everyone likes the peace of the countryside.
1% knew a young woman who had lived all her young®® life right
in the heart of the country’s capital. She®® had never been away,
and knew nothing whatever about either®™ the seaside or the
countryside. After a year or two®? in an office, however, she found
that she had some®® money in hand and she heard the other office
workers™ talking about where they were going for their leave in71
the summer. This caused her to make up her mind™ to g0 away
somewhere, and she went with a friend™ to a little seaside place
well-known for its peacefulness™ and the beautiful countryside
round about it. She had booked™® a room for two weeks, but after
half a week™® she was back in town.
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“I thought you were away™® at the seaside,” I said, when I met
her in™° the street,

“Oh, I could not stand it for another?™ day!" she said. *‘There
was just nothing to do!” (799)

No. 9

It was a lovely river. It was wide and full’® of water in both
summer and winter. In summer the® water was usually blue, and
its never-ending movement towards® the sea was so peaceful that
it could not be* seen except by the most careful observation. In
winter the® water often ran more quickly and the colour became
blacker,® but even so it continued to be a good river.”® It kept well
within its high banks, it was clean,® and it did not have places that
were dangerous for® the little sailing ships that used it as a play-
ground.®

Not all rivers are so kind to those who live!!? near them. People
used to live near or right on'® the banks of rivers because they
required clean water for'® the many purposes of life. Today water
can be brought'* to people over considerable distances, and it is
not necessary’® to live near a river to exist. In these days'®® people
like to live near rivers because they like to'™ look at them or to
sail on them. There are’® very few of us who do not find happiness
in'® sitting and watching a large body of water. Houses that®®
have good views of a river or of the sea®® or of any other mass of
water can usually be?® sold at a high price. There is always a
demand?® for houses in such pleasing situations.

High Point was such®*® a house. It was one of a small number
of?5 large houses built on a piece of land some 200%° or 300 feet
above the river and the®™ little town through which it passed. A
young, woman sat®® at a wide window of High Point, reading a
book.?. The evening light played on her golden colouring, and
she®® was beautiful. She put down the book and looked out®!®
over the well-kept grounds of the house and down® to the river.

“How lovely and peaceful it is here,? she thought. “There is
still enough light for me t0*? have an hour on the river in Flying
Sails before® the day quite dies. We have so few of these® lovely
days that we may as well make the best®® of them when we have
the opportunity.”

Perhaps she did*" not use just those words but her thoughts were
along®® those lines as she got up and moved away from'® the
window and towards the open door.
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“Penny!” she cried.*1? “Penny!”

“Yes?” came a distant answer.

“What about an hour’s*®® sail on the river before we go to bed?
It*3 is such a waste to go early to bed on** a night like this!”

As she was speaking she had*® run up to her friend’s bedroom.
Usually Penny would have® come running out of her room very
quickly at the'™ thought of going on the river, for she dearly loved#$¢
sailing, particularly in the evening or early morning when. the!%
lights on the water gave her wonderful ideas for her®® water-colour
paintings. Young as she was, she was quite®!® an expert in this art.
She loved to spend a®*® week or two at High Point, not only because
she’¥ liked the company of her golden friend, whom she thought?®0
was the most beautiful girl she had ever seen, but®® also because
there were wonderful views from the house on®® all sides. To the
south there were the grounds falling®” away to the river, from the
north were miles and®*® miles of English countryside at its best,
To east and™® west were large houses in beautiful grounds which
with little®® changes here and there, made good subjects for het:
pictures.®’® Yes, she liked spending time at High Point with thes®
Weeks family. That evening, however, Penny did not come running®?®
from her room. She sat at the table looking with®® no pleasure at
all at one of her paintings. ‘

“What®® is the matter, Penny? Have you got the colours all®®
wrong?”

““Oh no, the painting is good enough. It willé" do.”

This remark greatly surprised her friend because with Penny?®80
paintings did not just “do.” They had to be good,*® very good.

“No,” she said again, “‘the painting will do.” But I am not
coming out,”

She looked so different™® from her usual happy self that her
friend went across™® the room to her. “What is it " she asked.

Penny™ put her head down and cried. “It is your brother,"0
she said. ““He is so wonderful, so much like you™ —aund he did
not even speak to me or look™ at me before he went away this
morning.” And she™ cried again. (772)

No. 10

It is regrettable that we so often hear it said' that young people
get themselves into situations of trouble and® difficulty simply
because they do not know how to spend™ ‘heir time usefully and
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happily. This is a very poor®® state of things when we consider for
a moment how® many useful and pleasurable things there are for
us to® do today. There are many happy ways of passing the™
time, both at home and out of doors: there are® things we can do
to help ourselves and, equally important®® or even more important,
there are many things we can!® do to help others.

When I was growing up there!® was no TV but we had a radio
set!20 and, of course, we had records. These were the old**® kind
of record now known as 78, and one'¥ side of a record played for
about two and a'®® half minutes. My mother liked all of the family
to'® be at home on Sunday evenings; she did not like'™ us to go
out but we were free to ask®® to the house any of our friends. The
number of 1% young people who sat down at table for the evening®®®
meal was sometimes 20 and was always more than 12,°1° so we
were a large and happy party. It became® our custom, when the
meal was at an end, to?® continue to sit round the table for an
hour or**® two while records were played. The machine was not
of%5° the electric save-you-trouble kind that we now use®? but had
a motor that required attention at the end®” of each side of a record,
and, of course, it?*° played only one record at a time. This meant
that®° one of our number had to take on the responsibility®® of
keeping the machine going and putting on the records.®® My father
used to bring home a new record most®® weekends, so that we had
a good many. People used®® to call out for a record they desired
to hear,® and no one seemed to want to talk while the®? record
was playing as is done so often now. Therefore,* we were able to
hear the records in peace, and®™® we got to know every detail of
them.

We all*® loved this hour or two of record-playing yery much,*°
and I know that it lives in the memories of* all who were present
on those evenings. We had a*! very good time at very little cost,
and no one*® had the smallest desire to go out and make life**
difficult for some other person. On the Saturday evenings we*'
generally had a party also, but they were much more*® free and
easy, and were certainly not planned with the'® idea of having a
peaceful time. We always asked “the*"* people next door™ to come
to the parties so that*® they would not be upset by the sounds that
without#®® doubt issued from our house. What a good time we?*
used to have! And it was a good time in®'® which the whole family
and any of their friends who®® wished to play a part. I expect
my mother had®® to work hard on Fridays, but we all did some-

“thing®® to help, and there is no doubt that everyone seemed® to
like those weekends.
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Then came Monday morning, and I*% am sure that no one got
out of bed a®® moment sooner than was really necessary—particularly
when it was®® cold! A week of hard work was before us. Day?%%
school and home work, office and evening school, took up®® our
time, and there was almost no time at all®*® for play. Life was
serious, and we really worked hard.®®® Our life at that time was
made up of working®® hard throughout the week and playing hard
at the weekend.®® And it was a good enough way of growing
up.®® Never for one moment did any of us ask ourselves®®® what
on earth we could do next. There was always®”® something waiting
to be done, even if it was only®®® ironing a dress or making a new one.

I grew®® up with the radio but no TV, the motor-car’® but few
planes. My mother grew up without TV,? the radio, the moving
picture, or the motor-car.” People walked long distances in her
days, but those who™® had enough money could keep horses.
People had to make™® their own pleasures because very few ready-
made pleasures existed.?°

What we can be quite sure of is that in? my mother’s day young
people did not take up wrong-doing?® as a way of passing the time
because they™ could not think of anything good worth doing.
Wrong-doing™® was at that time thought of in connexion with
peoples® living in very poor or bad conditions and without much?!®
hope in life. Living conditions are better today, and endless®®
opportunities for a happy and successful life present themselves to%®
young people who are willing to be good and to®® work hard. I
hope that my readers are not numbered®® among those who can
think of nothing worth while to®*® do in their free time. (865)

No. |1

From the lives of great men we learn many things,'® much that
is of value to us in our own®® lives. Not the least important thing,
perhaps, which the life? of almost any great man teaches us is that
we?® have time to do those things which we most want® to do. As
young people we talk lightly of what® we would do if only we had
the time; as™ old people we look back upon lost opportunities and
wish® that we had had the time to follow this course®® of action,
that line of training. But again and again,'® as we read the stories
of the lives of those!!® who have done great things, of those whose
names will’2® be for ever remembered, the knowledge is forced
upon us'® that our trouble is not that we have too little!*® time but
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that we have too little desire. Our desire150 to move in a certain
direction is not strong enough®® to influence us to take the neces-
sary steps, to use'™ for that purpose the hours which are being
spent in® other and possibly less profitable ways. If the desire to1%
act and the will to work are there, then we20 shall find both the time
and the opportunity.

These thoughts?'® come to the mind upon reading a recently
published book??® in which the writer tells in outline the story of230
the lives of 15 great men. From the many remarkable?*® men who
have lived during the past 500 years® the writer has taken those
men who, by their thought?® and by their labour, were able to
discover a great®*™ principle, some deep truth about the laws of
nature which®® had not before been known—men who in this
way?*® added greatly to the knowledge and learning of the worlde
and so took all men one big step forward in®® the long march
towards a better understanding of the forces®®® which govern our
world. It is not possible to read®® this book—or indeed any book
of this nature—without? feeling an increased respect for the power
of man’s mind,*® an increased respect for his learning, for his
continued attempts®® to find the truth even when faced with great
difficulties.?70

The life of each of these men, it need hardly®$° be said, differs in
detail. Some of them showed themselves®® even as children to have
reasoning powers beyond what we0 regard as usual; others were
just simple children showing no# special powers of any kind
during their early years. Some®° were “one idea” men, working
only in their special field;* others developed remarkable minds
and became better than most men*® in most fields of learning. But
common to them all*® was the power to work for very long hours,
hours*® spent in deep thought, in careful planning, in the perfectingt?
of ideas, and the putting of results together piece by*° piece to
make the whole—a whole which was to%0 surprise the world. Most
of them lived to an old5® age, few dying before reaching 70 years
of age and®® several living to be over 80. Naturally, the thought
must®®® come: *“Was there any connection between these two facts?
Did*® these men work beyond the powers of common people
because®® they were strong in body beyond the common person ?
Or®% did they owe their long lives to the fact that5é0 they lived
principally for their ideas, paying little attention to®" the many
pleasures which interest the masses, caring little for®®® food and
drink or for the company of other men® and women "’

It is difficult to attempt an answer. We® cannot be certain.
But long as was the life of®1 the man himself, it was short when:
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measured by the®® life of his work. That work has influenced ﬂa‘l‘i
thoughts®® and the labours of many men for many years. Itmso
will continue to influence man’s thought and man’s action as

long as man is a thinking béing, using the knowledge®® of the past
to increase in the present his control®™ over natural forces. (673)

(Continued in No. 12)

No. 12
(Continued from No. 11)

The life story of the great man must end on'® the same note as
the life story of the least* important of men. We must come 131
our reading to* the point where the great man gives up ]‘ns 'work',h
leaving it to others to carry on what he has® begun. His 11f:e wit
all its wonderful interest is past,®® and we who _read are left v;;:th the
memory of? his life and with the results of his \fyork. VYe know
that this must be so, but we do not* al.wrays like a thmg petter
“because we know that it!% is certainly waiting for us, a?g it is not
surprising!? to find that there are people who can take no'? pleasure
in this form of reading because they know from'* the outset what

t be.

th‘;te?s(} ?:\iever,““ no more profitable to run away, to. tprq our
face®® from facts in reading than it is in life itself,’% and it is be_,ttjer
to take the wider view and!'?® to read for the pleasure.and the p.rolfg
to be®® found in the consideration of the whole life, 2;zlth its
many difficulties and its many successes. In this \:vay;;\;e can find
both comfort and help for ourselves, whose lqu may seem
without set purpose, to have little value. We??° discover perhaps
that some person whose name has been to™° us like a great .whrt_e
light, far away, beyond our®?® touch—‘—that Fhat person met in his
early days with®? many of the same dlfﬁculhcs which we are faCIIz'l?%
now,26¢ that he, like us, had no special advantages, no clearly
marked course to follow; like us he had to make?° his own way,
step by step, learning as he went.?*® We find, .for-exan'qple, that one
man who became world-known®® began his working life as a
teacher, helping his*'® brother in a small country school. Another
worked on a®° farm, and a third made his first sp&?mal obsewgtlgr:
while®® holding a small and not important position on a ship
which was making its way to the South Seas.. 1l

But?®? these men did not wait for opportunity to come to** them;
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they took immediate advantage of their conditions to make?? their
own opportunity. In the book which we have specially®®® in mind
we find that in most cases the man’s® work was valued during
his lifetime. But the world i1 not always ready to take new ideas
warmly to its*® heart. In every age there are those who feel
certain®®” that there is nothing left for man to discover; there®® are
others who see in the new idea a danger*®® to their own special
interests. It is not always easy*® to look at something new with
clear eyes, to judge®® truly the value either of our own work or
the'™ work of others. We find ourselves thinking that because
a*? thing has always been done in such and such 2% way in the
past then that must be the best5 possible way for it to be done, or
because a®!° certain thing has not been done before then it shoulds2e
not be done now. We have to keep a careful’® watch upon our-
selves in this respect, and try to keep™® an open mind. If we try
new methods in our®® own work we shall sometimes be wrong,
possibly we shall*® often be wrong, but sometimes we shall meet
with success®? which makes worth while all our earlier labours.
Probably no®? more than one or two men out of all the5® millions
living today can hope to do something s0®° important that it will
influence world thought and world action®1 throughout the ages
to come, but the methods which have®® served the great men of
any age and helped them®® in their great work have value for us
today®® in our less important work. By marking the course taken®s°
by those who have been successful in their special fields®° we can
learn better how to deal with our own®7° situation, our own difficulties,
in the field of thought and®° of action in which we are ourselves
most interested. (689)

No. 13

Time plays an important part in every action of every® person
throughout the day, yet Time is something about which?® we know
very little and about which we understand even less. If, in our
desire to understand a little bettert® the real meaning of Time, we
read a modern book® on the subject, it is probably the experience
of many® of us that we understand it even less at the™ end of our
reading than at the beginning—that we8® know, indeed, very little
about the world in which we® live. We read, for example, that
everything that has been® still is, that everything which is to come
in the'® future already exists. We read that the events which
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make!?® up life are like the stations along the railway line.'* A
train is running along that line towards one of 4 these stations. It
reaches the station, it perhaps waits there!®® for a .very‘llttle while,
and then it passes on,'®® leaving the station behu!d it. But the
station existed before!?® the train reached it and it continues to
exist after'®® the train has left it. In the same way, itm‘i§ said, the
things which happen in life are there?® all the time, waiting for us
to reach them. We?!? reach them and experience them and pass
on, leaving them?®®® behind us. According to the writers of these
modern books,** these events existed before we knew of them and
will*4® continue to exist when we ourselves are no more. Theyz_“"'-l
will exist, in fact, for as long as anything as*® we understand it
exists.

We read these statements and think?”° carefully about them, and
at first it seems that the?° statements cannot be true, that we cannot
seriously be expected?” to believe them. Then, perhaps, we remem-
ber some of the®® things we were told as children and which we
have®!® always believed to be true. As children we learned tha‘t“'20
many of the little points of light which appeared a})ovc”“ us at night
are really great bodies which are millions*? of miles away from tl:eo
earth. Light, we were told,*® moves at the rate of about 186,000
miles a second, but so far distant are®” these bodies from us that
the light which we see®® coming from them is the light which left
them thousands,?® and in some cases millions, of years ago. Because
of 4% this fact, we learned, if we could discover some method*!® by
which our eyes could see what was happening onm. one of these
distant bodies, we should see not what* is happening toc!ay l?ut
what was happening ages and*® ages ago. If people sqmcthmg like
ourselves lived on those*® little points of light and if they could
see what4®® was happening on our earth they, looking at us today,*?
would see not what is happening now but what*°® happened thou-
sands or millions of years ago, according to the!*® dis_tance they are
away. But even when we remember these®® facts ‘it is for most of
us difficult to get®® more than the smallest suggestion of an idea of
what®® js meant when we are told that everything that has’ bet*:n
still is and always will be. It is difficult®® to believq that t'here will
always be somewhere the picture®® of you as you sit reading these
words.

If we®® think of sound it helps us to understand this point5 a
little better. We see a movement very much more®® quickly than
we hear the sound resulting from that movement,’® for sound
comes to us at only 1,100 feet a second as against the }86,000“"
miles a second of light. Let us2 say that I live half a mile from a
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big®® manufacturing plant, so that the sounds which come to me®9
from the plant reach me about two and a half®"° seconds after the
sounds were in fact made. Let us®? say also that you live another
half a mile down®™ the road, away from the plant. You would
hear the®™ same sounds two and a half seconds after I heard®®
them, that is five seconds after they were made. (699)

(‘“ontinued in No. 14)

No. 14
(Continued from No. 13)

You would therefore make the statement that a certain sound?®
took place at, say, five seconds past the hour, I** would say that it
happened at about two or three®® seconds past the hour, while the
people at the works?® would say that it took place just at the hour.5
So that when we say that a certain thing happened® at a certain
time we really mean that it happened™ at that time in relation to
our own position at that® moment.

The relation of time to distance and the® relation of immediate
time to time as a wkole are’® subjects in which people grow more
and more interested. Two''” interesting plays have been written
round the idea that everything'® that has happened in the past is
still in existence,’® the point made by the plays being that a person?4°
who has a certain special sense highly developed can go'®® back
into the past and experience old and past events.1%

But interesting as these ideas may be, there is another!” and
much more usual point of view from which to'° consider time. For
all the general purposes of everyday life’® we all understand time
quite well. We know that each®* day is made up of 24 hours, that
there?!? are never 23 hours to the day and never®® 25. We know
that the little hands marking the®*® passing of the minutes and hours
move on and on*? at their even rate, and that although they work
in* our service they work without any regard to our personal?® and
special interests. They will work no more quickly when®™ life is
taking us towards some specially pleasing event, and?8° they will not
lessen their rate when we are moving®® towards something less
pleasing. ]

We know that time influences us® in the doing of every piece of
work, for all®!® work, to have its highest value, has to be “done?®
to time.” The Chief who calls the members of the®® Board together
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for a certain time must be ready when®?® the Board meets with the
facts, figures, or questions which®® he wishes to put to the members.
He depends not®® only upon his own work in this connection but
upon®® the work of all directly working with him, from the%® most
experienced man in his employ to the most recent® of the office-
boys. The motor manufacturer must so organize'® the year’s work
of all his men that he not*!® only supplies the day to day demand of
the public*? for his product but also has his new goods quite**
ready for the market at the expected time. The manufacturer,*®
whatever his product may be, must supply present demand and*®
at the same time organize future work. Goods made for? ship-
ment overseas must be ready for shipment by the date!’® on which
the ship is leaving the country. The kind**® of market in which we
are interested makes little difference*®—goods must be put on the
market when the market®® is ready to receive them. But the principal
difficulty of®!® all planning comes from the fact that we cannot
see®™ time. We have perhaps five months in which to do®® a piece
of work; there seems to be no need® for an immediate start and
the papers in connection with®? it are put on one side. When the
papers again®® see the light of day we find, possibly, that we®™
need information from another person. But to the second man®?
this piece of work is something just received, and he® in his turn
“sits on it” for a little while,%° only to find when he looks seriously
at the work®!? that it requires the attention of a third party.

And®® valuable days pass until we find that the work is%° either
put through to time as a result of much®°® work and running abqut
on the part of everyone interested®® or it is not put through with
resulting loss of*® money and goodwill. Even when man has done
his®”® best Nature sometimes lets us down, and weather conditions
hold®® up trains, planes and ships, and the “perfect” piece of*%
planning works out less perfectly than we had hoped and™® expe(c;g?).

No. I5

We often hear it said of a man that he'® had had a long life or
that his life had?® been “‘cut short.” What do we really mean when
we® use the expressions “long life” and “short life?” In relation®
to what is the life of a particular man long® or short? We are, of
course, measuring the life of%® the man in relation to the number of
years which? men in the mass can reasonably expect to live. When®
we speak of the life of one man in relation® to the life of most men
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we can with some'® degree of truth say that it was a long life.110
But can we use such an expression if we think!? of the life of one
man in relation to the'® time during which man has lived on earth,
and, further,'* can we use such an expression regarding the life of?5
man on earth if we think of it in relation'® to the time during which
the earth itself has been'™ in existence and in relation to the time
during which'®® the earth is likely to continue in existence? The
life® of one man and the life of man as a2 whole are short beyond
statement when considered in this way.?1°

Experts tell us that the different kinds of material found?2° upon
earth show beyond question that the earth has existed® in a form
more or less like its present form2%® for at least two or thee thousand
million years. When®? we consider that we place events in history
by using®® a measurement of time which finds expression in dates
such®® as 1000 A.p. and 1500 A.D.%° and that our present date is
less than®® 2000 A.p., we get some idea of how very*® short our
own history is when considered in relation to®! the history of the
earth upon which we live. The® mind of man is small, and it is
impossible for®* him to picture the passing of two or three thousand?®
million years. When we ask, How long has man lived®® on earth?
the experts give us widely differing answers. Their®® answers, in
fact, differ from the statement that man has®® lived possibly for a
million years to the statement that3® he has lived for three hundred
thousand years. It is*® always difficult not to feel some doubt when
faced with*® such figures, but it seems that we must at any*! rate
believe that man—certainly a very different man from?2° present
man but at all events the beginning of man®® as he now is—has
lived on earth for three'®® hundred thousand years. Taking this
figure, man is quite a*? recent development, something strange on
the face of the good*®® old Earth.

But we cannot stop our questioning at this?? interesting point.
We go further and ask, For how long®® is the earth likely to con-
tinue in its present state?* From the answer given to us it is clear
that®® we need not fear the immediate end of the world.5® There
is every reason to believe that life will be520 possible on earth, in
very much the same forms as®® at present, for millions of millions
of years to come.®* Man is but a baby, just starting out in life.55
It is said that if we take the possible life*® of the earth as just one
million million years—a®® low figure—then man has at least a
million times®® as long to live as he has already lived. He™ is like
a baby who came into the world a®® little over half an hour ago and
who has before®!® him a life of 75 years.

It is a®*° wonderful thing to think that man has perhaps several
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million®® million years in front of him in which to develop.®® He
has already shown that he can do wonderful things,?® and we cannot
picture the wonderful future which may be®® before him. Life day
by day is wonderful, the developments®™® of the future may be yet
more wonderful—they almost®® certainly will be more wonderful—
and we feel that our®® own lives are too short, and we wish that
it were possible for us to see more than just a™® very little of
that development before we too become part’™ of the past—a past,
however, which perhaps lives on. (730)

(Continued in No. 16)

No. 16

(Continued from No. 15)

We can see, therefore, that the common expressions “a long!®
life” and ““a short life” have real meaning only when® thought of
in relation to the life of the man® in the street, the number of years
on which insurance® companies base their figures. But we seem at
present ready®” to ask questions and willing to hear the answers,
s0% let us ask one or two further questions. What do? the words
“long” and “short” mean when used in regard® to distances?
What do we mean when we say a® place is near or far, when we
say a thing!® is of light weight or is heavy, when we say'1® that we
are moving more or less quickly ? What do!*® we mean when we say
that an object is great!*® or is small? We find that all these expres-
sions have'# real meaning only when one object is considered in
relation?®® to some other object. Nothing can be long or short,160
big or small, light or heavy, of itself. It can™ be these things only
when considered in relation to some?8° other object.

The life of a man is short almost'® beyond measure when con-
sidered side by side with the life?* of man upon earth, past and
future. So, too, is*'® any distance we have upon earth short beyond
measure when??® considered side by side with the distances which
are beyond?®® the earth. If we move round the earth in a4 straight
line the biggest distance we can cover is about®® 25 thousand miles.
But if we look far far®® out beyond the earth we are faced with
distances in®™ relation to which 25 thousand miles are as nothing.?8
The most distant object of which observations can at present®® be
made is thought to be 140*® million light-years awav from the
earth. Light, as we®® know, moves at 186,000 miles®® a second
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which, it is agreed, is a considerable rate.®*® One light-year is the
distance which light covers moving® throughout the year at a rate
of 186,000%° miles a second. When, therefore, it is*° stated that
something is at a distance from us of*° 140 million light-years, a
distance is** represented which it is beyond our powers to picture.
Our®® earth is large if measured by other objects upon the® earth,
but it is a small thing of no importance!® whatever when measured
by objects outside the earth, when measured#20 by the size of some
of the great masses of*® burning matter which we see as points of
light above® us-at night.

We tell our friends, perhaps, that our#® weight is this or is that,
but here again we®® meet with difficulties. Our weight is different
in different partsi? of the world, while if we found ourselves on gas0
body smaller than the earth we should be so light® that we could
move about with an ease impossible here. On the other hand,
if we found ourselves on a%* body much bigger than the earth, we
should be s0°* heavy that we could hardly move at all.

We read® in the newspaper that a plane has reached the wonder-
ful®® rate of over 600 miles an hour, but what’® is a rate like this
when thought of side by side with the rate at which light moves?
As for®® movement to the north or to the south, to the®? east or
to the west, we know that our movement®® can be judged only in
relation to some other object®® which is at rest or which can be said
to%1% be moving at a given rate away from or towards'*® us. The
earth itself is turning at a great rate® and we do not feel this move-
ment of itself. 'We®® can judge the movement of the earth only in
relation®® to some other object which is not moving with it.%6® We
have probably all had the experiénce of not being®” able to tell
which way a train is moving at?0 night when we cannot see anything
out of the windows.%® We cannot tell which way we are moving
or at"® what rate we are moving except in relation to another?1®
object which is not moving with us.

And so we™ find that many of the common expressions of daily
life™ have no meaning in themselves and become real for us?4 only
when considered in relation to some other fact or?s object.  (751)

No. 17

When some time ago we were giving a little thought'® to the
strange nature of Time, we let ourselves take2® some comfort from
the certainty that at least we knew?® that each day was made up of
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24 hours.2® A day, we lightly stated, had in it just’" 24 hours, never
23 and never 25. But® were we right in thinking that we knew this
to™ be the case? Perhaps not, for when the expert come§f‘° along
he informs us that a day lasts 48°° hours and at'lhe same ume.doﬁi
not exist at?® all. 'We open our eyes a little wider Wlth. surprise’
and ask: “How can such things be?” And we are'® given a quite
simple reason. .

As we all learned at'® school, our earth is always turning away
from the west, % and the nearer a place is to the east the'* earlier
is the hour of day-break at that place.'® If, for example, we were
living in a country at'™ a point on the earth where the distance
round the!® world is as great as it can be, and'we'."ﬂ were to leave
that country and go to another country®™® which is, let us say, a
little over one thousand?!® miles more distant from the west (that
is, a distance®® of 3!; of the distance round .the world)*® we would
find that day-break was an hour earlier® in our new home than
it had been in our®® old home. If we moved only five hundrifo
miles towards?® the east we would find the difference to be only
half an hour, and if we moved only 50 miles®*® we would find the
difference to be as little as**® three minutes. If we look.at a tal:l:)
of “lighting®® up” times we note that these times differ wndxggy for?
different parts of the same country But long, long ago,* before
the present age with its planes and TV,*® men found that any
form of exchange between nations was™? n_1ade very dlf’{icul‘t when
there was no order in the®® method of stating the time in .dlﬂ"ere::z
parts of the®? world. So, to make it possible for‘anyone in any
part of the world to know just what time it*° was in any other part
of the world, the following®® course was agreed upon.

Man had already “cut up” the'® day in_to 24 hours, -arllc.i he“s;ow
agreed to*'® cut up the earth into 24 divis_lonsfc_ach fllVls:gon, if of
course, measuring about one thousand miles at its widest**® point.
The time over the whole of each division was* to be the same, tl_lc
time in each division differing**® by just one hour from the time in
the next*® division. We, therefore, have 4 system whereby tﬂs
minutes and®™® the seconds are the same all over the world, but
the hour is one hour earlier for each division as**® we move towards
the east. B

Now we will say that®® in the “first” of these divisions New
Year’s Day begins.?'® Hour by hou‘r .New Yegr’s Day reagi;es and
passes through®® one of the 24 divisions le:ll at the en(:ii’ 0f_24
hours it is in the “last division.”?¥® By that time the day is con:ttsr)e%
to an ¢nd® in the first division, and the second of Jasr_“xslary 1.5 1
beginning. But the last division, too, must have its full®® day an
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24 hours must pass before New Year’ss0 Day reall m
end and dies in the5® last of the 24 divisions. Tyhe ﬁr; c‘:? Jaiasu:;ym
lives for 48 hours. But while the first of January®™® has been
continuing its life in this way the®® second of January has been
moving round the world. The®® first hour of the second of January
reaches the last®® division just as the 24th hour of the first850 of
Jan_uary dies, and at the same moment the thirds® of January
begins in the first division. And so wes™ are faced with the strange
truth that while a day® lasts 48 hours there is between the first
and®® 3rd of January no break at all. People in one? country can
hear “Five Hours Back™ coming to them over’® the air, hearing in
the evening something that is happening™ in the afternoon in
another country. And the people of 730 that country can have the
equally remarkable experience of hearing™® “Five Hours Forward.”
They can hear the people of another?s country “seeing the New
Year in” while it is for’® them the early evening of the last day of
the old-year. And if we are covering a long distance?s® by ship
we have the experience of finding that a7 certain day can last only
23 hours or for®® as long as 25 hours! (806)

No. I8

This is the story which my friend sometimes tells on® a long
summer evening, as we sit together by the* open window, finding
pleasure in the sweet clear air after® the still heat of the day.

“In those days 1% was an even better walker than I am today,
and as you know I still very much like a% good, quick walk. Weil
on that particular August morning I set out quite early, before thé
day was too warm®® for easy walking. I carried with me enough
food to® meet my small needs and was therefore able to keepl%
away from towns of any kind. T was healthy in!19 the way that the
young are healthy, and I walked!# with quick easy steps, covering
the first eight miles of % the road in Just under two hours. But with
thef‘° increasing warmth of the day my rate fell little by little

qntll in the full heat of the day 1'% found that I was doing ver;
llttlt_a more than two'” and a half miles an hour. Even the small
adc'htional“" weight of the food I was carrying troubled me, and%
as it was by this time several hours since my®® Jast meal it seemed
reasonable that I should look out?! for a place where I could rest
and have a®* meal in peace.

“After a time I reached a point** where the road comes very near
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to a small river,*? and I was pleased enough by that time to walk?s°
across the field and to find near the water some?® undergrowth
high enough to offer me some cover from?™ the full light and heat
of the open countryside®® round about. I took water from the
clear, quick-running®® river, and built a small fire upon some stones,
and®® so made my simple meal. Such was the heat of#1° the day
that it was as much as I could®® do to keep my eyes open, but,
using all my*° will-power, I was about to clear away the rest3 of
the food when I saw standing before me a®® little old woman. So
lined was her face that it®° seemed to me there was no room left
upon it*® for any personal expression or feeling, and her dress
was®® as old as her face. Standing there, she appeared to®® me
to be not of this day, not of yesterday,*® and not of tomorrow, but
to represent Time itself.#1® But when she began to speak I found
her words**® were common-place enough.

“*Sir,” she said, ‘Could you give*® me s me bread and perhaps
some milk 7’

“I immediately began® to clean up the piece of ground which had
served*® as a table for me, making a place for the? old woman to
sit. I saw, however, that she took*” almost nething of the food
and drink offered to her,®®® and as she sat without speaking I
watched her face.*%

“‘Tell me, old woman,’ I said, to my own complete®® surprise,
‘were you always as you are now or were®® you once young and
beautiful? Had you once a home’ and a family, or have you
always walked these roads®® and fields ?’

“The old woman turned her head and looked®¥ at me for a long
time without speaking. The lines® on her face grew even deeper,
and her old blue®® eyes were serious as she answered : “Young man,
I cannot®™ remember. For long ages I have walked these roads
and®® these fields. I have walked other roads and other fields.5®®
Always I have walked and always I shall walk. I8 am old, and
perhaps I have never been young. I°% am plain, and perhaps I
have never been beautiful. But®? you, you are young and you are
beautiful. You are®® strong and you have health. You have all
the qualities®’ of the young. Because of these things I am speaking®s
to you now.’

*“*Shall I tell her to go away 7’ [ thought. ‘She does not know
what she is talking®°® about anyway. I will stand up and get my
things®® together and continue my walk.’

“I moved, but immediately the®® voice of this strange old woman
came to me again.’™ ‘No, do not go. You must hear what I
have™° to say.’
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“*Yes,” I thought. ‘I will wait and hear™ what she has to say,
for if she is as™ wise as she is old her words may be of*® some use
to me in the future.’

“But the seconds™ passed and no words came. [ looked again
and no™® one was there. Not feeling very pleased with myself at?70
the thought that I must have been weak enough to™ ‘fall off’ for
a few minutes, and believing that these?™0 things had not really
happened, I began to clear up®® what was left of my meal. And
then I knew®® that the old woman had been there, for my breads20
was gone and in its place was this.”

At this®® point in his story my friend opens his hand, and® on
it rests a lovely clear blue stone, in a%° beautiful setting of gold.

“I always carry this about with®% me now,” he adds, “and I know
that some day®™ I shall see that old woman again, and find out®®
what it was she had to say.” (887)

No. 19

It was a beautiful night. Although it was very warm!® the air
was clear, and it was possible to make2 out the distant line of the
higher land to the® east. The leaves moved a little as the night
air* played among them, and we could hear the sounds of%® the
movement as we walked along.

The fireflies were out® in their hundreds, and their lights came and
went as™ they flew along.  We could follow their course by watching8®
the coming and the going of their little lights. When® we first got
out of the car and began to!% walk we thought that everything was
still and soundless, but'' as we grew used to the night we found
that'® all was sound and movement. Masses of little living things3
were on the move, and they all in turn gave!?® voice to their desires
or needs as they went on' their way, perhaps looking for food,
pe_lr]higs moving for no° reason at all except the desire not to be
still.

It was dangerous, people said, to walk about after night® had
fallen. Animals were out under cover of the night,’®® and would
not be seen until it was too late.2® The great water-loving animals,
who kept in the water?!? by day, came on land at night, and with
their®?® great heavy bodies they could overturn a car. They could23®
run, too, and it would be very difficult for man?* or woman to
move quickly enough to get out of 2 their way once they charged.

“Just stories,” we thought. “You?® would not .get these things
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happening so near to houses*™ and a town,” we said. It was only
a small®? town, but still it was a town, and one did?® not in these
days get charged by animals in streets®® and among houses.

But, of course, we were no longer®° on the streets, and the lights
of the nearest houses®® could not be seen. The only lights we saw
were*¥ the little ones of the fireflies as they went on®?® their way, for
purposes known only to themselves. It was®® the kind of night on
which anything could happen, for*® not often in life are nights
quite so perfect, quite® so cut off from all that is real and earthly.%60

We made our way little by little to the water.®® At last we came
into the open, and there in*® front of us was a mighty inland sea,
a piece*!? of water two hundred miles and more across. The water42?

was still and was touched by little points of light** copied from the

millions of white bodies over our heads.*® They looked so near
in that clear night that we*? had the feeling that we could touch
them if we®® sailed on the waters.

“If only we had a little* sailing ship now!” we cried. “If only
we could sail*? away, out and out on this still, beautiful water.”

“If %90 we sailed away now,” said one, ‘I am sure we5 could never
come back. That water is not of this®® world, I am sure, and when
daylight came we should®® find ourselves in the great unknown.”

We did not really® believe this, and yet it seemed possible.
Anything seemed possible®® on such a night and in such a place.
Then®® we heard the strangest sound and, looking in its direction,5%
we saw—our eyes now used to the blackness—great animals
coming out of the water and on to the®® land, about two hundred
yards away.

Without speaking we turned®® away, trying not to call attention
to our movements. When®® we were out of the open and among
the undergrowth®® once more we walked quickly. As we got near
to%2° the car we said: “You see, those stories are not®® true. The
things keep near to the water. They would®® not come all this
way.” But when we reached our®® car we found it on its side, and
the footmarks®® of a large animal were clearly to be seen on®™ the
earth nearby. (673)

No. 20

The woman sat at the open window and looked out' upon the
peaceful and well-known scene. It was June® and the countryside
was looking its best. The leaves were® fully out but had not yet
lost the sweet light® colours of the early summer months. The
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scene was indeed® beautiful because of its lovely colours, for the
form of® the land itself was rather without interest. There were
no’™ highlands and no lowlands to break up the great plain® which
went on and on for many miles. The place® was dependent upon
the little things to make it interesting!® and pleasing to the eye,
having no great land masses!* to hold the eye and the attention.

All those little'® details were well-known to the woman who
watched from'® her window on that June day. She knew just
how!*® much growth had been added to the plants under her!s
window since June had last come and gone; she knew?%0 just what
would appear from each part of the ground!™ round the house,
when to expect it, and how to®° care for it. Her knowledge of the
countryside and of '™ her own little piece of land had grown up
naturally*® within her during the 15 years that she had lived2!® in
that old stone house. It was quite a small?2® house with two rooms
looking out on to the road®® and two bedrooms above. It was
simple and plain but®® it met her needs and the needs of her smal]2®
family. The first of her children, a boy, was at?® school and another
hour would pass before he would return, 2™ running along the little
road that led to the house.?® The younger of her children was a
little girl, and®* the woman could see her at play from where she?®
sat. She was a happy, healthy-looking young girl of3!° 8, with the
lovely natural colouring that results from good®° food and enough
of it, and good clean air.

While®* the mother sat at the window she was not thinking34°
either of the loveliness of the countryside or of the33 healthy colour

in her children’s faces. Those were the things™0 that were part of

life itself and they were the** things in danger of being lost, lost for
ever. 1f*" once she and her little family left there they would?®*
never return, of that she was certain. And it was®® of that possible
going away that she thought so seriously?! as she sat by the little
window on that peaceful®?® June day.

Father had been offered a good position in®¥ the City and, while
he said that he would do*® whatever she wished in the matter.
while he left it*0 to her to say yes or no, he desired very, % very
much to take up the position, and she knew?™® that this was so.
Nor did she think him wrong.®® He had, she knew, a good, quick
mind, a mind*® that was never still, a mind ever at work on®® some
idea or another. On the long nights of thes!0 long winters he would
read his books and work out® ideas and plans, and in the mornings
he would go®® off to his work which made no demands at all>%
upon that clear mind. His voice was never heard speaking®s®
against his work or his way of life, but because®® she loved him she
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knew that deep inside him was’ the desire for something more
than that easy, peaceful life5® gave him. A month ago two gentle-
men from the big*® city had called at his office in connexion with
some® business and out of that call had come this offer®® of
employment at a rate of pay that would offer®2° them great advantages,
There would be money for better education® for the children,
which was a big consideration. On the% other hand, thought the
woman, the good health of the®* children might be lost if they lived
near the city®® with no fields to play in, no river by which5™ to fish,
no well-known friends. Her brother’s children were®80 very weakly
and they had been brought up in a®% big town. On and on went the
thoughts. Father had™ said that she must be the one to say yes?10
or no, but thinking of him she would have to720 say yes. If, however,
she told him that he must™® be the one to say yes or no he would?4
think of her and say no. *“I must begin to™ sort our things out,”
she said. ““Father must have his76 opportunity. He has worked
so hard for it.” (768)

No. 21

The heat of the day had been such that even!® the houses seemed
to be on fire. If you put® out a hand to touch one of the old stones®
of which the houses were built you took your hand* away quickly,
feeling that it had been burned. The air® itself could be seen,
never still but moving upwards from® the streets and the houses
and the distant fields.

It"® was not usual for the little town to be s0% very warm. For
Ssome years past the summer had been® rather cold with poor
weather, and the people kept to!® their warm dresses and did not
trouble to spend time!!® and money on buying light things which
they might put!° on perhaps once only in a year. Nature, however,
has® her own little ways of interesting herself and us, and4 she
loves nothing better than to do something that is'5® not expected of
her. To give us a very cold!® day in January and a very warm one
in August'™ is easy. There is no interest for Mother Nature in1®
that, and she loves to play with us, giving us'® a warm December
and a cold August. Still, if she2® did that every year that, too,
would become the expected,?! so this year she has given the little
town where®® we live the warmest August on record. At first the2s0
people loved it, and put up with their heavy winter®® dress, but
after several days they began to feel a% little weak.
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“It is lovely,” they said, *‘but of course®® we are not uaedlto it

Less and less coverings®™ were placed on the beds at night, an‘d
the few? stores in the little town soon sold all lhclu‘ sum!‘ncr?‘"'
dresses and wired to the wholesalers for more. The ﬂlt‘?ll'"'r" c}onlyn_ued.
of course, to put on each day their heavy®'? things for it is difficult
for a man to change®® his ways. Nearly all the men were c_:mployed
in the®® great new works that had been built just uul.\ldt,"'the“""
town shortly after the war. From the high ground about®»* two
miles beyond the town you could see the sea®" to the south, but the
downs were between the town® and the sea, and no suggestion of
sea air reached®? the people as they went to and from their la b_our.”"
The air was heavy, and the people seemed to feel’® its weight as
they walked about. Plants were dying just?® when lhg shf)uld
have been at their best, and the**® lovely colours were going from
the countryside. _

If you sat® at your door in the evening you could_ hear littled4?
picce; of the talk going on among friends, fl‘):‘ all**® doors and
windows were kept open until the last light*®® of day had gone. :

“I shall die if it lasts'™ much longer,” says a high young voice,
a voice full*®® of health. *‘I shall just die.” :

“Die you will not,””** answers an old and rather weak voice.
*Die yo'u surely®® will not just because of a little _heat. Hcal_‘.’
Now51® when I was your age ..." and the story of those52° past days is
told, only to be followed by another®® story from some still more
aged person going back still®*® further into the past.

“““What is the matter with yous® all, to be sure?” asks a strong

young man. “‘It% is a change from being cold, anyway.” : .
" Then from quite®™ nearby comes the sweet young voice of a
girl talking®®® to a boy. *‘It would be lovely to see the®® sea, 5h'§ is
.:;'aving. “Do you think it would be®” worth the trouble of ualqug
to the downs and looking®® out at the sea? It must look so still
and®®® peaceful and beautiful.” : .

“I would walk to the end of % the world for you, Penny. Even
in this heat?” “Even®? in this heat,” he answered. Two peo?lc
in the little®®® town found life to their liking. (656)

No. 22

o sctini 10 STf

I happened yesterday to hear on the radio the question:'® “If
S . 9 Z L]

you could be some other person who would you® want to be’

And the answer was: “Myself.”” At this® the first man asked

152

—

igain: “Why, what is so wonderful®® about being you?” And this
time the answer was: “There is nothing so wonderful about it
but it is very®® comfortable.”

All this was not, of course, meant to be™ taken seriously, but I
could not help thinking that really® it is comfortable to be Just
ourselves even though it* is not particularly wonderful.

I'he question: “Who would you like'® to be?” is not a new one,
and I am''® sure all of us have played at times with the!20 jdea of
being some other person. If we are girls!®*® or women we think at
first, perhaps, that it would40 be lovely to be a very, very beautiful
person. Then'® we think that perhaps it would be still better to!80
have masses and masses of money so that we could 17 buy whatever
we desired at the moment we desired it.18 We might perhaps think
that it would be wonderful to'® be able to marry the most good-
looking man in2°° the world.

If it is a man thinking along these®!® lines he will probably want
to be a person well??‘’known in science or in the political field; he
will**® want to be a person well in the public eye.?® He, too, might
find the idea of having masses and?® masses of money rather
pleasing, but it is not very?® likely that he will wish to be out-
standingly good-looking.?7

There is nothing particularly wrong about playing with the idea?s0
of being very beautiful or very well-to-do or2® well known because
we all know at the same time3® that “wishing will not make it so.”
There are indeed®'® some other words that we still hear from time
0™ time on the radio. They are: “Whatever will be will3% be.
The future is not ours to see. What will®® be will be.” The future
certainly is not ours to®® see, but there is one thing about the
future that® is certain, and that is that we shall continue to®?® be
ourselves and shall not get out of bed one®? morning to find that
we are some other person. And?®® this is just as well because we
can be sure'™ that, however many troubles and difficulties we may
have in* our lives, it is still much more comfortable to be?® our-
selves than to be another person. It would be very*® strange indeed
10 get up one day and find everything® changed, to see everything
with different eyes, to feel everything*® with different hands, to
think with a different mind, and*° to have a different store of thoughts
and memories. The*® most serious of the changes would probably
be to find*°® ourselves thinking with a different mind. If we have
always** believed in telling the truth and in being kind to® others,
we could find little pleasure in the mind of?%1° a person who believed
in reaching his or her own®® end regardless of truth or kindness.
If we have always®® Jooked at the world with eyes that have found
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Nature®® beautiful and wonderful, it would be hard to find our-
selves®® without a moment in which to interest ourselves in the®"
daily movement and change round about us. FEven less pleasing®7
is the idea of the loss of our own memories. All the [hinszs.h.ull
the people and events we have’® loved in the past, would be lost
to us, and®* we should find in our minds in place of them®'® another
set of memories of people and events, and they®® would certainly
be of a different order from our own. %30 7 j

Of course, you will say that these things would not®° really
matter because if we became another person we should® think and
act as that person and we should like®® it having no memory at all
of our old selves.*® That, no doubt, is true but the jmpurl:mll point
1s%%0 that in wanting to be that other person we should®® have to
take all the other changes as well. We™ could not just have the
good looks or the money™ or the good opinion of the world. It
would be™" all or nothing, and our personality would be lost to730
us. In its place would be another and quite different? personality.

It seems a great comfort, therefore, to know that™® we shall never
have the opportunity to make such a™ change. We shall g0 on
just being ourselves. 1 (768)

No. 23

How we say a thing is generally just as important!® as what we
say. Sometimes it is important because we®® can chanee the meaning
of the words we use by® the way we say them. [If we place \\cig}ﬁ
on*® one word rather than on another we can change the “feeling””
of our words. By changing the expression of our® voice we can
suggest that we are serious or that™ we are speaking only in play.
For example, you may®® say to a friend: “You really are the most
senseless™ person I ever met!” With such a remark vou could®
break with your friend for ever, but in 9 cases!!® out of 10 such a
remark will have been made'® lightly, as if in play, and if under the
words'® there is just a suggestion of seriousness vour friend ist40
free not to remark upon it because you have madel® the statement
so lightly.

Sometimes people do not wish it'% o be said that they are not
speaking the truth,'” and yet they do not want to speak the truth,180
They therefore take words which in themselves could be true'® but
use them in such a way as to suggest2® 3 different meaning.

It is not, however, only in connexion2! with muun\ing or the
results of our words that it22 js important to be careful. How we
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e our voices*® is important in itself. We often hear such remarks
WM “She has such a pleasing speaking voice” or “Her voice2s?
feally gets me down. I simply could not live with26® it.,”” And it is
true that there are voices we?™ like to hear and voices that we do
not like* to hear.

Few of us really know the sound of?" our own voices. It seems
that our hearing is not3® planned in such a way as to let us hear310
ourselves perfectly. We therefore often go through life thinking
we™ speak in one way when, in fact, we speak in*° some quite
different way. Our opportunities for hearing our own®? voices are
much better than they used to be because®® recording machines are
now quite common, and most of us*® can find an opportunity at
some time or another to®° speak into such a machine and then have
the record®™® played back. Generally such an experience is a
surprise. %% was personally very much surprised at my own voice.
Phe'™ first time I heard a record of it was some*'® years ago. I was
in a strange town, and 1**° went into a big store. This store offered
for quite® a small sum to let you speak into the recording*®
machine and they would then send the record of your'® voice to any
part of the world. I thought it*® would be good to send a few
words home to*”® my mother, and I accordingly thought up a few
words,* said them, paid, and went away. Some weeks afterwards
1*% heard the record. It was a surprise but not just®® the kind of
surprise I like. I had always thought®'® I had a rather light voice
and said my words®®® reasonably quickly. I found that on the record
my voice®* was low, almost deep, and that I had been speaking®®
ut a very low rate.

More recently I made a*®* full-size record, speaking throughout
at 100 words a®® minute, but the result was just the same. On
the®™ play-back I heard a low, rather deep voice, speaking®® at
about 10 words a minute!

We can never reaily®®® know ourselves—what we look like, what
we sound like,*® how our actions appear to others. Perhaps this
15 just®? as well because, even if we cannot really see ourselves®2® as
we are, it is equally certain that other people®® do not see us as we
really are, either. The®? opinions each person holds about another
person are influenced by®® that person’s many experiences, as well
as by the quality®® of the person’s own hearing and seeing.

There is one®™ thing that we can do, however, and that is to®®
train ourselves to speak and act in a way that®® we ourselves believe
to be satisfactory. If we cannot please’ others we can at least try
to please ourselves, but?? it is important, highly important in fact,
that we try™ to follow only the best examples. (720)
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No. 24

Paper itself has come to us from the Far East'® where it was first
used, but the word paper has® come down to us from the Near
East and different® forms of the word are found in several languages.
Paper?® is certainly one of the most common things in the®® modern
world. Every day masses of it are used; every® day masses of it
are burnt; and every day masses™ more of it are made and supplied
to the waiting® people of the world.

People always want paper and the* manufacturer of it need not
fear that the demand for'® his product will fall off. Without paper
our modern life’'® would, at least for a time, come to a complete!2?
stop. Itisindeed very much to be questioned whether'® our modern
life could ever have come about had there'*® been no paper or some
other product of a like'®® nature which was cheap, lasting, and
serviceable.

Without paper we'®® could not write letters to one another.
Millions of letters’™ are written every day, some very important
and some of'® little importance, and they are all written on paper.
Before'® the use of paper, writing had first to be done?™ by cutting
the characters out of stone and later by*'® using materials which cost
so much that only such people®®® as Kings and army leaders could
have them. The common®**’ people could not write and it would
have been useless®™® had they been able to write because there would
have®* been nothing on which to write. And, of course, we?*® can
see at once how impossible it would be to?™ teach people to write
if there was no cheap material®*®® on which to write:

Today, we in this country all** go to school as children and there
we learn to® write and to read, and as soon as we can®? write and
read simple words we begin to learn other® things until most of us
end up by knowing something®*® about quite a number of things.
Some know more and®? some know rather less, but it is just about
impossible®® to find anyone in this country today who has not38°
had the opportunity to learn. - And for this happy state®° of things
we generally thank the Government. Little more than®° a hundred
years ago it was by no means a®® natural thing for all children to
go to school; buti® the Governments that have followed one
another throughout the years*® have made it more and more
possible for young people®* to go to school until we have reached
the state®® today when we believe that not only should all children44®
go to school and so learn to read and to%°® write, but we believe
further that all children should be® given the opportunity to receive
higher education if they show*” themselves able to take advantage
of such training.
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The Governments*®® have been very wise and helpful in passing
ull the*™ Acts which have brought us to this happy state, but3® the
fhet is that it was really the supply of ®1° cheap paper in great amounts
that made it possible for®® us all to learn. Can we picture what
sehool life% would be like without our notebooks and our instruction
books ?*® There would stand a teacher and facing him would sit550
20, 30, or 40 little children longing, let us say,* to read and to
write, to learn about the history® of their own country and of
other countries, to learn®? about their own land and about other
lands. But the® teacher has no books because he has no paper,
and®*® the children have nothing on which they can write and®?®
then take away their work and learn it. Everything must®?® be
done from memory. The teacher has to remember what®® he has
been told and the children in their turn®® have to remember what
they have been told. Memory is%° often a poor help. Nearly
everyone finds it easier to®? learn through reading words than
through hearing them. If we®® wish we can read the words in a
book over®® and over again but the words of the teacher, once®"
said, are lost for ever. We can, of course, ask’™ him to say them
over again, but the time taken™? to learn wholly in this way would
be so great™ that the children would end up by knowing very little?®
In most cases.

Learning became general when books became general. While
books were the property of the few, learning was™" also the property
of the few. Now books may be™° had for the asking and learning,
too, may be had™ for the asking. It is only our personal qualities
that™® limit the field of our knowledge. (786)

No. 25

Do you take an interest in life? You might well'® answer that it

all depends upon what “‘taking an interest™?® means, and you would
do well to answer in that® way because much trouble is caused in
life through people® not expressing themselves in a clear enough
way. If by® *‘taking an interest in life”” is meant that we would®®
rather be living than dying, it is probable that almost™ every living
person is interested.

If, however, we take it® as given that everyone would rather live
than die, we® must find other meanings for the words. We can
indeed'™ be interested in life from very many points of view.'!
Many well-to-do and highly successful business men have'*® reached
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that happy state because they have found a great'® interest in living
their own lives to the full and'*® not paying too much attention to
other people’s actions. They'® have got up each day ready to
overcome any difficulties'®™ that may face them and willing to meet
any demands'”® that life may make upon them. When times have
been'®" bad they have not lost hope: when times have been!® good
they have not lost their heads but have remembered®® that the
years in front of them might not always' be so good. They have
given of their best in® their daily lives, and in return they have
found success.?®

It is not everyone, however, who can find working life?¥ so
satisfactory in itself. It is not everyone who can2® find work that
meets all the needs of the mind.® Such people demand pleasures
beyond those of labour, and they®™ try to find an interest in life in
other directions.?®® But the directions are so many that it is not2%°
easy to know in which direction to look. Happily, we*® do not as a
rule have to look far for®® we seem to have natural mterests. It
seems to come®” quite naturally to us to sort out our feelings,
and™® from the great number of possible fields of interest we9 find
forces pulling us this way or that.

The interests®™® of some people change considerably with the
passing of the™® years; other people seem to hold an interest in
the®™ same kind of things throughout their whole lives. Some
people,®* for example, have a life-long interest in getting together3%®
sets of books, particularly copies of the first publication of0 3
book. Others like to buy pictures, and they alwayso hope that
one day they will have the pleasure of*2° buying an old picture very
cheaply only to be told*® afterwards by the experts that it is a true
Old*® Master and is worth many thousands of pounds. Such
finds**® were certainly possible in times past, but it is doubtful4s®
whether in these days there are many Old Masters which®™® have
been put away and which no one has afterwards?° remembered, so
that they are now just waiting for the®® day when an expert will

discover their true worth. Too%® many people have for too long.

been finding an interest®® in the buying and selling of pictures to
make it possible for such an event to happen often. Still, people®®
£o on hoping and quite rightly so. With books there3 may be the
same hope: one day a person may®® have the happiness of buying
an old second hand-book®® for a few pennies only to discover
afterwards that it*” is a very valuable book indeed, and would get
a*® high price if offered for sale.

There are people who5* have a deep interest in show business of
all kinds,* serious or otherwise. Some people find their interest
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in the®® open air life, and they are never so happy as®® when
walking over the downs or through the fields: or perhaps their
love for the open air leads them to®® take a very great interest in
the large or small®® piece of land round their house. It must be
kept®® perfect, they feel, and very lovely such places generally look. 57
There are many persons, young ones particularly, who find much®s
pleasure in playing records. They will sit beside their records®
player for hours, playing over the most recent records they™ have
bought.

For some people “taking an interest in life”™® means keeping
up-to-date in their knowledge of passing® events. They read books
and newspapers which keep them informed™ about the most
recent developments in science or in the™® political field, and in
industry or engineering. At all costs™ they wish to be well informed
on daily events.

Whatever™ form our interest may take, it is important to have?®
such an interest. (773)

No. 26

It was just a day at the office like any'® other. Being there first,
as she nearly always was, Penny?® took the cover off her machine
and gave the machine® a quick clean. This did not take long
because Penny® did it each day, and the machine was, therefore,
kept® in very good condition. From time to time she oiled® it as
well, and because of these kind attentions the? machine caused her
no trouble.

She then cleaned Mr. White’s*®® table, making quite sure that
everything was ready and in® order. Mr. White was quite a good
employer and easy'® to work with, as a rule, but he did sometimes!1®
make a scene if small things went wrong. So Penny'*® had found
out that the best thing to do was'® to make sure that nothing went
wrong.

By the time'% all these small matters had been seen to, Miss
West!® had come in. Penny and Miss West both worked forso
Mr. White. Penny was only 17 years of age and'™ had been in the
office for less than a year,1® whereas Miss West was 22 and had
been with'® Mr, White for 4 years. Penny did not mind being?
under Miss West because she knew that she had not? yet had
enough experience to take the full responsibility herself,22 and
moreover Miss West was almost always kind and helpful.2* Of
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course, if Mr. White made life difficult for Miss**® West for any
reason, she then passed it on and** made things difficult for Penny,
but on the whole all*®® was quite peaceful and such upsets did not
last long.?"®

Miss West opened her notebook and began to complete letters?s®
left over from the day before, while Penny put answered?® letters
away and placed copies of letters sent out into®® the Letter Book.
They worked without speaking for about half*9 an hour. Then the
door opened once again and Mr.**® White passed through the office
on the way to his*®* own room, which opened out of the general
office.

He*? was a small man with quick movements, a man who3°
seemed (o be able to get through a great amount®® of work in no
time at all. He seemed, too,*® to remember the smallest details of
everything that had happened.?®® He remembered the names of all
of his customers, and®** he always considered their personalities
when writing or speaking to® them. He often used to remark that
it was not*® only the quality of a product that made it easy** to
sell a thing: it was also an understanding of** the person to whom
the goods were to be sold.* If the customer liked you and believed
that you liked* him, he used to say, the sale was already half-#%way
towards being made.

Having read through the morning’s letters*”*—which he liked to
open himself—Mr. White called Miss**® West into his office to take
down some answers. Penny** went off, as she did each morning
during the winter®® months, to heat up some milk. She took this
in%1° for Mr. White and Miss West. Often, however, Miss West’s520
milk went cold because, as she said: “‘He never stops®® speaking for
long enough for me to touch it!” In%° the summer months, of
course, the morning drink was something®® very cold, and Miss
West’s trouble was that it became®®® warm before she could touch it!

And so the events® of the day were much as they always were.
As®® it was a Wednesday, however, Penny went out at 12.30%%° to a
little place near to the office where®® the meals were rather better
than at most places which®? were within her means. The meal cost
a little more®® than on other days of the week but she went®® there
happily because six girls of her own age and®* from her old school
met there each Wednesday to have®® a meal together and to exchange
news and views. Penny®® looked forward to these Wednesday
meetings very much. The girls®™ talked freely of any difficulties
they met with in their®®® work, and she was able to learn more
about office® life in this way than would have been possible in™
one small office. (703)
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No. 27

Time, as we have remarked before, is the most valuablel® thing
that we have to spend. We can use our® time or we can waste it,
just as we can® use or waste our money. There is one very important®
difference between time and money, however. All the people who®®
are reading these words own different amounts of money: no®® two
people, in all probability, would be found to have™ just the same
sum, down to the last penny, if*® all the money to which they had a
right were® put down on the table. But everyone has the'® same
amount of time. We all have our 24'° hours each day, and for
everyone of us the'® hour will supply just sixty minutes of time,
no more'® and no less. The minute will give us sixty seconds,!4
no more and no less, and there is nothing whatever'® that we can
do about it, try as we may.'® Sometimes we long to make time
pass more quickly because!™ we are waiting for something wonderful
to happen, and sometimes'® we long to make the time pass less
quickly because'® we like the present moment so much. Science,
which has**® done such wonderful things, has not yet found a way?*!"
to change this regular passing of time.

It does not** seem certain, however, that time is really quite the
same®*® for everyone of us. It is true that we?® cannot get away
from the seconds, minutes and hours of2® each day, but it is possible
that some people have?® a feeling for time which is different from
that of2? other people. This may account for the fact that there2s0
are people who seem to be able to get through?®® a great amount of
work in quite a short time®® while there are others who, no matter
how hard they®® work, seem to get very little done. This is not* the
result of any real difference in time itself, however:3® it is probably
owing to a difference in the way®© that our minds work. If one
person has a mind®™ that is very quick, that sees the point of some?®?
remark at once, that knows the answer to a question®® almost
before the question has been asked—then that person®?° is certainly
likely to do more in any given time®® than the person who needs to
look this way and® that before seeing the point of a remark, anc
who*® has to think hard and long before being able to*?® answer «
question. That is a difference in the mind.** not in the passing of
time.

Much of our time* is spent at work, in school, office or home,
but*® it is a poor day that offers us no time*® at all to spend how
we like, and the way"”® we spend those few hours that we have to
ourselves* differs from person to person. In these days quite a®
considerable part of people’s free time is spent in watching®® TV,
Before the coming of TV people spent™® more time with the radio.
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Before the radio came there’2® were the ‘“pictures,” and before that
there were books.5® All these ways of spending time now exist
together, and®® we have many ways of keeping ourselves interested.

It has®® always been considered respectable to read boc;ks. .E\{en
when a%° person spent rather too much time upon reading, sitting
up® at night when he should have been in bed, he®®® was in some
way respected for this. To read was®® to learn and to get knowledge
was a good thing.*® But, of course, many people did not read to
learn.®® Many read light books—love stories, for example—and
when®?® young people read such stories their mothers would say
that®® they were wasting time and that ““they” did not rez_td““’ such
things when *“‘they” were young. When it came to® “going to the
pictures”™ the pictures were not considered quite®®® respectable. [t
was perhaps all right to go to the®™ pictures, say, once a week but
to go more often®® was somehow not quite the thing, and wher:,
young people®® did anything wrong it was put down to the pad"“
influence of the pictures. The possible bad influence of light™?
reading was no longer remembered, and the old people of "0 the
new day would say that “they” did not go™ to the pictures in
‘“their” young days. ; |

Today it is™® the turn of TV. Watching TV night after™® night
is often said to be the cause of wrong’™® acts committed by young
people because, of course, the old™® people of the still newer age
did not watch TV™® in “their” young days.

Perhaps a form of pleasure™ has to be more or less out-of-date
before®® we can consider it a respectable way of passing the®!
time? (811)

No. 28

The young woman walked from room to room of thc_‘° house. It
was not a very large house; it was,* indeed, a house like so many
others up and down® the country. It had in it 5 rooms, two down?’
with 3 bedrooms above. It had electric fires in all*® the bedrooms
and an electric water-heating system.

The fact® that her house was just like thousands of other small™
houses did not influence the judgment .of the young woman® at al].
In one way it was quite different from®* all the other houses, for it
was hers. It was'® her own house to live in and to make comfort-
able!® and beautiful. It was her own house, and she hac!”“ n}ad'e
up her mind to live happily in it and'® to make all who lived in it
happy as well. 14

s
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Her mind was serious as she moved about, but her!'®® heart was
light. “I am a married woman now,” she'®® thought. “I am a
married woman with all the responsibility!™ that goes with marriage,
but how happy I am!”

And,'®® of course, she ought to have been happy. Her namel®
was Penny. Two weeks before she had been Penny Wills:2% now
she was Penny Read, and had been married for®® two weeks.
Only the day before she had returned from®** the seaside to begin
her life in her new home.?*

The house itself was not new but it was quite®*® modern, and she
had spent much time during the last*® few weeks buying materials
and making up her mind about®® colours. The paint work she had
kept light in colour,*™ but in each room she had employed a different
basic®®® colour. One room, for example, was light blue while
another®® was done in a very, very light golden colour. The??
paint in the sitting-room and in the best bedroom®® was, however,
white. It was all very pleasing, even to®® the eye of a person not
particularly interested, and to®® Penniy it was just wonderful.

She had received many presents,*® for she was a girl with an
agreeable nature and®° many friends, and those presents she was
now putting out,* taking care that each thing should go in the
best®® possible place for it. She had received six pictures and®®
each picture had to be placed in such a way®® that it showed to the
best advantage. She did not*® want a picture where so little light
fell on 1t"® that it could not be seen clearly; but, on the!*® other
hand, she did not want the full light to* fall on it in such a way
that no one**® could see the picture. Every detail was important to
Penny?®® as she carried on with her happy work. and she*® did
everything with loving care.

Before her work had come®® to an end, however, she had to
leave it and* to think of food. Her special friend was calling on*
her that afternoon. It would be the first time in®® her life that she
had had a friend call on®? her in her own home, and it was quite,
quite® necessary that everything should be perfect. She had been
trained®™? in the arts of housekeeping, and it was not long®® before
all sorts of good things were ready. To set®™ the table for two was
a small ‘matter, but even®° that seemed to take a long time, so
carefully was®® it done. Then Penny had to change her dress.
The®" dress she had on was pleasing enough but it was®® not new.
Her friend had already seen it. Penny believed®® that as a married
woman she ought to put on®® a new dress so that she would look
just as® different in the eyes of her friend as she was®* feeling in
her own heart, (635)
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No. 29

Today we have so many different means of getting comfortably'®
and quickly from one place to another that we perhaps® do not
value some of these means as much as®* we ought. In the early
days of man’s development he® had to walk or to run if he desired
to® get from one place to another. Then, after many years,®® he
discovered that he could sit on the back of? an animal if he moved
on land, and in this®* way he sat at ease while the animal laboured
for® him. The animal used naturally differed in different countries.
A very important development came when men discovered that
they could'® move across water. The object that carried them over
the!?® water in those far-off days could not be called® a ship as we
understand that word today. Poor as'® the methods may have
been, however, they did let men®® reach places that would be
otherwise ¢ut off by water.'® For thousands of years there was no
development beyond this.'”™® There existed no quick means of
movement. Life was simple!® and hard.

But things do not stand still. We must,'® we are told, move
onwards or move back, and men®*” seem always to have desired to
move forward. No matter®’® what point they reach, they always
see something more calling®*® them onwards. Out of this desire for
a better material®” life came good roads, big ships, railways, motor-
cars and®"® planes. So used are we to wonderful planes and to?°
powerful motor-cars that we are in danger of under-**®valuing the
railway, that rather out-of-date method of*™ moving across the
country! Few people in these days use?? the railway for pleasure:
they use it because it is*® a useful. means of getting somewhere
reasonably quickly. If a®® friend tells us that he is going some-
where by plane®® we are immediately interested. If he tells us that
he®® has bought a handsome new car and is going to*® such and
such a place we are likely to be*? interested. If he is going overseas
in one of the*? large and modern ships all his friends will want to%°
see him off. Let him go by rail, however, and*° no one will take
the smallest interest in him. Railways®? are all right in their way,
but they are not*® “news”!

Yet the railway has played an important part in'® the greatness
of our country. Railways have quite a long*'? history if we go back
to the times when the*®® trains were led by horses, but they have a
history**® of only a hundred or so years when we speak® of the
railway in its modern form. The present heavy'® railway, with
great engines and iron or steel railway lines,*®® was developed in
this country, and from here it was*® soon sent to most parts of the
world. The English-**%built railways were found not only in this
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country but*®® in other countries overseas, and in a remarkably
short time®® engines were carrying trains full of people and goods
at®™? rates as high as those used today.

These rates do®® not seem very remarkable today, used as we
are 0% hearing of planes moving at 500 or a thousand®® miles an
hour, but they seemed very remarkable to people®™ a hundred years
ago. There were no motor-cars and®*® the horse was used as the
quickest, safest and best®™® means of getting about on roads that
were for the®® most part very bad indeed. Quite small distances
often took® days to cover. In such conditions as these it is®®
natural that the railway seemed a thing of most outstanding®!
importance. It is certain that without it this country could®® not
have gone forward in the wonderful way it has.®® [t is doubtful
whether even the plane in this age® has really been so important
for the country as the®® train was in the earlier age. In the building
of % railways this country led the world, but in recent years®™®
certain other countries have shown more drive in keeping their®
railways clean and up-to-date. (686)

No. 30

Sometimes it seems that the more we know and the!® more we
learn, the less remarkable we consider our learning® and our
knowledge to be. When other people can do® something that we
ourselves cannot do we think that those* people must be very
wonderful indeed; we think that they®® must be of much more

-worth than we ourselves are.®® Yet, as soon as we can do that

same thing™ we think nothing of it, and begin to look round®® for
something new to learn or to do.

It even® seems that we act in this same way in our'® thoughts
about the new goods and the new machines that''? are so often and
so readily put before us in'? these days. It is, perhaps, difficult to
continue to find'* each new thing so very remarkable whem new
and better'* things follow one another at such a great rate. We!®
still find ourselves greatly interested, however, when something
quite new'® comes along. The first plane to fly over water looks!™
a very poor thing if we see it now, but'® it certainly caused more
talk and general interest than the'® largest and most modern plane
causes today, let it have®® four engines or eight engines, or as many
as the*® engineers wish. Planes are no longer new, and they are2
hardly even news. The public expects its engineers and its®® men
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ot;l scignce to bring out newer and larger and®* better planes. For
awSkaf; oes the public pay taxes, if**® not for such things, one might
T'I)'lc first man-***made object to free itself from the earth’s pull
z_md”" to fly off to the outer distances may be worth?? several IPLI
in thf: newspaper. The second such object may** be z;uuch bi o
and it may Ieas\]fe the earth much®® more quickly, but becausel%tgei!;
. 0 . i
:1;; St::;eﬁi:;;.t cannot hope to get the interest of the public in%2°
In lh_e_se days we have the most*® wonderful machines to do f
us addition, division and other®® sums, A thousand sumso' .
sec'ont:l is nothing to*® such a machine. Quickly and still nl::)ra
quickiy the figures®® fly, but the public hardly cares. It is robable
that?7 there. was much more interest three hundred years g 0 insag
the first adding machine ever made. That first machine was”g“ made
by a young man in the attempt to lessen'® the labours of his fathe
whq was responsible for taxation*® and who worked long hou i
adding up figures. Further machines*® followed, and it is intirestir: "
to note that all those® early machines were made by people worki :
by themselves, all**® on their own. In these days the usual th'ng
1540 for organized workers to act together in such matters i
Thet%® ﬁrstlmachine could work only addition or “tai(e away”’
sums, 170 bL_:l in a few years a machine was made that0 could{)
used for division and that represented a most*®® important st in
the development of such machines. g VR L
The quick®® _devclopmenl of this country during the Machine
Age, a }?‘undred““ or more years ago, brought with it a growin
demand®*® f_or adding machines. Business and industrial rowtﬁ
took plac:c side® by side with the growth in the size of lhe“"gb k
and _1he increased use of the credit system. [t was natural at];laf
the time soon came when most banks™® and offices could not think
of operating without the help®° of adding machines. 4
Now we have machines that can do® the most surprising and
difficult pieces of work. Difficult sums®® that might take a r%:an a
year or more to"® do are carried out in a matter of minutes, [f®1°
lhc_machmc goes wrong it knows that it has done®® so, and i.t takes
action to put things right. These®® machines are sa’id to have ;
memory; lltgy are even®’ said by some to think. In fact, some man
somewhere® has to do the thinking first, and the mac’hine actsso
gt’terwards according to that man’s instructions. It cannot act by®?"
itself.but can do only what it is told to®*°® do. It cannot therefgre
be said to have a mind®® and to be able to think. The mz:lchine can'
however,”™ store facts and figures and make use of them Ialer,"';
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and 1n that way it perhaps can be said to™® have a memory. The
machines are certainly wonderful but in our daily lives we hardly
give them a thought. They™® represent just one of so many remark-
able things, after all. (750)

No. 31

If a book is really successful the public may buy'® it in very large
numbers. Sometimes we see figures showing?® that several hundred
thousand copies of a book have been® bought. It is of interest to
ask: “What does the'® public ask for in the books which it reads
for®® pleasure?” In this field, as with all other ars, there® is the
man or the woman who says: ‘1 do™ not know much about writing,
but I do know what®® books I like to read.” And if we may judge®
from the books which have been greal successes it seems!® safe to
say that what the masses of the people!’® ask for in their reading is a
book which tells!?® a good story about interesting people, a book
with movement!® and life in it. There are always people ready to'*?
give the public what it asks for in such respects,'® and writers who
wish to make money from their writing!® have been almost forced
to write books of the kind'™ which please the people who make up
the largest market'® for their work.

Now a book written with this public® in view may still be a good
book, but very?™ often it is not the book which the writer would®?
have written had he been quite free to follow his?® own wishes.
The form of book provided by many writers2 is the book which
tells a clear story, which gives®! a picturé of a number of men and
women who?*® at the beginning of the book are in one set®® of
conditions, and who move step by step throughout the®” book into
a different and more pleasing set of conditions.?®® Such a book
gives the reader a sense of order.2® The people in these books act
and think along certain®® lines, and it is only in details that the
stories®" differ.

But during recent years the more thoughtful writers have®®® been
attempting a new form. It is said that the®® course which our lives
take depends upon our personal thoughts,*® the thoughts which, if
told at all, are told only®® to those nearest or dearest to us. It is
in%0 these personal thoughts that the writers are interested. The
important® thing, they say, is to set down the life which®" goes on
in a man’s mind—not so much the*® thoughts which result from
the day-to-day happenings, but'® the long line of thoughts which
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;?)a:)l;esa :epsg;:'sj;;a::" lif::. 'Blut both the old and the new form ofze
material considerations it i i
fo; tlalvery_ tevenli or every thought to be set#40 &3&1 R
writers have to face this question :
t ' of what®® to yse a
o(; lt?::g%l:;;m'l‘;};]ei ;;;r;:e;‘ of'te0 Lhe book with a story uses lhos::de»‘g:]::;
_ ¢Ip on the telling of his story. The wishds0
:}]11: xll:lt;r o? the £:w form of book st to give a cgmplet: ;;Icsttlljr OF
sk ::)rs 0 I}Ile people.he is telling us about. So he makes hiz:’)"
00k, cach part of his book, cover only a®° short time, and

:.131 ac:oulll)tful if he Feads through three or four hundreds1o pages for
by lill':l)e ng;e. Without doubt he finds pleasure in® the book line
Yt of his {Jage b{w page. 'Ijht:“30 story is not a really necessar
de"elopmenf“;acs)?rtie m refadmg, and it is probably that with the
like it more. new form the general reader may come toseo
(663)

No. 32

f“zllrllg Lv::gt:::z ts}lllould be Life Wwas more peaceful; events® did not
- ol d_er quite so quickly; friends were™ more true and
st o r:hn?g. There was more respect for® family life, men
i3 day];pi . ::O:Jr work, and hfe“"was a very good thing. 'i“hose
rest]essne; b ared told, were very different from the present days of
i ar;, doubt, of the wrong weather in both summer
When'™ all men wee brothens and e CTe those happy times,
i i ife wa 140 "
Some w:!l answer that they were the years ge?zr:?;yV?/g?ld \ff\.;::?l

In ' our reading also we co i
me upon stories of the golden!so
:)l:'ot]l): p(z;st, but we find here that at!% all times duringg (:hee;ast(i?cf
and years men have?® been pointing back to the happy days

168

of old, attempting®'® to paint for us a picture of those happy days,?°
and to show us how much better those days were?* than the times
in which they were then living.

What?% is the reason for this looking back into the past®® to
find happiness? Perhaps it is that at almost any®? time there are
many people who are leading happy lives®™ but who do not talk
or write about it; but?° there are also many others who were happy
in their?®® young days but who have not changed with the ever-3%
changing conditions of the life going on about them. For®? these
people the world used to be a better place® than it is at present.
There are few of us®? who cannot look into the past and find happy
days.®® As children, we have little or no control over the* details
of our lives, but we are generally happy because® we are able more
easily not to regard these details® if they do not please us. We can
cut ourselves®® off from the outside world and build up a happy®*
world of our own.

It might be easy for usi® to believe these people who find good
only in the"® conditions of the past were it not for the fact? that
these same people will, at other times, tell us**® how different things
were when they were young, how hard*¥ they were forced to work,
for what long hours they*® were kept at their work, how few
pleasures they had,**® and so on. And for every book which we
read?™ telling us of the good old days there will be**® another telling
us of the bad old days, of the*™ hard lives of the masses of the
people. Most of*® us would not be willing to return to the con-
ditions®? of life as it was lived 30, 40 or 50°%° years ago. We

believe that it is better to be® living in the present, with all the
troubles of the®® present day. We know that we have no right to%"°
expect to be happy all the time, and we know?® also that by keeping
in touch with the life and®® the thought and the interests of our
own times, we®° can help to make the present days happy ones,
both5® for ourselves and for others.

We can be certain, t00,%%° that at some time in the future old
people wills® look back to these present days and will speak off20

them as the “good old days.” (626)

No. 33

There are few of us who do not find pleasure'® in the knowledge
that we hold in our hands a®® new book, and that we have before us
the necessary® hour of rest and peace in which to read it."* As we

169




open the book what do we hope to% find in its pages? Are we
hoping to increase our® knowledge of some particular subject? Are
we expecting to find™ beauty in the language of the book and in
the®® writer’s expression of his thoughts? Orare we goingto*read the
book simply for the pleasure to be found! in the story which it wil]
tell 2
Some of us"® will hope to find one thing and others will hopet20
to find a different thing. But if we are reading' just for the story,
what kind of story do we!® hope the book will tell? What do we
wish the'®® book to give us? Do we want the story o' put before
us a picture of life as it is,!7 showing us its dangers as well as its
comforts, its'® troubles as well as its happiness? Or do we wanti®
the story to take us away from the real world** and to open out for
us a world of the*'® “make-believe,” to show us life as it might be2zo
if this world were perfect, or as it might be*® in a quite different
world which exists only in the*® mind of the writer ? Our answers
to these questions wil]250 depend partly upon the state of our minds at
the*® time of the question’ being asked and partly upon the???
general purpose of our reading. If we read with no®® set purpose
in mind we shall probably like best the2® books of the second kind -
if we are reading because™® we regard the art of writing as something
valuable in®° jtself, because we love to read well-written matter,
because’? we valye expression of thought and idea, then we shal|32
probably want to read books of the first kind, the*® books which
attempt to paint a picture of life as®® it js lived, day by day, by
people in different®® countries and in different stations of life,
Books of this#® kind are very often well-written, for it is the3so
writer with the most power over words who can most3" successfully
put before us these living pictures so that as' we read we say:
“Yes, that is so. I have*? seen that; I have experienced that.”” The
writer is writing*® of what he knows and of what he has seen.0
Such books develop our minds, help us to think clearly,"0 and add
to our own experience the experience of thes0 writer.

Many years ago a very well-known writer of %9 the time said that
there were two kinds of book, the books of the hour and the
books of all®® time. The difference, he continued, was not one of
quality® only—it was not merely that the good book would5® [ast
while the bad book would not. It was a' difference of kind, for
there were good books for the hour and good books for all time,
bad books fors¥ the hour and bad books for all time. The book® of
the make-believe world is generally a book of** the hour: it gives
us pleasure while we read, but® once it has been read it is not
long remembered.5 Whether it is a good or a bad book depends®©
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uality of the mind of the writer and®™® whether or not
EE olgshsognethiig of value to say.®® On the other han]:.l_, }:vehmays(
keep in our minds®? for ever the memory of a bogks\:ro ich s gtw
usP2° the real world, but this is only possible if, again, .th; Wﬂht:;'
has had something of value to sag; :md““l has :,xpressed his thoug
i uage which in itself gives®® us pleasure.
m']l"izgrefding public grows yearly anfi the nl::‘r]lbe‘r““ ';Jlfbbog:;
issued grows yearly. Which of last year’s books®?® will still be r

i ? 930 ould care to express an opinion.
in the years to come? Few®?of us w P i

No. 34

I want to talk for a little wl?ile this week;‘)’ abput tshorti?;r:c{i)
writing. How many words a minute can you wrlt%la tpr:,riter.)
How many words a minute \\Ifou]d you®® like to be a ef(\)witin s
Are you taking any*’ steps to increase your pres:]nl rlatﬁ ct)we Wougk.i
I think?® that there are very few of us who do not® feel t at e wand
like to be able to write™ more quickly: “fhether we ca;:ogsl iy
good shorthand notes® at 50 words a minute or at Zh 1\8' 35
minute, there is always present a demr;“’" to add another ob;bl at
50 words to our® rate of writing. I think also thlaaz it _1shprt amyat
true to say that very few pe(_)ple ever 4geach the. hig e?d rwm’1 ;
which they could write. 1 bellg‘\;e that! ?;i?; writers could,

i ini work, write'®® more qu } i) ‘
llttX: (;?;;]tlit;%la;f?en asked is: “What rate of‘ t"’“ writing is re_clllugeg
to meet the needs of most office!’™ workers?” Often you wnte “::“
that the answer given is'®" to the effect that 80 words afnt:'m;:o s
bel® good enough to carry the writer Ithrough most c;m tlls:is i
work. But experience has shown that in many offices st
the case, and I think that those?*® of you who are at pres.er::1 i
at 50 or?*® 80 words a minute shoqld make up your :‘1‘;“]2% oAl
you will continue your training until you can write at iy
a minute or over. If,% when you leaye your day ::flh[qt(:l’ yt; i
able to?"® write at 80, make up your minds to use a*" little tomyand
free time each week in perfecting your®® knoufledge of the sys “?aste *
in increasing your rate of 3¢ writipg. .You }Vlll not find it qvenm -
time®? to do this. The goodhsnuat:ons in offices are gi

ho can do better than the masses. ! . ¥ 2%
th‘—:;f;:e\:’em is, too, the question of your finding hag)slgmess ‘Zn ):rn:; "
work. If, when you get out ot;1 bedaeeoach mqirlt:leg’a 2 ggt:o Eg e

ing into an office where® you wi
fi?tlllea:of:;"“gtl:an you are able to do, you will not feel®® very happy
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about it. You will perhaps feel like the®® little girl who was five
years old and had been*® at school for three weeks. She was asked
by her®?® mother: “Well, and how do you like school?”’ “Oh,”
said*? the little girl, “I wish I was married and out#® of it all.”
If you take a real interest in*® your work and know that you can
easily meet the*®® demands which will be made upon you, then you
are!® likely to find happiness in it. Therefore, it is time* well used
in your early days if you work hard*® to become an expert writer.
When you reach a rate*® of 80 words a minute, do not regard it as®®
the end of the shorthand road, but rather as a®° step on the road.
Happily, our system of shorthand is%2® such that it is very easy to
reach 120°% and 140 words a minute,?® and with a little work much
higher rates can be®® reached.

A few points for you to note are: Always*® use good quality
paper for your shorthand notes. Write lightly,5 passing quickly
from one outline to the next and from®® the end of one line to the
beginning of the®® next. A light and easy touch is a sure way®® to
increase the rate of writing. Make sure that you®'® have a good
knowledge of the general rules of the®®® system and of the special
Short Forms. Read and copy®® as much well-written shorthand as
possible. While taking down® do not think of other things: think
on!y_ of the®® words being read out and of the outlines you are®0
writing.

Once you know the outline for a word or®® a set of words, there
is no reason why you®® should not write that outline as quickly as
the expert®? writer. (691)

No. 35

A little while ago we considered the rather strange fact!® that it
is very often the people who talk most?® about the “good old days™
who at other times tell* us about the very hard times they had in
their®® own early days. In these easy-going days, they say, young®®
people do not know what it is to work really®® hard, and, they
continue, it.is as a direct result”™ of their own hard work that they
are today® the men they are. And we, of course, are left®® in no
doubt whatever that we of the present day'® can never hope to be
as good men and women* as our fathers and mothers.

If this is the case,’®® the country today is in a very bad way 130
But is it the case? If the young people of'* today are of poorer
quality than their fathers and'® mothers, we may ask whether the
old people of today'® are in their turn of poorer quality than
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their'® fathers and mothers, who no doubt had to face even® less
easy conditions. Clearly, this cannot be the case, for'® if we are
today any better than the people?® of a thousand or two thousand
years ago, it is?'® because on the whole the young people at any
given®® time have been as good as the old people, and®* even a
little better. The material conditions of life for®° the masses of the
people of this country are better?®® today than they have ever been.
People generally have?® better food, better houses and better
schools. More care is* taken to see that young people, as far as
possible,?® take up work of a kind which will interest them.?*® And
almost all large business houses now provide playing fields*® for
their workers.

Not only are these better conditions offered®!® to the people—it is
of equal importance to note®® that the people are making full use
of the better®® conditions. Authorities all over the country have
provided schools where*?® those who are at work during the day
may increase®® their knowledge in their free time, either without
charge or®® at a very low cost; and the attendances at such®"*
schools are growing yearly. Women all over the country and®®
in every station of life are learning the food values®® of different
kinds of food, and people generally are moving*® into the better
kind of houses as soon as it*'? is possible for them to do so. More
people own*® their own houses today than at any time in*¥ our
history.

It is quite true that to learn to%? face up to troubles and a hard
life is a% valuable part of our training; but even though the material*®®
conditions of our lives are better, we still have enough?™ troubles to
face and to overcome in our own times*° without wishing to turn
our steps back into the past** in order to find still more.

That girls and young®® women are today in a better position than
their®® mothers were would not be questioned by many. They
can®® lead very much wider and happier lives, and it is®*° certainly
not the women who talk with love about the®® good old days. But
men have been doing it throughout®® the years. Here is one
example. An old man writes:56°

“The minds of the young people are full of plays’? and shows; and
if they are so interested in these®®® things, what room is left over in
their minds for®° learning? And,” he adds, “the teachers are just as
bad.®® With them, too, such subjects supply the material for talk®?
more often than any others.”

We feel that we have®® heard these words before. But when
were they written? Nearly®® two thousand years ago! Have we,
after all, changed so®° very much? (642)
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No. 36

We _cons:dcred recently a few points regarding shorthand writin
and'® it may be of interest if we now deal with20 those points ingz;
little more detail. You may remember® that our’ first point was
that you, as shorthand writers,* should not regard any sort of paper
as good en'ou'ghz‘“ for shorthand notes. If the paper you use iIs) cﬁ"i"
poor quality you are making it less easy for yourself™ in our
attempts to write at a higher rate. Yours® writing materials shiuld
always be of the very best quality,® both in your school work and
at the ofﬁ'ce. Also,'® you must train yourself to turn over a page
very™'® quickly. Otherwise you will find that by the time you!20 !I:agc
turned the page the reader will be too many'® words in front of
you. It has been found that'®® many shorthand writers fail to pass
shorthand tests simply because!s0 they have taken too long to turn
over the page,’™ and so have lost several words. It is easy tol70
understand this when you consider that when you are writiny f8 o
the rate of 60 wor'ds a minute you are!?? writing one word a segcond'
when you are writing at®® 120 words a minute you are writin 210
two words a second. It is quite clear, therefore, that?2 you m%ist
not waste 5 or more of your valuable®® seconds on turning over a
page. It must be turned** without the waste of one secondg

Our next point was®9 that the writer should develop a Iiéht and
easy touch,* passing very quickly from one outline to the next
and*™ from the end of one line to the beginning of 2 the next. W
ver:y_often see shorthand writers, in the290 early days of their tra}nin 3
writing much too heavily. Every3%0 attempt should be made tgc;
overcome this, and it is® never too soon to begin. You can find
out iln""“’ the following way whether you yourself are writing too
heavily.®® When you have written a page of shorthand turngloa40
the back of the page and see whether any marks*® of your writin
show t}_njouglll the paper. If they do,® you will know that you arg
?}?t wrn(t;;g lightly enough“" to get the best results. The notes of
pa(;fro'o shorthand writer can never be seen on the back of %0 the

The third point was that you should have'® a really good know
ledge of the rules of the system®® and of the special Short Forms-
as you cannot hope®® to build up a high rate of writing if you*® ¢ ’
not know the rules of the system. The Short**® Forms byythe wi ’
represent a large part of any*® matter which you are’likel to aby‘
ca;[cd upon to? take down in shorthand, and it will be Of)g’real‘”?’
:fo:&:_) you if you can write them easily and®® quickly, without

Read and copy well-written shorthand. In* this way you will
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form in your mind pictures of5® the outlines for a great many words.
When matter is®1° read out to you these pictures will come at once520
to your mind and you will be able to put®® the outlines on to paper
without loss of time. If,5 when taking down, there is a doubt in
your mind®° as to -what is the right outline for a word,’® write
something which represents the sound of the word. Afterwards,?"°
take steps to find out what the outline should be®® and write it
until you feel certain that you know®® it and will in future be able
to write it®° quickly.

Finally, never let yourself think of other things while®'® you are
taking shorthand notes. Think only of what you®® are writing.
At the end of a “‘take™ you should® be able to give a short account
of the subject®® matter without looking at your notes. If you
cannot do®?° this, it shows that you were not thinking of the®%
“sense” of the matter while you were writing. (668)

No. 37

The Englishman, it is widely believed, is always talking about'® the
weather. It is probably true that the people or® this country do talk
about the weather more than is® the case in some other countries,
but that is merely®® because the English weather gives us more to
talk about.’® We simply do not know from one day to the® next
what sort of weather we-shall get, and sometimes™ we really do
not know from hour to hour. And® so it has become natural to us
to talk about® the weather, and when we meet a friend we usually'®®
make some such remark as: “What a lovely day!” or'!® perhaps:
“What weather!” according to how we feel. Nor do'*® most of us
like most of the weather. It is!® either too warm or too cold;
water comes down upon'? us in such amounts that we feel like
turning into'®® fishes, or it does not come at all and all**® the plants
we have so carefully put in the ground!? are in danger of dying. No,
we do not really’®® like our weather, but we are willing to state to'%
any who are willing to hear that our weather is*® the best in the
world. Far from us, we say,? is the desire for lovely warm days
throughout the whole?® of the year—and so on. The fact that we?3
state that our weather is the best in the world2® does not, of course,
mean that we have to like?® it. And like it we do not, most of
the2® time. Perhaps that is why so many people go to®" other
countries for their two or three weeks’ leave in®*° the summer. They
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are willing to put up with the changing weather while they go
about their day-to-day®o working lives, but for those wonderful
weeks when they are®9 free from work they want something better,
some measure of* certainty that the days will be kind to them.

Yet,* when all is said and done, we know that there*® is nothing
quite like a lovely English summer day, a0 summer day with
warmth but without great heat—and that®® is a very real difference
—a summer day when the37 evenings are long and we can sit outside
or at®® our windows and watch the beautiful golden and red colours3%
of the dying day. How peaceful are those sweet hours, 4 g5 we
rest and talk, or read a little, or*1® tell ourselves once more “‘that the
world is all right;4° it is the people living in it that make it430 seem
all wrong!™ Sweet indeed are such hours, and we* fee] all the
better for experiencing them.

And how lovely®® are the first warm days towards the end of
winter %% There is nothing quite like the pleasure, after the hard*"®
and cold days of winter, of getting up one morning?® and finding a
new warmth in the air, of seeing®® the first signs of little leaves
breaking through once again,®® and feeling new life beginning all
about us. Perhaps thats10 jg why the English weather is said to be
the’2® best in the world. Days such as these make so53 deep a
mark on our minds that we remember them?54 always. There are
countries in the world whose advertisements state that they have

the®® year and without the hard winter days coming first, Where510
the weather never changes there can be no surprises, and®? jt is
the surprise of those first warm days after’® winter that is part of
the pleasure,

Even days in®° winter can be good. We do not mind feeling
cold®™ when we are dressed for it. [t is quite wonderful® to go
for a long, quick walk on a winter’s®”® day, when the ground under
our feet is white and®® hard and the air is so clear that we can®®
see for miles. Probably one of the biggest troubles about™ the
English weather is to be found not in the™® weather itself but in
ourselves. We just will not take?20 the weather seriously, and we
Just will nbt do ther things that would help to make us more
comfortable. When™o j{ js very, very cold and we find that our?©
supply of water is no longer waiting for us we’° are quite surprised.
We get out of bed and at™ once we feel very, very cold. Of course,
we ought™ to have put in some form of heating throughout the?
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house years ago but—. Our windows let in the cold_""n air. We
ught—. And that is the way it is**® with us, the English. :
% Real];} we just love our weather®® and all that it does tous!' (827)

No. 38

From the ship the man was looking at the land!® in the dlstgncile.
He had been on the high seas? for nearly three months, :lm t i
ship had touched land® several times. Those land-falls hah r()i'lean
little to him,* however, because the only country he now Wa‘t an;sf
desire™ to see was the country ahead of hlr;r;. At pres;nt i v\tr?
hardly more than a point showing above tha_: water. That country
was home, his homeland that he had®® l.eft SiX years.be‘f;)re.H y

His mind went quickly over those® six years of his Illme. bel\_vasd
young man'® of 24 when he had gone away. At 30" he the lev;_s
himself to be quite old, and he certainly'* lookegl more - }':m ltt]1
30 years. On the other hand,'®® he qukcd _the picture 0f ealth.
Six years of trying'®® to make money in mines andmon darms in
the® far-off countries of the world hz}d made l}lm]?oard an strongr.
Weather now had no personal meaning fo'r him el l?e warm 0t
to be cold was all the'®® same so far as ]}15 personal fee 1Egs wenk.
Weather interested'® him only through 1ts.m_ﬂuence on l;oW()l‘ 3
whether he?®® was in the mines, i‘n the building trade, or ;.m ta_
farm. Weather influenced production and was, therefore, important;

2205t .di t influence him.
bult{is lft‘a(ci:::d \]:';)s quite heavily?*® lined _for his years, thcl: rcsul]i.of
some of the®? hard times he had experienced before fina ly.:;l;ao. \:;%
the big*® money that he was looking for. 27P{}e kne‘w wha;1 lt B
to be in the open through long COIC! nights, apd also w ]i-i] i
like to walk for mile®® after mile in the burning heat. 300e t_11
what it* was like to go without food for several“gays at®™® a |mh(_as,
and he had experienced hours when he would®°? have g;lven l|e
whole future life for a simple drink?®*® of water. He knew the va ur
of water all right,**® and he had made up his mind that, o:aeﬁgea
long®*® he might live in the homeland, he would never touc
ha;gaci;lrnga-ld brought him back to life®*® when he was almo;t dymgf
for want of it. He®" would always remember thf‘: expenenceh:go
opening his eyes to*? see a man beside him and to feel the}:oucih
of water at last. The man had had a horse,** and toget lt.::r dey
had reached the next town, weak though®® he was. From thatt a]lé/
on he had never drunk*? anything but water or milk, and, he to
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himself as*® he continued to look at that point of land standing#0
up out of the water, he would not change his®® mind when he reacﬁed
there safely. Not one penny of*0 the hundreds of thousands of
pounds that he now had*® in the bank would be spent on hard
drink, either*® for himself or for his friends.

_ln ‘hts early days*™ he had several times nearly drunk himself out
of this®® world and into the next. The money he had labc;ured5’°
so hard to get in the mines or on the’® farms had been spent over-
night, with not a penny® left to show for it. But things had changed
after®® he reached that town with the man on horseback who?%0
had saved his life. They had become friends, and life®® had taken
on a new colour. The man was looking®® for gold. He knew
where to find it, he said,*® but it was necessary for the two men to
work®® together. One man on his own could not take advantage®®
of the opportunities. To his great surprise his friend was®0 speaking
the truth. They found the gold, and before a2 year had passed
they both had all the money that®3 anyone could desire \

Then the man on the ship remembered®# something more. He
had left a girl behind. Her eyes®® were so wide open and blue .when
she looked at®® him and said that she would wait that he hads?
complete trust in her words. Now he could not help®® feeling
dgubtful._ Would a girl wait for a man if*® she heard nothing from
him for six years? Common sense™ said “No” but his heart said

Yes. (707)
(Continued in No. 39)

No. 39
(Continued from No. 38)

The gfr[ was 18 years old when he went away.' There came
before his eyes a memory of her so® clear that he was surprised.
In all of his six® years he had never remembered her in that way
She* was as lovely as a summer morning, and she was® sweet and
good. The waters of all the seas that® he had seen were not as
blue as her eyes,” and no gold that he had mined was more beautifuls®
than the expression on her face when first he told® her that he loved
her and asked her to wait!® for him.

Bemg young, she was willing enough to wait'*® but she did not
want him to go far away.'™ He would never return, she said. So
many of the'® old people she knew in that little town in the'40
Highlands had brothers or children who had gone away to'*® make
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money and who had never returned. Many of them'® had never
been heard of again.

He offered her comfort!? for her fears, and said with his hand on
his'®® heart that he would return to her. *“‘I shall turn'® up again,
my love,” he said, “‘like a bad penny.?® But,” he added, "I shall
not come back with bad*? pennies in my hand but with good gold
in the?? bank.”

“Who said I wished for gold ?” she cried, in**® her fear. “A little
farm in our lovely Highlands is*° good enough for me.”

But he made light of such?? an idea. He told her that she was a
girl*® in a million, and he would make a million pounds®® for her.
When he was going away he made her®° tell him once again that
she would wait for him,?® and then he stepped on to the ship,
leaving her®® crying.

As he thought of all these things he saw®? that the land had
become much clearer. Quite soon he** would be home. He had
wired May as well as® his family, asking them to meet him. When
he was*™® far away he had been full of certainty, His family®*®
would be just as he had left them, and May*® would not have
changed. There she would be standing waiting®® for him, her
lovely face full of happiness. His old*® mother, too, would be
there, and his brother Will. But®® all at once a real fear touched
his heart. Why*® should things be just the same at home when
life*® had changed so much for him? Why should he expect'*®
them all to run to see him at the first** opportunity when he had
left them almost without news for*® so long? He found that he
could not understand how**® he went through all those years without
writing to his**® home more than two or three times. To May he™
had never written. When he was doing badly and had**® no money
he did not wish to write and let*® them know that he had had no
success. When he®® was successful and making money he had had
no time®® for writing letters. If no one was there to meet®™® him,
what would he dg?

He began to walk up®® and down, up and down, trying to pass
the hours®® until the ship reached land. At last his ship was5®
within a mile of the homeland. The details of buildings®® began to
show up clearly, and quite quickly they were®® very near. Then
they were moving little by little, and®® with a last movement the
ship came to rest.

At* first he could see no one he knew. There were®® others on
the ship who also expected their families or®' friends to meet them,
and about a hundred people were®® down there, looking up at the
great ship and crying® out when they saw their dear ones on board.
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Then®™? he saw five people standing on their own, away from® the
others. An old man and woman, a young man®® and a young
woman, and a little boy of about®” two years of age. He saw
them clearly now, his®® father and mother grown aged in those six
years, and®® his own May with his brother Will, each holding a7
hand of the little boy. The truth came to him.”® The girl really
did want the simple life of the? Highlands! She had married his
young brother, Will. (728)

No. 40

How old is old? How old are you and how® old is your father?
Again how old is his father 720 Maybe that last age seems very old
to you who® are young. But are you young? What is the aget? of
the youngest baby in your family, either in your® own home or in
the homes of your relations ? Perhaps®® the baby has lived for only
a few months or” even a few hours, and you at sixteen years of®0
age must seem quite old to the baby’s mother.

Age® is, indeed, anything but a simple thing. You cannot be’%
said to be young or old except in relation to!!® the age of some other
person or thing. To the' young girl, starting life in the office for
the first'® time, her immediate chief may seem quite old. That
chief4 is probably, however, no more than 30 or 35150 years of
age, and he feels very young indeed when'® he is with his Director,
who is nearly 70. But!™ when the man who is nearly 70 sees the
picture’®® in the newspaper of a happy old man or woman'® who
has reached one hundred years of age, he in®*™ his turn feels young
and almost boyish!

Again, everyone, whatever2!0 his age may be, is so young as
almost not®®® to have lived at all if his age is considered®?® side by
side with that of the earth on which?® he lives and has his being.
The carth has been®* in existence for millions of years, and the
age of?% mankind is as nothing if judged by the age of2™ the earth
itself.

As we go through life we are? forced to the belief that too much
importance is given® to a person’s age. It is not the date on30°
a piece of paper that matters: it is the person’s®? state of health in
body and mind. Some people are®* quite old at 25 and others are
still young®® at 70. We might perhaps all be happier if less30
importance were paid to age. Young people who express an®»
opinion are often told that they are “'too young” to®° know, and
as a result very little attention is paid*® to such expressions of
opinion. Yet it is possible that®® the young person has formed the
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opinion as a result®® of reading, fo]lowad. by careful'thought, and
he has every® right to his point of view. It is even possible®!that the
young person is at times right while thf:““ person qf more years is
wrong. People do not always®* get wiser as they increase in age:
sometimes they do**® and sometimes they do not. If it were not
for?s® the new ideas of the younger people new developments might?6°
often not take place. :
Equally wrong, however, is it for'™ young people to make light
of the opinions of their®® fathers and mothers. Young people too
often take no account*® of the opinions of the old because it is
50%% easy to tell the old people that they are “c_out““ of date.” The
father and mother of a young person®® have lived longer and have
re experience.
ha’?'h'gowar“g between the young and the old is not, we think,3° in
the least necessary. What is probably necessary is a®® small chapge
in outlook. In place of thinking of people’s®? ages we shoulc} think
of them as being at different® parts of the road Ithrough life. “If
some people set’®° out for a walk at 8 in the morning, those™® who
set out for the same walk at 9 do®® not regard those in fron_t oftl}em
as being quite®? out of the running and not wor_th. consideration. )
Those who®® set out an hour later still are quite willing to®° regard
the earlier walkers as being like themselves but as®° having begun
earlier and having therefore covered a little more®® distance. Those
who are in front look back to those®? who are behind them, and
perhaps feel some pleasure because®® they have already covered
more ground, but they respect the®° others neither more nor less
because they are in a®® different position. We are all in different
positions on the?™ road through life. Some of us began our walk
on™° the road early, and some set out a little later.??® Some have
hardly taken the first steps. We are all”™® on the same rogd together,
and the distance we have™® covered is of very little importance
because we have all’® to walk the road to the end of our lives,760
even though the distances covered are not all quite the™® same.
Judged by the age of the earth the difference’™ in the number of
years of our lives is as’ nothing. (791)
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