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'TO THE RIGHT
HONORABLE, AND

euery way Noble, I o u N, Mar-
quefle of HA ML £ T o N, Earle of

Arren,Lord Enendeale, Gmt/emaﬂof

his Maicfties Bed-chamber,Knight
af the N oble O rder of the (‘ :zrter R

and onc of his Maieftics moft Hono-
rable Pnuie Counceli, in the
Kingdomes of England,
and Scotland,

Ru,n"r HONORABLE,

o0 Lthough. many powez :
/AN Q"’ full motines hane gi-
\ Iy Wings to my bold-
i 7\ neffe, tobegthatmy ill
xS | tilld Tillage may bee
enrlfyed by the bedge of your Flonours
Proteétion; yet t}ve chiefeSt ) eaﬁm 5,

tie polifhed by the Theoricke practife,
and loue of Learning , cvalues reall
good meansng, aboue greater fhowes of

A3 fawning

that your inate Wifedome and Boun. {‘
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‘ THE EPISTLE DeDICATORY. | |

fawning flactery,or affected curiofitie.
I doe but fet a Candle before the

Sunfhine of your exquifite knowledze
in the true Dinine and Philofophicall
Elixir; but fith what I haue done,is
as Wwell to [hew my ambition, to baue
your Honourable approbation, as to bee
aSymboll of iy zeale toyour feruice:
If st pleafe your Honour to pardonmy
zeale , you may iuftly condemne my a-
fbiring ayme | whofe prematured La-
bours foares fo high, as giue Cogni-
gance to the world  that as Iam, I (hall
eter continse

Your Honors de-
uoted Seruant,

Pa. S.co:r.'

TO THE GENEROYVS

READER.

WF D9 Here is, generons Reader, noTil

5% lage moredifficult,then that of the
2%2 Heait;inthe beart , nofield mare
WS roughto plough.thenthat of Wif

¢ dome : marucll not thenthat my
blufhing pen proclaimes my sli Husbandry,in
putting off this ill culturd Farme to your fur-
uey; yet if you value the Balkes Withtbeberter
Ground, yox (bal rate the Whole at a bigh price:

Howfseuer , I am your Suppl:ant,that you will
accepr of my Loue in the offer; laugh ar my va-
nitie, iz greet:ng yon With Performance , and
conceale my rufticitie in both, Yeur bard cen-
[nre may perbaps fend my Plough to guard the
Breach of fome Caterpiller-eaten Hedge,
titrne my Grounds waffe , tobee Nurferics of
+ Brambles , or inrol! mee Retainer ro Duke
Humphrey, who kat b already moe Astendant s
then good cheere.

Farewell.

‘Pre-
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Dreparatio, Analigia <o per

ﬁ&io operi; Dinini ¢~ Phi- i
lofophici.

IN fudore vultus tui manducabis |

panem tuum.
Virtutem fudore dii obuallarii.
Perfeuerantia fola virtutum co-
ronatur. .
Qui perfeuerabit viq; ad inem

1s faluus erit.
Fac volatle ixum & fixum vo-

latile,fichabes magifterium.

[

Errata.

I) 1ge » lin,c veade Hipocrates for Hipocrites, paz.t L1 4,
read Elixir,as elfe where, pa 4./ 18 read Mettallicall,
pe.23.05. reade that forthe 1 7, reade pounding for pun -
ding pa 24 Lz aftercorporallafulipoint, ps. 2 5 {15 read
there for chen, pazg.z 6 b2z read ye,for chat. paz 29.kz0.
rcads ftone,
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THE TILLAGE

OF LIGHT.

Y Vchisthe community of Lose,
o and imparhy of affeftions, which

Z ciuill focietie challengcthof vs
7 in tendring the weale of others,
' asour owne, thatas Hipocrires
his Twins who forrowed and fickned toge-
ther,wee ought equally condoleeither pub-
like calamities , or prinate diffemperatures:
if thenIfhall, by my Tillage foreftall the
painefull toile and waftefu!l charges which
I obferue, haue beene and are, yet vnprofi-
tably imployedinthe fearch of an imagina-
ric nonz ens , onely knowne by the viurped
name of the Philofophers elixar , or ftone, 1
hopeI fhall wrong notrue e47¢iff, and pre-
uentfome future charges inthe finding out
of eArtificiall gold, ot(as fome name it) light
mncorporat by arr, which is but a poyf{ona-
ble pill gilded with fophifticated curiofity,
bafe couetoufnefle or incroaching cun-
ning ; emulous ftrangers and irrcconcili-

- B able
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T peTshageof s1ght.

able enemies to Philofophy.

That I may the better cleerethis, letvs
confider firft, that Pbilsfophy in the deno-
mination, is onely extendedtothe loue of
Wifdome ; that this Wifdeme confifts in moul-
dingthe ac&tions of Philofophersin a diuine
frame, and innocent obfcruance of humane
focictie ; that by fuch prefidencie and imita-
tion, Wifdeme might bee exalted tothe high-
eft degrecs of humanereach : but leaft ws/~
dome might Prophefie to the Winde 5 or that
{hee will not be apprehended but of found
mindcs ; that a glorious fpirit will not ap-
peare but in her owne kinde, and that a pre-
cious fced requires pure earth, thefe Philo-
fophers did fometimes pourtrey Wifdome in
darke hicrogliphicks, fometimes in fabulous
attire, they haue deified her, entituling her
to the names of e Mercury, Pallas, Minerua,
begotten by Iupster ; all which doe myfti-
cally imp!ly that true wifdome commeth,and
by vsreceiued from he.cuen.

If wee will leaue thefe heathen fparkes of
natures light, and looke backe vpon the
glorious funne of facred writ, we fhall finde,
that in the beginning and fuccefsion of
time, wifdome was recommended to vs by
myfRerics, parables , allegories and analogies -
but that diuine Oracles or Philofophicall
merals were applied toany materiall elixar,

or thatany curious fearch wasany further
allowed

TheTillage éf light. -

allowed then might aduance wifdome, bee
profitable to humane focietie heare, fpeake
glory to the Creator , and soy to the Creature
beereafter, wee neuer finde warranted in di-
uine or humanerecords. I admitthat there
isa quallity of brightneffé giuen to cleere
bodies , euen fromthe Creation ; that this
light is called the foule of the world, and
muft be firt incorporat,asa vifible quallity
in a cleere body, bcfore it can giue light,
vegetat or make inanimat things pleafant.
This/ight was incorporat in the fuzne,whofe
vertue and eflence cherifheth the effence
of eucry creature : but the full knowledge
of the zillageof light, arifeth from the true
notice of the firft and laft end of things : zs
man was created of pure earth, coagulat by
pureayre: {o his laft end is to fhine as the
fumne. Therebee firitnall, intelletuall and
Senfible perfe&ions of light ; the firft is that
waccefsible light which feeth all things, but
1s comprehended of nothing ; the fecond is
a (pirituall reallity, whofe nature pofiefleth
no place, yctis intyrely whole incuery part
of his circumfcription : by the third wee vn-
derftand the fen{sible “perfe@ion of the
Sunne, Adoone and Starres. Becaulc beanen
and earth differ not effentially, being origi-
nally tro n ene Chass but in the order of be-
ings, and prime termination : thercfore as
Kags, Rulers and Magé[l‘ran’: > and others

B 2 eminent
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TheTillage of lighs.

eminent in (harge, are called /ighrs, asha
juing re'ation to fupreame light : {0 wee may

take precious fforces, falrs and msettalls for in
forionr fixed lights, for the better pollithing
of nature and 1lluftration of arr ; the know-
lcdge and vie whercof A7gels and men are
not able to expreflc. The loweft kindeof
light we apprchend as it 1s a meanes, where-
by the eye difcerncth his oblc &, or asit1s
| [ubftanfified in man,or as itis txedin a Ho-
" | mogeniall body of naturall radicallheate, as
in precious floxes, fe.lts and mettals, of the laft
whcreof we are heareto confider, {pecially
what nature and art can doe, either ioyned
or feuered, in reducing of mettalls tothe
perfection and multiplication of wmilliens, by
proic&ion of an El:xar vpon vnrefined me-
talicall fubftances s whether the Philofo-
phers perfe@ion is literally to bee vnder-
{tood of a materiall Elixar , or whether
Vryim and T bummim, anrum dei, Eckzells
coales of fire , quinteffence, and Philofophers
elixar are meant of multiplication of gold
by art, or whether e £lchimifts haue wrong-
fully enforced thefe titles vponthe Philofo-
phers weike, ( as Sophifters cauill vpon
words when they wantmatter ) whichare
oncly to bee Ynderftoed in an allegorscall
fenfe. 1
In this confideration wee muft beginne
againe at the truc ends of diwine light and

T he Tillage of ligot.

P bulofophy 3 whofe déﬁgncs are (as I haue

faid) vnder fhadowes to exaltthe excellency
of Wifdome , and not t> keepe her asa Bau.
forz to fp:nididlc time: neither to wrong na-
ture, or fiat.er art, by making the onc be-
Iceue what thee cannot doe, and by per{wa-
ding the o:her to bring impoffure into the
world. A arure mely cxtendeth her {elfe to
the Arlt nerf.& on of the (rearures, and pro-
duccth natura'leffe&s from naturall caufes.
eArtby it {zlfe can butdignitic andpollifh
natures workes 3 by a kinde of fiblimation
{eparate the groffe parts from the pure, re&i-
fic the fubftance of things,& draw from vile
things Wholefome and good effeéés, but neuer
adde efferce to the ticft fubttace other then it
had before. Nature & art ioyned,may attain
morc glorivus perfeétions ; yet is miracu-
lous multiplication of vnrefined fubftances
of another nature, by proiection, without the
cxtent of their Commifsion, leaft furrepti-
cioufly they fhould vlurpe vpon the great
Wheele of the Wor/d their Ruler,and prefump-
tuonfly intrude into their foseraignes piace.
For that All-fecing eye which pearceth
throughages, as the funne throughthe ayre,
did from the beginning forefce the corrup-
tion of zature, & curious peruerf{enes of art;
therefore to {tay the one and theother,hee
did confine them within the precinétof his

will,leaft they fhould extendtheir 1l a&ions
P hilofo- ‘

B 3 as
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\ TreTillage of light.

|as farre as their illwills : T grant through
an admirable wifdome hee hath left fome
part, of thefe low terreftriall things vnper-
fe@edina kinde, to ferue vnto man as mat.
iter to worke vpon ; he hath giuen vs corze,
not bread butart to make it; Woole andnot
(cloth, but art to make it;z. ines not money,but
art to coyne it; and hee hath ginen vs |
ffones not L'm'/dingx » but art to make them.

This o4/ fectng light hath eftablifhed a
rule and certaine lav, whereby all things
muft bee produced, difpofed,” and main-
tained in their owne kinde ; which re-
gular order , {olong as wee make it notan
¢ffence {cparatc from him, wee may call it 7a-
ture; hee hath apointedart to bee natures
helper, andto cooperate with her in the
great hopes of the world. But hath barred
both of them from tranfmutation by a pre-
maturcd birth of things of another quallity,
into fucha fixed perfc&ion as may multiply

s

millions , neither can »ature and arr multi- _
ply otherwife, then by purrifaction and pro- |
pogation : it is his ererna¥ decree , that none of
his (Features be inuefted in that glorie which |
is proper to himfelfe, leat foolith man
fhould ptefume vponbafe earth, orthinke
that hee had committed the goucrnment of
his Ci-eatures tohis feruants nature and art,
to fct himfelfe at reft ; who is ftill inaQion,

fhyning in his_ Wonderfull Workess in com-
- munica-

T he Tillage of light.
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municating his infinit goodnefle toall his
Creatures, and aboue all to man. Thefe be
great Mafter-peeces of light, which none but
his owne hand can worke ; whereby it muft
neceffarily follow, that whatfocuer power-
full facuities wee obferue inthe fecond cau-
fes, they muft notrinduce vs tothinke that
the firlt caufe is idle , or that the others doe
any thing but the dire&ion of the firft,
farre leffe muft wee beleeue thatthis order
and continuance of things which wee call
nature, is the chiefe caufe of them , but the
effect of the will of diuine prousdence and
beames of the great light, no more then in
muficke the melody is not the caule, butthe
effe& of concords produced by the ski and
«rt of the Mufitiaz , who gathereth the
founds, and reduceth them to confonance.

This diuine pronidence 1s {o pov:verfull,that
hecan apply any thingto doe his pleafure ;
though hee feldome lets the naturall courfe
and vfe of nature andart , yet carriethhee
them where he pleafeth ; and like that great
circle of heanen that inuellopethall the reft,
doth hee drapge them after him about the

diusne pronidence which filleth, gouerneth &
ouerfpreadeth all things, and ruleth cuery
part thereof with infallible councell and

world. ] .-
You fee then that nature and art, ?’the;l =
fenerally or ioyntly are but the handmaids o o

mofd’




| Twe Tiltageof light,

moft certaine realons : that wee doe not ap-
prehend this fucred light , but either very
late or not ar all, is,tccaufe this Wz fdome is
{o Ceepe, that we cannot penctrate vnto it ;
orthat our xcgligence or ftupidiry is fo great,
thar wece vouchizfe not to confider rightly
What #ature and art can doe 3 and what they
‘cannotdoc. What more fond conception
.can there bee, then that arr by fire can force
natire, to produce that which 1n the corrent
lof her courfe and conpexion of caufes fhee
cannot doc ? or that nuruire and art 1oyned,
can Metaphifically trai-fmote natures works
to other ends then they were created; or
forme them 1n other mornids then their own,
Wece may as probably {uggeft, thatart may

S——— e o ——————

tenable fifl to liue and nwitiply vpon the
.{1and, beajts inthe ajyre. and Joules without

{

]

layre’;asthat Afineralls rei ooued from their

naturali places , may by art bee brought to
multiply in a greater perfeQion, thenby
#nature in the wombe of the earth, where the
funne applicth his force according tothe

 quallity and difpofition of the matter 3 for

Azneralls canneuer befaid properly tomudl-
tsply or propogate , becaufe they haue onely
elementall mixtuie, but wants cither vege-
vable fced, ot [enfible quallity. That the myji-
ca/ inuolution of all thole zitles and opera-
tzons which might fceme to pointat a ma-
teriall Elivar,wereto other and bettur ends

R

then oAglchimifts imagine, fhall be prooued
by the truth of disine and humane wif-

deme.

Jonnes of Wifdemme to admire, adere, feare and

| {poken of in that prophefie or elfe where in

then

The Tillage of lighs,

Firft, as the A/mighty did fhadow vnder
the great name of /choxab, his eternity, om-
nipotency , suftice and mercie , to teach the

magnifie him ; who was before all time glo-

rions in Maiefly, omnipotent in power, impar-

tszll in Iuftice, and fuperabundin:t in Mercie :

{0, in beautifying the Prieff-bood with the
rich ornaments of #arure and art, hee ador-
ned the breaft-platc of eAaron with twelue
prectous fiones, according to the twelue
T'ribes,|cauing a place in the midit for prim
and T bummim, intimating by the firft, the
purity and graces wherewith Paffors and
pespleoughe to be indued heare vpon carth,
and by the {econd, their perfe&tion inthe
Kingdome cf Gracc and glory in heanen here-
after. That Piim and Thummim fignifie
light and perfetlion wee are not to doubrt,
but that they were artificiall fubflanfified fib-
fances is not yet clecred. " As the reft of
£ ckeeks vifion was a fimilitude of the glory
of the Lord in the deliuery of his Ambafiage
to the Prephet, {o by the firie coales or flone
mentioned in that vifion, is meant the torce
and effc@s of Gods word. Aurum De:,

Scripture , alluds to the incompreheniible

good-
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goodnefle of the Creator ; and to the holi-
nefle and thankefulnefle required in the
prime (reature. But if wee beleeue, that
any of thefe pointed at a materiall elixar
or fubftance tobe fought by art, if it bee not
berefie it is groffe errour : allScripture ( as
Ifidor learnedly fecondsthe reft of the Fa-
thers)oughe tobe interpreted morrally and vn-
derftood Spiritually ; whofoeuer then appli-
eth it otherwife to things that peruert the
nature, order, and meaning of Scripture,
may be good textuaries, butare rafh rext-
Wreffers and not better gronndedin Diui-
ty then Rabbelais or the Curat,that applied
the authority of his horfe to thofe that de-
nyed purgatorie. It was Arius prancke,
|Ferba Scripturarum fimplicia ficuts 1ness re-
persmntur stidem wt Diabolus afsimulare :
to wreaft finfully the words of Scripture,
asthey are exprefled ( ifwee may beleeue
Eufebins ) isa loofnefie of liberty,and light.
nefle of vanity more then any of the Fa-
thers durft take vpon them.

Next,that the ftrayning of the-Pbilofo-
phers worktoan artificiall Elixcar, powerfull
tomu'tiply Gold by prosetion,driues all wit
out of harmony ; I prooue by the chiefe
ayme of Phylefophse , then by the harmefull
confequences which the infinite maltiplica-
tion of Golde would produce. All Pbylofs-
phers agree , that their principall ayme is,

to!

| rafed ous of she mindes of Worldly Golden

T he Tillage of light.

to extra& a light ora true Summupsbonnns
(as they call it) or content from the con-
tempt of adniterate, inconftant, terreftrial
fuggeftionsand delights : if thisbee true, as
moft true it is , it would follow, that P hile-
Jophers would neuer haue beftowed {fo much
labour in vatwining a Spiders Web, and fin-
ding out a light by the mulciplication ot
Gold, which they did hold their Summum
malum, and info bale account, that [ome of
them when they Lad it, did throw it in the
Sea ; others when they might haue had it,
did refufe and rcie@ 1t, that they might
with morc eafc attaine to that content;
which Philofophie enioyeth : trom which
the curfed care of Gold fo much detra&eth,

that (as Expcrience telles vs) by it Religrons |-

dueties are prophaned , Inftice cor.ruptcz.i ,all
bonds of ciuill focictic and true fiiendfbip are
infringed , and the lighs of Humanitie quite

Spirits. . o
Secondly, if it were pofsible to multiply
or tran{mute a greater proportion of other

varcfined e errals into Gold by proicétion,
what benefit fhould thereby arife eithervo
the Philofophers, or from them to others? !
they thould acquire nothing by it but cor-
ruption of manners,and taine of their pro-
fefsion , others but the euerfion of all pol:i-

tike gouernment , mutnall commerce, and

indu-

129!
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| Tie Tillage of lrghe.

induftrionsexchange: Kingsfhould be in.
feriour to Philofiphers in the purchale of fo
great Treafure: and fo all Soueraigntse . to
whom by all Nationall Lawes belong the
prerogatiucof all Gold and Siluer Mynes)
would turnc againe to 2 confufion, and
hotch-potch : many thar ar2 now holden
wife, would porhaps turne foolcs,and thofe
that hauc now little wit, would haue then
noncatall. Wec fhould fee cuery couetous
pennze-father , mercileffe Ufurer, and Tewsfl
Broker become Philofophers,and conuert the
blood of the poore vpon which they now
fecd,into the new found Elixvar. We (hould
fee the Philofop bers pearnc their Cloaks,and
become infatiible World!ing:, vfurions Cater-
pillars,bellsfh pawn-mungers,and cut the gar-
ments of the necefsitous , to make them ri-
ding coates in their iourney towards hell.
O what a pitifull fight were it tofee the of-
Jalls of heauen , the drugges of the carth, and
hells fit figots inuelted in heauens richeft in-
dowments? But what more t:agicall fpe-
Qacle were it to behold Uerrue ftript naked,
{fpoyled of her beautie , heauens gate which

in an Ague,to heare of thisexchange,that
Uicefhoun dreach Heanerr, and Pertue enter
in the right way to Hell.

O decertfull Rickes , how falfely are you
called goods ! +who knoeweth you rightly
may cntitle you to be true euils;none makes
vs bond-{laues but you, none wrongethvs
but you; y ou abridge vs of ourlibertie, and

now ftands open for her, clofe fhut vp, and
the entrie confined to the narrow paflage of
a Needles eyc, through which how hardit
is for Affes loaden with Golde and corruption
to enter, the e 2/affer of Heauen, when hee

intercepts vs in our way tow.irds Heauen:
O pelfe , none can praifc you , but muft dif-
praile true Libertze, None can get you, or
Kzepe you, without the hazzard of loofing
themfclues ; you are e A chazes Wedges, or
T urnus his girdle,that bercauesvsof iifc.So
ticklifh and ha: &'is your vie, that feldome
do you more good nor harme. I do verily be-
leeue, if frowning Fortune canfauour good
meninany thing, it is in releeuing them
from that burthen that fofore prefleth their
fhoulders. -

But thinke mee not {o furcharged with
pafiion,as 1 feeme to fauour a Stoycall anfie-
ritie, Hercmitifh retyredneffe, or voluntary pe-
uerey,I affc& lawfull libertie in the firft,and
am {o farre f: om barring good men fromthe
right vle of Riches,that 1f I were not fully
atlured that dinine Prosidence hath her fecret
endes for our weale, and knoweth better

goe neere to fufpe& her of Iniuftice, in vo-

- TheTsageof t1ghte | 1
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what is good for vs thenour felues , I fhould |

| was vpon Eerth hath foretold. I tremble
as|

equall fharing of her temporal goodsswhi?l;
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- |folong as we vfe as difpenfators of them to
- {thefupply of our owne wants , and helping

- |feit of fauing Faith; yea, they are fonece(-

-|they are not able to effc& that good which
|they woulddoe. But when we adore Gold

of the necefsities of oth=rs, fo long are they
Heauens good blefiings , and the charirable
difpenfation of them, is the concomitant ef-

fary to the beft of men, that without them

for God, and in chetting , or putting of it
to vnlawfull vfe, ftarucs our fellow mem-
bers, andf{moothers Vertue with want ; or
when we makeit the frell of Ambition, cor-

ruption, and izuftice , then iuftly may thofe

. ®©

towards happinefle, bee made our rackin

and the Paradifian (word to barre our entr

Jure was not giuen to Springs to remaine in
the place where it is bred, but to be conuey-
ed by Conduits to the watering of barren
dric grounds. Nature at firft was deliue-
redof two daughters,(aith Plaro, P lens ze,and
Penertie , that the one wanting might craue
what fhee lacked, and that the other hauing
might {upply Pomersies wants. But when

Jacke

4L ¢ 1 suag¢€ qf ugnt.

Iacke turnes Iobn out of doores, or when
plentie profufeth vpon idle vles , and ftarues
her fifter ponertic, that is, not dispenfare,
but diffiparcbona alicna, not good menagerie,
but bad husbandrie of goods committed to
our truft. There is nothing more certaine,
then thatbeft things abufed are moft dange-
rous; our Puderftanding , the foucraigne fa-
cultse and Sume of the foule in mans little
Werld, in our firft eftate of énnacencie, made
vs little inferiour vo 4ngels, being now de-
praued, makes vs inferiourto beafts , who
hauing nothing but fenfe, yet feeme they,by
keeping Natures lawes, and dire&ing their

blefsings bee changed into curfes; Riches | 4PPetite to its proper obie@s , to offer lefle
which were giuen to bee our Jeruile | 1ntury toreafon then wee, who leanes the
vaffals , and dutifull feruants in our iourney | trueobie&s of Wit and w:ll, and affe& no-

thing fomuch as falfhood for truth, vice for

Land-lords , or mercileffe executioners heere, | vertue, fbadowes for fubffance,and Pigmalion-

like dotage on piGured beautie. W hat fhall

there; where before we can haue a Qusetps || 1 fay of either curions or couetons metaphifi-
eff , wee muft glue account tam eorums que | €l [psrsts, but that like e o damthey long to
RECEPSImLS, Quam eorum que raputmns. Moy- I eate forbidden fruite, or like AZoles, nufle

themfelues inthe earth, andf{otogetherare
depriued of light here,and returne to dark-
nefle and duft from whence they came ; af-
ter which, their name is either extinguifht
withthem , or neuer recorded but to their
fhame. To this purpole , Lucian bringeth
vpon the ffage, couctous rich Guipho , be-
wayling in hek , that the inceftuous prodi-
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gall Rodochares did vpon earth waftcfully
confume his ill gotten goods. Cum Religio
parst dinitias filia denorat matrem : where de-
uotion is onely extended to hatch Riches,
there oft times the Daughter ftrangles the
Mother, {aith Saint _Auguftine. Man is not
oncly mortall, that hee may haue an end of
his mifery , that the good may bee praifed
without enuy, the wicked blamedwithout
feare, or that riches may bee difpifcd as vn-
neceflary after death : but as mortaluse is
the reward of wvertze; it is alfothe wages of
wickedncffe, that the good tmay bee eternally
happy , andfhinc asthe Sunre, and the wic-
ked vnhappy and inclofed in darkeneffe: for
WickednefJe and punifhment are twinnes , that
arcborncand liuc together; the one comes

at his hecles , and is the executioner of the
firft by the ftinging remorf{e of Confcience,
heauy and mourntull forrowes, bitter re-
pentance,or remcdilefle defpaire; andby the
terrour or hope of this diusne Infiice in pu-
nifhing of w:ce,or rewarding of vertue were
the a&ions of the Philofophers reftrayned
trom vice,and inured to vertue,by the con-
tempt of conetonfucflc , and the tartnefle of
their condition allayed with the fweetnefle
of phe bope of future Rickes. Since we muft
depart hence without carrying any thing

with vs, it is not for our cafc to be as eafily
| | loaden

i . -—

firft into the world, and the other followeth }-

TheT tllaze of l12bs.

loaden with luggage as we can? If we will
confider rightly, we fhall finde that a mode-
rate cariage, eucnin greatneffé,may bee fitly
compared to thofe that faile cloft by the
fhoare ; that ambitiosns or concroiis afi piring
or griping, refembles thoft that are in the
Mayne : the oneby cafting afmall rope may
come tothe land whenthey pleafe, the o-
ther muft atcend winde and tyde , and {o oft
times by boyfterous ftormes , or contrary
windes fuffcr thipwrache, or mitle their wi-
fhed hancen.

If wee fpeake truely, there is nothing
that makes greatneffe great , bur moderation

due examination and contempt of bafc fly-
ing vanities,and by the praife-worthy afpi-
£ing to the glory of frugall imp'oyment of
1ts fhort time 1n thofe Hononr.ble Adions,
which onely challenge the name of great

ncfle, 1 meane not by frugall mederation , 2
parcimonious hand which is able to drawe
contempt vpon Soueraigntie , but that true !

Trophies of grearncfle : whercof 1f wee did
know the vertue , wec fhou!d not cenfure ir
as we doe : -But when wee iudge of mode-
rate fregalitic in ftrangers , fhee gayneth
her caufc, and gocth away with praife and
reputation; but our priuate intereft cor-

of bigh fsrruncs {ctled in generoms mnds b yal

noble and iudicious meane betwixe all ex. [
treames, whichadde onc ftage morcro the |

C rupics
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rupts our indgement in things.that con-
cerncs our felues. 'What are the rardries of
W ifedome, N dbilitie, or ‘Difcretion, rightly
placed in greatncffe,but as capitall Diamonds
which fhine in rich Jewells 2 Salomon is no
lefle admired, in giuing the Childe to the
right e ¥7other , then in his Treafurg and
ftorc-houfe of Wifedome : _Alexander is no
lefle great in conferring a rich reward a-
boue the defert of a modcft fuitor, yet be-
{ceming the dignitie of the giucr, then for
conquering the whole World : great Coarles
the Empcrour is as famous by giuingof a
Penny to a prefumptuous bold Bufez, that
claymed to bee his kinfeman from eAdam,
ashe is iutly honored for all his braue a&1-
ens in pcaceand warre.

Jut to come to my taske, perhaps you
will {ay , that for {hunning the former cuils,
the Philofop hers did obuiate this communi-
tic of their Elivar, by communicating of it
to nonc but to the foniies of Wifedome , 1 an-
{were, that {uch concealement of know-
ledge was againft the Philofsphers do&riney
as they were Learners, fo they were Teach-
crs; Scire ¢ Nefeire was their E{nbleme,that
they might take others helpe in the ene,
and they werc fo carcfull in the other, -that
their ligh: [hould not (hine vnder a Bufhellthey
did put it in a Lantcrne with this fuper-

-iption vbon the Frontis-piece, that all the
fcription vp P learned

1

| foo'es; ftanling water turnes puddle. As

| must, Mater me peperit - {ois it vic and com-

1 may be ascapable of it as another ; neither !
| hath any Art been fo concealed , but by rr.i-

L pelrliageof light.

learned might reade, Scire tunm nihil eff ni-
fite fcire boc fciet alter - if wece fhall be on-
ly wife to our felues, wee fhall at laft turne

Wifedome{poke by eAﬁ-_;'c.mm., Ufns me ge-

municationof {tudies that begetteth 13:fe-
dome. 1 {ay further, that there was neuer
Art hauing a knowen fubie®, and princi-
ples, but fome one or moe , although nor all

dition or Writing, hathbeen communicate to
others, andreduced tofome certaine per-
fection. If the knowledge of this Elixar
did by tradition come to e M sriam the fifter
of Aaron, (who as fome {ay was learnedin
this Art)then certainly the Reuealers were
much to be blamed,for communicating fuch
a my {terie to a womans tongue, which they
might -as fafely haue committed to the

wind: That fhee had that knowledge by
dunine renelation, 1 will not take e glchimifts
word for warrant, credn qued baud, the ra-
ther,that in all my ob{eruations,by perufing
moft Authours vpon thisSubie& , or con-
nerfing with fome chiefe Profeilors of this |
Chimera, 1 haueneuer found truely demons-
ftrated, that there was, 6r7s fuch a thing

. . . % ‘g - Sy 2
inyerums natura, as Alchimiffs dreame this

-
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feene many Texts wrefted to wiong con-
itru&icnss thar 1haue heard much thun-
dring of the perfc@ion to which this No
thing hath been brought :  but becaufe €x
. bilo nibil fir, nothing did enfue but con-
fumprion of the Vndertakers eftates , ard
lotlc of their labors. Therefore,fince words
; without decds are weake proofes , I reie®
| uch anthoriticas Apochryph:, and am fo
tarre from belecuine i : '

‘ fron ccuing fuch fairded fizg gefts.
"og?s, that 1f the Phylofophcrs pofitions were
titerally tobee vnderftood, I fhould neuer
hold them other then like e Mathematicall
dumonfirations, wherein by many fayre
piopolitions 1s prooued much , whereof
no eA7iificcr can make vie vpon Wood or
Stonc,

.1 ihould not much wrong the Philofophers,
if I fhould iouially conic&ure, that the
punctuall fetring downe a fceming reall
Eliver, was to exercile cxrions fbirits, leaft
they flould precipitate themfelucs vpon the
more dangerous Rockes of higher forbid-
den Adyfferics , or become altogether idle ;
for although the inore wee looke vpon the
‘unnc, the morc our ¢y es are dazelled | and
our fight worfe ; yct arc our mindes fraugh-
ted with{iich pernerfc cursofitie, that they

.ayme at things touceurieach. On the o-

"ther fide,Ovs.: daiie vitia, Tdlencfle is the cur-

‘fcd metier of many wicked érood, and isthe

tarcs

' thas whileft the Romance had warre with

| Shop to exercife Adams hands with labour,

4 e £ e808Q% Yy FFSTTTO

tarcs which the enuious {fowe when wee
fleepe. 1t isobferned for future pofteritie,

(arthage,and enemies in Affricke,they knew
not what vice meant in Rome. Idlcneflcis
that Lacorfl mot ber ,Schoole-maftcr,and B:r-
reawe that bringeth foorth, teacheth, and
hangeth vp Theeues , or what fhall I call
her but the snfe:ted syrethat ingendreth cz-
terpillers , which confume the {weeteof o-
ther mens fwvear  If itwere {tri&tly obfer-
ued,that none fhould eate but fuch aslabour
in their ownecalling, I thinke mos fhould
die of hunger, thenof fickencfle : butitis
pitie that tuch Drones, or Domitian flces
fhould eate vo the Hony of the painefull,or
{warme in the Courts dedicate to Vertue.
Euery man ought tohaue a fivcatrig Browe,
to begct the necefsities of lite, or a wor-
ki»g Braine,toaduance the publique good ;
the molt Bleffed allowethof no Cyplicis in
his Arithmatique : Par:dife was as well a

asic wasa Gardento feede his Senfcs with
delight. Tothis purpofe, in the difcoucry
of Curiofitieand ldlenefJz , the minde of man |
is fitly comparedtoa Clocke, compofcd of !
many whecles, admitting eucry day change;
and alteration ; fometimes it goeth too faft, |
fometimes too flowe: when it is idlc, it|

is alwayes {ubie& to ruft ; but skilfully|

i
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| wrought , neatly kept, carefully winded |
vp , andorderly fet toaright houre, then
in a&ion it fheweth faire, and gocthrighe, |
If weewould haue our mzndes goc in righe |
temper , wee muft propefe vato our felues |
{thofc Rules that may condu® and anaylevs !
molt, inthe right carriage of all our aéZs-
ons, although fometimes the fuccefle bee
thwarted, and concurre not alwayes with
ourdefires , yet wee muft be ftill in a&ion.
Many skitull FPylors hauve fuffered Ship-
Wricke, that were well acquainted with the
Art and experience of Namigaticn, and o-
thers lefle feene therein | hane oucrpaft ma-
ny dangerous Voyages; yet were it folly
to inferre, that without _4te, Experience,
(ard, or eAftrolobe, wee fhould trie the dan.. |
gers of N auigation. g
But whither goe I ? my pu:pofe was to

fpeake fomewhat of the truc elsvar, and to

prooue that the text of Philpfopbers that

thodoxe expofition of thofe places are ei- |
ther ftraincd or altogether milg

fhall be cleered by that which followeth. |
Hevmes, 1findarius iz codice omnis verita-
tis,the great Rofary,the pande&@s of HMary, |
the Prophcetife ( as fome name her) Aforsen,
Aunicen, Balzane, Abisgazall, Bengedide his

brother, Abumalar, 4als,Calib, Efid, Sera-
pien, Thomas in breuilogs, Michacell Scor
in

e -

WTIt vpon it, or the Commentaries and Or.

aken, which

Jopher 3 and the moft part of all the Philo-

in his breuiary , Hemus in his retra&tions,
Arosthe Arabian King and learned Philo-

fophers hold foure chiefe tenents of this
Elixar: Firft the Afercuricis taken tobe the
chiefe matter to worke vpan ; Secondly,
they” hold that much punding and bcating
of the matter inculcatby Tere, Tere,Tere,
atque iterum T ere ne te tedear, quickneth and
refincth the f{pirits and vertue thereof, and
maketh the matter fit for the worke. T.hxrc.l-
ly they maintaine that fixing of Uolatile , 1s
the Adagifterum or mafter pecce of that
Worke. Laltly they fay whenthered colour
is efpoufed or conioyned to the Whire, the
worke is perfe&ted. A fuperficiall cenfure
might take thefe literally,and conclude that
preparing, {ifting, ponding of the matter,
puttingof it in fitveflels, luting and cal-
cination ; {fometimes feeding of that ful-
phuriowns furie with foft , fometimes with
more hot fire, might inthe end bring fourth
{ome Salamander - butlet vs notbee decei-
ued with fuch excurfory furuey, andconfi-
der iudicioufly what eA7ifforle in his light
of lights, Avulfamesin his Pande&s, Danicll
in his retra&s, Exclides inhis P bilofephicall]

meteours and almoft all the Philofophersy
workes,affirme in thefe wordsour AZercury
is not common Aercurie, our gold fignified|

by the red colour isnot common gold , nei-
| C 4 ther
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ther our filuer fignificd by the White colonr
vulgar filieer, they arc quicke, the other
dead, they fperituall, the other corperall ?
what then is the Philefophers Mercury, tut
Wrfdome the childe of beanen, andthe iory of
2he carth ? the pousiding and mixing of t‘gc mat-
tev, 1s thebeatig downe and q:ml:}‘jw’ng of our
affecticizs an the morter of Wif: bcart 5 the
| feeding of 1t withmorc or 1efI¢ fire is , the
"timacly prcf g end 7'(14.»:!%(5{ of our corrups Will,
the {ixation of volatile, is tie reducticn of onr
suconflant vunuing Wits , tothe Jolidsty of true
Wifedomc : Laflly the Redde celonr 1oyned
to the White , which crownes the worke,
givesvs to vnderftand , that rerfeucrafige
verixe Will gaine vs the garlend of wvitlorie
oucrall foraigne incumbrances 3 and [ibduc our
vnruly domefticke affections , Which wnlefle
2hey be oucrcame,ponided, qualified fublimar et
fixcdvoa pure Syrden-like White arve eser read {y
todetoid firom the precint of reafon, to a foule-
killsng Lberty. -

W e may {ec then (as 2 pi@ure drawne by
a skiifull workeman fhould hane relation
to al the parts it imitateth;{o the pounding.
feeding,fixing 2nd perfe&@ing of the Elixar,
jonely fitly refemble, the snconftancy and cbu-
| lition of our affeitions , which are ready to
breake out and mar the Llorious perfe&ion

|

of Jight , vnto which Philofopby intendeth
}to bring vs; if the moft pewerfudl Pirir of

“w L WC LSRRV, 838700

Janttification, by tranfmutation doe not Cap-
tinate the powers and faculties of our foule.
Let vs goe a little further, in the (eueralt
operations, circumftances and qualitics of the
P bilofophicall el1xar, ard wee fhall finde,that
neither of themmay be fitly adapred toany
thing elfe, then to mans formacion in verse.
All ancient and moderne Pbilofophers agree,
that by the true mixture of beate and coid,
moift and ary, wee attaine to the knowledge
of the gmalities of things engendred there-
by, as hard, fsft, beauy, light ,vouch, fmoot he,
that in the elemcentall Commixtion the (euc-
rall clements, asater, earth, fire and ayre,
are to bee graduate in the degrees. That
although earth be moft vile, yet is it moft
apt for swulplication and gencvation ; is the
oncly fixed elencnt , wwholc mudtiplication is
no lefte admirable then that of fire, whercof
one {parke kindled in combuftible matter,
will increafe till the fubic& bee confumed
Againcail thofe Pbhilofophers doz myftically
obfcruc’; that the Commmixtion of the foure
elements ouft be Gramatically, that is in O7-
thographicall difpofition and conuenient
Concordance ; R hetorically, that is orderly,
ornatly or neatly ; Logically,that is, by true
kindes not fophifticated, thatthey muft bee
10yned Arithmetically by proportionable
nuctnbers 5 AMufically in-the melody of true

accord,and in the c¢ffe@s of barmony which

~NNCT Y
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are glorious : neither (fay Philofophers ) is
Aftrologie tobee negle&ed for knowing the
feafons of Coniun&tion. Laftly Magicall
obferuation much auaileth, that is, wi/dome
toknow the right difpofition of the who'le
worke. When the elements ({aith e Anaxa-
goras )be thus orderly difpofedand digefted
thenwill colours draw towards perfection
naturally will be fublimat to an intelle®u-
all heate ; which operation is knowne fel-
dome and by few ; when the naturall heate
is thus purified , then nature and are by de-
greesalpire to perfe@ion,which is knowne
by chainge of colours in the work,which(as
the foure Complexsons inman ) accordingto
theright temperature of elements, their qual-
litses , andtheir oppofed pafsiues , begeta
digeftion, whichmay be as well fometimes
in outward cold, which begetteth inward
beate as in outward beate which caufeth s»-
ward cold ; although the chicfe digeffer bee
|the vitall heate of the degerent ; that the
heate of the digefted things, helpes. the d:-
| geftion and the working “thereof. Becaufs
(oagulation 1s no fubflanticall forme, but the
pafsson of materiall things, inthe elementall
Commixtion, the e4gent 1n the operation of
colours is wifely tobee examined ; fome-
times it is beate, fometimes cold, fometimes
moifture fometimes dmeﬂé, and thofe bee
the caufes Of colours. Whisteneffe is cau(;;:d
oy

:lﬂleiﬂngquﬁgﬂfo P

by cleere matter terminat ina fit {fubie&,

blacke colour when parts of a darke body op-

prefle the cleerencfle of the fubie&. Again,

by Commixtion of light and darkencffe

are engendred the meane colours, which
fhew alfo according to the more or lcfle
hbeate or cold , dyyneffe or moifture , as greene
colour isa Commixtion of cleere water with
earth bv combuft fubftance:{othe cleerer
the earth be the purcr the greenefic is. Ru-
bie colonr is a thin fume in a cleere body,
which is cleerc or darke accordingto the
quantity of the light , as appeareth inthe
Amatift whichhath lefle cleereneffe and morc
obfenrity 3 T auny colonr is of terminat clecre-
ncfle, infufed withathicke fumolity con-
gregat by warer, and fuccenfed by earth.
Pale colour 1s of watrifh earthly parts,which
being cold and thicke, are fixed ina kinde
as indying , or pale faced enuious men, in
whom the naturall bloud leaueth the ex-
teriorparts, and reforteth to comfort the
heart, the Saphiie, or orient blew like vn-
tothe heaner , is muchfairer thenthe liuid
pale colour, becaufe it participats more with

Water, ayre and light ; all other blew colours
the fadder they bee, they hauelefle ayre, and |
more carth; Siluer colour turned to abright |

afure 1s caufed by brightneffe and per{pi-
cuity of ayre. Yelow citrinc or golden
¢olour is caufed by ftrong deco&ion and

' digeftion
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digeftion of humours ingendred by heate

as ingold.hony , and gaule; and this colour is
begotien of white andred. Thushaue you

the elementall commixtion , colowrs andqua-
lirres to bee confidered in the Philofopbers|:

worke, as the opcration thereof begets di-
uers digeftionsand degrees of morcor lefle
perfeétion in the Creatures : (o the partici-

pation and operation of f{uprezme /lighr,

workes diuers effe&s inthe minde of that

prime Creature, which is cnely capablc of

thebeames and imprefsion thercof yand in
this minde of man an equality is moft ne-
ceflary. There muft bee ( faith eArifforie )
| no repugnancie nor dinifion in our flone,
till all colonrs haue appeared, that nerurall
matter by fupernaturall cooperation may of
many colonrs beget fuch a colour as is defired,
which is more precious then ali the Zewels
in the world : therefore concludeth hce
common Philofophers , can by no narurall
‘meanes , attaine to the knowledge of this

elixar,
Many other Philofophers, alluding to the
{fame purpofe, but more to fhew their Curio-
fitie, then to dete@ truth , adde fmelling and
tafting to the former apparitionof colours ;
but thefe 1 ouverpafle as impertinent.
Others more anzlogically fay that the elixer
muftbe diflolued, cherifhed, fixed, andre-
uiued by liguors, which are fpecially to bee
confidercd

. W e - mw‘sv VJ -’5”'. v

onfidered in purity, quantity, thickseffe,and
hinr:: [, not phyfically , becaufe the true E- p’
:xar1sa thing of the fecond sntention , and
hath a Az etaphyficall operation. Lhyfics-
ns {2y, the more thicke vryneis, the more
tfigoitieth Lomedity : but the P hylofophers
ay,the moie thickthis liguonr i<, it haththe
oie ficsery; andthe more fubtill it 1s,1t be-
oneoncth the greater bumidiry,

Arifter {aith. that ayre is fecretly enclo-
ed in water, and by an aycriall power bea-
cthvpearth. 4rifforle faith, thar the righe
¢paration of water fromayre, is a chicfe
after-peece of the Worke : other plainedea-
ing Philofophers doe holde ,that Rayne wa-
er which commethof condenfed ayre, is the |
hicfenutritiue lignonr :  others affirme, that ;

ewe falling from Heauenin May , before |
he Sunne enter into Scorpio,T% a fit liquour !
or their ftones; fome fay thatall conden- !
d froftie liguours are to bee reie@ed, be-|
aufe their acuitic is infe@ed, and dulled
ith cold; others preferre milke for the
hitenefle, fome water of Litargeand A. .
s but Democrirus, whom1 pre f’grre toall”
iefe filly men, aduifcth to take Caleftiell
crmauent Water, wholc vertue isto abide all |
inde of fiery tryalls. Ruperciffa faith, that
e chiete liguounr to refrefh the Elixar , is
191 vite, becaufe it is piritnall, it wili re-
luc dead things, and make groffe masters |

-
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Pivituall 5 Hermes bids vs take a liguon
ﬁﬁ‘cfhcr then any water in tafte,that will ne
uer confume, but the more 1t isvfed, th
more it is encreafed, and this Zquour he
calleth Craude Adercurij, which is the matte
of the white Worke. All thefe liguonrs di
ueifly iliultrate, haue naturally diuers po
werfull gualities of cleanfing both of the fub
flance and meanes by diffolution , feparation
fixation and vefolusng matter into _Arommes
andas liquonrs haue diuers gualities and ope
rations : {o arethey found by diuers meanes
fom.times by cutting, as in T erebinth; fome
times by prefing,as Wine, Sydar; fometime
by grinding , as Oyl liguonr is alfo fourn
by diftillation of Uecgerables , Afetralls , an
Antmalls;{ome Liguonrs al{o by naturall wor
king are proq#ccd,- as vrine , [weat, mlke
blood : all thelC liquors by a vifcofitie cleau
tothings, and leauc part of théir fubffanc
with them, but that vnconftant vagabor
Lusckfiluer is fo fleeting, that he will neue

faftcn to any thing, except to a merrall of

his owne kindv, that is ({aith Calsb ) poyfo
nable couctonfncfle, or flowing riches , are fel
dome fixedor takes-holde, but in fibiets o
their owne kinde. By the knowledge o
diuerfities, contrarieties, and aecords, we ma
choofe what guality we will make Lord th
perfection of loue is beft knowen by the de

1

finde greater difficultie to finde them by re-

todifcerne White vpon White, then {dacke vp-
on White; and there is greater wifedome to
diftinguifh good from good , then euill from
exill; becaufe in the confufion of things,thofe
that moft refemble, are leaft knowne one

they are inftant'y di{couered. Baut let vs
not truit that one thing may be hote andcold,

r deftruft , and of soy by forrowe : inall |
}zefe and other things, our wvnderflanding

emblance then by contraries. 1t ismore hard

from an other, but in the commixture of di-
uers things, either in quality or fubftance,

drye and moyft in one pofture, for two con-
traries can neuer {ubfift inone degree; there-
fore if wee know not euery circumftance and
gradation of this great werke, wee fhall ne-
uer bring it to perfeltion - for as diusne pro-
uidence by nature made all things in truc
number and proportion : {o euery defe& in
that zumber and proportion is imperfe& ,and
wrongcth both the fir? and fecond caufe.

Wee muft then confider wifely of the
meanes whereby this Wworke is complent and
when they are purified in the third degree ;
the purer the meanes bee , thencerer to per-
fe@ionthey are, and retaines fuch a part
of the vertue of this Art,that without their
| ayde, the principall may not gine influence to
the finall end, neither the effluence anfwere

TheTiiiage of Isght.
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the Sowle is tyed to the Boly by meanes of a
witall . netirall,and animall [pirie : {o as long
s thefe meancs keepe the body aline;fo long
will the foule dwell with the bady ; but when
nature or accident take away the meanes, the
fubrsle bpnrc smmortall foule rcryreth fromthe
groffe body to immortalitic , for which fhee

was created. According to this, ({ay the
Phylofophers ) their Elixar hath COrpses tnis-
mam & [piritunz, all which muft haune meanes
agrecable totheir kinde, and muft be (ear-
ched by Wifedome, lcaft by ignorance or mif- |
goucrnement , the Diuine Workg bee quite
marred. |

Thus hath my Plough fhortly gone
through the large field of the P hylofophicall
Elixar ; which by allufioin to moft pure mset-
talls , is {aid to cosmert and mulriply other
varehned metrods , hauning the feed of Gold,
into purc Gold: bur as Jou fowe , you fhall

reapes if you fowe fPevingly , you fhall reape (ba-

vanglys sf you fowe derheneffe, Jox fhall reape |}
confufior 5 and i you fevpe light, you (hall reape |

19y. Anrum ab agi:ilone venier , thar is pure
2yre of viholcfome doZivize , ducly and fea-
fonably fowcen, bringe:h toorth m:/tons; but
asthis fecd is fowen by them who hane their
mirdes long exercifed in vertize : o is it in-
creafed in none bur in thofe that haue their
mindes capable of fo holy an smprefSion.
Thrething, winnowing,grinding are ne{gcf-
ary

1~

- T be Tellage of lighs.

fary vles for Wheate , yet belong not to the
Bakers Craft: bat fifting, mixing,and go-
uernment of fire, are workes of greater
skill ; if Reaforzand holineffs bee the begin-
ming of euery a&ion , doubtlele the vifible
things will {feparat fronithe /muifible that is
Water and earth from fire and aire’; for things
are corperall,becaufe they fhall be fpiritual,
which the Wheele of the grear Worke will make
| manifet wheg time (the Srew.rd,and difpen-
Jator of cuery thing ) fhall one day bring
cacry thought vpon the Srage.

But to returne to Phidofophy, if wee will
giue her the due praifes which fhee defer-
ueth, wee fhall finde thather refyning of vs
1a vertue , is toa more pure fubftance , then
of thrice purified gold : if wee would from
vice extral wertue, quinteffence, content and
truc reputation from peucity and contempe,
Conuert exileinto our zatiuce Conntry,bends
Into lhberry, Want into Wealth, or would wee
multiply fome few fhort earrhlycroffes into
Caleftiall permanent ioyes, all thefe can
Philofophy doe. Philofophy can make (o-
drus better content then Crefiss 3 Diogenes
contemnc great eAlexanders conquefis;
braue banifhed Rurslins prefer folitarineflc
to the greatnefle and magnificence of his
¢y, and affirme that by purchafing the
fricndthip of Phwefophy hee hath lined no

longer then hee was banifhed : Magnani-
| D mous
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mous Philsfophy will encourage Ariftar-

chus to doe more thenall thefe, by teaching
him, brufed .in a morter, to cry out trium-

phantly, Stampe on, you hurt but the cafe of
Arftiarchus,but bis mind you cannot touch. 1t
is Pbilofsphy that in aducrfity ( as ftecle fron

fline ) drawcth fromvsthat {parke of diuine
fireleft in our foules , which kindleth vertne
and makes it a;peare in its owne coloxr.

What other thing fhall I call Philofophy,
then the Lishe of tnis life, Miftres of eur af-
fbtions T utcrx of onr felicity, and the vpright
conr.:gions goneinment of our [felues in all onr
«ltions by the rule of reafom ?or may 1 not
name her a ffryuing and consention of the
fonle, to repaire the weake mortality of the
bedy, by participation of erernall light ,vnto
whofc fruition fhee draweth vs fomuchas
{hc can, imploy ing art and indufiry, to pro-
cure vs glory and fame for a quiet minde
heare, and for a happy and glorions hereafter.
This dinsne Philofophy begetteth fuch plea-
five in our foxle , whileft weeare imployed
"about braue and gerierons actions, {pecially,
' when (onft.ncy wreftleth _with profperity or
' aduer(ity, the halit thercof commeth to fuch
a fiveetneffe, that none but fuch as haue tafted
it, can expreffle. What greater content-
ment can come to the foule, then the tefti-
monie that Cornfcience beareth vnto vertue ;
how with vodaanted cosrage fhe hath with-

| ftar , that foretold his ruine an

Jalnes for foreeyes.,

TheTillageof lizkt.

tothe (yrcean cups of honour, riches or ple

ﬁm'.f, then are our 7oyes complear ; then Go:l;
Zlorie and fpendor fhine about vs and g1

V8 preheminence among t men,if ic were gnuc
lyasa torcn to lighten vs to fizre and glorc:'-
ous attions : fqr It wee owe vnto poflerss ch-
moft part of cur beft afiors, what rﬁorcc:
carneft wifhes fhould we haue,thenour lfues

Sweats and labonrs for generall benefit,affoord
VS meanes to enrich others by imstarion, and
make our felues iluftrions by the '
dation of vertue. commen-
" li)%t when we yeeld our felues captines to
¢ c ndage of pleafures, then frecle we the
1;”” that pearce our owne breaffs; Bafe Te-
*gonus begotten on Circe, killed his owne
Father VZiffes s Venus retribution of Helena
to Pari for his golden ball, was the blaling
. d the -
;nrow of many worthy T roians beﬁd‘gu:eil;l
one word, Great o A lexander bewayling th
snchantments of ¢fFfeminat foftnefle ngm g
the Perfian Dames, dolores oculoruns ,’ or bzd

Egefias the (irenian, was fo powerfull in

a publike Philofophicall difcourfe of the s7z-
Zarmlhgy of the foule, that moftofhis .4x-
tors haftened their deaths with their owne

ftoodi]’ D 2

ftood aduerfe forture, and hith not yccld; !

may be facrifi{ed to publike good ? Thefe !

hands ; if thefe #eat ben, who had onely the
gloomy I
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gloomy light of nature were(o finifterly zea-
lous to haue the reward of vertue, by pre
uenting zuure with votimely death, what
i1l luckeis ir, that we whohauethe Oracles
of eteruall 171th are {o carelefle & prodigall
| of our fLiort time, that we doe not freely en-
| joy the happineflc of true dsusne light ;which
‘oncly fhewcth gencrons fpivits,worthy to be
(thc mafier-pecce of that feneraigne Worke- |
imafler their Creator,1 can glue no other rea.
(fon, then guos pevdere vule 1upiter bos demen-
' zar sor that our imaginatido,which is beneath
vuderflasdizg,and abouc the S cjn]é:,to whom
belongeth the cenfure of thing-, (uffercth
her {cife oftimes to be corrupted or mifled;
and doth receiucone'y the fuperhicialland
externall forme of things fromthe fenfes,
the Ceninels of the forde , which fhe picfents
with fauour to the foule, as they f{eeme
graccfull to her, and not as they are vniner-
fally profitable tothe welfarc of man:fo
that from fapcrticiail imagimitior, and par-
tiall relaticis, proceeds thot apprchcnﬁon of
the goodn. i or badndfic of things that we
call epaion , which 1s a mﬂl.,guxdc ,and fo
{cizcth vpon our imngaiior s that moft
times we tiandat defiance againit reafon.
Ncither doth epizon fLew her {elfe vio-
lent in any thing morc, then infercing her
vaticls ro lay bold vpon an imaginary ipe-
culation of this golden Elixar, or light in-

T 209

corporat

"‘l’ daa Ve

| corporat with fmozke,by which( if it were

 dition of begg.ars or impoftire , not worthy

that fuch moathcs as labour to extinguifh:
the light of other mens goodnefie , might'

-'w-é' vJ "‘S'I'.

found as it will neuer be) the purchafers !
fhould bee bur depriued of truc liberty, |
and the feminary of all mifchiefe, and |
Cimerian darkneffe difperfed thorow the}
world.

Ifany miftake me, and thinke that in this I
Ti'lage of light, 1 feeme to wichdraw the |
due praife of art, it is farre f:om my mea- |

' ning . I wilhthat cuery e #714/f were cqual-

led with the 27+ ; animated to vertuous de-
fignes, and norchecked for vadertaking by,
eucry goodman goofccap, who grace learning |
or wercue with a fogh, as Todaccaonifts doc}
their fmoake , bur ina different manner, the
one indcrogation, countenance the moft
elaborat ftudies of thebrainz, as the ad |
{
the lealt glimpfe of a fauourable afpe&: the |
other facritize their fume through their |
nofes with fuch deuotion toan angrie fact |
B :cchus , as oftimes ftraines tearcs from |
theiv cyes ; and that is the top of their gal-

lantry : Bur certainely good manners

fhould not be much wronged, if ina quip-

ping veine, {uch were ferued as a ffurdy |
boftler once
mannerly Mare; {o fhould they haue giid:
prequeo, andperhaps be grated to the quicke!

girded a country mans vn-!
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for it is certaine that wifdome, pollicy and
learning have no fuchencmies as Fooles, Ruf-.
ﬁxm‘ » and ?gnor;mt:; not that Witty Igno—
ramis, that was a&cd at Cambridge, but
'that (quint-eyed Enuyor fupidity , that de-
priucth men as well of the feeling of good,

the humour and inclination of beafts then
of men., |
Jt 1s alwayes the common mifery of
poore {pirits,to cnuy that light in others,
wh-ch they haue not in themfelues ;{o is it
the common confolation of thofe, to defire
compartners  in their wants ; f{pecially
when they dreameto themfelues fuch fecu-
rity,as noaduerfe accident can encounter :
then doe they in pride or infolency deride
ordif{ualue better flowers then grow intheir
owne garden;efteeming that other mens
reputation ecclipfeth their greatnefle.

teclors and cherifhers of religion, vertue and
learning, and to finde out the fecrets of art :
butI wifh that cunning Alchimifts would
vnderftand, that it is the Wifdome of Kings
and garland of true naobilityto bee folearned
or wife, asthey may diftinguifh betwixt
true art and infinuating foppery, or curious
vn-

as of curll, and participateth more ‘with !

haue their wings finged for their paines : -

It is cncouragement that addes vie to
art ;and it is the honour of Kings, and
chiefe tit'e of inferiour Lights to be pro- |

TheTillageo

vaprofitable fearch, which for gaine oro-
ther wrong ends, put faire vizards vpon
foule faces, and maskes cheating or curio-
{ity with zrr, which are indeed alients from
it Thele Alchimifts attend greatncffe as
Apes or Parrats,by fhewing tcats of ati-
uity in geflure, difcourfing and imitation ;
yet their end is to catch Dorrels and put
them to fale.

The beft paterne to pry into their coun-
{cll,and bring them tothe licht was cut by
the hand of the Great light 5 which although
it fhincth as well in the darkeft corner of
the heart, as in the moft tran{parcent yolke
of pureft Chriftall, yet inferiour lights can
neither fec,nor fhine, but in the tranf{paren-
cie of their owne or others Workes. Their
carc muft bee then to cog;:g:ce and diftin-
guifh, when pride fights vnder the colours
of bumility, bipocrifie is cloathed in Relig:0:s
babit 3 when corrnption is garded withthe
thew of Juftice,Vice fairded with Pertne,and
when Soph:/try feemes to boult out much by
logicall reafon,which wil not abide the plow-
ing of light,and are weake and finowlcffc in ’
the Schoole of pra&tife, as expericnce hath
taught vs. If weewereas carefullto bec,
what we feeme to be,as wee are curious to
feeme tobe what weare not, crooked cunning
fhould not "goe current forart. Wee fhould

ig L.
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our penwy fhould be as common asour Pater
nofter, that is, our Jight {hould fo fhine in
our Workes as _Angels and men{ceing,might
ling a ioyfull eAleluiah to the Great lighe
'but asall is not goldthat gliftereth :{o ene-
rie clecre body the more cleere it {eemes
| to bec, is not the more neerer to parity and
fomplscity ; {fome by a well ten'pered Elemen-
tarre mixture, andradicall heate by coepera-
‘tion and powerfull enflucnce of the funne
hew cleere and firme as they are : cuery
body of this kindc the more cleerc, it is the
ncerer to {irplicity, more able to abide the
touchf{tone of Truth;by how much more
it hath a fimpathicall rcfemblance to pureft
Niquid fubfrances, as bony, Wine , oyle :ndthe
like,which beforethey yeeld themf{eluesto
'vie, expell all dregges that abatestheir ver-
'tic, Or glcmifh their liftre: there bee other
{eeming purc bodics, that by a frofty con-
| dentfat:on of congealed cold humours, af-
{umes a clecreneffe, and in a kinde, thew as
| fixed lights, bur are not neererto perfc &i-
‘on; apply but firc,or the leaft c%a!c of a thaw
'winde, and forthwith they diflolue incor-
| on-at with more corruption thenthey had
 before : thefe  counterfeit fubffances fitly
‘refemble puddle water which waats the
' former expulfiue verrue, that{eparats the
' pare fram the impure ; whereby they de:
/‘clinc from their naturall perfeltion to an

1

-
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vawhole-
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vawholefome rottennefle, which is good
f?lr none , but harmefull, or loathfome to
a [ J

Now todigge vp the laft offenfiue {tone
in the righe tillage of the Phylofophicall
light. Euery Chriftian ought to haue {uch
affe@ion, tolouc andfearchthe wcrkes of
the moft Bleffed, fo farre as the enquirie is
reucaled, and is profitable in the true ends;
to admire the reft,and to propofe myficries
no otherwifc then they vnderftand, leaft
likeblinde e 3lonntarns, they commend the
Mules,and poynt quite contrary. Asinthe
Elenfine {acrifices, the Nouices that were
initizted,lay all along vpon the ground , till
the feruice was ended : fo in the Afyfferics
of dinine Wifdome, wee haue no fuch counte-
nance as bumilicy, which is the cognizance
of that greatneffe,and our bafenefle.

Hee that knoweth our fhallownefle, lo-
nethbettera credulous heart , then a curi-
oushead, andother mens harmes tellvs, it
1s more dangerous to {urfct vpon wit, then
want it.

Adan is the Alicrocofmes, orabridgement |
of the Creation ;the Plrylofophers worke s the !
abridgement of mans Formutien. As thc,
Wor/d was made of two {cuerall parts , the |
one’ sntelligible, finfible, 20d corruptsble, the |
Qther, vatelligible, svifenfible,and sncorruptible: |

>
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and perfe&ion of the Intellettuall parves,
which hee hath by meanesof thebody ; but
in his Soxle were the moft excellent per-
fe&ionsthat be in theincorruptible world,
but are {o originally depraued, and depref-
{ed with carth , and weighed downe with
the burthen of flefh, that all the indeauours
of Diuine and Humane Phylofophers , can
neuer {ufficiently labour in mans new for-
mation, without which his condition is
worfc then if hee had not been atall: ther-
fore, as in man we rather ob{erue whathee
is, then what hee feemies to bee: {o in the
other creatures , wee muft not expe& that
from wviolence , which is proper to tempe-
rance , or looke for goodnefle in T hunder,
Fire, or Earth-quaksy Nature produceth
cucry thing how ¢xcellent foeuer, by an iz
ﬁnﬁblc motion , and not by wielence , and
prematured Byrehes , are cuer imperfe& :
'whereby it falleth out , that thofe who erre
'by Arte , erre moft dangeroufly , arming
themfelues in obftinacie, with Science a-
| gainlt Reafon : but they that leaue the high
way , and betake themfelues to by-lanes,
fhould know the place well ; leaft they bee
wildred. Nature is abetter Phyfician then
oAt : and Sobrietie can cure moe difeafes
| then all Paracelfian Chymicalls 5 let vs value
our felues as we ought , and we fhall make
little account of the toylefome vnproﬁ&-

c
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bleniceties of Arr. The Propher did not
wrap his face in his mantell | till the Soft
veoyce cawne ; all diuine and morall knowledge
haue their termination in reft ; rbe firft no
eye hath feene, or eare hath heard , or tongue 1
able to expreffe 5 the oither with admirable
vertue and fplendor attaineth to that peace of
Confcience Which paffeth all vnderflanding, by
the vwion, and iudicious Diapafon of dif-
cordant rones.

Now that T bee not tranfported beyond
my promife, I will vnyoake my alnoft
wearied Ploxgh , hoping what I haue tilled
will dire¢t puny Husbands to the know- .
ledge of the Phylofophers Light how it muft
b'ee ploughed, what Secd is tobee fowen in
right feafon, and what is the increafe 5 that
all other T illage is but curiofitie, miSprifion,
forgery, or impofiure , otherwife then in the
culture of the Naturall or Phyficall opera-
tion and vertue of e4/chimy,” from which
I detra& nothing.

It refteth now, that I fhake hands with
{uch e4lchimifts as labour in the timpany of
a falle Elixar, that we may remaine friends
or friendly encmies: yer left I fhould vn-

| Articles to bee performed before agree-

der value my felfc, I offer thefe enfuing

ment.
Firft, that they arme their Refolution

with patience for loffes paft , and with

o perfe-
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perfenerance in the ftudie of the true E-
lixar 3 {marting cures are beft foffered by
thc onc, and great Affayres arc neuer
brought to good end, but by Comftancse,
and calmmneffe. T hey that baue their mindes

their pafiion oncr-reach not their reafon; and
"Cloath that [hrinketh in the Wetting , neuer
prooucth good ixn the Wearng. 1f they can
commaund themfclues thus, without doubt
they fhall bee capablc to gouerne the world,
and fo bee mafters of the great Worke : - Mo-
deration will giuc them leafure to finde out
the time , place, matter , and all necefla-
| ry aduantages to compalfle their defignes:
|if they finde ta their griefe the doore fhut
one wiy , they may then redeeme fuch af-
fli&ion, by finding out a more eafic and
‘bertcr paflage to the true Elixar. 1t they
'siue way to fharpe and puffionate morions,
'which difturbe the conduction of affayres,

tobffinacie indifcretion,and impatsence.

| "Secondly, forfhunning of thefe euills,
T defire , when they haue plowed this Light
| breake all their Chimscall

\aftermee, they . .
' imaginary golden pots , leaft with Perslliss,

they perifh in their owne innentions; or
( as Homers (yclope prosmifed to Viyffes) when
‘they haue eaten their goods , which are

|their Companions , perhaps they cat them-
1 fclues

!
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bigher then their fortune , muft haue care that’

J!
|
|

‘then fhall they bee expofed to precipstation,
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felnes laft of all. F;ire fhowes ba'lanced|

with their incommodities,prooue ott times
vnprofitable, troublefome, or harmefull, as
the Italian Prouerb implicth.

Chi ba bianco ((znallo, et bella moglie
N o viie maj [anfa doglie.

For preucntion of this exsd, or enioying
of that geod , hopes and feares are rightly to
bee mixed,by forefight and prouidence of the
difficuitics and goodneflc that may arife:
and in this kindc, I wifh the fcare of {ach

Phylofophers as labour for a materiall E-
lixar, may preuaile ouer their bopes; butaf,
their hope prefuppoleth fucha goodistobe |
obtayned, my fewre beleeueth that thefe
formeror enluing cuilis will bee hardly a-|
uoyded. Our witand vnderftanding ought |
to bee rather bent to regard the difliculrics !
of thingsof high reach, thentobec hood-

| winke with the T antzalus-lske bope of impof-

(ibilities: If they doc otherwife,itislikely
that inthe end diffidesce will follow feare, !
and knowing her fulfc vncapable to auert |
the exill , and cnioy the good that (himicall
curiofitie fo much affe¢tcth, fhee conuert
her felfe into despayre , and fo plunge her
owners in ¢ 7enipszs his mifery : for when
the confideration of euill bcgetteth de-

(paire, then oft runes that defpaire isthe

end
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endof the motionof all other pafions , as Ioy
|18 the repofe and reft of good ; and thisisa
chicfe reafon why Wifedome doth examine
things by the end.

It Golde dreaming edlchimiftes wonld
make vp {ome part of their loffes by the re.
liques of the pureft matter, they may put
1t rofal -, to annoynt maungic Hackneyes ;
for which, if wee may beleeue auncient
Farryers, it is a foueraigne cure: or if truth
may haue truft,all their /gnitions, Calcinats.
ons, ‘.Dl fJolutions, Amal(g,m onns 5 Crrcitlations
Sublzm.'{tzorzs, Fixations ,and A ultzplic:ztiam ;
otherwife then ina firituidl fenfe . are but
borrowed words of _47¢ , to make vrgnent
for fadifl stching difeafes , fmeake to ruine
craz’d eftates,or trumpery to vphold Afoun.
tebanckes vpon the charges of the more curi-
ous then wife,

It 1s the beft halfe of the Worke, to choofe
a good (ubie@. Tnf(uiting bafc macter with
the ornaments of learning , fheweth much
Wi, butlittle wifdome; and it farcth with
fuch, as it doth with thofe that trap Afles
with golden furniture ; or wirh children

who build caftles in the fand , whicharede.-
faced w:th euery breath; or with curions
Workemen , who caruing in knottie Timber

haue toyle without end, for their ele@ion
without inudgment. Perféus his {carre fits
In the forehead of Curiofitie s Oftentat ob-

Srrufam

Prrufam eruditionem [pirando ambitionem , fed
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carendo occafione infla neceflitatss , ant intenti-

one pie vtilstatzs. Let vscolour blemifhes as

wee will, yet 2 Croope fhoulder is cuer

knowen howfocuer it bee boulftered ; and
they that paint olde faces , hardly hide the
wrinckles. In (atalogniathere is a ftatute,

whereby Cuckolds pay tribute ; mee thinkes
that law is 1wt 1f 1t hadan addition, that all
curious fcarch fhould bee fined or punifh-
ed,that as all husbands might looke to their
charge,in’barring fuchbankets of Turnups
as inrolles them in Cornbill Kallender : fo
incroaching Curiofities might not fo much
trouble the repofc of more profitable ftu-
dies.Such fubie&s arc only worthy of aPhi-
lofophers Penor Pra&ice, as (like Arcbhias
Lute)wilfpeake for their mafter. They want
cle&ion, that in a fieldof Corne only make
vie of Cockle; and they want difcretion,that
hauing awhole ficld of Vertue before them,
rather with e ¥ encdemus, become{ellers of
trifles, with the foo’es of the world, loofers
of time,or with e Hartiall, mifsimpleyers
of good wits, thenwiththe learned or wife,
honour their Countrey by affeGing Sciences
of grecatcr obfernation. But {uch are the
cuftomes of curioms or cunning men, to blind
the cle&ion of others, that for the moft
part, they feeke out the poyfonof wit to
corrupt the fame; like that e#ayd , who

being
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being accultomed to feed vpon Serpents.
did make v{c of poyfon for her natmcall re-
fection, : :

When prefumptior (impathizes notwith
sudgement, and preferres craized vnderftan.
dizg , or mifled opinion before certaine
krowledgeand true wifdome without further
cxamination ; there {uch defe&s of wit or
fophifticaced #rz, pay {mooke with winde,
andbafc mesral with fallc coyne. - The na-
ture of vanity values things by offentarion,

curzofity which efteemeth better of the cur-
rentnefle of fhewes then of the goodnefle
and vertues of things.  Such is the habit of
curisfity and cunning thatI bluthas I write,
and yet I write to make the World blufh;but
I rowle Sifiphas ftone ; if I fhould ftraine
my witto dreggcs, I feare it {hall not ftem
the torrent of worldly ftreames: Men are
richedt in infirmities, weakeft in forefighe,
apt toencertaine hurtfull pleafures, orer-

routs, and 1gnorant to reforme them s vni- |

| and in others of all ages that haue gotten
| the glory to be the witctt and moft learned ;
all which hauc left this maxime in wryting;
that in the immortallity of thefoule, as in
the center of Philofophy, doe mecte and cnd
all rules thatmay conduce tothe wholfome
conferuation of ciuill life, and true tran.
quillity of minde.about which P \:ilofop hers
{o much laicoured When fuch Heathen
husbands of #itures light erre, in racking
of Supreamc light , with the renter-hookes
of Curiefity, or humane reifon, let Sacred
Writ be Vmpier, andicucllfuch balkes with
the better plowed ground of Chriltian har-
mony.

Laftly , if all well difpofcd eAalchinifts
will neither ftraine the firlt nor laft 2 bsle-
fophers meaning to wrong ends, and admic
fuch fiuourable confltru&ion to the labours
of vertue,as the name, Maiefty,and pra&ice
of Philofaphy doe challenge our friendfhip,
1s {0 combined, that we fhail reapethe rich

haruelt of our Tillige of light , that

uerfall propofitions , rcquire no inftance
and nonc take acception at generall termes
but the gnilty.

Thirdly, I defire that fuch e Zlchimifts as
arc ftudious in the true Philofophers Elixar,
Mctamorphile Raimond, e Albert ses AMagnes,
Veckeris de Secretss, Fricr Bacaw and the like
into Solon, Pithagoras , Socrates, e Ariffotle

i

and

{peakes Glory tothe (veator,
and ioy to the crea-
ture.
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