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|| EXPOSITION 
UPON 

: Sir George Ripleys 

Hermetico-Poetical 

WORKS. 
Astros ES eA Containing the plaineft and moft 
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: Pelican in Little-Britain: 1678. 

JULY 

UAL 

Ler 



a
e
 

i
n
s
 

MR
T 

a
p
 

ea
ig
 

R
I
O
T
S
 

en
ca

nR
R 

S
P
R
 

y
u
 

g
y
i
 

as
 

R
D
I
 

Te
le
 

e
r
a
 

o
a
t
 

e
y
 

S
E
R
D
)
D
R
S
A
R
A
T
 

R
S
 

W
a
v
e
s
 

a
 

g
S
 

N
S
 

S
S
S
R
 



THE 

. Author's Preface 
TO HIS 

EXP OSTTIONS 
UPON 

Sir GEORGE RIPLEY’ 

Compound of A le hyay ,. Bey 2s 

His. Coron of Brid- 
WG glinaton flourifhed in 
. x S the days of Edward 
che the Fourth, King of 

‘ 2 England, to whom 
he. wrote an Epiftle, 

as in the beginning of this Book apr 
peareth : a true, Artift he was, as 
every one. who hath attained the 
knowledge in this Maftery can. te- 
ftifie. He wrotesamong other Wri- 
tings, thefe Twelve Gates of Alchy- 

“3 , my, 
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The Author's Preface: 
my, which with the Preface, Kecapi- 
tulation, Erroneous Experiments by 

King , Vifion, and Wheel, ¥ fhall 
unfold. | : 

For his Experience herein he was 
eminent, yea his Writings indeed 
are, in my opinion, for the fulnefs 
of them, and eminent defcriptions 
of things, to be preferred before 
any that I have read or feen, yet I 
have feen many. . 

I would detract from no candid 
well-deferving Author, but would 
ingenuoufly give themetheir due; 
yet Rpley to me feems to carry the 
Garland. _ 

For mine own part, I have caufe 
to honour Bernard Trevifan, who 
is very ingenious, as in aH hie 
Writings, fo elpecially in that Epi- 
ftle of his to Thomas of Bononia, in 

e oh which 

1c 
him warned of, his. Epz§#/e to the hc 

th 



The Author's Preface: 
which let me ferioufly profels, I 
receiv'd the main Light in this 

hidden Secret. I fhall not name 

the place, but read the Epiftle, and 
read it again and again, for in ‘it 
is moft excellent truth, and Naked 
truth. 

Next to him, or rather before 
him in fome refpects, is an Author 
whom I will not name} yet truly all 
-Chymical Writers are therein to 
be preferred by any man, by how 
far he gets good by them: one 
commends Raymond Lully betore 
all, yet I remember not that ever f 
got good by reading of him : fome 
in good footh, who are not Pro- 

feflors of this Secret , write more 

edifyingly to the informing of a 
Tyro, then thofe whom skill hath 
made crafty, efpecially in fuch 
places where they intend nothing 

* 4 , lefs 
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The Author's Preface. 
lefs then, to .difcover fuch Secrets : 
I leartied ‘the Secret of ‘the Philo- 
fophers Magnes, from one ; of their 
Magical Chalybs, from another; the 
uleof Diaua’s Doves, trom a third 5 
the Air, or rather the Camelion of 
the Philofophers , from another ; 
the grofs Preparation of their Men- 
firuuw, ia another; the number of 
Eagles, in another : but for operas 
tion on the true Matter, and figns 
of the true Mercury, I know none 
like Ripley, though Flammel be 
eminent. I know what I fay, as 
knowing experimentally the truth, 
and what is errour. 

For mine own part, I have had 
ex perience of mifleading Sophitti- 
cal Writers, and have made many 
toylfom laborious Experiments 
though bute young 3 and therefore 

having at length, through the un- 
; deferyed 
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The Author's Preface. 
deferved mercy of God, arrived 
at my: Haven of Reft , I hall 
ftrecch out@y hand to fuch as are 
behind. 

I have wrote feveral, Treatifes, 
fome in Englifh>, but pecially 
in Latine ; one, Englib Treatile 
touching the Stone, very plainly 
written, but not perfe&ed, unfore 
tunately flipt out of my hand, and 
perhaps may come abroad into the 
World; if it do, I fhould be forry. 
Two Latine TraGates,, one intitu- 
led, Brevis manudubtio ad Rubi- 
num ColeStem, another, Fons Chy- 
mice Philofopbie, Y wrote, which 
for efpecial Reafons tome known 
I refolve to fupprefs. Two other 
Latine Treatifes, the one intituled, 
Ars Metallorum vietamorphofecs, the 
other, Introitus apertus ad occlu- 
fum Regis Palatinm, 1 lately wrote, 

which’ 
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The Author's Preface. 

which perhaps thou mayft enjoy. 
Two Englifb Poems I wrote, de- 
claring the whole Se@ret, which 
are loft. Alfo an Enchiridion of 
Experiments, together with a Di- 
urnal of Meditations, in which 
were many Philofophical Receipts 
declaring the whole’Secret , with 
an A°nigma annexed 3 which alfo 
fell-into fuch hands, who I con- 
ceive will never reftore ic. This 
Jaft was written in Englifb , with 
many other which I wrote for mine 
own recreation, and afterwards 
burned. 

But now at length ftudying how 
to profit the Sons of Art to my 
utmoft, Ihave rather refolved to 
unfold Ripley’s Knots, and fo thou 
mayft have two Witnefles in one ; 
for by the unfolding of him thou 
fhalt both fee the depth of the 

( Man, 



The Author's Preface. 
Man, and difcern that both he and 
¥ were truly, and notSophitftically, 
intrufted with this Divine Science 
and Art 3; 1n which it is not notio- 
nal, as many men conceive the Art 
to be, but real Experiments of Na- 
ture , taught me by the only God 
and Mafter.of Nature, that was my 
Guide ; having feen and made the 
Secret Water of the Philofophers, 
and known the ufe of it by ocular 
experience, to the effecting of the 
admirable Elixir, Thefe Writings 
perufe, for they are not Fancies, 
and fo with the help of the moft 
High, thou hale attain chy with. 
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Stout odie ahd Ebk awe 

. Advertifement. 
He Compound of Alchymy which 
feents to be moft made ufe of in this 
Book for Quotations, agrees for the 

moft part with the Edition publifhed by 
Ralph Rabbards, and Printed at London 
1591. 2 4°. in which Fedition the Englith 
is not fo old asis that Copy which was pub- 
lifhed by Elias Afh- , In his moft excellent ahd 
mole F' {93 as Tet IT laborious Collection of our 

: Ancient Englifh Hermetick 
humbly on getig that Authors, called: Theatrume 
this Fx pofitor hath Chymicum... Britannicum , 
’ Printed at London 1652. 
in’ 40. with his learned. and ingenious Obfervations upon the 
fame.” And I heartily with that ‘the learned Philofophers of 
our Age, could prevail with him to publifh his fecond Vo- 
hime’ of that Colle&tion, which he had almoft finifhed near 
twenty. years fince, (as Thad it from his own mouth) and 
hath lain afleep ever-fince, and likely fo to ‘lie’; for to the 
perfecting thereof hé is now unwilling to.be.brought, unlefs 
fome worthy Friend of his can be wrought upon to prevail 
with him; before the {léep\of death feizes him; and leaves 
thofe rare pieces of Antiquity to be inevitably Joft, to the 
prejudice of all Philofoplters, ‘and great difhonour of the 
Kriglifh Nations. | 

; thought 
: » 



thought fitto.clear the fence of the old 
Englith Verje, by the change of fowe few 
words, more fignificant to the prefent fpeech, 
and yet doubtlefs not -differing: from the 
mind off the ‘Author's; which ‘change of 
words , I durst not prefume to alter, but 
that I ought rather in justice te the Author 
to.let them pals 3 and for this reafon like- 
wife, that whomfoever fhall defire to fee. the 
difference, may eafily compare all three tage- 
ther, becanfa they are all publifhed in Prints 
and in performing this fervice, I. hope. I 
have done my duty faith{ully, and wronged 
20 body. I likewife make bold to.acqhkaint 
the Reader, that in the Expofttion upon 
Sir G. Ripley's, Preface, i#.the Learned 
Sophies Fealt, pag. 52. line 5. I find this 
word | greatelt,"| which from what follows 
line 11-. (Thumbly conceive; with’ fub- 
milfion.) fhould be [meanelt;} as may more 
manifestly appear from the fame Author; ix 
his Secrets Reveal’d, pzg. 623°63: and ik 
SirG. Ripley's 5th. Gate, Stave 40. line 6. 
But becaufe I found it [. greateft price) iz 
two Copies, Itherefore left it fo, and by this 
Advertifement fubmit it tothe. Readers 
Judgment. Ihave likewife found, that ix 
aX auo' the 

( 



the Eixpofition upon Sir G. Ripley's Epis 
file to King Edward the 4th. pag. 9. line 2. 
for Mercury, fome Copies read Antimony, 
which is likewife left to the Readers feru- 
tiny, by 

WB. 
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Kine F dipard the Fou rth: 
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@ His Epiftle asit'was im- 
>. mediatelycwritten toa 

SAV) King, -who) was imihis 
« Re) Generation, both wife 

is Bacher, and valiant; foit doth 
SO). oes ee Comprize .the: whole | 

' féecret, \borh learnedly 
defetibed | and yet artificially -vailed. 
Yet as the Author teftifieth, that in this 
Epiftle he doth« plainly ante the main 
knot; Sol can, and doteftifie with him, 
that there as: nothing defirable for the 

Aa . “true 
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Va 2 An Expofition uport 
true attaining of this Myftery, both in 

_ the Theory and Praétick of it, which is’ 
not in this fhort Epiftle fully taught. 
This then IT intend as a Key to all my 
former writings, and affure you on my 
faithful word, that I fhall not (peak one 
word doubtfully or Myftically, as I have 
in all my other writings, feeming toaver 
fome things, which taken without a Fi- 
gure, are utterly falfe, which we did only 
to conceal thisArt. ThisKey therefore we 
intend not to make common; and fhall 
intreat you to keep it fecret to your felf, 
and not to conimunicate it, except it be 
to a fure friend, who you are confident 
will not make it publick“: “And this ré- 
queft we make upon very good grounds, 
knowing that all our writings together, 
are nothing tothis, by reafon of the 
contradictions, which we have woven 
into them, -which here is not.done in 
the leaft meafure. [ fhall therefore in this 
Epiftle take up anew Method, and that 
different from the former, and {hall firft 
draw up the fubftance of the Philofophy 
couched in this Epiftle, into feveral con- 
clufions, and after elucidate the fame. 

‘ The 



Sir G.Ripley’s Epifle. 3 
The firft Conclufion is drawn from 

the Ninth Stave of this Epiftle, the 
eight firft Staves being only complemen- 
tall; and that is, That as all things are 
multiplied in their kind, fo may be Me- 
talls, which have in themfelves a capa- 
-city of being tranfmuted, the imperfect 
into. perfect. 

The fecond Conclufion in the Tenth 
Stave is, That the main ground for the 
poflibility of tranfmutation, is the pof- 
fibility of reduction of all Metalls, and 
fich Minerals as are of metallick prin- 
ciples, into their. firlt Mercurial matter. 

The third Conclufion is in the Ele- 
venth Stave,that among fo many Metaline 
and Mineral Sulphurs, and {o many Mer- 
curies there are but two Swlphurs that 
are related to our work, which Sz/- 
phurs have their Mercuries effentially u- 
nited to them. 

The fourth Conclufion from the fame 
Stave is, That he who underftands thefe 
twoSulphurs & Mercuries axight,thal find 
that the one isthe moft pure red Sulphur 
of Gold, which is Sulphur in manifefto , 
and Mercurius in occulto, and that other 

Bi 3 4s 
» 



Pua 

z 

% 

= See enti ayy 

HEROINE Te esas! ecemRertee 

PS e Ne CEN RE SRROE, SRLI UH RETR AR OES 

NE) SLOSS 

4 / Mac Expofilion upon 

is mott'pure white Mercury, which js in- 
deed true Quzeksilver in manifefto, and 
Sulphur in occulto,: thefe are our two 
Principles... } 
-° "The fiithConclufion fromthe Twelfth 
Stave 1s, That af a mans Principles be 
true, and his Operations regular , his 
Event will be certain, which Event is 
no other then ‘the true Myftery. 
~ Thefe Conclufions are but few in num- 
ber, but of great weight or concern: 
ment; the Amplification, Iluftration and 
Elucidation therefore of them, will make 
afon of Art truly glad. | 

STAVE XX. 



SiG, Ripley’s Epifile. = 5 

ST AV E YX. In the Edition 1591: but 
in E(q; Afhmole’s Theatrum it 1s Stave 8. 

But notwithftanding for peril that may 
befill, . 

Tf I dare not here plainly the knot unbind, 
Tet in my writing I will not be fo myfticall, 

But that by fiudy the true Knowledge you 

may find 
How that each thing is multiplyed in its 

kind, 

And how the likenefs of Bodies Metalline 
be tran{mutable, 

I will declare, that if yon feel me in your 
mind, 

My writing you foall find true, and no fai- 
ned Fable. 

EQ the Firft; Forafmmuch as it 1s not 

for ous purpofe here to invite any 

to the Art, only intending to lead and 

guide the fons of Art; We {hall not 

prove the péflibility of Alchymy, by ma- 

ny Arguments, having done it abun- 

dantly in another Treatife, He then that 

willbe incredulous, Jet him be meredu- 

) A4 lous 5 
» 
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6./ An Expofition upon 
logs; he that will cavil, Jet him cavil s 
Bur he whofe mind is perfwaded of the 
truth of this:Art, .and’of its Dignity, Jet 
him attend to what is in the [luftration 
Of thefe Five «Conclufions ‘ difcovered , 4 +9 + 

and his heart (hall cértainly réjoyee. We 
{hall therefore briefly Mluftrate this 7 fe 
Conclufion, and infift there more largely, 
Where the. fécrets. of the Art’ are moft 
couched. at 
,\For'this firlt,. which concludes in ef- 
fect the truth of the Art, and its validity; 
he.that weuld therein be more fatisfied 
init, let him read the Lestimony of the 
Lbilofophers : And he that will not be- 
lieve the Teftimony of fo many men, be- 
ing moft of them men of renownin their 
owh times, he will cavil alfo againft all 
other Arguments. 

» We thall only hold to Ripley's Tefti- 
mony in this our Key, who in the Fourth 
Stave, affures the King that at Louvain he 
firft {aw the gréatef{t and moft perfect (e- 
crets, namely, thé two Hizxirs;.and in his 
following Verfes , craved his confident 
eredit, that he him(elf hath truly found 
the way off fecret Alchymy, and Prom 

| et 
« 

re IS. 



feth the difcovery.of itto the King, only 
upon condition of fecrecy. 

_ And in the Eighth Stave, though he 
protefts never to write it by Pen, yet 
proffers.the King at his pleafure, to thew 
him occularly the Red andWhite Aizxzr, 
and the working of them, which he pro- 
mifeth will be done for eafie cofts in time 
So then, he that will donbt the truth of. 

this Art, muft account this Famous Au-— 

thor for a moft fimple mad Sophifter, to 
write and offer fuch things to his Prince, 
tinlefS he were able in effect to do what 

he promifed ; from which tmputation, 
_ his Writings, and alfo the Hiltory of him, 
of hisFame, Gravity, and Worth, wil 

fufficiently clear him. 

ee ne nee Conn eae — 

STAV E X. 

Sir G. Ripley's Epiftle. : 5 
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An Expofitiou upon 

SLA EX | 

As the Philofopher in the Book of Meteors 
doth write, . 

The likene[s. of Bodies Metalline be wot 

tran| mutable, 
But after he added thefe words of more de- 

light, | 
Without they be reduced to their beginning 

materi able, 
Wherefore fuch Bodies which in Nature be 

liguiable, | 
Mineral & Metalline may be Mercurizate, 
Conceive you may this Science is not opi- 
_ntonable, - cima 

But very true, by Raymond and others 
determinate. 

We come to the fecond Conclufion ; 
the fubftance of which is, that all 

Metalls, and Fodies of Metalline Princi> 
ples, may be reduced to their firft. Mercu- 
yial Matter; And this is the main and 
chief ground for the poflibility of Tranf- 
mutation. On this we mutt infift largly 
and fully, for (truft me) this is the very 
hinge on which our fecrets hang. 

| Firff, 
q 



Sir G. Ripley’s Epifile. 9 
Firft, Then know that all Metalls, and 

feveral Minerals have Mercury for their 
next matter, to which (for the moft part, 
nay indeed always) there adheres, and 
is Con-coagulated an external Sulphur, 
which is not Metalline, but diftinguith- 
able from the internal Kernel of the Mer- 
Cury. : 
This’ Ss/phur is not wanting even in 
common Argent Vive, by the Mediation 
of which, it may be precipitated into 
the form of a drie Powder : Yea, and 
by a Liquor well known to us, (though 
nothing helping the Art of ‘Tranfmuta- 
tion) it may be fo fixed, that it may en- 
dure all Fires, the Teftand Coppel, and 
this without the addition of any thing 
to it, but the Liquor (by virtue where- 
of it is fixed) coming away intire, both 
in its Pexdys and Virtue. This Sulphur 
in Gold and Silver is pure, in the other 
Metalls lefs pure; Therefore in Gold and 
Silver it is fixed, in others it is fugitive; 

jn all the Metalls it is coagulated, im 
Mercury or Argent Vive, it is coagulable, 
in Gold, Silver and Mercury, this Sulphur 
ss fo {trongly united, that the Antients did 

ever 
a) 
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wo » An Expofition upon 
ever judge Sw/phur and Mercury, to be all 
one; but we by the help ofa Liquor, the 
Invention of which in thefé parts of the 
world we owe to Paracelfys, ( though 
among the Moors and Arabians, it hath 
been, and is (at this day) commonly 
known to the: acuter fort of Chymifts.) 
By this] fay, we know that the Swi 
phar which isin Mercury coagulable, and 
in. the Metals coagulated, is external to 
the Internal nature of Mercury, and may 
may be feparated in the form ofa tincted 
Metallick Oyl, theremaining Mercury be- 
ing then void of all Sulphur, fave that 
which may be:called its Inward or Cen- 
tral Su/phur,and is now incoagulable of it 
felf, (though by our Fiix7r it is to be co- 
agulated)) but of it felf, ' it can neither 
be fixt nor precipitated,nor fublimed, but 
remains un-altered in all corrofive wa- 
ters, and in all digeftions of heat. One 
way then of Mercury Azating all Metals 
and Minerals,1s by the Liquor Alchaheft, 
which out of all uch Bodies as have Mer- 
cary in their Conftitution, can feparate a 
running Argent Vive, ftom which Argent 
vive all its Sulphur is then feparated, fave 

that 
« 



Sir G, Ripley’s Epiftle. ra 
that only which is Internal and Centtaf 
to the Mercury, which Internal Sulphur of 
Mercury no corrofive can touch : Next to 

_this way of univerfalR eduction,there are 
alfo {ome other particular ways by which 
Saturn, Jupiter, Antimony,yea even Venws 
and Mars may be'reduced into arunning’ 
Quick-filver, by the help of Salts, which 

becaufe. (being corporeal) they: pierce 
not {o radically as the fore-named Liquor. 
doth; they. therefore donot {poil the 

Mercury of its Sulphur, but that as much 
Sulphur as there in is Common Mercury 
fo much alfo\there in is this Mereury of , 
the Bodies, » only this Mercury-hath {pe- - 
cificated qualities according to the na- 
ture of the Metal or Mineral, fromjwhich 

| twas extracted; and for that’reafon; 
-(as to our work which is to'diffolve’ per 

fe&t Species of Metals,) it hath no more 
virtue then’common Argent Vive. There 

| is than but ‘one only humidity, which 18 
| -applicable untolour Work , which'cer+ 
| tainly isneither of Saturn nor Venus; Nov 
) ‘ts drawn from any thing, which nature 
| -hath formed, but from a fub{tance com* 

| ‘pounded by the Art of the. Philofopher 
: 3O 
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in Aa Expofition upon | 
So then, if a Mercary drawn from thé 
Bodies, have not only the fame deficiens 
cy of heat and fuperfluity of feces as 
Common Mercury hath, but alfo a difting 

Spo 

(Nu 

it, i 

Bell 

{pecificated form, it muft.( by reafon of 9!" 
B tow 

I te 
this its form), be fo much the farther re- 
mote from-our Mercury, then common 
Argent Vive is, | | 

Qur Art therefore is to compound two 
Principles; (one in which the Sz/t > and 
another in which the Sulphur of Nature 
doth abound,), which are not yet perfect, 
hor yet totally imperfect, and (by con- 
fequence’) may therefore -Cby our Art) 
be changed.ox.exalted, which that (which 
1s totally. perfect) cannot bes and then’ 5 y 
Common Mercury to extra& not the Pox- 
dws, but the Celeftial- virtue out of the 
compound; which virtue (being Fermen~ 
tal) begets in the common Mercury ati Off 
{pring more noble then it felfwhich is our 
true Herveaphrodite, which will congeéalit 
felf, and difizlve the Bodies: Obférve but 
a grainof Corn,in which,{earcea difcern- 
able part is Sprout, and this Sprout, if it 
were out of the Grain, would: diein a'mo- 
ment; the whole grain is fown, yet the 

: {prout 
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Sprout only produceth the Herb : So is it 
in our Body,the Fermental Spirit that isin 
it; 1s {carce a third part of the whole, the 
reft isof no value,’ yet all is'joyned, (in 
the compofition,) and the feculent corpo- 
reows parts of the Body comes away with 
the' dregs of the Afercary. But beyond the 
examiple or fimilitude given of a grain of 
Corn) it maybe obferved that the hid- 
den‘ and fpirituall virtue of this our Body, 
doth purgeand'purifie its Matrix of wa- 
ter, in whichitis (own; that is, it makes it 
ealt forth a great quantity of filthy earth, 
anda. great’ dealiof Hydropical- Saline 
moifture. For inftance; make thy wath- 
mgs (fora tryal’y with pure and clean 
Fountain water) weigh firft a Rintof the 
fame: water 3! and rake theexat weight 
of it; ‘then waththy compound 8 or 16 
Eagles (or times,) fave all the feces,weigh 
thy! Body atid: Meérciiry exactly ; weigh 
thy feces beng very dry, then Diftil or 
Sublime all thatwill'Sublime, avery little 
quick Mercurg will afcénd:, then put the 
refidue ot the feces in’ a Crucible; {ee 
them onthe Coalsj>and all the feculency. 
of .the Mercury will burn like a Coal, yet 

without 
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évithout fume; when that is all confu- 

med, weigh the remaining feces; and. 

thou halt: find them to :be two thirds of 

thy Body, the other third being in the 

Mercury; weigh the Mercury which thou 

Sublimeft, and the Mercury prepared by 

it elf, and the weight of both will not 

recompence thy Mercuries weight by fars 

So then, boyl upthy water to a skin; 1m 

which thou madeft thy Lotions, for that 

is athick water; and ima cool place thou. 

fhalt have Cryftals; whieh 1s the Salt of 

Mercury Crude; and no way fit for Me- 

dicines;, Yetit 1s a content for the Artifts 

to fee how the Heterogeneities. of Mer- 

cury are difcovered , which no Art fave 

the Liquot of Alchaheft can do, and that 

in adeftructive; not a generative wayras 

thisis:) for this operation of ours is made 

between Male and Female » within their 

own kind, between which there is 4 Fer- 

ment which éffecteth that which no other 

thing inthe world cotilddos ; In-all truth 

I tell you, that if you fhould, take’ our 

imperfe& compound Body, per fe, and 

Mercury per fey and Ferment them alone, 

shough you might bring out of the one 

of a 
( 

| 
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-amthoft pure Sulphur, and out of the other 

- Mercury of Mercury, which is the Nut of 
| Mercury , yet with thefe thou couldeft 

effect nothing, for Fermental virtue is the 
wonder of the world, and itis by it; that 
water becomes Herbs, Trees, and Plants, 
Fruits, Fleth; Blood; Stones, Minerals, and 
every thing; feek then for it only, and 
rejoyce in it, as ina defervedly invalu- 
able treafure : Now know, that Fermen- 
tation works or ferments not out of kind; 
neither do Salts Ferment Metals. Wilt 
thou then know whence it is that fome. 
fixt Alcalies do extract a Mercury out of 
Minerals, and out of the more imperfect 
Metals >, Confider then, that in all thefe 
Bodies theSu/phur is not fo radically mixt 
and united; as it is in Silver and Gold. 
Now Sulphur is of kin to divers Alcalies, 
that are extraordinarily diflolved or mel: 
ted withit, and by this means the Afers 
curial parts are disjoyned , and the /r- 
gent vive is by fire feparated. The Mercury 
thus feparated, 1s {poiled of its Sulphur ; 
when as indeed there needs, Oris requi« 
red only a depurationof the Sw/phur by 
feparating the impure from the pure 
| B bus 
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but thefe Salts having feparated the Swl- 
phur, do leave the Mercury worfe 5 that 
is, more eftranged from a Metallick na- 
ture than it was before; for in its Com- 
pofition that Sw#lphur of Saturz will not 

' burn, but though it be Sublimed, Calci- 
nated, made Sugar or Vitrified, yet by 
Fire and Fluxes 1t {till returns to the fame 
it was in before; butits S#/phur being 
(as is aforefaid,) feparated, will take fire 
if joyned with Salt-peter, even as com- 
mon S#lphur doth, fo that the Salts a& on 
the Sxlphur of which they rob the Mer- 
cury, but on the Mercury they act not for 
want of Ferment, which is not to be 
found , but only among{t Homogeneal 
things. Therefore the Ferment of Bread 
Leavens not a Stone, nor doth the Fer- 
ment of any Animal or Vegetable, Fer- 
ment a Metal or Mineral. So then,though 
out of Gold thou mighteft obtain a Mer- 
cury by the help of the Liquor of the 
firft Exs of Salt, yet that Mercury would 
never accomplifh our work : whereas on 
the other fide Mercury made out of Gold 
by our Mercury, though there be three 
parts of our Mercury to one of be : 

| This 
4 
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| ‘This Mercury 1 fay; will (by continual 
_ digeftion) accomplifh the whole work 5 

| marvel not then, that our Mercury 1s more 

powerful, which is prepared by Mercury: 
- For certainly the Ferment, which cometh 
between the compound Body and the 
water, caufeth a death anda regenera- 

| tions it doth that, which nothing in the 
| world cando: Befides it (evers from Mer- 
| enry a terreftreity which burns like a coal; 

‘| and an Hydropical humour melting in 
| common water, but the refidue is acua- 

ted by a Spirit of Life, which is our true 
embryonated Swlphur of our water, not 
vifible, yet working vifibly. We con- 

elude then, that all operations for our 
Mercury, but by common Mercury, and 
our Body according to our Art, are erro- 
neous, and will never produce our Myfte- 
ie; although they be otherwife, Mercue 
vies never {o wonderfully made. For as 
the Author of the New light; faith, No 
W ater in any Ifland of the Philofophers was 
wholfom, but that which was drawn ont of 
the reigns of Sol andLuna. Wilt thou 

| know what that means, Mercury in its 
* | pondys and incombuftibility 1s Gold fug7- 

B 2 tive; 



18 . An Expofttion upon 
et tive, our Body in its purity is called the 
B| Philofopbers Luna, being far more pure 

than the imperfect Metals, and its Sulphur 
alfo as pure astheSu/phur of Sol,not that it 
is indeed / wa,for it abides not in the fire. 

| Now in the.compofition of thefe three; 
ay Firft; our common Mercury, and the two 

Principles of our compound there inter- 
cedes the Ferment of Luza, out of which 
though it be a Body, proceeds yet a {pe- 

4 cificated odour : yea, and oft the Pon 
| dus of it is diminifhed : If the Compound 
a be much wafht, after itis fufficiently 
Gf clean. §o then, the Ferment of Sol and 

Luna itercedes in our’ compofition , 
which Ferment begets an off-{pring more | 
noble then it felf a thoufand fold; where- | 
as {hould{t thou work on our compound } y 
body by a violent way of Salts, thow |! 
fhouldit have the Mercury, by far lefs } it 
noble then the Body, the Su/phur of the |} I 
Body being feparated, and not exalted |} T 
by fuch a progres. I tec © ARRITRRETERNI mart! Lee eh Tn = ge ROL 
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STAVE XI. 

In the {aid Book, the Philofopher fpeaketh 
alfo, | 

Tht if it pleafe Your Highnefs for to read, 
Of divers Sulphurs, and efpecially of two, 
And of two Metcuries joyned to them in- 

deed, | 
Whereby ke doth true underftanders lead, 
To the knowledge of the ‘Principles which be 

only true, 
Both Red, Moift, Pure, and White, as I 

have efpied,. 
Which be neverthelefs found but of very 

few. 

W E now come to the Third Concluft- 
YY on, whichis, that among all Metal- 

| line and Mineral Sw/phurs there are only 
Iwo that »belong to our Work; which 

| Twohave-their Mercuries effentially uni- 
| ted with them : This is the truth of our 

fecrets, though we. (to feduce the un- 
| wary) do.feemto aver the contrary; for 
do not think that (becaule we do infinu- 

| ate twoways, therefore) wereally mean. 
B32 _ as 
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20 An Expofition upon 
as we fay, for verily (as witneffeth Rip 
ley, ) There is no true Principle but one, 
nor have we but one matter, nor but one 
way of working upon that matter, nor 

] 
| 
| 

1" 
. 
| 

but one regimen of heat, and one linear | 
way. of proceeding. 

Thefe two Sziphurs as they are Prins 
ciples of our. Work , they ought to be 
Homogeneal, for it is only Gold Spiritual 
that we feek : 5 Firft White; then Red, 
which Gold is no other then that which 
the vulgar fee , but they know not the 
hidden Spirit that isin it. This Principle 
wants nothing but compofition, and this 
compofition muft be made with our other 
crude white Sulphur, which is nothing 
but Mercury vulgar, by frequent cohoba- 
tion of it upon our Hermaphroditical bo- 
dy, fo long till 1t become a fiery water. 

Know therefore, that Mercury hath 
in itfelf a Sulphur, which being un-active, 
our Art is to multiply in it a living active 
Slphur, which comes out of the loins of 
our Hermaphroditieal body. whofe Fa- 
ther is a Metal, and his Mother a Mines 
ral; Take then the moft beloved Daugh- 
ter of Saturz, whole Arms are a. Circle Ar- 
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gent, and onita Sable Crofs on a Black: 
Field , which. is the fignal note of the 
great world, efpoufe her to the moft war- 
jike God, who dwells in the houfe of 4- 
ries, and thou fhalt find the Salt of Na- 
ture, with this Salt acuate thy water, as 
thou beft knoweft, and thou fhalt have 
the Lunary. bath in which the Sun will 
be amended. 

And in:all truth J affure thee, that al- 
though thou hadft our Body Mercuriali- 
zed (without the addition of Mercury, 
or of the Mercury of any of the Metals) 
made per fe, that is, without the addition 
of Mercury,. it would not be in the leaft 
profitable unto thee, forit is our Mercury 
only, which hath a Celeftial form and 
power, which it receives, not only, nor 
fo much from the Compound Body or 
Principles, as from the Fermental virtue 
which proceeds from the compofition of 
both the Body and the Mercury, by which 
is produced:a wonderful Creature : So 
then let all thy care be to marry Sulphur 
with Sulphur, that is our Mercury which 
is impregnated, which Sulphur mult be 
efpoufed with our So/, then haft thou two 

B4 Sulphurs 
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22: Aa Expofition upon 
Sulphurs married, and two Mercuries of 
one off-(pring, whofe Father is the Sun, 
and Moon the Mother. 

The Fourth Conclufion makes all pers 
fely plain which hath been faid before 5 
namely, that thefe two Sulphurs are, the 
one moft pure Red Sulphur of Gold , and 
the other of moft pure clean. White Mer- 
Cury. 

| Thefe are our two Sulphurss: the one 
appears a coagulated Body, & yet carries 
its Mercury in its belly : the other is in 
all its proportions true Mercury, yet very 
clean, and carries its Sulphur ‘within its 
felf, though hidden under the-form and 
fluxibility of Afercury. 

Sophitters are (here) ina Labyrinth) 
for becaufe they-are not acquainted with; 
Metalline love, they work in things al- 
together heterogeneal; 5 or if they work 
upon Metalline Bodies, they yet either 
joyn Males with Males, or elfe Females 
with Females, or elfe they work on each 
alone; or elfe they take Males which are 
charged with natural inabilities, and Fe- 
males whole Matrix is vitiated. Thus by 
their own inconfideration they fruftrate 

their 
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their own hopes, and then caft the blame 

upon the Art, when as indeed it is only 

to be imputed to their own folly, in not 

underftanding the Philofophers. | 

| know many pitiful Sophifters do dote 

on many Stones, Vegetable, Animal, and 

Mineral; and {ome to thofe.add the fiery 

Angelical, Paradaical Stone, which they 

calla Wonder-working Eflence; and 

becaufe the mark they aim at 1s fo great, 

the ways alfo by which they would attain 

their (cope, they make alfo agreeable, 

that isa double way; One way they call 

Via Humida, the other they call Vie Sic- 

ea, (to ufe their languages:). The latter: 

way is the Labyrinthian path, which is 

fit only for the great ones of the earth to 

tread in; the other the Dedalean Path, 

an eafie way of {mall coft for the poor of 

the world to enterprize. 
But this! know, and can teftifie, that 

there is but One way, and but only one 

Regimen, No more colours than ours 5 

and what we fay or write otherwile, is 

but to deceive the unwary: For if every 

thing in the world ought to have its pro- 

per caufes, there cannot be any one end 

| 
which 
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which is produced from two Wayes of 
working on diftin@ Principles. 

Therefore we proteft, and muft again 
admonifh the Reader, that (in our for- 
mer writings) we have concealed much, 
by reafon of the two ways we have infi- 
nuated, which we will briefly touch ; 
There is one Work of ours, which is the 
Play of Children, and the Work of Women, 
and that is Decoction by the Fire; and 
we proteft that the loweft degree of this 
our work, that the matter be ftirred up, 
and may hourly circulate without fear, 
of breaking of the Vefiel; which for thig 
reafon ought to be very ftrong; butour 
lineal Decoction is an Internal Work , 
which advances every. day & hour, and: 
is diftin@ from that of outward heat, and; 
therefore is both invifible and infenfible, 
In this our work, our ‘Djazais our body 
when it 1s mixed with the water,for then 
all is called the Moons for Laton is whi- 
tened, and the Woman bears rule: our 
‘Diana hath a wood, for in-the firft days 
of the Stone, our Body after it is whiten- 
ed grows vegetably. In thig wood are 
at the la{t found: two Doves; for about 

the 

— 
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the end of three weeks the Soul of the 

Mercury afcends with the Soul of the dif 
folved Gold; thefe are infolded in the 

everlafting Arms of Vexws, for in this fea 
fon the confections are all tincted with a 

pure green colours Thefe Doves are cirs 

culated feaven times, for in feaven 1s 

perfection, and they are left dead, for 

they then rife and move no more; our 

Body: is then black like to a Crows Bill, 

for in this operation all is turned to Pow- 

der, blacker than the blackeft. Such 

paflages as thefe we do oftentimes ule 

when we {peak of the Preparation of our 

Mercury 3 and this we do to deceive the 

fimple, and it is alfo for no other end 

that we confound our operations, {pea- 

king of one, when we ought to. {peak 

of another; For if this Art were but 

plainly fet down, our operations would 

be contemptible even to the foolith. 

Therefore believe me in this, that be- 

caufe our works are truly natural, we 

therefore do take the liberty to confound 

the Philofophers work with that which 

is purely Natures work, that fo we 

might keep the fimple in ignorance con~ 

9 . cerning 
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cerning our true Vinegre, which being fi 

? unknown, their Jabour is wholly loft. th 
| Let me then (for a clofe) fay only thus it 

much; Take our Body which is Gold, it 
and our Mercury which ts feven times a 

| acuated b Vy the ma e of it with our th 
1 | Herra aphi od ICA! Dod" which isa Chaos, he 
HH || and itis the {plendor of the Soul of the r 

God LA GTS in the @arth and water of 0 

Saturn ; mix thefe two1in fuch a L OnG US 9 
as Nature doth require: in this mixture ;° 

= | you have our invilible Fires, for in-the g 
| i Water, or in the Mercury is an active 
| # Sulphur or Mineral Fire, and in the Gold : 

a dead, paflive, but yet a@ual Sulphur s | 
Now when that Sulphur of the Gold is F 
{tirred up and quickned, there is made I; 
between the Fire of Nature which isin | 
the Gold and the Fire againft Nature , 
which isin the Mercury 5 a Fire partly 

I of the one, and partly of the other, for 3 
it partakes of both; and by thefe two : ‘4 Fires thus united: into:one, is cauled z . i both Corruption (which isHumiliation) - ) | t and Generation, (which is Glorification |: 

| and Perfection.) Now know that;God | 
only governs this way of the Internal 4 

Fire, | 
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Fire, Man being ignorant of the progrefs 

thereof, only by his Reafon beholding 

its operations, he is able to difcern that 

it is hot; that is, that it doth perform the 

actions of heat, which isDecottion. In 

this Fire there is no Sublimation, for Sub- 

limation is an Exaltation; But this Fire 

is fach an Exaltation, that it is Perfecti- 

on it felf, and that beyond it 1s no pro- 

grefs. 
All our Work then is only to multiply 

this Fire, that is, to circulate the Body, 

fo long until the Virtue of the Sw/phur 
be augmented. Again, this Fire is an in- 

vifible Spirit, and therefore not having 

Dimenfions as neither above nor, below, 

but every where in the Sphere of the 

a@ivity of our Matter in the Vellel; So 

that though the material vifible fubftance 

do fublime and afcend by the adtion of 

the Elemental heat, yet this Spiritual 

Virtue is always as well in that which 

fubfides in the bottom, as inthat which 

is in the upper part of the Veflel.. For 

it is as the Soul in the Body of Man, 

which isevery where at the fame time, 

and yet bounded or terminated in none. 
This 
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93 = An Expofition upon 
This is the Ground of one Sophifin of 

ours, (viz) when we fay, that in this 
true Philofophical Fire there is no Subli- 
mation; for theFire is the Life, and the 
Life is a Soul, which is not at all fubject 
to the dimenfions of Bodies : Hence alfo 
it is, that the opening of the Glafs, or 
cooling of the fame during the time of 
Working, kills the Life or Fire that is in 
this fecret Su/phur, and yet not one Grain 
of the matter is loft. The Elemental Fire 
then is that which any Child knows how 
to kindle and govern, but it is the Phi- 
Jofopher only that is able to difcern the 
true inward Fire, for it is a wonderful 
thing which atts in the Body, yet is no 
part of the Body. Therefore the Fire is 
a Coeleftial Virtue, it is uniformed; that 
is, itis always the fame until the period 
of its Operation is come; and then be- 
ing come to perfection, it actsno more, 
for every Agent, when the end of its 
action is come, then refts, 

Remember then, that when we {peak 
of our Fire which fublimes not; that thou 
do not miftake, and think that the moi- 
{ture of the Compound which is ath 

the 
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the Glafs, ought not to Sublime, for that 
it muft do unceffantly 3 but the Fire that 
{ublimes not is the Metalline love, which 

is above, and below, and in all places 
alike. Now then for a clofe to all that 
hath been faid, learn, and be well advi- 

fed what matter you take in hand, for 
an evil Crow lays an evil Egg, as the 
Proverb hath it; Let thy Seed be pure, 
and thy Matrix alfo pure, then fhalt thou 
fee a Noble Off-fpring : Let the Fire 
without be fuch, as in which our Con- 

fections may play to and fro uncefiantly, 
and this (in a few days) will produce 
that which thou moft longeft for, the 
Crows Bil. Continue then thy Decott- 
on, and in an hundred and thirty days 
thou {halt fee the White Dove, and in 
ninety days more the Sparkling Cheru- 

: bim. 

STAVE. Xi 
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And thefe Two things be beft, he addeth 
Anviny 

For him that worketh the Alchymy to také: 
Our Gold and our Silver therewith to make 

all one, 
W here fore I fags who will our Pearl and 

Ruby make, 
The faid Principles look, that he not for- 
“fale 2 

For at the beginning, if the Principles be 
true 5 

And if ‘fo be by craft he can them alfotake, 
dz th'end truly his work, he fhall not rue, 

gprs come we to the laft Conclufion, 
which is, that if a Mans Operations 

be Regular, and his Pr inciples true, his 
end will be certain, (viz..) the Mattery, 

© Fools and Blind that do not confi- 
der how each thing in the world hath his 
proper Caufe and Progrefsi in Operations 
Think you, if a Seaman fhould with a 
gallant Coach, intend to Sail to any place 
beyond Sea, he would not find his at- 

tempt 
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tempt to be foolifh; Or if with a Ship 
gallantly furnifhed, he fhould Row at 
Random, he may not fooner ftumble on 
an infortunate Rock, then arrive at the 
golden Coaft : Such fools are\they who 
feek our fecret’ in trivial matters, and 
yet hope to find the Gold of Ophir. 

For the more exalt Giidine a your Pra- 
tice, take nobice of gts lwenty Rules 
following. | 

Rule T. 
Whatever any Sophifte®’ miay’ jeitied eft 

nto you, or you may read im’ any So- 
phiftical Author; yet let noné take you 
from this ground, (oiz.) That'ag the end 
you look for ig Gold : fo"let' Gold be 
the fubject off Which you! Work, and 
none other. “ q 

Rile Il. 
‘Let none ‘deceive you eh telling 

you, that our Gold-is not common,’ but 
Philofophical; for common Gold is dead, 
which is true * But as we order ‘it, theré 
is made a quickening of it,’ as'a grain oF 
pn in the Earth 1s quickened, 

As D So 
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32 An Expofition upon 

So therin our work, after fix Weeks, 
Gold that was dead, becomes quick, li- 
ving, and {permatical; and in our com- 
polition, 1t may be called Our Gold, be- 
eaufe it is joynd with an Agent that will 
certainly quicken it: Soa Condemned 
Man, is called a Dead Man, though at 
prefent living. 

oa Rule Ti. | 

Befides Gold, which. is the Body or 
Male, you muft have another Sperny, 
whichus the Spirit and Soul 5 or Female, 
and .this.is. Mercury , in Flax. and Form 
like to.common, Argent Vive, yet more 
clean and puree. ,.. . | 
-..There.are many, who inftead of Mer- 
cury, will have ftrange Waters or Liquors; 
which theytile by the name of Philo- 
fophical Mercury; Be not deceived by 
them, for what a Man fows, that he mult 
look to reap : If thou fhalt fow thy Bo- 
dy.in any,Earth, but.that which is Me- 
talline and Homogeneal to. it; thou {hale 
inftead of a; MetaVine Elixir, reap an 
unprofitable Ca/x,, which will be’ of no 
value. 

Rule lV. 
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RulelV; : 

Our Mercury is in fubftance one with 
common Argent Vive, but far different 
ji Form; For it hath'a°Form Ceeleftial, 

Fiery, and ‘of excellent Virtue’; and this 

ig the Nature which it recerves by out 
Artificial Preparation. “+ 

” show: oiifteda Mp i’ zt fois 
The whole Secret/of our Preparation, 

is, that thou take that Minexal which is 

next of kin to Gold, and to Mercury; Im- 

pregnate.this with Volatile Gold, which 

is fourid imthe reins of Mars. swith, this 

purifie, your Mercury until eaven times 
are paft; then,it is fitted, for the Kings 

Bath. abet od ¥ wit 

| Rule Vt. 

Yet know, that from feaven times to 

ten, the Mercury is made better and bet- 
ter, and is more active; being by each 

Preparation acuated by our true Su/phurs 
which if it exceed in number of Prepa- 

rations, becomes too fiery » ~which,in- 

{tead of diffolving the Body,, will Coa- 
gulate it felf, seo Hage sd 
; D 2 ~ . Rale Vik 
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Rule VII. 
This Mercury thus acuated,1s after to be 

diftilled in a Glafg retort twice or thrice; 
and that for.this.reafon, becaufe fome 
Atoms of the Body may be init, which 
were imfenfibly. left in the Preparation 
of the Mercury, afterwards,at is to be 
cleanfed well withVinegar and Sal-armo- 
wiack, then is it fit for the work. 

Rule VIL. | 
Chufe your Gold for this work pure 

and clean from any mixture! if it be not 
fo when you buy it, make it fo by 
Purgation 5; then let it be made fine, ei- 
ther by Filing,’ Malleating’; ‘Calcining 
with Corrofives, or any other way, by 
which it may be made moft fubtile: 

- Rale TX. | 
Now come to your mixture, in which 

take of the aforefaid Body fo chofen and 
prepared, one Ounce of Mercury ; as is 
above taught animated, two Ounces or. 
three at the moft, mix them in a'Marblé 
which may be warmed fo-hot as ‘water 
will heat it; grind both together till they 
be well incorporated, then wafh the mix- 

: ture 
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ture with Vinegar and Salt till it be very 
pure; And laftly, Dulcifie it with warm 
water, and,dry it carefully. 

Rule X. 

Know now, that whatever we fay out 
of Envy, our way is none other, and 
we proteft, and will proteft, that neither 
We, nor any of the Antients knew any 
other way ; -for it is impoflible that our 
fecret can be wroughi by any other Prin+ 
ciples, or any other difpofition then this. 
Our Sophifm lies only in the two kinds 
of Fire in our work: the Internal fecret 
Fire, which is Gods Inftrument, hath no 
qualities perceptible to man, of that Fire 
we (peak often, and feem yet to {peak 
of the External heat; and hence arife 
among the unwary many Errours. This 
is our Fire which is graduated, for the 
External heat, is almoft linear all the 
work, tothe white work, it 1s one with- 
out alteration, fave that in the feaven 
firft days we keep the heat a little flack 
for certainty and fecurity fake, which 
an experienced Philofopher need not do. 

But the Internal governing heat 1s in- 
D 3 fenfibly 
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26 An Expofition upon 
fenfibly graduated hourly, and by how 
much that is daily vigorated by the con- 
tinuance of Decottion, the Colours are 
altered, and the Compound maturated : 
I have unfolded’a main knot unto you, 
take heed of being in{nared here again. 

Rule Xi. 

Then you muft proyide a Glafs Tun , 
in which you may perfect your work, 
without which you could never do any 
thing; Let.it be either Oval or Spheri- 
cal, fo big in reference to your Com- 
pound, that it may hold about twelve 
times the quantity of it within its Sphere, 
et your Glafs be thick and {trong, clear, 
and free of flaws, with a neck about a 
Span or Foot long; In this Egg put your 
matter, fealing the neck carefully, with- 
out flaw, or crack, or hole, for the leaft 
vent will let out the fubtile Spirit, and 
deftroy the work. 

You may know the exact Sealing of 
your Glaf§ thus, when it is cold, put the 

neck where it is fealed, into your mouth, 
and fuck ftrongly; if there.be the leaft 

vent, you will draw out the Air, that is 
in 

\ 
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in the Vial, into your mouth, which 
when you take the Glafs from your 
mouth, is again fuckt into the Glaf$ with 
ahiffing, fo that your ear may perceive 
the noife; this is an undoubted tryal. 

Rule Xi. 

You muft then provide your felf with 
aFurnace, by wife mencalled an Atha- 
nor, in which you may accomplifh your 
work; nor will any one ferve in your 
firft work; But fucha one in which you 
may give a heat obfcurely red at your 
pleafure, or leffer, and that in its higheft 
degree of heat, it may endure twelve 
hours at the leaft. 

This if you would obtain ; Obferve, 

Firft, thar your neft be no bigger then 
to contain your difh with about an Inch 
vacancy at the fide where the Vent-hole 
of your Athanor, is for the Fire to play. 

Secondly, Let your Difh be no bigger 
then to hold one Glafs with about an 
inch thicknef$ of Afhes between the Glafs 

| and fide, remembring the word of the 

| -Philofopher, One Glafs, One Thing, One 

| Furnace; for fuch a Dith ftanding with 

D4 the 
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33 An Expofition upon 
the bottom level to the vent-hole, ,which 
an fuch a Furnace ought to be but one, 
about three Inches Diameter, floping up- 
‘wards, will with the ftream of Flame, 
which is always playing to the top of the 
Veflel, and round about the bottom, be 
kept always in a glowing heat. 

Thirdly, If your Difh be bigger, your 
Furnace vent muft be within a third part, 
‘or a fourth as big as your Platter is Di- 
ameter, elfe it cannot be exaétly, nor 
‘continually heated. 

Fourthly, If your Tower be above fix 
Inches {quare at the Fire-place, you are 
out of proportion, and can never do 
rightly as tothe point of-heat; For if 
you caufe it (if above that proportion) 
to {tream with flame, the heat will be too 
big: And if it ftream not, it will not 
be big enough, or very hardly. | 

Fifthly, Let the top of your Furnace 
be clofed to an hole which may but juft 
ferve for cafting in of Coals about three 
Inches Diameter or Square, which will 
Keep down the heat powerfully. 

YR eae «<p 4018 
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Rule Xi. 

Thefe things thus ordered, fet in your 
Glafs with your matter, and give Fire as. 
Nature requires, eafie, not too violent 5 
beginning there where Nature left. Now 
know,. that Nature hath left your Mate- 
rials in the Mineral Kingdom ; therefore 
though we take comparifon from Vege- 
tables and Animals; Yet you muft under- 
ftand a Parallel in the Kingdom, in which 
the Subje& you would handle is placed: 
As for Inftance, if I fhould Analogize, 
between the Generation of a Man, and 
the Vegetation of a Vegetable, you mutt 
not underftand , as though the heat for 
one, were to be meafured by the other; 
for we know, that in the ground Vege- 
tables will grow, which is not without 
heat, which they in the Earth feel, even 
jn the beginning of the Spring; yet 
would not anEgg be hatched in that 
heat, nor could aman feel any warmth, 
but rather to him a numbing cold. 

Since then you know that your work 
appertains al) to the Mineral Kingdom; 
you muft know what heat is fit for Mi- 
neral Bodies, and may be called a gentle 

heat, 
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heat, and what violent; Firft, now con- 

fider, where Nature leaves you, not only 

in the Mineral Kingdom, but in it to 
work on Gold and Mercury, which are 
both incombuftible : Yet Mercury being 
tender, will break all Veffels, if the Fire 
be over extreme; Therefore though it 
be incombuftible, and fo no Fire can hurt 
it, yet alfo it muft be kept with the Male 
Sperm in one Glafs, which if the Fire be 
too big, cannot be, and by confequence 
the work cannot be accomplifhed. So 
then from the degree of heat that will 
keep Lead or Tin conftantly molten, and 
higher, fohigh as the Glafs will endure 
without danger of breaking, is a tempe~ 
rate heat; and fo you begin your de- 
grees of heat according to the Kingdom 
in which Nature hath left you. 

As then the higheft degree of heat 
which the root of a Tree feels in the 
bowels of the Earth; 1s not by far com- 
parable to the lowelt degree of heat an 
Animal hath; So the higheft degree of 
heat a Vegetable will endure without 
burning, 1s too low for the firft degree 
of Mineral heat as to our Work. , 

Rule 
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' Rule XIV. 

Know, that all your progrefs in this 

Work isto afcend in Bus & Nabi, from 

the Moon up to the Sun; that is in Nu 

hibus, or in Clouds : Therefore I charge 

thee to fublime in a continual vapour , 

that the Stone may take Air, and live. 

Rule XV. 

Nor is this enough, but for to attain 

our permanent Tin@ure, the water of 
our Lake mutt be boyled with the Afhes 

of Hermes Trees 1 charge thee then to 
boyl night and day without ceafing, 

that in the troubles of the ftormy Sea, 

the Heavenly Nature may afcend, and 
the Earthly defcend. 

For verily, if we did not Boyl, we 
would never name our work Decottion, 

but Digeftion; For where the Spirits only 

Circulate filently , and the Compound 
below moves not by an Ebullition, that 

is only properly to be named Digeftion. 

Rule XVEL 
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42 An Expofition upon 

Rule XVI- 

Be not over hafty, expeCting Harvet 
too foon, or the end foon after the be- 
ginning : For if thon be patiently fup- 
ported, in the {pace of fifty days at the 
fartheft, thou fhalt fee the Crows Bill. 

Many (faith the Philofophers) do ima- 
gine our Solution to be an eafie work ; 
But how hard it is, they can only tell, 
who have tryed and made Experience : 
Seeft thou not a Grain of Corn, fow it, 
and after three days thou fhalt only fee 
it fwell’d; which being dry‘d, is the 
Corn it was before : Yet thou canft not 
{ay it wasnot caft into’ its due Matri x; 
for the Earth is its true place, but only. 
it wanted its due time to Vegetate. 

But things of an harder Kernel lie in 
the ground a far longer time, as Nuts 
and Plumb-ftones, for each thing hath 
its feafon; And this is a true fign of a 
natural Operation, that it {tays its fea- 
fon, and is not Precipitate ; Doft think 
then , that Gold the moft folid Body in 
the world? will change its Form in a fhort 
time; Nay, thou muft wait and wait un- 

til 
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til about the 40% day utter blacknefs be- 
gins to appear; when thou feeft that, 
then conclude thy Body is deftroy’d, that 
js, made a living Soul, and thy Spirit is 
dead, that is Coagulated with the Body; 
But till this fign of Blacknefs, both the 
Gold and the Mercury retain their Forms 
and Natures. 

Rale XVII. | 

Bewate that thy Fire go not out, no 
not for a moment, ‘(0 as to let thy Mat- 
ter be ‘cold, for fo Ruine of the Work 
will certainly follow... ©. : 

By what'has beer (aid, thou mayft ga- 
ther, that all our work is nothing elfe 
but an uncefiaat’boyling’ of thy Com- 
pound in the firft degree of liquifying 
heat , which is found in the’ Metalline 

Kingdom, in which the Internal Vapours 
{hall go round about thy matter, in 
which fume'it fhall both die, and be re- 
vivedsir ce so0% is : 

Rile XVIUIL-:: 

/Kitow, that when the White appears) 
which will be‘about the'end’of Five 
‘Monttis, ‘that then the accomplifhment: 
Seelam ge of 



oe Sn 
=== 

= — 

44 An Expofttion upon 

of the White Stone approacheth; Re: 
joyce then, for now the King hath over- 
come Death; and is rifing in the Eaft 
with great Glory.” 

| Rule XIX. 
.. Then continue your Fire until the Co- 

jours appear.again, then at laft you fhall 

{ee the fair Vermillion, the Red Poppy 5 

Glorifie God then, and be thankful. | 

Rule XX. i iin 

Laftly, youmuft boyl thisStone inthe | ti 

(ame water, iti the fame proportion, with 

the fame Regimen, (only your Fire fhall | t 

then be a little flacker)/and,fo you fhall | b 

increafe Quantity and Goodnefs at your =} fh 
plea(ure. x tow if pone 

- Now the only Godthe Father of light,bring you | fy 

to fee this Regeneration of thelight, and make ws | iy 

by his Writings, himfelf profefling, that 

le although 

: to rejoyce with: him for ever hereafter in light; \ 

; Amen. . Pee ae ¢- | i 
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AN: ADVERTISEMENT. |k 
} pee Author having. wrote many Ex- for 

cellent Pieces on this Subject, not fo Me 

| much-to manifett himfelf; an AdeptCas | hi 

matty have done) as to benefit the World | : 
yh 



Advertifewtent. 

| although the reft of his Adept’ Brethret 
had (as we may fay envioufly) fworn fe- 

| crecze (contrary to their received Maxim 
| of doing all the good they may with this 
| large Talent fo' long as they live , and 

longer if itmight be,) yet had not he fo 
| fworn, thoughthey fuppofed it; for he 

) | had as himfelf confeffeth, an extraor- 
| dinaty impule of mind, tobe helpfil to all 
| fincere fearchers of this fecret Art, (toule 
| hisown words) and to stretch out his hand 
| to fuch as are behind. Seemg. therefore, 
} that it was the Authors own defire to 
| benefit the World by his Labours, and 

that he gave.his confent toMr. Starkey for 
Printing his Pieces, as appears in his Pre- 
face to the Marrow of Alchimy 1 know no 
reafon wherefore his Writmgsfhould lie 
eonceal’d any longer: And great pity it 
was that Mr. Starkey did feparate this Au- 
thor’s Commentarie upon Sir George Rip- 
ley’s 12 Gates, which he did as‘I was in- 
formed by one unto whom he gave the 

| very Book from which he confefled he 
| had cut the laft Six Gates; the Perfor 
demanding the reafon wherefore'he cut 
them in funder :-he anfwered, that the 

World. 
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Advertifement. 

Woild was unworthy of them; which ne- 
verthelef$ he promis’d to give that Perfon 

a Tranfcript of, but did:not, which is the 

reafon that they carinot yet be found; the 

lols of which is very much lamented. 

Wherefore if any Geritléman hath then 

by him, or any other piece of thisAuthor, — 

It is humbly defired that they will fend j 

them to’ the Pelican in Little Britain; — 

London, that they may be Printed with 

the firft Six Gates, which arenow in the 

Prefs : And-that I may not be.wanting to B 

contribute whatI can for thedifcovery.of | 

this Author’s Wotks; [here make boldto 

pre(ent the Reader with a Catalogue of | 

fuch Pieces as‘are noted»to -be writ by. — 

this Author under the difguifed name of 

ZEjrenews Philalethes, part whereot ate 

fet down by Mr-' Starkey in his Preface a= 

forenained, and partare. mentioned» by 

the Author hinifelf withifeveral others; 

which he wrote (as he faith) for his own 

recreation, and afterwards burn’ds which 

Author is ackriowledged by all/handsto 

be an Englifh-man, and an Adept 8 fup- 

pofed to) be yet living, . and travelling, 

and about the age of'55 years; daut: his 

Name ’is not certainly known. hefe 
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| An Expofition 

UPON THE 

PRUE -FeAo@: B 
Si ie alk 
SGEORGE RIPLEY, 

Canon of Bridlington: 

Pate staat O pafs over his Prologue 
Dae BS x; which is Adhortatory 

ZaN, Os \ to the defiroufly ftudi- 

bs 4 ous of this Art, and 
3 the beginning of the 

Preface, which 1s his 

| Addrefs to God; who 

1s the only Giver of Wifdom, to beftow ie 

upon him true Underftanding, that he if 

might lead his finful Life to the glory of 
him, being over-fwayed from what he 
was naturally, by him who is: the Foun- 

: tain 
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2 An Expofition upon | 
tain of all Goodnef$ ; I fhall take up his 
Pattern for a Precedent rather of Imita- 

tion, than a Subject of Expofition. 
And firft, as touching thofe who thall 

bend themfelves to this Science 3 Let 
them refolve that they undertake a moft 
admirable piece of Work, in which 
(though far be it that J fhould think that 
God beftows upon any of us what We 
enjoy for our own Merits, but of his free 
Grace, yet withal) Jet me exhort any one 
who fhall fet his Studies this way, to ad- 
drefs himfelf to the Author and Fountain 
of Goodnefs for his help, that he may 
have grace to honour God in the ufe of 
fo great a Talent : For I perfwade my 
felf, that whomever God fhall appoint 
to be Heir of fiicha Talent, that he will 
give hima heart to improve it aright 5 or 
elfé he will add to his Judgment for the 
abufe of {o great a Blefiing. 

For whoever fhall be wanton and dif- , 
folute, and live without the fear of God, 
what may he not do with fuch an Art? un- 
le(s God reftrain him, as certainly he will, 
hiding this Secret from him, or making it 
to hima fnare and trap to betray his Life 

into 

——————— Ct 
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into the hands of covetous men of the 
World, as many have found it by fad ex- 
perience. Therefore the Lord give both 
me and thee that grace, that he may be 
continually before our Eyes, The Alpha 
and Qmega of our Thoughts, Words and 
Actions; Evento Amen. 

In the Beginning, when thou wade st all of 
nought, a globous matter, and dark, ux- 
der confufion, by him the beginning, &c, 

Irft then caft thine Eyes upon the 
~ Works of God, and behold that 

work of his hands: Confider how the 
glorious work of Creation was begun by 
him, even by Chrift, for whofe fake this 
very Science is communicated unto the 
Sons of Men, as Bernardus Trevifan wit- 
neffeth, who in his Epiftle to Thomas. of 
Bononia, faith of this work, That it ts 
done (Chrifti Gratia) for Chrifts fake. 

€Confider how out of one Mafs the Lord 
God by his powerful Command made all 
things to appear that are in Heaven or in 
Earth; the heavenly Bodies with their 

Influences above, and the earthly Matter 
A3 below, 

— = ——— ———— 
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below; which by the Rotation of the 

Heavens produce all fublunary products, 

through the wore of his Mouth. 

“Above all which and in all which God 

is, he is the: Makes and the Lord of all, 

above all, blefled for ever, who: hath 

urchafed to himfelf a People, and. re- 

deemed them, and they fhall reign with 

him for ever and ever. 
3 ; 

For as of one Male was made all things, 

 pight fo ia our pratlice muft it be- 

Pply all this to the work of. this Ma- 

“%,. {tery Analogically and Allegorical- 

ly: for as the ‘Lord made all’ the works 

which we fee, fo he did lay them all un- 

der his poweriul word of Comm
and, by 

which they continue to be what they 

are, and are carried with an'uniform mo- 

tion to. that. firlt! Pattern or Draught of 

things. 
: 
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the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 3 

All our Secrets of one Image muft fpring. 

AS then out of one mixed. confufed 

A. Maf all things ‘had an actual exift- 
ence according to their feveral kinds, fo’ 

out of one Image all thefe Secrets’ mutt 

flow: Truth ‘doth not confift in Hetero~ 

geneity, butin Unity 5 for God: 1§ one, 

and his works uniform; and jthe more 

Noble any thing is, the nearer, to Sims 
plicity. 

As in Philofophers Books, whofo lift to fee. 

‘TO this the Sentences of the Philofo- 

- phers concur, as many as have truly 

underftood the Secret, as Morien often 

|} and plentifully witnefleth,  Geber', Zre- 

vifen, and many others: The thingis but 

one in kind, though twoin number 5, and. 

though more things are ufed, yettill they 

| be all brought to an onenefs of Nature, 
they are not fit to,enter into this work. 

A 4, Ow 
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An Expofition upon 

Our Stone is called the Lefer World. . 

Nd therefore our Stove is refembled 
4% to Man, who’ although he havea 
Wife different from him in Sex, yet one 
with him in kind; in which fence it ts 
called the Microcofm, or Lef3 World : 
for indeed, next to Man, who is the Image 
of ‘God, it is the true little Syftem of ee 
Great World: I fhall not particularize 
here how, for in its place it will fallin 
feafonably. | 

One and Three. 

Sp his Stone is alfo called Trine or Tri- 
nityin Unity, from the Homogenel- 

ty of the Matter, ‘as Trevifan faith: 
Qur Stove is made of one Root, that ts, 

of two Mercurial Subftances, ec. This. 

Trinity is difcerned in the Components 5 
for firft there is the Body, which is Sol, 
and the Water of, Mercury, in which be- 
fides its Mercuriality , there isa {piritual 
(ced of Sulphur, which is the fecret Fire. 
This is the Zrizity, thefe are called. the 

Bod Yo 
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the Prefaceof Sir G.Ripley. 7 
Body, the Soul, and the Spirit; the Body 
is the dead Earth, which increafeth not 
without the celeftial Vertue; the Spirit is 
the Soul of our Air or Chameleon, which 
is alfo of a two-fold campofure , yet 
made one infeparably; the Soul is the 
Bond of Mercury, without which our 
Fire never appears , nor can appear, for 
it is naked, it inhabits the Frery-Dra- 
gon, and it yields his Soul to the true Sz- 
turnia, and is embraced by it, and both 
become one together, bearing the ftamp 
of the moft High, even the Oriental Zx- 
cifer,the Son of the Morning: This Soul 
is Chalyb’s Magical Volatile, and very ten- 
‘der, thetrue Minera of Sol, out of which 
Sol naturally proceeds, which I my felf 
know to be true, and have fpoken of it 
in my little Latin Treatife, called [ztroz- 
tus apertus ad occlufum Regis palatium : 
This is true Sx/phur, which is imbibed by 
the Mercuriality of Saturzia, and notes 
it with the Regal Signet, and being uni- 
ted and revived intoa Mineral Water by 
the Mediation of ‘Diaza’s Doves, it is the 
fharp Spirit which in the Water moves 
the Body to putrefie. Thus is the Trinity 

propor- 
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proportionable, to wit, three Natures in 

| the firft Mixture, the Work is carried an 
end to perfect Complement diftinGly, ac- 

i cording to theVertue. of a Body,Soul,and 
Spirit : for the Body would be never pe- 

rh netrative, wereit-not for the Spzrzt, nor 
A a would the Spirit be permanent in its fu- 

per-perfect Tincture, were, it not for the 
Body ; nor could thefe two, a@ one upon 
another without the Soul, for the Spér7# is 

1 an invifible thing, nor doth it ever ap- 
| pear without another Garment, which | 
| Garment is the Soul, In. thisitexercifeth | 

its vertue : this Soul, as it is drawn from : 
the Saturzia , {olid and dry, 1s named our 
Air, or rather the Chameleon, ,which 1s 
an airy Body, changing its hue. accord- 
ing toevery Object it beholds, fo our Air 
is of an aftonifhing Nature, out of which 
1 know al! Metals may be drawn, yea |] . 
even Sol and Zuna, without the Tran |} § 
muting Alixir,.of which inmy little La- || ° 
tine Treatife (which was the Congeft of — || ° 
mine own experience) I {pake fully. i‘ 

This Air being diffolved.into, Water. i 
Mineral, hath in it two of our Friaity = | | 

united fo really that in a {hort digeftion || * 
the 

ee PS SSE SS ENO, ERIC © RFR READ TP  agterrneen ie meee ereree netenas = 
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ihe Preface of Sir G, Ripley. 9 

the {piritual inhabiting invilible Sulphur 

will without addition congeal the Mer- 

cury 10 which it is, and make a vifible 

congelated fubftance of Luna and then 

Sol. ‘ 

Thus this Trinity is indeed Unity, one 
being Gold mature, fixt, and digefted in 
act, the other Gold volatile, white, and 
crude, yet (in poffe) to be made moft 
fixt and folid by naked digeftion. It. is 
not then a delufion that Philofophers 

{peak and write, for: truft, me (Viderunt 
nudam fine vefte Dianams feiens loquor ) 1 
know I {peak true, which the Sons of Art 
do know, and can teftifie with. me. 

Magnefia alfo- 

His Stove is by the. Philofophers 
B called their Magwefia, their Adrop, 

gc. with many more names, and is in- 
deed their Stone in the firft true mixture 
of the true matter ; for it 1s the true 

feed, and will produce, with the co-ope- 
tation of external Fire, in a patient ex- 

pectation of the time of Nature, which 
is not long to him that underftands tt. 
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Of Sulphur aud Mercury. j) 
| 

Not 
J j ies 

| wlagia) | 

4 Or that which is done by Naturem | ™ 

a A many yeats and ages, in the bowds |) ! 

cM of the Earth, deco&ing Aéercury alone, | “ 

i} HH without addition 5 Art, tomake
 the work | V 

fhort, firft impregnates Mercury with a 

fpiritual feed of Si/phur, by which itbe- | ? 

comes powerful in the diffolution of V 

Metals, and then adds to it mature Su- | 1 

i phar, by which the work is fhortened; K 

I and out of thefe twoParentsof oneRoot | 

: is brought forth a Noble Son of a Regal 

Off-(pring, that is not fimply Gold, but 
our Elixir, ten thoufand times more pre- 

cious. : 

Proportionate by Nature moft perfectly. i 

% 7 Et all this Work of the Artift is on- ; 

BR lytohelp Nature 5 we candono | 

more, yea we have profefled and will | 

profefs, that we do only adminifter unto | 

Nature herein: forallthe WorksofGod || ! 

are intire, we can but behold them and 

admire them; and therefore we feek our 

Sn Prin- | 

OD.) reser st heemerene! determi) |) 

BO 2asaromeccy 
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‘the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 12 
Principals where Nature is, and amend 
Nature in itsown Nature. Nor do we 
make the fimple believe, which 1s the 
Trade of Sophifters, that we by our Ex- 
tractions and Manual Operations upon 
Vegetables, Minerals, Urines; Hair, or 
the like, itend to make our fo highly 
prized Elixir; but out of fuch things in 
which Nature hath putit, we by Art do 
make it appear by revealing what was 
hidden, attd hiding what was manifeft. 

Bu many one mdrvelleth, and marvel uiay, 
and utufeth on fich a marvellows thing. 

W Hereas thofe who work upon 
other matters than the true, do 

betray their ignorance herein moft fou'ly, 
that they do. not confider the poflibility 
of Nature, but work after their Fancy 5 
as though out of combuftible fubftances. 
filthy in their nature, and made up of 
Heterogencities, might be producd a 
pure perfe& Metallick Subftance, by rea- 
fon of its unfeverable Unity invincible, 
and by vertue of its tranfcendent Excel- 
lency cleanfing and fixing all bee ir and, 

ugi- 
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42 An Expofition upon 

fusitive bodies in the Minera] Kingdom, 

and reducing them. to the Anatical pro- 

portion of perfectly digefted Sol or Lu- 

na, according to the quality of the Me- 

dicine.” When therefore their Principles 

are not found, their Conclufton is always 

deceitful, and then they not knowing 

Nature in her Operation, but interpre- 

ting the words of the crafty and envious 

Philofophers, according to the Letter, 

do ftand admiring at the Unconformity 

of their Work to the Promifes of the 

Philofophers, at leaft as they underftand 

their Books; they admire what this Stowe 

is, if it be a Truth, or a Conceit 5 and 

why they (as well as any) do not attain it 

if poffible : Such meditations ufually fill 

the minds of unfuccefsful Alchymitts, who 

though they be (as they efteem them- 

felves) very Judicious, yet cannot ftum- 

ble upon this unhappy Stove. 
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the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 2 - 
- 

What is onr Stone, &c. 

"T Hey marvel at the uncouth difficulty 
of the thing, nor can. they almoft 

tell what to judge of what they read; 
forafmuch as all Philofophers fay it is a 
very eafie thing. . 

For Fowls aud Fifhes to us do it bring, eve- 
ry Man it hath: And it is in every 
place, in thee, in me, &c. 

Nd in very deed the Antient Wile 
Men have {0 written, and do ftill 

write the fame; as to. wit, That it is 
found in a Dunghil, according to Moriex; 
and for the eafinefs of the charge, they all 
write plentifully 5 fo that in refped of 
time and colt, Artephiue and Flammel {ay 
it is but the play of Children and work 
of Women; and therefore one Excel- 
lent Philofopher, writing of this Mafte- 
ry, titleshis Treatile, Ladys Puerorums 
that is, Childrens Play. 

F 
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1 Ab Expofition upon 

5 this Lanfwer, That Merchny 3 is L wis. 

Aaa trutt me, though the wife meni 

thiis write, afidit be true, there is 

notwithftanditg fomething to be added 

fo their Seritefice, according ‘as the Au- 

thor of Novim Lamen well obferved, as 

namely, That this Att is eafie 
to him that 

tnderttands it, 28 Artephins plainly ex-. 

preffeth; but to him that is ighorant of 

it, there is nothing catt appeat {> hard 5 

The Wife Man, {arth Sendivogius. finds it 

in a Dnngbil, bat the Fool cannot believe 

that its in Gold. for my part {through 

the great mercy of God ‘to me afi un- 

worthy arid unthankful Giédture)
 I know 

the Ait to be true, and not th
at only, but 

alfo very eafie’5 and I wonder that men 

of (6 great parts have fudied for it fo 

jong in vain; only this lam confident of, 

itis the gift of Gods nox isit i bits that 

willeth, vor in hind that raineth,
 bat in Go 

shad viveth mercy ¢ Th which refpect I am 

bold.to the glory of God, to corifefs that 

[ have the Art, and have Natures Ope
ra- 

¥#ons in thefe fo hidden Secrets, before | 
mine 



th: Preface.of Sir'G. Ripley. 3 
mine eyes at this prefent writing, which 
I fee hourly with admiration of the.imfia 
nite Glory,’ in:the beholding» of fuch a 
great Glory inthe Creatures, which, trutt 
me, will ravifh the Beholder, ‘to fee fuch 
a defpifed Infant as our ‘Mercury is, to 
grow into: fo {trong a Herve; which>the 
World cannot purchafe. Lay 

But not the Common, cabled Quick-filver 
< by name. 

BAe the difficulty is not.over when 
| once it 1s known: that the whole 

Secret confifteth in Mercury 5. for what 
more frequent among the Sophifters than 

| tocry, Our Mercury, @c. and yet in the 
Work of Nature they are-as blind as 
Moles >. The’ caufe is, for that Nature 
hath produced a Mineral Juice in the: 
bowels of the Earth, which doth anfwer. 
to molt of the Philofophical Defcriptions. 
of their Water ; as namely;that it is mine- 

_ ral, quick, current, without humectation; 
| ponderous, and the like ; which when’) 

iv | the vulgar Alchymifts read, they apply it 
| to this naughty Mercury, which for in-. 
\ B ; 

ward 
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ward Qualities hath nothing: in it -like 
ours. : ne 1B AW. 2 
» Sonie there’ idre,» who trufting to the 
Sentence:of moft of the Wile Men who 
have writtem concerning this Art, do re+ 
ject Mercury walgarin word, when as in+ 
deed they dote as much uponitas others, 

whenas by their-mock-purgations they 

handle Mercuries divers ways by Subli- 
mation, Precipitation, Calcination \Ma- 

nual, even toa black fubftancey like to 

Soot or Lamp-black, by diftillation from 
fundry Faces} after grinding with Vine- 
gar, by Caleimation with’ Waters-fort, 
by Lotions innumerable, changing Mer 

cury into fundry forms, and after quick- 

ning him: By'all which Operations they 

imagine themfelwes fecure: of: the Secret 
of our Mercury); whenas all’ fuch ways: 
indeed are but Sophifms 5 and yet Mer- 
cnry foiabufedis one and the’fame vulgar 
Mercury. 

So. that upon this Rock more have 

{tumbled than upon any other, & yet will 
ftumble, till they know how to diftinguifit 

our Mercury ftom Common, and our pre- 
parations from:that of the vulgar io ae 

ers 
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Bers, which, have nd: dikenelS one te _ another. d2 gio At at div 

But Merciry, without: hich vahing bee 
ing is. ve eed iN 

po: our Mercury 1S ee arid Radi. 
> cal'to our Body, and partakes of the. 

nature of it intirely, and) therefore it is ‘| faidto be that Mercury without whichno» 
thing is. ;,\for all things are diftinguifhed. 
by Philofophers by three Principles, (al- 
though fome Simples have, not.three, but. 
only by Analogy) among which the mof 
effential is Mercury, for the humidity of 
all things. concrete is called their Mercury, 
which is moft.intire to all things, fora 

| much as-all things owe their beginaing 
unto Water ) 
So then.asthe proper ircibek Mercury 

of all.chings ‘is fo Effential unto them 
that nothing is without it, fo our Mer. 

| -eury is {0 confubftantial, with our Body, 
that it is one inkind with that Mercury of 
which it,was by coagulation concrete, 

¢ | which vulgar Mercury isnot; and there- 
| fore the Body is incrudate by this Mercx-. 

B2 ry, 
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wy, and (nde forthits Seed! by mixture 
withit, through the co-operation of re- 

mr, 

All P hilofophers record and truly fain the 
Ame. 

am ee pe 

‘So Ruly'this Fcould confirm ‘by infi- 
ci fl © nite’Teftittionies of "Philofophers; 

fince there never wrote any’ who was in- 

deed a true Artift; but he hath¢ affirmed 

the fame: 'Gebcr? Artephias, Haly, Roxi- 

nis, Flammel; Sendivogivs, the Author of 

the Roary, 7révifan, with many ‘others, 
which would-be very tedious to name. 
eeSor that indeed this Work of mine I 
wrote not becaufe enough hath not been 

wiitten before, for I do-but eccho to the 

Voice of all Philofophers, who'have left 

upon record fuch ‘clear: Teftimonies of 

ithe co-operation of Art and Nature here- 
mw) thari€ Wit were capable:of this-at- 
tainment) the Aft would have been ‘com 
‘mon ere now 3 arid Ido verity admiringly 

adore the WifdonrofGod herein, that an 

Art'fo true, fonatural, fo eafie; fo much 

defired and fought after; fhould yet be 

: fo 
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the Prefacevof. Sin. GaRipley. 1 Di 
{o,rarely; found, that, the, generality. of . 
Men, Learned and. Unlearned,. do laugh 
atitas aFable: itis therefore moft cer- 
tainly'the ;Gift-of God, who 1s and ever 

| will be the Difpenfen ef at according to,. 
tT his good.pleatiaves 3. eno? He bes ates Hew Bt! 

NSH3 M9VIe SI9W I ep gic Dimeric? | But fimple Searchers putieth theonin blame, . 

Saying they bid the ily ep tor main 

| AY  the,.well = deferving :Philofophers, 
+} who. becaul¢...they .cannot, underftand 
| their Writings, and through the miCyn-- 
| derftanding of the -poffibility. of Nature, 
| docommit.foul miftakes.in their operati-. 
ons, and therefore reap a ridiculous Har-. 
| veft, they.then: blame, the ,falfity of Au- 
§ thors, or at leaftaccufe their difficult wrir. 

lt) ting, not -confidering that Philofophers 
owe them nothing, .and; whatever they, 

‘| write forthe information of. the ftudious, 
git) it is not of debt, nor, yee of Coyetoul- 

| nefs, for.they, poffefs the.greateft Trea- 
| fare inthe; Worlds nor, lafily of Ambiti- 
on, for many. fupprefs their names! it,is 

hf} of Love therefore, and. of ;defire ro be, 
¥ Baa ~~ help- 

Of: injurious, are they, therefore £6. 
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4 helpfil to the Surdious $° whieh’ Love to 

| réquite with reproaches, isa‘ ken OF 

‘ll great ingratitude. |” Gr pee tek neat 

7 PA Moreovel, it 1s.to be tindérltood that’ 9 

. che mot wife GOD hath a ruling hand
 

= herein; and all Sons of ‘Att*have their 7} 

_ Commiflion as it were given them 5 they, 
| 

ft witl® and teach according to that per-- 9 bi 

miffion’ which the Creatot of all things | 

vt hath given them. I may fpeak it expert- it 

a rientally, that when’ my (if have had | 

i one intent, Thave been fo over-fwayed 

tl) with uinpremeditated thought
s iti the've | & 

ry writing, that T have taken ‘notice of | L 

the ‘dimediate hand of God
 therein, by | 

which T have beer carried béyond what P | « 

RAE or gion StO}sad bas ovodl y 
And ‘ttuly it 18'nhot out ihtént tomake’

 | 

che Art common to all kind of men, we | 

Write to the déferving only 5 intending’ — 

our Books"to be but as Way-marks to’ | 

| Much ag Thal’ tfavel ih thefe paths of Na? | : 

\ tute, ahd we! do'what we may to’ fhut 

out the’ unworthy Yet (o plainly we - 

witite, that as manly 4s God hath app
oimt- jj 

éd, to this Mattery thal éértdinly un
der | 

ftand ws, anid “have caufe to be chankfut | 
oF ee) “unto |] 
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the Preface:of Sir G, Ripley. 2% 
unto us for our faichfulnefs herein. «This 
we. fhall. receive firém the Sons of -chis 
Science, whatever we have from others : 
therefore our Books are intended forthe 
former; we do not write’ a'word to the 
latter. - 

But they be: blame-warthy: which bi 0 
~Clerks; and theddle with Pbilofophy. .. 

Oreover, we write not our: Books 
for the information of the illi- 

terate, as\though any ‘vulgar miechanick 
Diftiller, Alchymift, or Sophifter, fhould 
readily carry, away the! Golden Fléecé 
or as though any covetous man, who 
makes Gain his utmoft end, ‘fhould rea- 
dily gather the. Apples of the Fefperides 3 

| Hor yet that.any,; though Learned, fhould 
ing) by once or twice overly and:flight read- 
| ing (as the Dogs lap the Water of Nilys:) 
) ftraight-way be madeaPhilofopher » Nay 
} verily, the majefty of this Science forbids 
} fo great impiety ; it is the gift of Godand 

‘ } not of Men: Our Books are for thofe 
)§ who have been or intend to be conver- 
| Gant about the fearch of Nature ; we hint ee B a : i 
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22 An Expofition xpon 
the ways prayer-to God and'patient pér- 
fifting in the ufé of meafis, mult ‘opel 
thefe Doors. 2 Let» theréfore ‘ profourid 
Meditation;accompanied with the Ble 
fine of }Gody Furnaces;' Coals, Glaffes, 
and indefatigable pains, be thy Interpre- 
ters, and Jet them ferve for Commenta- 
ries upon our Writings)\s Sol did, fot 
advife thee’ ‘and the Blefling ‘of God at- 
tend all ftudious vertuous Searchers in 
tHigways> 20m He 4 

But though it Mercury'be,  *? 

: Etisnot the knot untiéd, nor diffi 

. culties'‘overcome; when orice ‘a 

man hath Jearned to fing’ this thredbare 

Song in Philofophy, Ft zz Mercurio quie- 
guid quarant fapientes: forewhat Sophr- 
fier who;cannot make fo great’ clatter 

‘fnthelei general terms asa fon of Att? 
the greateft difficulty is' to know what 
this Mercury is,’ that: is ‘{q defirable and 

efiedtual.o 3) 9 } 
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the P veface of Six G. Ripley. 23 

Tet. wifely undlerftand ‘wherein’ it is , dnd 
where thou fhalt it feek.. 

TL Herefore lét'me advife every ftudious 
Searcher of ‘this hid Scie7ce, to con- 

fider warily with’himfelf what he ‘feeks 
and ‘would find 3'nor that ‘only,’ but in 
what‘he would find it :' for truft me it is 
not"in'this Sciezce.as {ome do imagine, 
that out Arednun may be:made out of 
any thing, not yet out of any‘bafé thing’: 
But ‘in the knowing: of the true Princi- 
ple; confifts'the firft true’ ftep to Perfe- 
Etion,' according to the Poet; Desidinn 
iid qui bene carpet habet. 

El Ye I counfel thee rie not sbi ark in 
~ hand. 

‘Ut he wiko knows not this our Ocean 
in which our Water hath its flux and 

reflux, and our Fountain out of which 
he may draw this‘ Water for his ufe, let 
him forbear this, as a moft dangerous 
Science, for he may only expect’ lofsi in it, 
pat no profit. (Oh 
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g 

“yy For Philofopbers flatter) Foals with. fair 
Ve APCD ea. Sah al ida sual 

& Or let any expect, comfortable. Dire 
. @. cion.in our:-Books, who know not 

the true Matter, nor the: true.Keys..by 
which our,,Matter is. brought forth from 
darknefs into the light; for,verily though 
we write for the.inlightning of afon.of © 
Art, yet,al(o.for the fatal..blinding.of .all 
fuch Owls and, Bats .who cannot, behold 
the light of, the, Sun, mor.can indure ,the 
{plendor.of our Moon,.;; To-fch we pro- 
pound. rare tricks, . {uiting, co their. ordi 
fancy : to the coyetous,..an eafie way 
without expence, in an inconfidérable 

time 5..to,,the, lazy ,Book-men, ° 4)\play, 
without tedious toil ; to the unftable, 
rath, hafty multiplicity of Diftillations, 

Buys liften;ta ire, for sraly. Iwill shee teach. 
Ut tothees fuppofing , thy. qualifica: 

4.2. tions, tobe Honelty,, Secrefie, Studis 
oufqels, and. -Indefatigablenefs ,, we. will 
fhew the Trtth; yetfo, thatit oe 
. 1 



the Préfuce of Sir G: Ripley. xg 
Hid from the Villpar; yee plain droughts: 
andnduftriotis attentive Reader) s 02: 

or 

PHHiloloptiers have hidden nich under 

the Homonymium of Mercury, fo that 
it'19 no hard matrér for thofe: that perufe 
theif Books to nifftake'them 5 oyea as ma- 
ry 43) God will have excluded from this 
Art, thall certainly miftakeo) o'dcs) 02. 
-3°Forimany things are by them named by. 
tlie! name of Merciry,which»are altoge- 
ther ‘ufelef$ in this Maftery3‘and many 
Procefles have they deciphered: which 
thémfelves never did. °I-for my part fhalt 
not tread in their metaphorical {teps,’ but 
fliall herein: caitdidly follow the path of 
profound Ripley, whole ‘Text [ annex to 
my Difeourfe as Igo; betaule itis an 
elaborate Piece,’ in excellene Methods 
oti whom Pde’ notfo' much comment, for 
} write miné Own) experimental Know. 
ledge; but rather intend this Treatife for 
#Right tothat exeellent Light'in Alchys » 
mys thefe Labours of mine being intire 
of thémfElves: Only to help thee:to my 
e2eqioy | | utmoft 
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46 An tn Expoft 1tidw, wpon..« 

utmoft, Dhave'confineduny, Dioure to, 
His Method, which I might (as,other, Phir, 
lofophers have done) have icatrcred here 
and there confuledly,.,3' ’ 

5 VS 
ni &G 

Being to thee nothing deceiveables. ig 

AS then I have chit, Ripley . Method, 7 
to follow, fo| walld smitate his Inge-, 

nuity, .and.do.folemnly. profefs| not to. be; 
deceiveable to thee in any thing, though 
Lfhall not: fo unfold the ;Myfteries,. that 
barereading fhall fuffice to thew the-, une: 
veiled Diana. 
-Know. therefore aflutedly, that whem: 

the Philofophers fay, ‘That. their, Matter. 
is every where, ec. This they {peak on- 
ly for-the!;blinding of ‘all .fuch whojtas 
king the Philofophers meaning according, 
to the bare.found of their words, do. 
reap Triflesinftead of:Treafures, I fhall 
therefore. let. you ,underftand that this. 
fubject of the Philofophers is confidered 
either in reference toits Matter, or formal 
Vertue ; in reference tothe former, it-is: a. 
conerete of Water,, as. all. other: Com- 
pounds.are; in refpect of the latter, it par- 

| ticipates 



the Preface'of Sir.G: Ripley. 47 
ticipates ‘of a-Celeftial Virtue, and that 
ma high: degree'in both refpects. ‘It is 
faid to be in every place:*forthe origt. 
rial’-matter,; which is Water, pafleth 
equally through the whole Family of 
Concretes : and:for the celeftial Influ- 
encé, it is {6 univerfal that nothing 1s hid- 
den from'the‘heat of it : fothat indeed in 
this: (ence it is faid to be every where. 
Moreover, the Steve being the Syflew of 
the great World, doth in fome way or 
other'reprefent every thing which is or 
can be perceived by man; I mean in re- 
ference to fome’or' other operation, co- 
lour-or quality, ‘and therefore the Wife 
have-defcribed it almoft by all things ima- 
ginable, forto every thing in fome or 
othericircumftance'it hath refemblance. 

Ttis tore near in fome things thanin fome. 

Be et to (peak: properly for information, 
* -and not to conceal the Secret, we 

profefs that there’ is but.one kind in 
which our Stove is found, and in number 
two: underftand me not as the Philofo- 
pher finds things in his firft laborious Pre- 

paration, 
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98 vol And Expofttion upon oo: 
patation; for fo one of the:two fubjects 
which being of! one kind. enter the fu; 
pematural work. of Generation of our 
fiery Stone, Lfay our,crude Sperm flaws 
from'a‘Frinityof Subftances.in one EG 

fence, of which two are'extracted outof 
the Earth of their Nativity. by the; third, 
and then’ become a pure milky, Virgin, 
like Nature, drawn fromthe Mexftruinm 
of -our fordid Whore.:), -; 

Take heed therefine what Ito thee write. 

where idefcribed, ‘and \{hall, not new: re- 
peat : This Fountain hath three Springs, 
and: thefe ‘are three Witneffes which«te- 
ftifie to the Artift of the truth.of his pro-. 

ceed ings 5 ‘the are the Spirit, the Wea- 
ter,‘and the Blood, and thefe three agree 

in one § “the Wateris a Mercurial Bond, 

which the'Sophifters can behold fo far as 
the 

AN now FcallGod ta,witnefs thatd svill 
fhew you'a greabMyltery ; our Stone. 

is in one partof a petfectinature, | which. 
we would exalt inte:a, more then molt. 
perfea, and for thisend we ftand inneed 
of our true Fountain, which I have elfe- 
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the outward fhell reachéth; bat the wife 

| taan can behold his hidden {ecret Contre: 
y | the Blood is of our Greew Lyon, which 

, | is indeed the greeneft or rawéft of ‘the 
three: for it hath no manner of) Metal+ 
line Sulphur,:no notia gtaihy and theres 
fore “is Totally Volatile: ‘and’ it :is 

_ more raw than the common: Water, 
| and yet it iscalled the Blood, for.a moft 

-fécret reafon; becaufe it is the: feat of the 
Life, which is the Spirit, as Blood:in man 
is the {eat of his Life 5 yea the Spirit by 
this Soul of our. Green Lyon, is made ma- 
nifeft, and: is united to it, fo that though 
it be very green or. unripe; -yet that inha- 
bits it, which is both pure and ripe, and 
can and will digeft it with the Water, and 
make both become life with life: Now 
the Spirit is nothing elfe brit a Chags; the 
Wonder of the Wonders of God, which 
every mamalmofthath, and‘knows it nor, 
becaufe as it appears to the World it is 
compact in a vile defpifed form; yer is it 
fo ufeful, that in humane Affairs none can 
watit it : to the Philofopher it appears 
united to the Blood, that is, of our Green 

x § Lyox, which truly is not a Lyon till the 
| {pirit 
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fpirit: be joyned ‘with it,/and:them it 4s 
made able to:devour: all. Creatures of: its 

Kinds oes 
And “thefe: three agree in one, they 

| are not’abfolutely one, mark that: 5) our: v0 

Hdl Fire is not of the matter, and’ yet) it is | 

i united with the matter, as.if it were of ||” 

one form :withit; and there is anagree- ‘i 
Wi 

thent inohe; though noted radicalunions | 

for the fpirit (which ts thé Fire) isfepas 

rable from the Waterand tthe Blood; ard |" 

then is our Lyon actually Green, but 
+ iin 

ceafeth then to be our Lyon, but isthe 9 ™ 
} true matter to multiply Emeraulds more d 

glorious than natural. 4 
\ . Wi 
~y 4 

eee For if to thee Ki nowledge never come, | 
Therefore yet foalt thou me not twite. , 

| 4 Nd now indeed if any:be ignorant, les 9 * 

‘ him. be tgnorant; Iknow not what J 4 
@ more to fay; and nottranfgre(s the filence | 

of Pythagoras. Lhavetold you that our J Ma 
matter is two-fold, crude and fixed; the } 
fixed is by Nature perfected to ourhands, } 
and weneed only to have it made more ] 

then | 
a 4 

| SERRE HE eR, SiON ener RENEE 
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then moft perfect, which Nature alone 
could. never: perform ;.nor is. there any. 
thing that can. thus exalt Tinctures, but 
our diffolving Water, which I told you 
floweth from three Springs 5 \the one Is a 
common, Well at which al! draw, and of 
which Water many ule; this Well hath in 
it a Saturnine-droffine(S, which make the 
Waters unufefuls thefe frigid fuperflui- 
ties are purged by two other Springs; 
through which the Water of this Well is 
artificially caufed to. run »/thefe Springs 
make but one Well, whofe Waters appear 
dry, the humidity being fealeds. the Well 
it felf 41s {urrounded with an Arfenical: 
Wall, the flimy bottom abounds withthe 
Firlt xs of Mineral Sa/t and Sulphur 5 
which acuate the Water of the firft Well, 
whofe primary quality is Coldnefs ; . be- 
ing thus acuated, it becomes fo powerful 

| a Menftruum, and {o pleafant to the Me- 
| tals, that for its peculiar Vertue it is! cho- 

fen for tobe;the Bath of the Sun-and 

For 
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For I will truely now thee excite to uader- 
land well Mereuries three. 

Bu becaufe one Book never is fuffici- 
‘4 ‘ent in’ this’ Maftery, to difcover all 

that is to be known, and: other Authors 
write varioufly of Mercury: Attend fur- 
ther what Ihave to fay to thee concern- 
ing this point. : 
‘We have in our work ‘properly three 

Mercuvées, of which one is to-be by the 
Philofopher prepared, of which I have 
{fpoken’s and this being joynd with the 
perfe& Body, and fet to digeft, the Glafs 
is fhut, and then in this firft Compofition 
is the Matter called Relis, that is, (two 
things). to wit in Number , for you may 
yet {eparate each from other in its intire 
nature: 

- Thefe two being, joyned, do operate 
fo within the Veffel till the Compound 
become.d black Powder , which is then’ 
called the Afhes of the Platter. | 

This Powder relenteth into a black 
Broth, which is called Elzxzr, or Water 
extracted by Elixation, which is reiterate 
Liquefaction. This 
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tile part, which is called Azoth, and the 
groffer part is called Leton, which j is by 
Azoth wathed and whitened. 

In Rebis the Matters are confuled, in 
Elixir they are divided, and in Azoth 
they are conjoyned with an infeparable 
union. 

The RK eys which of this Science be. 

Te Menftruums or Merénries are the 
very Kee of this Sctence: The firft 

is the Philofophers Key, the other two 
dare Natutes Keys; 

Reynund his Menfrues doth then all. 

Tey are called by the wife men Men- 
frees, in three refpects : firft for 

the f€crefie of them; as thofe Lunary 
Tributes of Women are hid from com- 
mon view, fo thefé Mercuries from vulgar 
Searchers. Secondly for the Progno- 
fticks of them as thofe i in Women beto-. 
Ken maturity to conceive, fo thefe are’ 
called Menstrues becaufe they are fit for 

O 2 pro- 

This Elixir is divided i into a more fub- : 
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procreation... Thirdly in ‘regard of the 
office of. them.;. as thofe' in Women ‘are 
accounted nutritive for the Embrion, {o 
our Child is nourifhed by thefé to perfect. 
age and {trength. | 

Let me add:a fourth reafon, and that 

is, in refpe& of the time; the: Philofo- 

phical Preparation will hardly give thee 
thy firlt Asenftruuv fit for thy ufe in lefs 
than a month. . And .after conjunction 

thy firft Menftrunme will begin to hold of 
the nature of the Body in another month, 
and then thou {halt {ee a fhow of the fe- 

cond Menfiruxm , but wait. tll another 

month, and thou ‘halt. fee thy fecond: 
Menstruum compleat ; then yet wait a 
third month, and thou {halt fee a fhow 

of the’ third Menftrunm, which in the 

fourth month will perfectly exuberate; 
and then with it thou fhalt {oon fee, per- 
fected Sulphur of Nature ; for it is Fire 
of Nature ; and in this firft Exaleation 1s 
the white Stone perfected. 

Without 



‘i Without thew traly noslewth is done. 

H* then that knoweth not the Secret 
of our Menftruals ; let hintforbear 

the practice of the Work, for. verily he 
may expect nothing but a fophiftical De- 
lufion inftead of the true Work of Na- 
ture: Heis like a man that: would enter 
an macceffable: Caftle without a Key, | or 
{hoot in a Bow without a ftring. 

But two of ther be fuperficial. 

‘Py | Ow that you may know our Secrets 
exactly, we fhall faithfully difco- 

ver unto you our Experience, as cordial- 
ly as a Brother may declareto a Brother ; 
and fhall reveal what [ never found yet 
revealed inany Author. . 
There are in-our Mercury.three Mercu- 

rial Subftances, which may well be called 
MenStrues, the one the more grofs part, 
(which though it be a Water, yet .it be- 
ing the moft palpable part, and vifible, 
may betermed the Body of the Water : 
the laft isa Fiery Form, which is the 
; C 3 Blood 
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36 An Expofttion upon 

Blood of Cadmwa; this is a real invifi- 

ble form, which is effentially and formally 

Sol Volatile : the fecond is the mean Soul, 

which Philofophers without Equivoca- 

tion call Sztarn’s Child ; the middle fub- 

{tance of thefe three, are made into one 
wonderful Mercury, which hath not its 

like in the world. i 

"Now for the fuperficiality of the two 

firtt Menjtrues or Mercuries, and the ef- 

fentiality of the third, know and under- 

{tand, for our fpeech will be very myf{te- 

rious : Knowl fay, what it isto be {uper- 

ficial, and what effential : Effence you 

know isinvifible, and more formal then 

material , which doth actuate the mat- 

ter, and ripens it 3 but that which ts fir- 

perficial is vifible, and may be feen, and 

3s more material and paflive : Now thofe 

two firft which are fuperficial, are the 

Water and the Blood, the effential Men- 

rue is the Spirit, which all are in one 5 

“yet diftinguithed in number, though not 

i ST ag i ia ar 

The 
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The third E(fential to Sun and’ Moons 

S° then two are material patlive fub- 
ftances, which are united in our fo- 

phical Azfercury 5 the third is‘an active ef- 

fence which is hid in our Mercury,’ which 
is effential to Sun and Moon, becaufe it 
is a Fire, which is Sol volatile; and as the 

Artift may. govern this Mercury, it: will 
digeft the paflive Principles either into 
Sol or Luna, atthe Philofophers pleafure. 

Their Properties I will declare right foon. 

Shall by and by in its place defcribe to 
you all the Properties of thefe three 

Menftrues, when I come to its in the 
mean time take notice that by this Mer- 
eury in which are three Mereuries, or Men- 
Strues, the perfect Bodies will be calcined, 
and then diflolved into Mercury, which is 
not then {6 properly called a/Venftrue, for 
it isthe Fruit it (elf, called Azoth, or Vir- 
gins Milk; which is a digeltion beyond 
the Mezftrues. : 

C 4 And 

the Preface of Sit 
G, Ripley. 37. 
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Ands Mercuryof Metals. efential, 
Is the Principle of our Stone material. 

WHe Badies when they are diflolved 
| do tranfinute the forefaid. Mercu- 

_ ries by theit,own:ferment, into their own 
naiure, ‘for theFire of Nature affimilates 
all that nourifhethott ito its own likene& 3 
and then our Mercury or Menftrae vanith- 
eth, that is, it is fwallowed up in the So> 
lary Nature, and»all together:make but 
one univerfal Mercury, by intimate union, 
and this Mercury is the material. Principle 
of the Stone; for before our Mercury (as 
it was. compounded of thee Mercuries) 
had in it two which were fuperficial, and 
the third effential to Sol.and: J una only, 
not tothe Stone: for Nature would pro- 
duce thefe.two.out of it, by artificial de- 
codion: but when'the perfect Bodies. aré 
diffolved, .they tranfmute. the Mercury 
(that diffolvedit) and then there is no 
morerepugnancy init, then is there: no 
longer a diftin&ion between fuperficial 
and effential, but all is become effential : 
And this is that one matter of the Stone, 
a that 
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that ‘one’ thing: ‘which’ is’ the fabjed éf 

all) Wonders! Sow 

Tn Sol “and Luna ‘our Meustrues are not 
Neen. ee ee es | 

4-7 Hen ‘thou art come to this,” then 
WY fhalt ‘thou“no more? difcern’ a 
diftinCtion betweén the Diflolver and the 
‘Diflolved's. for’ the ‘Water: fhall neither 
afcend nor défcend;' go out not in alone; 
but ‘the Fire’ of Nattire (hall a¢écompany 
it, and thecolotir of thé mature’ Sulphur, 
which is‘ unfeparably’ joyned) ‘hall ‘tin- 
cure. thy Water, bless ) 

| Te appeareth not bub by effect t0 fight. 

O that thou fhalt nevér fee them feve- 
red one.from the other, but fhalt- dit 

cern them by the effe@, and by the eye of 
thy mind more then of thy body. There- 
fore faith the Philofopher ,~Az0th and 
Fire are fufficient for thee inthe middle 
and end, but not in the beginning, for 

then they are not our Mercury, that is 
our univerfally united Mercury. But in 

the 
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the firft days of the Stone; : there appear 
four Elements, of which three are it the 
Mercury fablimed, and one in Sof, which 
is counted all for Earth till it be diffols 
ved, and then it fermenteth the Mercury, 
and makes the three qualities of it, which 
it hath, drawn from. three-fubftances to 
unite into one Mercury. which hath all in 
it one effential property, and that is Sd- 
Jary, which firft will {hew the Moon in 
the full, and is the true-one matter of all 
our Secrets, our one Image.out of which 
{prings white and red, .not bare Sof and 
Luna, as will {pring outof our Mercury, 
which we prepare with our hands, but 
the white and red Elixirs, which fhew 
that this Mercury which Nature hath 
made in the Glafs, without our help, is 
far beyond that Mercury which we pre- 
pared with a laborious toil. 
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This i the Stone of which we mean , 
Who fo our Writings conceiveth aright, 

| ANS verily he that hath well ftudied 
our Books fhall underftand that this 

general one Mercury which we call Azoth, 
is indeed our Stone, which wanteth only 
digeftion, for it is infeparably united; not 
in a Dyptative Conjunction, which is 
barely & mixture of the Sun, With ‘our 
Mercury; ox Triptative, which is a mix- 
ture aid wnion of the Body, Soul, atid 
Spirit, which is before Putrefaction; but 
Tetraptive, which. is the Anatization of 
qualities, which is the firft degree of the 
white Stone, which will then grow higher 
and higher, till the Moon comé up to 
the full. 

It is a Soul and Subftance bright. 

4 ara Stone or Virtue multiplicative 
is Not in relation to the matter, but 

the form, which doth make the matter to 
receive and after imprefs Tinctures : for 
who could believe that So/, in which the 

Vil= 
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i virtue is but unary, I mean only fuffici- 
| ent for itfelf, fhould by the addition'of 

our Mercury, which inreferencetoitsma> 
terial parts, is below the degree of Sol,  & | 

) and needs digeftion; and thatonly toma- f} ‘ 
hy turate it to the height.of Sol, I fay that . j} 
A by the mixture) of thofe, two Venerial | | 

TinCtures;‘fhould be multiplied in a man- | 
ner infinitely. per Si 4 

a | Of Sol and Luna a fibtéle Tufluence. 

Aish) W Ere it ‘not: that: this Tin@ure 
i) | which in the Mercury is Sol and 

‘Luna, were:as a Soul,i\thatis, a {piritual 
thing, ib were impoflible:;: it 1s therefore 
the very Dos fecunditatis whichis in Mi- 
nerals (which:doth appear in their Luna: 
ry and Solary Tinctures) which was put 
and planted‘on and in them, in the firft | 
Benedittion-of (Cre/c#te G». Multiplicami- ~ | 
mi) which increafing is in fome things | 
juxta quantitate ; This is in quality. 

——— - mae _—— a 

Whereb y 
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Whereby. the: Earth. receiveth) refplendence- 

S° then the matter of Minerals is a 
dead paffive thing, 'in:which there? is 

included a Light’ which is cloathed:(z- 
tali‘Aura etheria) as 1 may fpeaks this 
form: of Light is it which doth actuate 
and {pecificate or determine:the matter 3 
and this {plendor:or Light is in all Metals, 
Sol or Luna, which are con{picuous more 
eminently. in thofe two perfec Bodies 
Gold and Silver, but are:in other Mineral 
Bodies more Clouded.and Echipfed with 
an earthly feculent interpofition between 
the fulgor and the fuperfluities , .which is 
the Imperfection of {uch Bodies;, and‘is 
accompanied. -with a rawnefs and incon- 
{tancy in the Fire, the Impure carrying 
away the Pure... - 
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For what is Sob and: Eniia, faith Avicen’ 
But Earth which is pure White & Rede 

S° ther Sol and Lund is more format 

» then material ; for the matter ts a: 

grofs Terrene Subftance, but the form of 
Light purifying the Subftance, is a moft 
fabtile {piritual thing whichdoth ennoble 
the grofsne(s of the matter by a Fire-abi-. 
ding Tincure. 

Take from it the faid 3 ledinefs, and then 
f hat Earth will ftand but in Little flead. 

Ut if this Tincture could be feparated’ 
“from the pondws of the matter, the 

remainder would be an unprofitable Ter- 
reftriety: ‘Our work therefore is for to’ 
advance this Light by exaltation in the 
matter; whichas it in‘tts fimplicity is but 
inunity, fo it may be brought to a Vir- 
tue millenary, and gradually fo exalted, 
that the matter would {cem: to’ be quite 
fwallowed up of the form ; and yet in 
this exaltation it is not the woles or por- 
dug that is the Solary or Lunary Virtue, 

but 

= ——a 
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buta Light whofe multiplication is not 
in the increafe of poxdws, but in the cir- 
culation of Natures, till the Heavenly. 
illuminate the Earthly with an immediate 
Beam,'.all interpofition being. removed 
out of the way. 

The whole Compound is called our Lead. 

[- Or to attain. this admirable multipli- 
cation Philofophers have found out 

a moft fubtile yet.very natural Compofi- 
tion, which hath been not a little fought 
for by many : this the wife Antients, 
both to defcribe the Fountain of thefe 
Myfteries, as.alfo tohide the Secret front 
the. unworthy, have myftically called 
their Lead. 

The quality of Clearnef, from Sol.and Lu- 
na doth come: 

"His Lead; {called from the appear- 
ing bafenefs of: its original, is not- 

withftanding of an admirable.power, for 
it contains the Bath for Sol and Lunas 
that 1s,the Siz and Meo enter into. shane 

end 
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(end outthei Tinduresintorit, which tt 

receyveth}: and like,to:a fertile Soil enno- 

blethy tan hundred and an hundred fold. 

Thelé are‘our Menftrues; both all and fome: 

ie have I in general given you a 
defeription of ‘our Mexftrues, which 

are three, Acetum, Flixir, and Azoth 5 

which T thal’ now particularly defcribe. 

Bodies vith’ the’ firft we Calcine naturally, 

! perfect. 2 fy i fi 

THe firlt Menftrue we call our fharp Vi- 
“Dd -nepar,’ with infinite: other names, 

which it will be'tedious for to recite; and 

with this is made our Magical Solution of 

Sal; this, faith Sendivogius,is ( Menstruum 

und in-fphara Lune toties recificatum 

ut polfit calcinare Solem.) «In this, faith 

the noble Author of. the Hermetical Ar- 

cunim, istmade Eclipfiv Solis G» Lune in 
Cana Draconis : this isyi as Artephins 

faith, thelonly Inftramentin the World 

for our Aft: forit caufeth the Sun topu- 

trefie 30 thatis, 1tJofeth its hard ‘compa: 

: ion, 
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cion, and makes it to be an impalpable 
Powder, as faith the truch-telling Flzy-~ 
yael. Inthis Calcination, as all Authors 
teftifie, and our own Experience hath 
taught us, Nattires ate united, Colours 
are mingled, and one holds of the other, 
and this is the period of the firft Men- 
Jtrunm, which ends in this Circulation. 

But none which beex unclean. 

THis Blacknefs many erroneoufly con- 
ceive to be uncleanne3, but it isnot 

fo, for it is only the Sepulcher of out 
King 5 in which, though he feemto havé 
loft what he was, yet from hence he hall 
arife what hé never was before: 

Except one. 

AN verily there is nothing of an wn: 
~* clean nature that entreth our Com- 
pofition except one thing, which is the In- 
{trument moving the Geld to putrifie; and 
in regard that it doth naturally incline the 
Body to putrifie, and is as it were the very 
gtave of it, it is called by fome Philofo- 

3 phers 

i i "] 
i 
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phers Aqua fetida,and by fome Mortis In- 
mundities; yet indeedit is not in its own 
nature unclean, but made pure, as pure as 
the Art of the Artift can make it with 
the help of Nature, joyning Confangui- 
nty with Confanguinity- 

Which is ufually 
Named by P hilofophers their Lyon Greew. 

His hidden Body, or rather Chaos, 
_*. the Philofophers have highly extol+ 
led and deeply concealed, but they ufu- 
ally call it their Green Lyon, which many 
miftaking apply.to Vexus, and fome to 
Vitriol; which, is,all,one ina manner, V72- 
triol being anly Copper corroded by an 
embryonated Salt ; but Fools, faith Azp- 
Jey (in his Errors) call it the Greex Lyon. 
1 Qhall difcover this Subject to you, fo far 
as I dare, in this following Song. 
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The Learned 

SOPHIES FEAST; ‘ 
i 

VW Frofo would lafting and eternal Fame 
3 VY Deferve, Learn thouthe I. you Gree 
to tame, 

But this before youcan by Art attatz, 
Lo findy hin to knowthou mult be fain 3 
Nor is it, truft me, for afiupid Fool, 
Nor yet for one broucht upin vulgar Schooh, 
J fhall him therefore lively ont pourtray, 
Left from this Lanquet you vo lean away. 
This Song | ftilethe Learned Sophies Feat, 
Prepare your felf to come a worthy Guefts 
With Mind attentive to my words give heed, 
I e5# you, tnftead of Meat, on Fancies feed. 
This horrid R east, which we our Lyon calf, 
Hath many other Names; that no nan foal 
The trath percezve, wnlefs that God dirc&, 
And on his darkened Mind a I ight reflech. | 

D 2 TF 3 
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Tis not becaufe this Subje doth confift 

Of Animal Components (fe that list 

May well conceive ) that we do therefore u ife 

The name of Beafts 5 nor is it to abufe 

The Readers 3 hewhoever fo doth think, 

With ftupid Sots hinsfelf doth hereby link, 

But it’s becanfe of the tran{cendent force 

dt hath, and for ihe rawnefs of its fonrce, 

Of which the like is no where to be feen, 

That it of them is nam ad the Lyon Green. 

Now liften, awd I hall to you difclofe 

The Secret,which times paft hath like a Rofe 

Been hedged fo on every fide with Briars, 
That few could pluck it at theiv hearts defires 
There is afubftance of Metalline Rate, 

Tf yon the matter view, whofe louring face 

A Sophifter would at firft fight fo foare, 

That he it to approach mould never dare % 

The form that s vifibleis very vile , 

And doth Metalline Bodies fo defile, 
That none to fee it could be brought to think 
That thence foould {pring bright Phebus 

‘Pearly Drink: 

And yet, O firange ! a wonder to relate, 

At this Jame Spring naked Diana fat. 

iho horn'd Akkeon for his ventrous peeping; 

This Spring two dreadful Beafis have tn 

their keeping 3 Which 
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Which drive away rafh Searchers to their wo, 
Them toinchant, the Art who donot know 
Tet further for to anfwer your. defire, 
I fay this fabje& never felt the fire 
Of Sulphur Metalline, but is more crude 
Then any Mineral, which doth delude 
Th’ unwary, and in Fire fugitive 

‘Lis found th’ impure away the pure doth drive; 
And its Compowents are, A Mercury 
MoSt pure,though tender, with a Sulphur dry 
Incarcerate, which dsih the flex re train, 

And as in fhackles doth the favte detain. 
This Sulphur with malignant qualities 
Doth fo the Mercury infed which with it lies 
That thoughthey have xo fundamental union, 
Vet hereby is debarrd the fweet communion 
Which otherwife would furely intercede( Lead 

Between this Virein-Nymph. which we call g y > 
And her dear Sifter which in Silver fireams 
Runs down abundauntly,thew fhould the beams 
Of bright Apollo caufe the Dews which fall 
From thefe commixed Waters, from the tall 

Afpiring Mountains, gliding through the 
Vales, 

Fire to conceive of Nature, which avails 

To warmthe Bath for Sol, iz which he may 

Defcend and wam,and with fair P hebe play, 
13 Till 
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a2 “An Expofition upon 
Till flefh and youth renewing, they be able 
To fhine with glory, aye multiplicable. 

Know then this . Subjed, which the fure Bafe 
Of al! our Secrets is,and it uncafe 5 (price, 
Ard chufe what thou fralt find of greateft 
Leave Sophifters, and follow my advice ¢ 

e not deluded, for the Truth is one, 
ITis not in many things, this is our Stone. 
At firft appearing in a Garb yist'a d, 
id to deal plainly, it is Saturn’s 58h 
Bi 7s price 2s mean, his venom very grea 
His con [éitution cold, devoid of heat. 
Alfhougi tis mixed with a Sulphur, yet 
Lhis Sulphur is combuftible, to get 
Another | Sulphur M fet alline and pure, 
An A mix with the Mercurial part be fure. 
it is Sulphur in the Houfe of Aries feek, 
Lhéve fh: all yop find it, and thisis the Greek. 
Alc: des, which with fate on ‘Journey took 
To Colchos, this zs it which never Book 
AAS yet re Heit d, ana yet Iwill proceed, 
And sdiatea My Steries unfold with fpeed. 
Our Subjeh itis zo ways malleable, 
Tt is Metalline, and its colour fable, 
With intermixed Argent, which in veins 
The fable F; ‘eld pith glittering Branches 
"ae 

The 
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The pure parts from the impure, thew fhalt 

mever 
With Fire or Water for this work diffever 
Nor with the gardest Iron dig it thence, 
For Steel ‘gainst this affordeth xo defence. 
So eafily as any little Boy 
A Giant cax fupprefs, this can deftroy 
Alcides Breft-plate, with his Target fiout, 
And put oppofing Armies to the rout 
Of Swords and Spears, O wondrows force, 

and yet 
The Sages this have feen, when they did it 
Tn Council, how this Fury they might tame, 
Which Casunparallel'd) they then didname 
Their Lyon Green, they faffered him to prey 
On Cadmus Sociates, and when the fray 

Was over, they with Dian’s Charms him ty'd 

And made him under Waters to abide, 
And wale d bim clean, and after gave him 

Wings : 
To fly, much like 2 Dragon, whofe sharp 

Springs 
Of fiery Water th’ only way was found Hal 
To caufe Apollo bis Harp-firings to found. olf 

This is the true Nymphs Bath, which we did Og 
try, 

dnd prov'd to be the Wife Meus Mercury. 
sar, D4 - In 
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i@ this Song you have the Lyoz Gree 
fo, deferibéed, that. more I dare not; 

more Icannot, unlefs I fhould pen you 
down the Receipt verbatim, which God 
and Reafon forbids. 

He is the mean the Sun and Moon between, 
Of joyning Tintures with perfecinefs. 

Earn then to know this Greea Lyon 
andiits preparation, which is all in 

allinthe Art, it is the only knot, untie ir, 
and you are: as good as a Matter 5 for 
whatever then remains is but- to know 
the outward Regimen of Fire, for to help 
on Natures internal Work. 

‘As Geber thereunto beareth-witne/s. 

‘Oreover be not various, fecking that 
. in many things which is verily but 
in one thing; for in all the world there 
is not-any one fubject but this: Ripley, 
after the Rehéarfal of all his Errors, tells 
you, That he never {aw true Work but 
one: And Geber, Exatte Cinguit). fingula 

Eee: Uilud 
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funms experti, idque probatis rationibus ee 
‘wihil invenimus preter folam uniuofane 
hnwiditatem penetrantem Cr tiugenten , 
exc. And Artephius faith, There is no 
other fubject in the World for this. Art, 
naming it, although in a Philofophick 
manner, wonderous fubtilly. I counfel 
thee, with Ripley, to learn to know this 
one thing which I have faithfully decla- 
red, and I know what I have declared ex. 

- perimentally to betrue: He that under- 
{tands me will have caufe to thank God 
and me for what Light I have given to 
Ripley He that with-me underftands 
Ripley willeafily difcern. 

With the fecond which is an humidity 
Vegetable reviving what carft was dead. + 

Ur feeond Water, or Mexftruum, ot 
“’ Fire, 1s our Elixir,. which is an Elix- 
ation of our Matters, or drawing forth 
the TinGure out of our diffolved Bo- 
dies; which doth caufe our dead Body 
to rife, and to {pring forth in Sprigs and 
Branches, like to the tender Grafs in the 
Spring out of the Field; and thisfolong 

until . 
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R6 An Expofition upon 

antil an intire Triprative. Union be made 

Of Body’, Soul and Spirit,” In this opera- 

tion our Body’ of the Sun hath its dead 

moles turned into a living quick ‘active 

Spirit, and our Compound after death be- 

gins to (prout, and to thew its true Vege- 

tative nature, it is indowed with a green 

Colour, which is the fign' of the growth of 

all things. os 

Both Principles Materials mus loofed be. 

HH" your Natures are changed, and 

hold one of another, and become 

oneinfeparably ; that is, the Solary Na- 

ture isnot to be. divided from the Mer- 

cury, nor the Fire from the Water, but 

with one the other isalwaysmoved 5 and 

fo though there yet be a fipering and an 

inferius , an afcendens and fubfidens, yet 

now quod eft fuperius eft ficut id quod eft 
qferius. 



And Formals, elie they and in little flead. 

Now between the two. Extreams of 
Mercury and Sulphur, you have a 

marvellous medium ingendered ; now the 
form of Gold is taken quite away, and it 
hath at prefent an accidental imperfect 
form, which is the mean through which 
it pafleth to its tranfcendent perfection, 

Theje Menftrues therefore know, I thee reed. 

Lago with all thy might to attain the 
* skill of thefe two firlt Menftruums 

Theoretically and Praétically 5 the firft is 
to be by thee prepared and proportioned 
in the beginning, before thou attempt 
any thing. . When thou haft the true 
Nymphs Bath, then joyn this Spoufe with 
her beloved Husband, and fe if the will 
make his Body fall to funder in impalpa- 
ble Atoms: Then let Szturz be thy Cham- 
berlain, and let him gather together thefe 
diflevered members, and of them mike 
one broth, in which is blacknefs com- 
pleat, after which followeth greennefé ; 
’ and 
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88 An Expofition upon 
and then fhalt thou know that thy Com- 
pound is by the living God.endowed with 
a vegetable Soul. | 

Without the which neither true C. alcination 
Done way he, nor true Diffolution. 

E who knoweth not the Myftery of 
 thefe two Menftrues, can never at- 

tain either to Calcination or Diffolution 
of the Philofophers: The Myftery of the 
firft confifts in the acuating of thy Vine- 
gar with the Blood of our Green Lyon, 
and the Soul of the Frery Dragoz, which 
is by feven /agles, which are feven Co- 
hobations and Depurations of thy femi- 
nine Sperm, till 1¢ conceive a {piritual 
Teed, or true natural heat, to animate thy 
young King, 

The Myltery of the fecond Mex/true 
eonfiftsin the true proportion of thy firtt 
Water, with its own Body, and the ad- 
miniftration of true heat external, by 
which the combat between the Fagles 
and the Lyow may be ftirred up; thus {hall 
the Duel be ended, the Zyox rent in pie- 
ces, and the Carrion of its Carcafs oe 

kil 
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kill the Eagles; and out of thefe Atoms 
fhall the (econd Water be made apparent 
by Diflolution. 

With the third Humidity moft perneanent. 

apes third Menftrueisby Artephius cal- 
led the fecond Water, for our fe- 

cond he doth joyn together with the firft 5 
although where he doth particularize the 
three Fires, he doth then diftinguifh 
three’ Menftrunms. 

- Theslike courfé: many Philofophers 
have ufedinthe defcription of their Ope- 
rations, fome omitting the firft, or at leaft 
confounding it with the {econd, for 
the greatewobfeuring of the Art: 

But we have (beyond what any have 
hitherto performed ) particularly infifted 
upon the three in order, and have taken 
more pains insthe difcovery of the firft, 
becaufé the’ wifé’ Ancients ‘have’ taken 
fiich pains toconceal that moft's and after 
that we have:made an orderly proceed- 
ing:tothe fecond, which we have in like 
fort handled, and this being performed; 
we do now addrefs our’ felves to the 
third. : This 

Wylie 7] 
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An Expofttion upor 
er This called by Ripley a mott perm. 

ment Humidity: and note. by the way, 

that the firft Water is called by Authots 
a permanent Water likewife; but take 
notice that there i$ a different rea(Gn for 
each denomination; for firft of all, all 
Mercury 1s Water permanent, that, is; the 
-parts have no Heterogeneity, they will 
not leave one another inthe éxamen of 
the Fire, but either all flyes and is uncon- 

-ftant, or elfe all abides and is-conftant in 
the tryal of Vulcaz : andf6.1s our firft 
Menftrini. Andin thisour, Mercury and 
Common Mercury agree, befides the iden- 

‘tity of matter, for it is,theform only 
_that diftinguifheth them: ; But inthe next 
place, our Water is permdnent. with the 
Body, which Common Mertury. is. not 

that is, it. by ‘digeftion doth-unite, not 
only adhere: to it;, (o that both together 
“do make one fydividunw; which is done 
by. our fecret Conjunction, | But Jaftly, 

_ when the Body is thus by our Water. re- 
- duced, at Jaft. it comes that the four Ele- 
ments are united in this,Water.. After 
‘Putrefaction and. Purification, which js 
othe, laft. moft-laudable Letraptive Con- 

junction, 
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junction, and. now, the, Tincture is the 
Spirit, and the Spirit is the Soul, and the 
Soul is the Body, and all] thefe are one. 

Incombustible and un@uous in his Nature. 

"THis is our true Incombuftible, Mer- 
cury, for it is totally purged from all 

its burning feculency ; Go/d though it be 
a pure Metal; in refpect of others.which 
are imperfect,’ yet. compared with jour 
Stone it hath alfo its feces; but.this 
when it is taken away by PutrefaGion 
and Ablution, then becomes’a. tezal fepa- 
ration of what is precious from what is 
vile, and as the Philofopher well faith; In 
the troubles of this.our {tormy, Sea, all 
that is pure will afcend, and_,all that)1s 
impure. defcend and will) abide in. the 
bottom .of the Veffel.im the form. ofja 
combuft Earth:; then is made the new 
Heaven and the new Earth, pray to God 
then that thou mayft {ee when there fhall 
be ‘no more Sea. Yet I fay, before thou 
haft this final Inceration, thou _haft. this 
moft. incombultible MezS#runw, and moft 
permanent, in which Nature: and. Art 

q 

have: 
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62 An Expofition upon 
have con{pired and made a Purification, 
beyond what Nature alone could ever 
have brought to pa(s. | 

Therefore this Mercury, though it be 
liquid: and in. the form of Mercury; itis 
notwithftanding Unduous, that is, great 
with Child, which Child is Sulphur, which 
Sulphur it will in the etid bring forth; 
and {hall then be fealed up in the’ belly 
of this Infant; which is wheri all is fixed; 
and Mercury is then hidden under the 
fixity of Sulphur. 

Hermes Tree unto Afhes ix burnt. 

T- doth therefore naturally incline it 
= felf unto Inceration; for Earth js the 
Nurfe of our Stone, and init is its virtue 
attained, and its perfection intire, accor= 
ding to noble Hermes in his Swzracdine 
Tables Vs (faith he) és eft integra ft 
verfa fuerzt\ in terram. By vertue of this 
third permiafient pure iticombuftible Wa- 
ter, thou fhalt at laft attain a total In- 
ceration $ for this Water though it be 
wholly Mercurial to fight; yet hath-it in 
its own Bowels its own Swiphur, nay-it 

| al 
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for when the pores of it are opened by. 
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all Sudphur, and that all incombuftible. 
This work is called the burning of Her- 
mes Tree to Athes, which is done thrice 
firft, into a black unGuous Calx, as im- 
palpable as Atoms, which are only to be 
difcerned in the Sun-beams : {econdly, 
into a fine white Calx, in which is the 
Moon in the full: the third; a red Calx, 
in which the Sux is Orient. - Now know 
that the firft Calcination is from the ver- 
tue of the Suz, in which the Suz feeks to 
rife, but by reafon of the equal oppofi- 
tion it finds ftom the water, it is be- 
Clouded, and after through the interpo- 
fition of the Earth, totally Eclipfed. 

This Fire therefore, becaufe of the 
mixture of it with the natural Fire of 
Sol, which is in it diffolved, is called un- 
natural; the firlt Fire of our Water is 
called Fire againft nature, ‘and the Fire 
of the Sulphur of the perfed Body is.cal- 
Fed Fire of nature. In this operation, 
through the power and will of the Al- 
mighty, the Body which hath been {© 
long dead, is by this Water quickned, 
and actually fprouts like to a Vegetable’; 

the 
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64 An Expofition upon 
the moiftning of our Water, it ftraighe 
begins to follow the Spirit upon the Fire, 
the Spirit then doth mount aloft ; which: 
the Body thus made tender cannot fol- 
low, but as the Poet faith, zon paffibus 
équis, as a Son that is little followeth his 
Father. It therefore in a token of its 
friend(hip with the Water, doth bud 
forth like to the tendér Froft upon the 
furface of the Earth, and retains.a quan- 
tity of the Water with it (elf occupying: 
a middle room betwecn the bottom and’ 
the top; in which refpects the Philofo- 
phers have called it their Soul, which to’ 
fhew its union to the Body, rifeth no’ 
higher then it can have a’ root or Bafis 
below 3 and to manifeft its love to the 
Spirit, ic doth as it were climb after it 
higher and higher for its feafon, until ae | 
length it return from whence it came >. | 
And verily this Soul is the Magneticak 
Medium between the Spirit and the Bo- 
dy, which doth defire the Spirit as its: 
true drink; and therefore as it grows 
dry, it doth attract the greater drops of 
fweat, which falling to the Earth, arife: 
in a pleafant fume, and do moiften the 

grow- 



reafon of which it grows every day more 
and more. 

This Tree of ours fome have compa~ 
red to one thing, and fome to another 3 
fome to'a Cyprefs or Fir-Tree , which 
indeed may feem to refemble it 5 others 
to Haw-Thorn Trees, as Répléy in his 
Gate of Cibatiew 5 others to Shrubs and 
Buihes, others to thick Woods, and in 
thefe Woods, faith Lambfprint, there is 
a Beaft all over black. I confefs there is 
4 fimilitude between our Germination, 
and all thefe ; others, becaufe of the 
Humidity of the Compound, which is 
ever and anon returning by drops, have 
likened it to a moorith low Bog, in which. 
Ruthes grow, and Toads keep; others 
have called it their Coral, which is ine. 
deed the fitteft comparifon, for in our 
Tree there are Shoots and Sprigs, with- 
out any thing that may be properly 
likened to Leaves: as then Coral is an 
union of a Vegetable and a Stony na- 
ture, {0 is it in our Tree, ( for Stones, 
and Minerals are of one Compofition Jour 
Tree is Metalline, and yet through the 

3 po wee. 
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growing virtue with a pleafant dew, by 
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Au Expofition upon 
power of God. it {eems to Vegetate. 
aly. Coral grows under the water, where 
one would think no Vegetable could 
grow ; ours alfo grows in a heat in which 
no Vegetable but it felf can grow. 
3ly. Coral hath many Sprigs and Bran- 
ches without Leaves; {0 is our Tree. 
4ly Coral as it is under_water hath 2 
moft exquifite biting taft, which in the 
Air it quickly lofeth ; fo our Stone, or 
Tree Metaline, in its place is of a pon- 
tique Fiery nature, but taken out, it in 
a {hort {pace lofeth. the {ame irrecovera- 
bly. 5ly..There are five forts of Coral, 
the common Gray, the Milk White, the 
Green, the Bloud Red, and the Black 5 
fo our Tree is at his periods of all thefe 
colours, and in this form, which Tree by 
the heat of the Fire is dryed to a Calx, 
which is called the Athes of Fermes Tree. 
Laftly, Coral is. more heavy. then. any 
other Vegetable ; and {ois our Tree be- 
yond all Vegetables, yea and Coral it 
felf in ponderofity. It was not there- 
fore a fortuitous comparifon that Philo- 
fophers named their Maftery the Tree of 
the Eefherzdes, nor is it in-vain that they 

bring 
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bring in ‘Jafoz pouring Broth at the Root 
of it to attain the Maftery $ for verily 
the wife Philofopher (noted by Fafon ) 
fo governing his Fire, that the Lunary 
or Water of the Mooxz may return to the 
Earth in which thefé Trees grow, the 
Earth will at length be fo dryed by the 
heat of the Suva, that it fhall afford the 
Tree no more moifture ; then ‘hall the 
Tree it felf be calcined by the prevailing 
heat, into a Powder impalpable’,  firft 
black, then white, then red.\; Therefore 
is our little Glafs by Flammef in his Sum- 
mary named the Philofophers Garden, in 
which the Suz rifeth and fetreth, and the 
Philofophers Tree is moiftned with the 
dew of Heaven day and night without 
intermiflion. | 

It is our natural Fire oft fure- 

“hay Mercury drawn out of ‘the ‘Sux is 
the true natural: heat, in the acua- 

ting and ftirring up of which 1s the whole 
fecret of the Maftery 5 this' 1s the honou- 
red! Salt, when this 1s made to appear thy 
operations will be fo-admirable, thar they 
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68 | An Expofition upon 
will takeup thy whole worldly content} 
and with their variety the time will (eem 
fo fhort, that thou wilt not take notice of 
any tedioufnefs in the paffing of it. 

Our Mercury, our S ulpbur, our Tindure pure. 

1S dee is. our Mercury which cannot be 
attained with money, which is no- 

thing but Swphur, and Sulphur which is 
nothing but Tincture, in which all Ele- 
ments are proportioned perfectly. 

Our Soul, our Stone born up with wind, 
lu the Earth ingendred. Bear this in mind. 

i la is our Body, which is now be- 
* come all Soul and all Spirit, all*the 

pure parts are feparated now total] y from 
the uncleannefs_ of the dead 3 it is our 
Stone, though it be as yet volatile, yet it 
hath all in it effential to our Stone, and 
therefore though it fly and. fublime for 
the {pace of feven times, yet his Nurfe is 
the Earth, and therefore to it as to its 
Neftjt returns, and in feven {ublimations 
what was before all Heaven, will now 
Pr bel ts UK ee bee Ut es ee ee become 
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become all Earth. And this is the period 
of all the Rotations, and Natures con- 
fummation, : 

This Stone alfo tell thee I dave, 
Is the vapour of Metals potential. 

Nd now if any fhould demand of ‘us 
4% what our Stone is, we fhall anfwer 
him, that itis Gold digefted to its height 
of purity and perfection, through the co- 
operation of Art and Nature ; but the 
means to get this, is to learn to turn thy 
Body into a vapour, that is, into Mercury, 
which then afcends in form of a vapour. 

How thon fhalt get it thou muft beware, 
For Invifible truly is this Menftrual. (cal, 
Howbeit with the fecond Water Philofoj hi- 
By feparation of Elements it may appear 
To fight in form of Water clear. 

Ut the means to attain this is not a 
light work, it requires a profound 

meditation, for this isthe Seed of Gold, 
(which as the Poet fang, reclefa refedit 
longivs) it is involved in many links, 

a E 4 and 
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»and-held Prifoner as it werein a deep 
-Dungeon; fo.that as the noble Sandivow 
hath it, it is the work of a very wife 
Philofopher to let loofe Sulphur; he that 
knows not/our two firlt Mezftruals, is 
altogether fhut out from attaining to the 
fight of this third and Jaft Menftrue 5 yet 
he} who knows how to prepare the firft 
‘Water, and:to. joyn it to the Body ina 
jult. pondus, to {hut it up. in its Veflel 
Philofophically, until the Infant be for- 
med, and.what is the greate{t.of all, to 
govern his Fire dexteroully, {0 as to che- 
xifh Internal heat with External, and can 
wait with patience till he fee his figns, 
he fhall fee the firft Water will work on 
the Bodyytill ic hath opened >the: pores, - 
and extratted partly the Tincture of Soi. 
‘which as it.comes out gradually, {0 it 
contelts with the firft Fire again{t Na- 
ture, fo long till they be reconciled in 
an imperfect medium ; in which they, 
like to weary, wounded Combatants, lye 
galping and-panting for breath, and_at 
Jength dyes, and then appears the fecond 
Water of the wife, which doth afcend 
and defcend {0 long till it ruine the dead Lae 3 Car. 
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Carkafs, and then a Soul comes into ie, 
and it vegetates and circulates, and chan- 
geth colours fo long, tll Blacknefs vanith- 
ing there be made a perfe& union and 
univerfal temperament of Elemental qua- 
lities, never more to contend together : 
then the whole Compound for a time 
appears like to a new glorious Water, 
glittering like. Oriental Pearls, and 
Fifh-eyes. 

Of this Menfirue by labour excuberate, 
Hh ith it may. be made Sulphur of Natures 

His is it which Aaymund calls his 
Mercury exuberate, as much as to 

ai Mercury with Child ; Artephius cal- 
leth it, the Salt pregnant, ford it. hath Sul- - 
phur actual lly hidden. under the Mercurial 
quicknefs; therefore it by digeftion is 
eafily turned into our Stone,’ which is 
Sulphur, or kire of Nature. 
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[fit be well and kindly acuate, 
And circulate into a Spirit pure, 
Lhen to diffolue thou must be fure 
Lhy bafe with it in divers wife, 
As thou fhalt kuow by thy prafife, 
That point, &c. : 

THs Mereury thus renavate or new 
born, may by the Philofopher be 

diverfly handled ; for he may take his 
work from the Fire, and circulate and 
eohobate this Mercury by a peculiar ope- 
ration, which 1s partly Mechanical, till he 
have a moft admirable pure fubtile Spi- 
rit, in which he may diffolve Pearls and 
all Gems, and multiply them or his Red 
Stone, before 1t be united with a Metal 
in projection for the making of Aurum 
‘Potabile. And in this Mercury thus cir- 
culated, is doubtlefs the Myftery of the 
never-fading Light, which I have aétually 
{een, but yet not practically made. Ina 
word, every one who hath this exube- 
rate Mercury, hath indeed at command 
the fubje& of wonders, which he may 
imploy himfelf many ways in both admi- 

rably 
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rably and pleafantly. And certainly he 
that hath this, needs no information from 
another ;' himfelf now ftanding in the 
Centre, he may eafily view the Circum- 
ference, and then operation will be, next 
to the Spirit of God, his beft Guide. 
Know then, that if thou be a’Son of Art, 
when thou art once arrived hither, thou 
art fo far from being at the end of thy 
fearch, Cunlefs thou make Gold to be 
thy final object, and fo thou fhalt never 
come hither) that thou art but now 
come into the Myftical School of the 
hidden wonders of God, in which thou 
inayft every day fee new Miracles, if 
thou be ftudious and defirous of know- 
ledge, which all Adepti are; they prize 
skill before any earthly thing, and there- 
fore refufe Honour and Pomp, and retire 
only to the beholding of God and his 
Works, in, this admirable Looking-glafs 
of the moft hidden Myfteries of Nature. 
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For fo together they may be circhlate, 
Lhat isthe bafe oyl and vegetable Menftrual, 
So that it be by labour exuberate, 
And made by craft a Stone celeftial. 

Wee doth not wifdom come naked, 
~ but with her fhe brings riches and 

length of days; for this exuberate Mer- 
cury is an Hermaphrodite, and may with- 
out taking out of the Glafg be citculated 
into a fifth Effence. 

Now the union between the two Prin- 
ciples, is the very true caufe ‘ofthis cir- 
culation; for though in this laft Mew- 
firune there is an infeparable onenefs ; 
yet the Components do give each their 
moft noble quality to exalt the’ tran{cen- 
dency of our Medicine)” The’ extreme 
Components of this third Menitruune, 
are the Sulphur and Mercuriality of the 
fecond ; as the firft Menftrue sand Sol 
our Body, were the extremes of the (e- 
cond. The bafe oy], our Sulphur is called, 
for he is the unuous Dragon, or Earth 
which lyes at bottom without wings, and 
asthe Bafis as it were of the Work. The 
eh aa Mer- 



Mercury is called Vegetable, for that i¢ 
flyes and returns, and makes the Earth to 
{prout and bud with tender branches. 
Thefe two (the bafe oy] or Su/phuy, and 
the vegetable MeaStrue ) at laft make one 
intire indivifible fubftance, which is of 
an Hermaphroditical quality, the Man is 
the Woman, and the Woman the Man ; 
the Sulphur the Mercury, and the Mercury 
is the Sulphur 5 in this refpect the Earth 
flyeth as if it were Heaven, and at length 
the Heaven will precipitate in the form 
of Earth, and then is our work at an end, 
there is the Harveft in the South, when 
the glorified Soul is become a fpiritual 
Body, which is called our Stone of Pat 
radile. 

the Preface of Sir G. Ripley: 9x, 
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Of nature fo Fiery that we it call, 
Our Bafilisk,, or our Cockatrice, 
Our great Flixir moft of price. 
For as the fight of the Bafilish his objett 
Killeth, fo flayeth it crude Mercury, 
When thereupon he is projed, 
lu twinkling of an eye moft fuddenly. — 
Lhat Mercury then teyneth permanently 
All Metals to Gold and Silver perftte. 
Thus guide thy bafe both red and white. 

THis Heavenly Earth is true Mineral 
Fire, which is then refembled to the 

Sun in its Summer Solftice 3 it is called 
Venom, becauile it penetrates Metals fo 
wonderfully 5 it is called our Bafilisk, our 
Cockatrice,our Tyriaz Poifon, though in- 
deed it be an excellent Medicine, in 
which refpect it is called our incompara- 
ble ineftimable Elixir. But the denomi- 
nation of Bafilisk it retains from its {tid- 
den operation upon Merégury 3 for it pe- 
netrates it in projection, as warm Oyl 
runs into finking Paper, even to the pro- 
fundity of it, Let thy Mercury therefore 
be taken as it is crude bought at the 

Apo- 
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Apothecaries, and thou fhalt fet it in a 
Crucible to the Fire, in fuch a heat as the 
Mercury may not fume ; and when it is 
fo hot that it is ready to fly, which you 
fhall difcern by a fpurtling noife, throw 
uponit of your Medicine as much as will 
teyne it, and you fhall fee that ina mio- 
ment it will enter it, and {traightway the 
Mercury \ofeth its flux, and ftands con= 
gealed. Then it is to be melted by a 
Fire of fufion, and you fhall find pure 
Gold or Silver, according to the quality 
of your Medicine. — But if you caft your 
high Elixir in too great.a quantity on 
Mercury, you {hall find in the Crucible 
after projection, a brittle mafsof the qua- 
lity and colour of the firft Medicine, only 
of a lower virtue, which then you may 
project upon any inferiour Metal, and 1¢ 
will tranfmute it into moft perfe&. This. 
Operation 1s not apparent or to fight, as 
is the work of Sophifters, but it is both 
inward and outward, for it tran{muteth 
into a perfec {pecies, and not only to 
fhew. This is the way of projection both 
of thy white and thy red Quinteffences, 
firft to caft them upon Sof or Luna, ac- 

cording 
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78 An Expofition upon 
cording as thy Medicine is, and after that 
to make projection on Mercury again and 
again , till you find the true extent of 

the virtue of your Stone. 

Aurum Potabile thus is wade, 
Of Gold not commonly calcinate. 

| toe now I come to the fécond reward 
that Wifdom doth bring with her, 

and that is length of dayss-and here I 
have tranfpofed fome few Veries of Rip- 
leys concerning Aurun Potabile , that 
what he faith in this point may be repre- 
{ented in view together, Method inviting 
me to it. Some propound the Medicine 
of Aurum Potabile to be Extracted out of 
Sol pure, by corroding ‘with Aqua Re- 
gia, and afterwards | levigating it by rei- 
terate Calcinations'in the Fire, and ma- 
tual Contritions. This Calx fo fubti- 
Tees ed, fome attempt.to refolve by J Vlen- 

frues, (as they. cali.t hem ) but in vain, 

there e being only one. Menstruam that 
hath the power to refolve both Gold, and 
all <ublunary. Bodies, to their firt matter. 
Paracelfis the fir Author of this; did 

name 



the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. 39 
name this diffolving Water his Alkaheft, 
his /gxis Gebenne, bis' (orroftonm fpeczf- 
cum, With many other names. This Me- 
dicine thus made of Gold by the Alka- 
heft, as it is Philofophical and réal, {0 it 
is very excellent, and Known only to the 
Md pte isi a))8 hi A ew . 

Yet this 1s not our great Medicine, for 
this being but a refolution of Géld in its 
unary fimplicity,- doth afford to us only 
the moft exquifite Medicine that is in 
Gold, as itis made and left by Nature, 
Which partly for its. fimple vertue, and 
partly for its Metallick determination, 
doth not enter our Conftitutive Princi- 
ples, and conféquently cannot touch or 
seach long life. 

But of our TinFure which will not fade, 
Out of our base drawn by our Menitrue 

circalate. 

Ba when as we have by our Art exala 
ted: Gold from an unary to a mille= 

hary perfection, and advanced it from its 
grofs corpulency to a Spiritual Tincture, 
which is unfading, and of all Sublunary. 
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80 An Expofition upon 
thingsthe. moft durable, then out of this 
fo..glorious and triumphant. in an. uni- 
vérfal virtue, we-do-make an Oyl.fo cal- 
led: by us, (though it be permifcible by 
mixture in any -Liquor_) which Oyl 1s 
the very Tree,of Life, which prevails 
and triumphs over all the Miferies in 
the world.) ‘Forit 1s not Metallum, but 
tran{cending all Metalline things : This 
Tincture. is-extracted out of Gold, not as 
Ain&ures are drawn by the Saf Circula- 
tum of Paracelfus, but. by an univerfal 
changing of the Sicknefs of the Metalline 
off{pring, into aitrue pofture of Health 5 
by which. meansit is able-to heal all Me- 
talline, Bodies .from their Leprofie, and 
being refolved by its own Vegetable Hu- 
midity, which is our firlt Menftrue, circu- 
lated till the Water:have a ferment from 
the Bodies, and the. Bodies from the Wa- 
ter, it will give a Spiritual Tincture, 
fparkling like the flame, to taft moft 
(weet, to fmell moft pleafant, the moft 
aricomparable: ‘Treafure of the whole 
World. 

And 



the Preface of Sir G. Ripley. gs 

And for thy first gronnd principal. 
Underftand thy Waters Menstrual. 

New T return to that which went be- 
~’ fore concerning this Medicine, which 
1 pafied over in:that place; that | might 
here bring‘it ii together's and indeed He 
who will kfiow this Myftery, hée muft in 
the firft place learn’ to know his Ajex- 
jerual Waters ;’ for without this know- 
‘ledge he can never come to this Mattery ; 
for with the third Menitranzz, ( count- 
ing three according to Ripley ) or tHe 
fecond' Water} (making the firft and - 
cond into one, with 4rtephiys ) is this 
fragrant Balfam made: And verily the 
whole is but Cohobation, ‘the firlt Water 

n being cohobated fo long upon the! Bo- 
. dies, till it receive fron them ‘4 quality 
e, of natural heat’; yet fo as that the qua- 
i lity of its own Fire, which is corruptive, 

and fo againftNature, be mingled in wa | 
of ation and paffion with the natura! 
Fire. “This makes a Firé innattiral, and is 
the fecond Water, in which ‘coléurs rife 
and {et frequently, and then by cohoba- 

Fz ting: 

W( 
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. ting it till Fire of Nature have wholly 
fubdued his Adverfary, and made.a per- 
fect peace and union with it. Then all 1s 
Fire of Nature, then the Clouds are {Cat- 
tered and the Light appears; and this ts 
our third Water, the fubjet of wonders, 
which being one-alone, doth from that 
time all operations within it felf, con- 
gealing, relenting, calcining, exalting, 
fubliming and fixing all Elements, being 
linked here inviolably to the making up 
of that great Myfterium magnum, which 
Paracelfus defciibed, but knew it nots 
we both know it, and have feen it, and 
what we do know and have feen; we do 
faithfully relate. 

And when thou haft rtade Calcination, 
Iucreafing not waiting moifture radical, 
Until thy bafe by oft {ubtilation, 
Will lightly flow as Wax on a Metal. 

Then loofe it with thy Vegetable Menftrual, 
Till thou have Oy! thereof in colour bright. 

“Herefore labour thou to bring thy 
Gold to a Calcination, not by Cor- 

rofives, but by Mercury, not into a Pow- 
der 
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der red and dry, but into a Calx black 
and unctuous, and multiply moifture by 
our true Virgins Milk; then circulate 
thefe Natures together, till they will flow 
like unto Wax upon a Plate of Metal, 
which 1s the fign of the true Tincture of 
Tuna. Continue thy Fire till the fixe 
again relent of its own accord, till the 
dry become moift again, and till a Soul 
return ; then fhall thy Tinéture proceed 
forward to anew Germination, and {hall 
be indowed with a Vegetative Soul. Go- 
vern thy Bath {weetly, until thou have a 
Tin@ure of Citrine, which is a fign that 
thy Water is now impregnated with the 
Oyl immarceflible. 

Then is that Menitruum vifible to fight. 

{Hen fhalt thou difcover what before 
was hidden; and fee what before 

was invilible, and fhalt {ay with the Phi- 
lofopher, O Nature, how thou makeft 
Gold volatile that was moft fixed! There- 
fore have they paffed one into another. 

F 3 ep 
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AnOyl is drawe ont inthe: colowr:of Golds 

His is our, Virgins; Milk, of the Su, 
which is yellows. with this and our 

perfect Tintture, we’ make our Blefled 
Oy}; which hath not its.Peer,among. all 
the’ works of God, next to}the; Immortal 
Soul of, mianj. the Glafs. of ‘Tri-unity, the 
Sabbath» of perfection. _O /happy they 
that|attain soit! 

» Or like thereto out of fine red Lead, 

iccedaneum Of this, noble:Meédié 
1¢ is found in the loyns of Saturm, 

in th ‘Bins of our defpifed Infant . 
which feme \true.and ‘loyal, Sons.of.Na- 
ture, through the great mercy of God, 
have attained> without knowing | our 
great Arcanumwhicha man iidiuld think 
marvellous, 

This; ts-ourvred Lead, our Mercury 
effencificate and coagulated into achaes 
of. Spiritual Gold, ‘and: after’ :diffolved 
into a quinteffence as red as Bloud; 
which becaute i it 1s made out of the very 

Efien- 
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Effential Mercury of our Stone, which is 
our firit' Water, ‘I {hall leave‘ic undifco-- 
vered, which otherwifé Cifiitemight be 
explained without dangersof proftituting 
the other Secret to unworthy people ) 
I would for the good: of Mankind» pro= 
claim it with Trumpets: kos 

Which Raymund fad whew he was old; : 
Much more then Gold would ftand in fread. 

6 any Oy! or Quinteffence, this Balfam 
of Health, we do* therefore: prize 

for its wonderful virtue; not {6 muchifor 
that by means of it) Poverty, that gréat 
{nare, may be'avoided, “but for its won- 
derful prevailing excellency! againft-all 
Difeafes both of body’ and mind, as wit- 
nefleth Lully, Trevifan, Artephius, with 
that excellent Book intituled urea Horas 
or Confurgens Aurora. | 
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For when be was for Age near dead, 
Fe wade thereof Aurum Potabile, 

Which hin revived as men might fee. 

DY vertue of this Quinteffence Arte- 
1) phius teftifieth, that he lived above 

a thoufand years: Flammel alfo recor- 

deth of it, that it triumpheth over all 
the Miferies. of the World. Yohannes de 

Laznioro is more bold, and faith, that if 

in the Agofry of death’a man fhould taft 
but'a Grain of it, all the mortal Peftilence 
would depart fromhim. — ~ ee 
Since then this Knowledge is fo won- 
derfully profitable, being the very Look- 

ifig-glafs of Nature, the Antidote againtt 

Poverty and Sickne(s, and confequently 

the’ Cut-throat of .Covetoufnefs, Pride, 

Ambition, and fuch like fordid ‘Affedti-. 

ons, who would not beftow a little time 
in’ the Inquiry of it? In which let me 
affure thee in the very words of Trevifaz, 
the Art is fo plain, that if it were’ na- 

kedly de(cribed it would be contempti- 
big ‘And yet in vulgar Mechanicks, how 
frequent is it for men to ferve feven, 
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eight, yea ten years Apprentifhip to at- 
tainthem? And in fome that are a little 
more ingenious, how. frequently are con- 
fidérable fums of Money beftowed -to 
boot 2: Yet in this noble Art, fo far ex- 
celling all Humane Sciences as the Sun 
doth a Candle, who. will imploy himfelf 
with diligence ? unlefs it be (ome Money- 
minded Sots, who feek only for Riches; . 
and yet how foon are even they weary > 
So that few or none perfit in their In- 
quiry, fave a few Roguifh Sophifters 
who live by Cozening; by reafon of fuch 
the Artis {candalized, and ill fpoken of : 
Yet truft me, for I'fpeak knowingly, the 
Artis both true and eafie; yea fo eafie, 
thatif you did fee the Experiment, you 
could not believe it: I made.not five 
wrong Experiments in it, before I found’ 
the truth, although in fome particular 

turnings of the Excheirefis, L erred oft 5 
yet fo, as I in my error knew. my (elf a 
Mafter, and in lefs then full two year 
and a half, of:a vulgar Ignorawws, 1 be- 
came atrue Adept, and have the Secret’ 
through the goodnefs of God. And that 
this is true, there are thofe alive thagenn 
ieee ar 
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Se  ~An Expofition:upon 
bear ‘witne(S to this-my ‘writing, which® 

I‘penn’d ‘for ‘the fake’ of the Ingenious, 
that) they may have: Ariadne’s thread 
{tretched out to guide them 5 {0 with'the 
bleffing’ of God they fhall’ by their ‘own 
BExperience{ée and know; that’ wrote 

nothing butwhat the Light of Experi-. 
ence! (far ‘beyond all imaginary conje- 
Cures). hath taught me‘to be true. 

Ae nore wny Mufe , let it’ not irksome 
feem : | | 

To thee of Natures MySteriesto fing; * 
Thofe hidden Myfteries which many deem 
Nought but délufions with them for to ‘bring. 
This i th’ opinion of theVuléar ride, 
To whou there's hardly any felcouth thing, 
But fees a Juggling trick, that would 

delude 
Their fancies with an empty wondering 5 
Therefore again $? it they with thundering: 
© words'do ving, 

There-is’a fiery Stone of P aradife, 
So call'd becanfe of its Celeftial hem, 
Named of Ancient years by Sages wife 
Elixir; wade of Earth and Heaven new, 

Ana: 
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Anatically mint 5) firange to relate, 
Sought for by many, but found out by fers 
Above vitiffitndes of Nature; and:by fate 
Tventortal; like'a Body fixt to shew, 
Whofe penetrative vertye proves ai, Spirit 

true. 

His property 7s as\the Sages told, 
Metals imperfect ( which beforewould barn. 
Six to tranfuute into most perf Gold, 
And five into the finest Siloer turn, 
Not equalled: by Metals of the Mines 
Which while fome feek, they madly feem 

tor [pur 9% : : 
The pricks, which proves in th’ end» a bad 

defigirs 
And gives them caufe fadlyvat-length to : 
mbourns > yh 

And to bewail their deftiny.like\ men for- 
lorn. 

For why, they da‘aot well premeditate 
The nature of the thing they would: attain + 
The only thirst of Gain doth animate 
Thefé Gold-adoring wretches, who wtain- 

tain ON 
Lbeir nad expencewith nany acurfed lye; 

a 7% 2 ; Nor 
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Nor from falfe perjury will they refrain : 
Lhus they allure fools by flattery, 
To trust their dotage for the hope of gain, 
Lhis laft fo long, till in the fads they both 

Veutaite. 

Then Covetoufre(s wrangles with Deceit, 
And curfes bin for all his lewd expence ; 
Lhe other being coufcious of his cheat, 
With fubtle words doth make a fly defence. 
But what is pat can never be recall d, 
Lhis grieves the Churl, who vows for that 

fence | : eS 0 
He'l have the Fugglers future pranks fore- 

i'd, \ | ak A, 

Lays him in Gaol, O monftrows change ! 
from thence | 

The great Stone-maker through a Grete doth 
beg for peuces at: 

But he whe will a ftudious Searcher be 
Of Truth, let him fuch Sopbifters efchew, 
And if he will but be advis'd by me, 
Of falle ways I'le hime warn, and fhew him 

tyne. 

Beg humbly of thy God to be thy guide, 
For thou-muft pafs through bidden ways, “4 

few raced 3 
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the Preface of Sir G. Ripley: ox 
Traced 5 and that thy {uit be not deny'd, 
Iutreat of him thy heart for to renew, 
Thus qualifi'd thou may$t thy Journey nee 

Ver rhe. 

Next learn to kuow the different Kingdoms 
taree, 

Se which all fublunary things are wrought, 
Unveil the hidden Bodies, whofe degree 
Is noble, though their place full low be 

fought ; : 
Lin sahich refpeé they bear the Planets 

AMES, 
Aud they to fuch aVirtue may be brought, 
Which anfwer may the painful Chymiff’s 

atts, . 
And it perforwe, which will furpafs the 

thought 
Of the rude Vulgar, who by only Sexfe are 

taughts 

The Wife mens Books with diligence pern(e, 
From which, if diligent, thon mayft dif- 

cern 
What fubstance ‘tis they for their Matter 

chu 

y 
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They tell thee eke-what thingsthou fhonldé 

refules ie 
ad of erroneous Works they will thee warn; 
Their counfel take, o foalt thou never lofe 
Thy coft we labour 3 alfo thou mayft earn 
Riches and Health, thesoue to other’ fub- 

aliern. 

Tet pains and labour fee thou.do not grudge, 
Nor coft, although a:little will fuffices 
Yet Truth at firft to find thou may not judge, 
‘Tis well if faults at length will make thee 

wife : | 
Nor be thon over-heady to-believe  . (nice 
The Shell of words, whichthewe who are wot 
To fever Truth frou Falfhood, do deceive, 
Lhattheyto win 4 fhadowlofe a prize : 
To fever Corn front Straw I therefore you 

advife. 

And if you pleafe to take me for your Guide, 
Tle:youvunto.a goodly Castle lead, 
A Caftleswhich to-bold all proof is tryd, 
So that there's none within its Walls may 
wWreadiy 
But he who frvourd is with fpecial Grate, 
No. otherstitleanyone may plead : | 
qo | And 
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And fhe who is Queen-Regent of the place, 
Is Nature call d; fhe in Jehovah's ifiead 
Doth fit and rule, for fhenext under God 

. Flead. | 

This Caftle round ‘by force Inexpugnable, 
Whofe Compofition's Homogeneal, 
Immortal ever ftands, that none is-able 
To conquer it by force, though frand withall 
Concur 5 its ftanding is fovfirmly ftable, 
No. way to ftorm it, though we. could recall 
Great Hercules, ‘tzs fo inviolable : 
And yet withall its Beauty is fo amiable. 

Twelve Gates it hath, and yet they are but 
one, 

And thefe twelve-Gates-have-but-one only 
Lock, 

So that you either open all or none 5 
Nor can you force it open with a knock, 
For violence cannot it break in funder, 
Lhofe who attempt it the event doth mocks 
Nay though you could call down the dread- 

ful Thunder, Ht 
It would nothing avail, who fo his ftock ih 
Shall thus imploy, may walk at length in i 

thread-bare Cloak. Hh 
There 1), 
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There is one only Key, this learn to know ~ 

And make. then] will you a Mafter name. 

This Key the entrance of the T ock will fhow; 

And being enter'd will unlock the fame: 

| Which being done, to you fall opex fly 

The twelve Gates of this Caftle , great in 

fame, . ba SD Fe A 

Little in bulk, which once I did efpy 5 
Alfo within it a moft nobleGame _ ; 
Fought twixt an Eagle volant, and aLyon 

tame. 
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; Sir GEORGE RiPL EY’: 

Compound of eAlchymie 
Expounded bya Son of Ant. 

-. The firft.Gate opened, i 
a) Which is 

CALCINATION: 
Calcination is the Purgation of our Stone. 

' X TE have led thee as it were by, 
the hand through many a 

| "| walte Field, and many a De- 
fart and Thicket, and now lift up your 
eyes and behold where you are, and. 
now welcom my Friend into the Garden 
of the Philofophers ; here you may be-, 
hold ¢ like a Landskip)) avery glorious. 
Caftle, walled about with a.very high: 
wall,: and. twelve Gates one followin 
another hindering: your entrance and, 

G 2 polleffiion 
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98 An Expofition wpon 
pofleffion of it at will, one being opened 
the reft open of themfelves, and yield 
to thee a far more renowned Conqueft, 
thenever Cefaror Alexander won. The 
firft Gate loe is as it were dug hollow 
into the Earth; and little to be feen above 
the Superficies: view well the Infcrip- 
tion which is written over it, which is 
the words of that Curfé which God in- 
flited on Adam, in the-day that he fell, 
Dujt thou art, and: unto Duft thon halt re- 
turn. Mark the Efcutcheon that is fet 
forth upon the Gate, this fignifies unto 
thee, that fome Great Perfon is dead 
within, therefore behold the Attendants 
all {tand in Mourning; among{t whom 
one with this verfe of Solomon , I an 
black, but comely, Onc. 

This Lady the Sages have called Funo, 
or the Metallick Nature, which is indeed 
very comely, yet black, for why the Sun 
hath fhined upon her. Another who 
feems to fupply the roomi of the Porter, 
{peaks unto you inthefé words, Nothing 
entreth hither that defileth, or that is un- 
clean. But enough of this, we muft not 
here ftand gazing, left we be taken for 

Spyess 
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Spyes 3 but we will knock for a Guide; 
who may go along with us; for know 
that this Caftle is a Garrifon, and mutt 
not be viewed without a Guide, who 
may conduct us in and out, and fhew us 
what the places are through which we 
pafg. And now he is come T thall ac- 
quaint you fomewhat of his conditions, 

that you may know how to pleafé him, 
that he may be the more willing to go 
along with you in the right way, and 
not leave you, as he hath done fome, nor 
miflead you, as he hath done others, who 
when they have attempted this work 
with good fuccefs in the knowledge of 
matters requifite, they notwith{tanding 
have fatally erred, not knowing how to 
pleafe their Guide, who hath a humour 
of his own not to be equalled in the 
World; and if you make him either ful- 
len, or cholerick, you had as good give 
over the enterprife. 

Firft of all then know, that for his 
parts he is a very ftupid Fool, there is 
none more fimple among all his Bre- 
thren 3 yet is he moft faithfull to his 
Lord, and: doth all things for him moft 

oF pru. 
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prudently, ordering all things, in the Fae . 

may rather” 
afcribe to anatural inftincé, then.to any 

. 

mily very difcreetly 5 which 

quicknefs of parts. He is very faithful, 
for that caufé he will never either ask or 

anfwer any, queftion, but goes on filent- : 
ly : ‘Nor will he ever.go before you, but 
follow ; you. mufkbe very. wary how you 
lead him, if he can find an. opportunity 
he will give you the flip, and leave you 
to.a world of misfortune. By his coun- 
tenance you fhall know whether he be 
pleafed or difpleafed ; therefore lay bonds 
on him, that is, fhut him clofe where he 
may not get forth, then go wiflely be- 
fore. with heat, and ever. obferve his 
countenance. as he follows ; his anger 
you {hall know, by, rednefs in his coun- 
tenance, and his fullennefs by his lumpi(h 
behaviour ; in his good temper he 1s in- 
different active and merry ; and fo you 
fhall pafs on forward, or turn, or go back, 
as"you fee his countenance and temper 
inclined, In the next place. you are ta 
underftand, that he was born to be a 
drudge, and is the very Servant, unto all 
his Brethren; and hereupon he doth as it 
Lappe | were 
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were monopolize the whole toy] and 
task of Jabour to himfelf, and if you go 
about to do. any thing, he will prefently 
take f{nuff, and will leave you all the 
work to do, and will not do one ftroke 
more. 7 

Thirdly, he through Jong cuftom hath 
gotten a habit. of perpetual working, 
and therefore if you allow him one hours 
refpite, he will never work more; for 
in. his Fathers houfe he committed the 
offence of Cham, and is therefore judged 
to bea Servant of Servants: his body is 
very tender and naked, yet will he have 
no Cloaths, nor will he endure any Con- 
folidation of parts without exception 5 
for in his youth he offended with Rubex, 
and went up to his Fathers Couch, and 
was for that doomed to a perpetual ine 
con{tancy , and is as unftable as Water. 
Thefe in general are the qualifications of 
your Guide, and you mutt addrefs your 
{elf to him accordingly, or elfe your la- 
bour-will be in vain. 

G 4 Rez 
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Reftoring alfo of his natural heat. 
Of Radical humidity it lofeth none, 
Inducing folution into our Stone moft meet. 

THe firft place whichyou come to, wor- 
thy your obfervation,is a large Room 

floored with black, the Hangings part 
black, bluifh, and yellowith, if which 
you may fee a Carcafs intombed, and 
very rotten; a Serpent almoftdead with © 
cold, laid to the fire, and a Fountain ftill 
flowing forth to water a Pot which is 
nigh toit, in which is planted an Herb 
much like to Ros fol, only it hath the 
Root black, the Leaves yellow, with 
bluifh veins and black {pots in them con- 
tinually ftanding in a dew, and over it 
the Sun as in the Solftice, fhining in its 
full vigour, and under it a Fire, as it 
were of £tva burning continually. The 
Fountain fill fends a few (mall {treams of 
Pearly water to the Root of this Herb, 
which by infenfible pores afcend and 
ftand like drops difcoloured on the 
Leaves of the Herb, which feems as 
though blafted and withering, and yet 

% always 



Sir G, Ripley's first Gate. 103 

always full of drops, which dropping 
down again, and rifing continually, do 
tefolve the Tree into a vifcous Juice, 
‘which is afterwards dried up into adry 
duft, yet unctuous to fight, and very © 
black. | 

After Philofophy I you bebight. 

le I Jift up mine eyes, and behold 
I faw Nature as a Queen glorioufly 

adorned, fitting upon her Throne, and in 
her hand a fair Book, which. was called, 
Philofophy Reftored to its Primitive Puri- 
tyswhom with low fubmiffion Idid obey- 
fance to, and fhe gracioufly took notice 
of me, and gave me this :Book to eat 
itup, which Idid, and ftraight-way fhe 
had another of the {ame in her hand : 
Then was my Underftanding {o enlight- 
ned, that I did fully apprehend all things 
which I {aw and heard ; and when I ap- 
proached to any Gate or Door, ftraight- 
way (as though they were atted by a 
fenfitive Spirit) they opened of their own 
accord: And all in the Houfe did fealty to 
me, and faid that I was to be honoured as 

Lard 
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Lord of the. place: For,.fay.they, the 
Queen and Fe are'in love united, and foe’ 
moreover hath plighted her.troth to hive. 
Then I confidered with my {elf and be- 
hold the Book that I had devoured (like 
a Charm) had fo commanded my Spirits, 
that I could think of nothing more than 
the enjoyment ofthis rare Beauty which 
I had beheld : And while I-was full of 
thefe thoughts, behold I heard a Voice 
behind me, faying, What wouldeft thon in 
this World? was a little aftonifhed .at 
the Voice, but yet boldly anfwered, No- 
thing but that [ might onee more fee that 
admirable Perfectioxz which once I beheld ix 
a. Nymph, which not long fince I faw, who 
with feeming affection did falute me, and 
gave me a Book to eat 3. which whex I had 
eaten, my InteLetinals feemed as though the 
Candle of the Lord had beenkindled inthem: 
But fince I could never fee her whom my 
Fleart longs for : Oh that I might only be fo 
happy again ! Then {aid theVoice,7hou art 
happy in that thou baft feen her, azore happy 
7H that She gave thee that Book, which jew 
iz an. Age.attain to + most happy in that 
thou couldeft and didi eat it, which every 

one 
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one that hath it-cannot do; She therefore 

‘whom thou feekeft for, is gone into her re- © 
tired Solitudes, and as a Legacy hath left 

thee two great Ireafures, the. Treafire of 
Riches, and, the Treafure of Long Lif ; 
Then faid I, 4h Sir,this you tell me of,is no- 
thingbut an aggravation of my mifery3 for all 
the wealth in this world I count but asa flraw 
in comparifon of the enjoyment of that moft 
admirable Lady's prefence, whofe Service 
I foould take for'a greater happinefs, than 
5 Iwere Mafter of all the World befides. 
Tf then I may not fee her again, my Life 
will be to me a burden, and to what then 
will Long Life avail 2’ Thus I fat be- 
moaning my felf, and I heard a fhrill 
Voice as it were clofe by me, and I look~ 
ed fuddenly, and behold an unfpeakable 
Light, in comparifon whereof the Sun it 
felf feemed dark 3 and clofe by me I faw* 
a moft fecret place, and in it’a fecret 
Room of Diaphanous matter, and round; 
and withinit this Lady whom I formerly 
had (een, upon her Throne 3 and another 
in the -perfon of a’ King, in molt gay Rai- 
ment, as if it were a Robe of beaten 
Gold, which reached from his {houlders 
be ' i ha , to 
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to the ground, and a Crown of ‘pure 
Gold on his head ; and a third perfon, 
who like a Water-bearer had a Pitcher 
on his fhoulder, and in the midft of ‘it 
there burned as it were a Lamp: The 
fight was excellent, yet I could not be 
pleafed, for that I {aw this Lady ftark na- 
ked with this King, fo in private; and 
while I viewed the Room, I found it was 
exquifitely clofed on every fide, fo that 
it feemed as if it were made of one intire 
piece of Cryftal. Imarvelled at what] 
{aw : for the Houfe was but {mall, the 
Chamber lefs, and the Ciofer of Cryttal 
to fight no bigger than a {mall Ego 5 and 
the three Parties, with all the Accoutre- 
ments of them, might well have been in- 
clofed ina Hazel Nut: Yet was their De- 
lineaments fo lively, that J might eafily 
difcern her intire fhape, whom I cou!d 
not but with diftraéted thoughtfilnefs 

and a fad countenance behold; which 
fhe perceiving, faid unto me, Friezd, Why 
art thou fad? I am not fad, quothl, zoft 
Noble Lady, but am penfively meditating 
on what I behold, which doth not a Little 
amaze me, the fight not being to be paral- 

kell 
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lell'd ix John Tradefcants Chamber of. Ra. 
rities, which is the Syftewe of the Novel 
Rarities of the known World : For whom] 
tately beheld glorious upon a Throne in the 
Majefly of 4 Queen, I now fee clotitered up 
in a {mall Diaphanows Pix, in a ftature 
fo fiall as is fearce credible: Moreover, 
whom I deemed fo pioufly virtuous a Lady, 
to be fo retiredly naked with a man, only at- 
tended with aWater-bearer, makes me ver 
thoughtful what this thing foould be. More- 
over, 7t was my hopes foto have ingratiated 
my felf into your favour, as to have been a 
Servant unto you, who I fee are otherwife 
provided of a Lover. ‘Then {aid the, My 
Friend, what you admire in this firange 
Metamorphofis of me, know that it is by a 
Magica! Vertue, which is alone pine to 
me frouz GOD, my immediate Lord and 
Kuler and for any Diabolical Art, which 
your Scruple feems to manifest your fufpition 
of, ## is becaufe of your unexperience in 
thefethings sand this your Ignorance is no 
way provoking unto me, for in thefe Affairs 
(though a nan) yet you are but a Childs 
and this liberty I allow all my Sons while 
they are Children, fo to peak, fo to think, 

an 
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fwer their childifh prattle.. Know then that: 

the Devil is but oneof my Servants, and 

in my Kingdone be doth ferve GOD, his 

and my Lord: Andthough of all my Ser- 

wants he isthe wordt; yet he can do Sonal 

- of bimfelf, either without me, or againft, 

me, or above me? He'for the moft part ws a 

deceitful “Jugler, and doth make things 

appear, that are not 5 but whatever is adu- 

ally effehed by hin, is nothing but what is 

in my Power: He only applies Agents to 

Patients, and adds a little of his own vil- 

lanous qualities, a a circumftantial agegra~ 

vation of the horror of what he thus ( by my 

virtue) brings to pafs, ‘and then his villa- 

nouns: mind attributes that to bimfelf, which 

is my AG, that fo be might arrogate the 

honour due to my Lord and his Mafter. 

Now I will tell you a firange thmg, which 
et is very true s 1 am obedient to all my 

Subjects, which are many, and they obey 

me: DPrnle then, and they do as it were in- 

force me, for fo my Lord hath pleafed to. 

ordain it > Tf they call me, T am ftraight 

at hands yea, in my Body which thou feeft 

(which is wa Body (but only reprefentative) 
| for 
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for Lam all Spirit) T feel the Sympathies 
and Antipathies, the Adions and Paffions 
of every thing in the World 5 and Van 
be always prefent, for nothing is or can be 
well done without I be prefent + I always 

. work according'to the fubjeét and its difpoft- 
tion, which doth alter the effett wonder uly. 
In a word, whatever thou feeft that I am,and 
wore then thon canft fee by far, though thon 
hadft the Fyes of Argus. “1M ly Rule is not 
a ts the Rale of Princes among Men, but 
I aw ferviceable to all, yea to the leaft 
Worm in theWorld s and becaufe I am fo 
Serviceable, therefore my Mafter hath ap- 
pointed that nothing can or may difobey wze, 
or offer violence to me the Devil here hath 
70 power, though malice enough : Therefore 
my Lord hath given me his own Diploma 
40 make me the wore Fonourable s Jirft, An 
Omnifciency of all things which are done in 
the World, as touching the Being, Conferva- 
tion, or Mutation of thems and next, An Ouniprefency, by which I am every where 

and I am feated in the 
Will of God, which is tay Centre, All my Subjects are put under Man, therefore he 
hath a free power to aif any thing within 

| his 
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his reach in the Worlds and the Soul of 

Man is as it were 2 Magnet unto me, and 

all my Subjeis, in its Exaltation and 

Union, by Faith to my Lord and Mafter 5 

though fince Man loft his Dignity, be lost 

alfo his Knowledge, and his Will is liable 

to the Teneptations of the Devil; and fo as 

ntany as by renouncing their Creator do de- 

vote themfelves fo Satan, he hath by bis c
on- 

federacy power to exalt their Will, and to 

apply their Power to the effeting of things 

polfible in Nature, | and impolfible. for the — | 

Devil to perform alone, ( whofe pride would 

feorn to crave help, if he could.) and beyoud 

the knowledge of the inthralled Caytiff, w
ho 

miftaking the effet, and not feeing how it 

was done by himfelf and not Satan (though 

his power for want of knowlédge to employ 

it, without his help were made ufe of by hin, 

and applied according to his own ‘Devilifh 

Defign) the Wretch is infrared to bind 

puer both his Soul and Rody tothe Devil, 
as 

a requital of this Service, fo crafty 4 De- 

ceiver is he. But this being from my pre- 

fent feope, I fall forbear to fpeak further of 

it at prefent, lest] fhould diftratt, not edifie | 

you. Now ws concerning your jealoufie for 
that 



that you fee me naked with this King, know 
that this place and my Kingdom are in the 
State of Innocency, though we are by the 
Fall of Adam laid fubjedt to Vanity 3 and 
til] the final Reititution of that Fall, I am 
forbidden to work any thing of my own ac- 
cord beyond the ftate of fading corruptibz- 
lity, though all things have an incorrupti- 
ble Spirit, which when Heaven and Earth 
Shall be renewed, fhall caufe an Ivmutable 
Glory in all thefe things, Kuow then that 
this King is my Servant, and he hath many 
Brethren who in their paffage to him are ta- 
ken Prifoners, and kept in bondage, and 
there is no way to Redeem them, unlef. he 
give his Flefh and Blood for their Ranfom, 
which cannot be effectual, unlefs he die and 
arife from the Dead : This I cannot per- 
form alone my felf, nor can any help me 
herein but Man alone 3 for God hath here 
limited my power, I cannot bring Agents 
and ‘Patients together, though he hath gi- 
wen ute power to work on them being compo- 
fed, and to effet what may ferve for the 
Ranfone of thofe poor Captives, and he hath 
given man a free power to at in fubordina= 
tion to hin in the ae though tinea? 

Fg 
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the Fall the Wings of this power are not clipt 
at dll, bin clogped with Ignorance, that it is 
very unefethal im comparison of its vir- 
ine. ° If thon ‘cowldeyt but nnder|tand and 

‘believe, thy very Soul would command all 
Nuture in the whole Fabrick of its: for if 
phon cLidst bot kyo’ things as they are, thou 
woiilde tt withal clearly fee the Dignity of 
‘thy Soul; being the Ineage of God 5 and this 
would commbind Faith, and kindle Defire ¢ 

Now Faith ard.a kindled Defire in the Soul 
is that extatical Paffion which attracts 
‘the whole Phenomena of Nature. This 
is the Dignity of @ Mental Man. Now 

then, my Friend, hearken tome, and what 

Tadvife, that'do 5 help mein what I can- 
not, and Iwill help thee in what thou canft 
not ; fo foalt thou be (to GOD fubordinxate) 
Lord both of me arid mines and the Blood 
of this King, which redeems bis Brethren, 
will give thee 'a Medicine to command all 
the Diperjetions of thy mortul Body; and 
though it be no Antidote again§t Death, 
the irrevocable Decree being past, yet it 
frinmphs over all the Miferiesof Life, both 
of Poverty and Sickne/s, and it poffeffeth a 
‘Man of the moit incomparable Treafures of 

this 
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this World. Then full of Admiration, © 
with Fears for very Joy trickling down 
abundantly, I befpake her, and faid, Za- 
dy, I thank you for your fo great: favour to 
me, as fo familiarly to difcour{e with we 5 
Now then, without any Complement, I ane 
yours Cad ufquearas) avd whatever yor 
pleafe, that will I do. ° Then {aid the, Uz- 
der this Chamber and 'C lofet there zs 2 Stove, 
put Fare into it, for this K; ing muft {reat to 
death. Ah fweet Lady, {aid 1, and what 
will become af you? Care wot you for that, 
faid fhe, do you as I bid yous But yet 
farther to fatisfie your curious mind, let me 
tell yon, That I indure without hurt the mofi 
violent Fives which are or can be made, for 
T anein then all, and no lefs in the mot 
frozen places. Then I confidered, and 
methought my Underftanding it was in- 
larged, and I perceived the extent of Na- 
ture, andof a fudden fhe appeared not 
to my fight; but where fhe was I faw a 
molt exquifite Light, which took up an 
incredible {mall room, and methoughts 
my Head feemed as it were diaphanous : 
And while I confidered thefe things, it 
came into my mind to wonder what was 
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become of my Guide, for I mifs‘d him. 
While thefe thoughts perplexed me, an 
An{wer was given, as if from an intelli- 
gent Spirit within the Glafs, faying, / et 
not thoughts fill your mind, he whone you 
feck is withws, for fo it muft be, this King 
is his Lord... This {traight made me view 
the complexion of the Watet-bearer, and 
his countenance told me that he was my 
very Guide: Then I viewed his Pitcher 
well, and I found that his Pitcher was 
clear as pure Silver ; and what was 
{trange, the Bearer, and the Pitcher, and 
the Water in it were one ; and in the 
midit of the Water, as it were in the ve- 
ry centre, there was a moft radiant 
twinkling Spark, which fent forth its 
Beams even to the very furface of the 
Water, and appeared as it-were a Lamp 
burning, and yet no way diftinguifhable 
from the Water. The Voice then {pake 
tomeafecond time, Delay zot to put Fire 
under us, and govern it as you {hall hear the 
Voice dire# you. Then J put Fire in at 
the open door at the top of the high Tur- 
ret, and Coals upon it, and caufed my 
doorsto be {topt both above and below, 

and 
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and on every fide 5 only by a: fecret paf- 
fage Iconveyed my Immortal Fire under 
the Chamber in which was. the Clofer, 
and forthwith when all things were heat- 
ed, the Water-bearer took his Pitcher, 
and through a {mall Pipe he poured out 
his Water, and the Fire came. out with 
the Water, without any particular fhape, 
only it added a luftre thereto; and no 
fooner was the Water poured forth, but 
the Water-bearer with his Pitcher popt 
as it were under the f{treams, and I faw 
them no more: And though the clearnefs 
of the Water did make it to appear as it 

‘ were Diaphanous, yet I found by a dili- 
gent view that it was not fo really, but 
only.as to apparency, and that it was in- 
deed very compact: And as I wiftfully 
beheld it, 1 {aw as it were a goodly La- 
dy in the midft of it, which was no way 
refembling the former Beauty which [| 
had difcourfed witha], whofe Name was 
Nature; yet indeed very beautiful, even 
to the parallel of Heleza. This Lady was 
-naked, and of an admirable fair comple- 
xioned Skin, as bright as the fineft Sil- . 
ver; at firft fhe appeared very {mall,and 

H 3 waxed 
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waxed bigeer andibigger, until the Wa- 

ter appeared ‘no more; but the her felf 
had tran(thuted its whole fubftance into 

Her fhape. « This'fight beheld with pity, 

for fhe (farunlike unto the firftLady) 

was wholly impatient of the heat which I 

had made,‘and yet was fo inclofed1n the 

Clofet that ‘fhe could ndt get out fhe 

{weat therefore even ‘as though fhe 

would melt, and{éemed as though con- 

titiually fainting : Then the King @who 

‘(eemed as it were glad of the heat) {eeing 

her knew‘ her to be his’Sifter,his Mother, 

anid his Wife,’ and compaflionating' :her 
‘eftate, | FanSunto her and:took her m-his 

Arms, ‘atid the'feeling him,.did foiftrong- 

‘ly embrace him, 'that-he could not (hake 

hher'off, and withsher {weat partly, and 
“partly withher tears, the did fo beftréam - 

\His/Kitigly Robes, which fhone likeunto 
Tags or Pafolus, thavthey were all fud- 

edenily' changed into aicolour Argent : the 
‘King loviie-her exceedingly, ‘asked her 
what the’ defired >? She: anfWered, That 

- her defire was to have of hint Conjugal Peal- 

“ty; for, {aid fhe, I cannotendure thisheat, 
but 1 wauft die in itjsand without mae: your 

: | High- 

"| _ > _———— <= 
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Highuefscanhave no Off-fpring + ;The 
King cea teh and phone her Re- 
queft, and {o-foom as fhe ¢onceiyed the 
Kings Seed, fhe {aid that fhe. was better 
able to endure the Fire which did pre- 
vail upon her., 

_, Therefore not contented, dae had a fe- 
cond, a thind..and fourth Benevolence, 
even to.the eleventh time.:., Then faid 
the King, Tam very faint and weak: and 
trying to go,.as formerly, :his -Legs and 
Feer failed him, his Flefh and Body wa- 
fied as it were to nothing, and fo conti- 
nued worfe and worfé, wntilat length his 
Body being thus watted, by Venery, be- 
gan to {weat ¢xceedingly, fo long he 
{weated,till he was:as it were wholly con- 
fumed; and his Wife feeing what fell out, 
wept bitterly, and her tears mingling 
with her, Husbands {weat, grew.into .a 
large {tneam, in which bath the, and the 
King were drowned;(o far I beheld: And 
then when.they were. both wholly out of 
Gight,. Imuféd at the ftrangenefs of the 

| object, and while I wonderedsmethought 
| _ I faw them a{cend again ; but confidering 

at well, U found that there fwam, upon 
H 4 | the 
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the Water a Carcafs, which being wholly 
void of Life, did with the heat of the 
place draw to putrefaction more and 
more, fo that it grew livid, black, blew- 
ifh, and yellowith, and fent up molt ve- 
nemous Exhalations, and with its odour 

did fo infe& the Waters, which were be- 
fore of an Argent Clearnefs, that they 
did grow very thick and dark, and at laft 
black, refemblhing the form of muddy 
{lime which is found in Boggs; and at 
length with the heat of the Sun the mot- 
{ture was wholly dried up (as Moorith 
low Grounds in the fummer time ufe to 
be) and [ fought what was become of my 
Bodies, and 1 found a horrible venemous 
tumefied Toad, which {eemed as it were 
dying 5; and a Raven almoft famifhed 
walking there for to look for meat, light- 
‘ed upon the Toad,and preyed upon him, 
and with its poifon died, and made a 

- moft filthy {quallid Liquor blacker than 
tok, and thick like to Pitch melted, which 
made me to wonder at the fight; And 
going to depart, I heard a Voice which 
iaid tome, Tou mult not leave us 5 if you 
do, our Perfons and Kingdom is loft with- 

out 
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out recovery. Then my Eyes were open- 
ed, and I faw Nature walking up and 
down among the Carcafes, and in her 
hand her unparallell’d Lamp 5 and ta- 
king a more ferious view, I {aw in thofé 
rotten Atoms the Idea’s of all things na- 
tural and fiipernatural ; and J found the 
dead King with his Wife were intombed 
in a Field Sable, and the Tomb as it were 
of polifhed Jet or Ebony. and asin that 
place all things were ftrange, ‘fo moft 
{trange was it that the Tomb and the in- 
tombed Carcafs were one, and that in- 
feparably. Allo upon the Tomb | found 
written a Prophecy, vz. That’ they (if 
the Fire were kept equal and continual) 
fhould rife again, and be more glorious 
and powerful than ever they, were be- 
fore. Then faid T'to' the voice which is 

-in the Glafs, I muft, be dire@ed_ both 
‘what, and how, and when todo. The 
voice an{wered me, Take no care,only do 
as I {hall dire¢t,and all fhall be well;in the 
mean time you may view the places that 
are about, only be fure that you negle& 
not your time of attending here: And 
for to take away the tedioufhef$ which 

the 
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the length of stime,. weuld otherwife 
‘work, ask of me, and I fhaliinform yoy 
in whatéver you defire, nor fhall I think 
my difCourfe tome a burden, {fo you will 
not think your labour.a trouble. Then 
faid], Not la 3. though Ifhould be bound 
toferve youduring my. whole Life, yer 
fhould I count, it.a priviledge, not a bur- 
den. .Then the gave untoyme as it were 
a Ball-of fine Silk, »wound; up.as on a 
bottom, and faid, Make this falt to:a 
Pin of this Tower, and.:then. go round 
and behold the place, it may fhorten the 
timé-to you-3 Carry this bottom with 
you, and unwind it as you.go, and: by 
it you may return. till, you .know the 
place... ‘fs a 7 : - 

ii Dt 4 

*, But do. not after the common guife. 

ogi eead palfed.along, and was no foon- 
er out of that place, but a very 
thick. mifty darknefs ;apprehended, me, 
fo thick that)I might fee] it 3.and though 

my head were as it were tran{parent and 
very light, andi took alfo.a Candle with 
me, which was burning there sonnel 

y 
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iy atthe entrance of the Tower, -yet-the 
darknefs was fuch, ‘that.it would not re- 

ceive the light, for they were not homo- 
genial, but. were a. little. dif{joyned by 
the Rays of the Light,,and -as it were 
hereand there condenfed into ftrange.fi- 
gures, asofi Birds, Beafts,' and. creeping 
things~ of ;mont{trous' fhapes;, And. by 
reafon of this oppofition the Rays of the 
Lightiextended but alittle way, andthe 
Light moft:clear did fhoot!as.it, were.in 
Beams, and the:darknefs fteod as.it were 
in cluftersibyvit felfi{; boy soy, 

There:were asit were a {multitude of 
men, : who feeing my Lightin my, hand, 
which'they could not difcern well, ‘they 
beingan that dak which, would snot.be 
inlightned,’ but.asthrough thick cloud 
they “beheld «my !Candle, :and;gudged ~ 
itrommmous, and Jeft, thei-{tations :, for - 
theireyes with dark and fmoak were -fo 
tender., that, my Candle; over-poured 
them, and they couldnetbear its|luftre,; 
therefore they crying oft;ram away...) AT 
imufed much) at this, how: they |could.be 
fin fuch-Cimmerian Datknefs i; and as-I 
wondered; efpied that they had with 

| them 
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them Light as it were of Fox-fire, or 
rotten Wood, and Glow-worms Tails, 

and with this they fat in confultation, 
reading Geber, Rhafis, and fuch whonr I 
heard them name, and commenting on 
them, not without ‘much ‘pleafantnefs : 
Then I confidered that the Light which 
I had brought with me, did not enligh- 
ten the place, but ftood feparated as it 
were from ‘the darknefs 5. and withal I 
¢emembred that once there was Light in 
the World, and the darknefs comprehen- 
ded it not, and that darknefs hada 

falfe fire Light of its own, with which it 
feemed to its inhabitants wonderous well 

inlightned :' I {et down my Candle, and 
went with my Thread in my hand, by 
which I intended to return. When I was 
gone out of fight of my Candle, my 

- Kead ‘began to feem as it were opacous, 
and a windhad almoft blown me down: 

Then I took my bottom of Thread, and 
«made it faftto my Girdle, left ic might 
Wrop out of my hand ; and well it was 
that I did fo,for foon aVertigo came upon 
me, and I felland (lumbered 3 and: when 
l'awaked, methoughts 1t was no more 

ae dark- 
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darknefs, but day-light about me: I won- 
dered at the very ftrange change, and 
{till felt for my Thread,’ which by that 
Light I could not fee, but only feel it. I 
began tolook about me, to fee where I 
was, and behold I was in a ruinous place 
of many. millions of turnings, each lead- 
ing feveral ways 5 and every room was 
fo inlightned with Fox-fire and Glow- 
worm-Tails, that for want of a better 
Light it feemed as if it were day: I took 
out of my Pocket a {mall Book to fee if 
I could read in it, it wascalled Axchiri- 
dion Phylice Reftitute, with an Arcanunt 
at the end of it, and I could not read one 
word in it. There met me a man aged 
and decrepit, his Face rugged, his Eyes 
bleared, his Hands and Fingers corraded, 
and faluted me, and {aid merrily, What 
Book have you there ? It ts, faid I, Ar- 
canum Hermeticum. Mt is a good Book, 
faith he. He and Sendivow are the two 
beft that ever wrote. Ibut, faid I, I went 
to perufe my Book, and I can read not 
one word init. That’s ftrange, quoth 
he; letme(feeit : ThenI fhewed it him; 
and he read out of it fuch ftrange things 

that 
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that I neverrhad heard of before; and 
Sandivogiws,{aithyhe, 1s of the fame mind. 
Then he begun to read in him, and read 
fitch Procefics that I had:never heard of. 
Ido remember well the Authors, and 
what they wrote, but never to my re- 
membrance did J find what you read in 
them, faid L .. Look on them’ your felf, 
faid he, and you fhall find it plain: I went 
to look on the Book, but’ could not di- 
ftinguifh any word init; which made 
me wonder. ‘Then I thought with my 
felf, thar as that Light had a peculiar dif- 
ference from that Light which I faw a; 
bout the Tower where |. was before, fo 
it might have its peculiar ObjeGs : This 
Opinion I had confirmed by,this, for that 
having Geber and Rhafis with me, I tried 
how I could read there, and all the Pro- 
ceffes I could réad very well, only fome 
places,feemed as it were left out, and a 
diftance of white left: Iknew that my 
Books were perfect, and fome of the pla- 
ces (which were (as they feemed to me) 
left out) I remembred very well to be 
thofe placesin which the Truth was cou- 
ched in few words : ThenI returned by 
oils my 
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my Thread:to my -Gahdle,; atid ftraight 
my head returned to; its former-diaphani- 
ty: Itook my €andle in my way,..and of 
a fudden all my-places that feemed-Jight 
before, returned to be Cimimerian dark- 
nefs'5 only with the time thatd had. been 
there, I found my Eyes were: beginning 
to grow tender, and (marted and itched 
at the: firlt -glimpfe of this trac (Light, 
which then in ‘comparifon ‘of the Light 
I had before een, did not feem barely 
Light, but the Super-Coeléftial Light of 
Paradife. Then I demanded of her with 
whom in the Glafs.I had former. con- 
verfe, concerning what Thad (een. She 
told me, That they were fuch who wrot 
in Alchymy according tothe Tight of Fan- 

| y, and not of Nature ; though to them 
their Light feem clear enough, yet can 
they fee nothing by it but 'what'is: phan- 

| taftical, and myftically or fophiftically 
| written by the Envious, for the (educing 

of fuch'fanciful Doters: therefore when 
| once the Light of Nature is brought to 
| their tation, it difcovers Cimmerian dark- 
| nefs there, where their imaginary Light 
| only fhines, {uch as is Fox-fire and Glow- 

Worms 
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worms Tails; that fhine only in the dark ; 

This Light makes their’ Eyes fo tender, 

that the Lamp of Nature makes them fly. 

Moreover,’ whatever ‘1s: written accord- 

ing to this Light, they cannot fee, nay 

they cannot endure the Light of thetrue 

Luna of the wife men: for any true 

Light difcovers their Darknefs, and yet 

their Darknefs is uncapable of apprehen- 

ding the Light, Now in that you went 

in among them without your Candle, it 

was a bold adventure, for had you loft 

your Thread, you could never have re- 

turned. Then I looked into my Lower, 

and did as I was directed 3 and again t 

went to view thofe parts of Cimmerian 

Darknef$ once more, yet with my Can- 

dle in mine hand, and my Thread at my 

Girdle; when I came the {econd time, at 

the fightof this Light all fled, fo that I 

could not meet with any, but I entered 

into feveral turnings which I faw, and 

found in them feveral works curioutly 

ereéted, in which I might guefs they 

aimed at nothing lefs than the Philofo- 

phers Stone. 
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Found ‘one, Furnace molt curioufly 
1 | builtin, which all degrees of heat ima- 
| ginable, by..the, Art of man, might ‘be 
¢ | kept’with one. fire.; in which was fet a 
t | muleitude.iof. curious Glaffes, in which 
: | were feveral. Matters; {ome ‘digefting , 
t | others fubliming, others diftilling, others 
t | calcining, and.about, the Glafles and the 
{ Furnace, was, written, this)of Geber, Per 
© | Deum Sulphur. eft, onene, ilnd Wusmindtis 
, quod eft fupra, terrau. By this 1 knew, 
1} shag Sulphar»was. the fubject on which 
nn | = <Was, wrought ; 3.and indeed swith fo great 

| -canning, thatd could not but admire the 
1 ingenuity . of ,the,,men..: and. knowing 
| that whata man prizeth, (though it be 
tl | -avtrifle) yet.to: {poil of deftroy that 
rd | .would,be an injury, 1] meddled not with 
nt | vamyr Glafs;-( for.indeed there were La- 
iy | sbourers that fled nor, becaute t they knew 
hy | imothing, but.only wr ought ag they were 
fr | Ddarected 2) and when came, they could 

. ‘mot. perceive that [ had any Candle in 
-mily. hand , and..wondred their Mafters 

I fhould 
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fhould fly fo from a phantie. Moreover 

1 found that they could not fee any light 

f-om the Fox-fire and Glow-worm
s tails, 

which were there; but the place being 

dark , as being under ground, they 

wrought by Candles and Lamps, which 

yet could give their Mafters no light, 

but they fought all the world over for 

shole fhining fubjedts : Yet I could not- 

with{tanding both difcern utter
 darknefs, 

which the Rays of my Candle woul
d not 

enlighten: Then {aid I to the Work- 

men, What is this that 1s brought in here? 

‘Oh, faid they, they are Sol and Luna 

terreftrial, whereby our Mafters can fee 

clearly the Natures of all things in the 

world, and to make by their light the 

reat Elixir and though we can fee no 

light in them, or very little, it is becaufe 

of our Ignorance in thefe things, there- 

‘fore we ule our Lamps to work by. 

Where are your Matters? faid 1. They 

ran away; faid they, becaufe when you 

came they faid you were a Devil, and 

brought an ominous|light with you, and 

if they did but once fee that with a ful 

view, their Works would all vanifh 5 
they 
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they did therefore lay a few Charms, and 
ran away. Then I looked, .and the 
ground under me was full of Crofles and 
Circles, at. which I laughed, and depar- 
ted into another Room: 

Or Salts preparate in divers wife, , 
Neither with Corroftves, nor with Fire alone, 
Neither with Vinegar, nor with Waters ar- 
pti Gee hne PR 
Nor with the vapour of Lead, our Stone 
Calcined. is according to our intent. 
All thofe to Caleining which are fo bent, 
Fron this hard Science withdraw their 
. hand, : | : 
Lill they onr Calcining better underftand. 

? Nd there I found in the like (Ort rare... 
Furnaces, with this Infcription, Saf 

Metallorum est Lapis Philofophorum : 
many procefles I beheld, which would 
be tedious to relate.. On I paffed from 
thence; and in another Room I found 
large Furnaces, in which they were la- 
bouring about Waters fort 5 others were 
with itrong. reverberations calcining 
Lead, Fin, Copper; Iron, and alt Metals 

iz and 
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and Minerals 97 others WerE'drawing Spi- 

it OF Vinegar with 'a ‘gteat cate; tilPi¢ 

became ‘exquifitely” {harp} “and? in’ thig 

they Jaboured to Calcinié {everal Metat- 

line bodies ; others WeréXEetifyimg® Spr’ 

rit of Wine, fo long till no Body almoft 

or Receiver éould hold i Te was ‘fo fub-’ 

ley? and. this "they aid was ‘the “try 
Warer of Lifethat muft*do the work’} 

others were fubliming of Lead, hoping 
afte it wasexquificely fublimed, to have 
out of it that Menftenam which’ fhould 
effe& the\stone; without ary, farther lay- 

fie oro “hands. This when Thad feen, 
I returned to my Furnace, and rectirited 
my Pie ak wasdinedteds ane made a 
particular relation of what I had. {een, 
aid: defired! the’ verdi&! of Nature’ upon 
them ‘alli (She told méy Tha¢ they could 

never by this way expect ‘any thing but 
tafe’ ‘IT asked’ her ifthey might nor with 
frying mitly things’) “at" length hit’ tHe 
righ: She told wé)'Noy they had‘ riot 
any ground’oftruth, Nor could’ the y-ex- 

peer either thie Breat (ecrér?Orany ‘other 

particular profitable truth, am‘that way, 
Then (id ?t!" Noble Ladi}~pray’ let me 
sa know 
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know the rea(gn. of. their .error,..that, | 
may know how tov avoid the like. 

For by fitch as ase their bodies be fuent, 
Ubich minifpeth the moifture of our, Stones 
Therefore when bodies to powder are, brent, 
Dry, as. ufbes, of Lree or, Bone, 
OF "uch Calxes then mill.ve none, 
For moifiure. we. multiply radical, 
Tn fe Coleen minifring none.at all; 

‘Hen {aid fhe, Befides that they work 
notion the true, Matter, they work 

notin a right way, which, are two moft 
defperate errors 5 “for our work is to 
make a fubftance fluid, PaucH ang and 
entring,. that may, have 3 ingrefs into: im- 
perfect Metals :, for , which caule we.do 
-preferve.humidity,, without,which,our 
Stone. cannot. be PeRetianiyg. So thenin- 

»dtead of purify ung, the crude, and ripen- 
~ing..what,is;raw .by ,thele Calcinations, Wi 
ches tender Soul..ts put, to, fig! Ito and the ve 
4erudities are, the,more firong: ey, vitrified, i | 

fo. that all hope of fruit is, “wholly by. this Nhl 
- yneans taken..away;: for, take this for. a } 
othle, whateyer cither by violence of Fire, my 

7 I 3 Or | it 
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or Corrofives, is turned intoa dry Pow- 
der or Calx, it is wholly reprobate in our 

work: for though we Calcine, yet it is 
in fuch a Fire in which our moifture 1s 

not burnt, and in fuch a Veflel fo clo- 

fed that the Spirits are retained, and in a 
word fo fweet is our Regimen in refe- 
rence to our Matter, that moifture 1s ad- 
vanced, and is made more unctuous, and 
by confequent more ingreflive. 

: (tion, 

And for a fure ground of our true Calcina- 
Work wittily only kind with kind, | 
For kind unto kind hath appetitive incli- 

nation. BD ae. PART 

BU all this 1s not enough to declare 
our Calcination, for Operation fol- 

lows Preparation , and he that doth not 
before he begin to work, prepare his 
Matters, and fet true Agent and Patient 
together, it is not his Regimen that can 
or will produce any thing. Therefore firft 
you muft know, that we joyn kind with 
kind in our work, for Nature is mended 
and retained with its own Nature: for. 
this caufe is our King wedded to the 

Bee — Water- 
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Water-bearers Daughter, of which Wa- 
ter-bearer I told you that his Body, his 
Pitcher, and the Water init, are all ones 
and his Daughter was the Queen which 
arofe out of the water, in which was 

(een a Lamp burning: Wonder not at it, 

that a Queen (hould {pring out of a Wa- 
ter-bearers loins, for the King is alfo his 
Son, and he is greater then both. For 
know, that in this place there is nothing 
fo hard to get as Water, which cannot be 
brought but by him that hath the Keys 
of the whole Kingdom. Take this then 
for a great fecret, our Water-bearer is 
Father to the King and Queen: the King 
being at perfect years, is at his own dil- 
pofe, and enjoys more Riches then his 

Father; but his Father hath the Key of 
a Clofet, in which 1s Riches enough for 
all in the Kingdom, to make every Sub- 

ject as rich as the King 5 but the difpofe 

of this wealth the King only is to have, 

yet can he not have it in his poffeffion 
till he marry his Sifter, which ts in the 
water of the Pitcher invifible. This his 
Sifter, is alfo his Mother and his Father, 

for it is one with the Water-bearer, the 
14 Water 
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Water and the Pitcher, as, is faid: By rea- 

fon of his Confanguinity ‘the King’ em- 
braceth his Sifter very defirouffy, and’ fhe 
by his embraces appears as a Queen, and 
‘then the Water-bearer, and his’ Water 
and Pitcher vanifh, and the King ‘and 
Queen remain alone : at length both King 
and Queen ate drowned, after the im- 
‘moderate ufé of Venery, and violent 
{weating, weeping and piffing, which 
fweat, tears and'urine,.do make one Sea, 

in which {wim two Fifhes without flefh 
and bones, which after refolve and make 
orie Broth, which 1s called Water per- 
manent. , 

Who knoweth nat this in knowledge is blind, 
He may forth wander as mist in the wind, 
Wotting never with profit where to light, 

re 

Becanfe he under ftands not our words aright. 

Hus though I have fomewhat. Meta- 
phorically deciphered our true prin- 

ciples, yet fo plainly as that, you may 
with diligence underftand the meaning 5 
and unlefs you, know this, you will pro- 
ceed blind-fold inv vork. not know- ceed biind-fold 1n your work, not know 

ing 
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ing the’ caules of: things, fo'that every 
puff of Sophifters will tofs you, like as'a 
Feather is toffed‘in the Air with <a blaft 
of wind: for our Books ‘aré*fall of ob- 
{curity , and Philofophers- write’ horrid 
Metaphors and Riddles to them «who are 
not upona fure bottom, which'like to a 
running Stream will carry: them’ down 
‘head-long into defpair and eftors, which 
they can never efcape till’they fo ‘farun- 
derftand our writings, as to difcern the 
fubject Matter of our (ecrets, which being 
known the reft 1s not {fo hatd. 

Foyn hind therefore with kind, as Syed rea- 
fois, 

For every Burgeor anfwers bis owm feed, 
Man getteth Man, a Beaft a Beaft'l wis, 
Further to treat of this it 7s 20 need! 
But under ftand this point if you will’ fpeed, 
Each thing is fir ‘ft Calcin'd in his own kind, 
This well conceiv “4, fruit heteee iP alt thou 

find, 

EAS therefore not one ftep further til] 
you have learnéd this Leffon, name- 

ly, to wed Confanguinity withConfan- 
guinity, 
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guinity, and confider well what it is you 

defire to produce, and according to that 

let be your intention. Take the laft 

thing in your Intention, for the firft thing 

in your Principles : this is according to 
Nature, and it is the true ground of all 

Generation, for out of kind nothing doth 

engender; a Man begetteth a Man, and 

not a Lion, nor doth a Lion beget a 

Sheep, a Rofe doth not produce a Thorn, 

nor a Nettle -a Gilliflower; and fo, if 

need-were, I could particularly demon- 

{irate it throughout all Vegetable, Ani- 

mal, and Mineral Bodies, byt it is fo plain 

a thing that I need fay no more, but 
leave it with you as the Foundation- 

{tone on which you fhall build whatever 

you intend. Attempt nothing out of its 

own nature and kind, left you reap a 

fancy inftead of truth, Whatever you in- 

tend to increafe by way of Multiplica- 

tion, attempt it only in its own kind; 

and fo in this work efpecially, in which 

Calcination is the mingling of Seminal 

influence, which mult be done in the 

fame way of homogeneity. If you ap- 

prehend this in its caufe aright, and know 
| how 
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how to apply this doGrine in your ope- 
ration as you ought; in this you will find 
great benefit, and a door hereby opened 
to the difcovery-of greater Myfteries. 

And we make Calx unGuous, black , white, 
and red. | 

Nd now the opportunity of this dif- 
++ courfe, leads me to handle our Magi- 
cal Calxes, know that we do Calcine 
three times in our work, of which the 
general principle is, that our Calxes are 
not combuft powders, but unctuous, for 
in them we innoble the S#phurs, whieh 
are the Bafis of Radical Humidity, which 
Raymund ca\ls Oyls and Unguents : So 
then our Calxes are one in kind, and da 
only differ in colour and maturity, Our 
firft is black of the blackeft, and is called 
Saturn; our fecond white of the whiteft, 
and is called Juza; our third is red of 
the reddeft, and is called Sof. 

Of 
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Of three degrees or our'B afesbe-perfiter : 

Hefe- Calxes ‘are’ the periods of : fo. 
( 

a many Girculations, and have fo many 

ip | | dégrees allowed: to each: of thems ‘our 

my firft Circulation confounds the Elements, ] 

| our fecond renews the Air, and the third 

exalts the Firey ‘and then'iis:qur ‘Stone 

( | perfec. 
; a. 

ii Fléscible as Wax, elfe fiand they in no flead. 

\ Ur Calxes thus graduated, are diftin- 
\/ ‘euifhable from all’ the Calxes inthe f 

| world ; firftjin that they are:done with- r 

‘out any laying on of hands* {econdly, th 

from their exquifite fubtiley'ofparts, Cor i 

' they are finer then Atoms:of the: Sun) ty 

i S@yned with an eminent Humidity ;'by % 

| _reafon of which; to the:aftonifhment. of h 

at ‘the beholders} they: flow like unto mel- " 

| ted Wax; the firft in the Glafs:by-cont- 4h 

Vi] nuance of heat, and fo the {econd as not i 

: | _ being come to their period of perfection, 1 

| and the fecond and third upona plate of |} 9 
hot Metal, or on a melted Metal, or on bia 

Mercury 
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_Vlercury® heated? fo Tong" ee itis Keer! 
HO fly." lad 

me th 

By igh MDE aiacef as : Pbilop phere a 
write, 

A year we take or more for our refpite : 
For'ix'lefs fpate‘our Calxes will not be made, 
Able to tyne’ with sa tae? waar ‘will not 

fade. ** . 

Wy bie lat Calxes, as'they aré the pée- 
riod of Arts skill , arid’ “Natutes 

power in this thing; fo they are a'confide= 
rable time i perfecting s the former ‘ifi 
five months;’v2z. the white, and the red 
in nine months and a: half}“which is the 
true time, and a’ month we’ allow for thé 
preparing of ‘our | Materials: and ‘three 
qaonths ‘for Fermenitations “and Imbibi- 
tions, fo that’ our whole Operation’ is 
above a yeat.” ‘For indeed it 16 not. an ort 
‘dinary’ thing" that we expedt, but a Fire- 
‘Abiding Tindtite; which is tnfading and 
‘ycofruptible, which cannot be expected a 
in a fhort time 5 yet Verily the Induftry Wh 
‘of the Workman may forward; or ‘fet | 
‘back his Work! a°ménth, two, or-thréd, 

accor- 
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140 An Expofition spon 
according -to’ his. more, exquifitely . pre= 

paring of his Matters, arid governing off 
his Fire, whofe exa@ Regimen is for 
{peed, or retarding of the Wark, almoft 
all in all. | 

And for thy proportion thou rauft beware; 
For therein, mayft-thou be beguil A, 
Therefore thy Work that thou not mars 

A the knowledge. of the true mate- 
rial Subject, and its Preparation, the 

hext main thing to be underftood isthe 
myftery of Proportion, which is a fecret 
of no light concernment, for many erre 
therein. Thou fhalt.therefore under- 
ftand, that our Proportion is two-fold, 
Internal.and. External; the Internal pox- 
dw 1s a Labyrinth in which all erre who 
know out Subje& as many, do; but not 1ts 
Proportion; He who would effe& any 
thing, mu(ft principally learn this which 
is fet down in Golden words, in Bernard 
Trevifan his Treatife of the Chymical Mi- 
racle: The’ Sulphur, {aith he, which is iz 
the Mercury;.and predominates not, is the 
Fire alone which governs the whole Work 5 

and 
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ahd he therefore that in thefe things would 
be a skilful Artift, let him know how much 
Fire is beyond other Elements in fubtilty, 
and what a proportion of it will overcome all 
the reft. Thefe Golden words, worthy to 
be ingraven in Marble, are the true fouri- 
dation of our pondys. 

With Mercury as tsuch then fo fubtil’d, 
One of the Sun, two of the Moon, 
Lill all together like pap be done. 

Bu there is an External. proportioti, 
which is as neceflary as the other, or 

elfe the Work will either for lack, or ex- 
cefs of moifture, be deftroyed s and that 
is thus : Take thy Body which without 
ahy equivocation is moft pure Gold, let 
it be .exquifitely purged, then filed or Ja- 
minated; or calcined with Mercury, as 
is vulgarly known of this. take one 
part, and of our Water ( which is with- 
out equivocation Argent-vive animated, , 
which then we call our Lama) two parts, 
mix them together in an Awmalgama, and 
grind thent ina Mortar of Glaf® or ona 
Marble, till they become very foft, and 

all 
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al] the wrettiness' off the Body-be fubtils 

zed with the Mercury thatithey may {eem 

to be one pap*or pafte,owhichs we eal, 

Inceration.» °* pete jy 2 dnnithy 

Then niake the Meércury four to the: Suz,' 

Two to the Moon as itfhould bev 6s soiiee 

Ne’ ‘pluck up your*attention, for my 

{peech will be difficult When your 

Body to your Mercury joutward: pho: 

portion is one to two, then muft your 

Mercury taits'inward proportion be. jut 

oppofite) that’is, four%to two, elfevyou 

fhall never make Harmony that is good 

Mufick's foPdo'nov think«it is alloone; 

With’ oné/and ‘the- fame: proportioned 

Mercury, td" put eithextoneof the Body 

to two oF the Water Grione'to three; or 

¢wo'to three or threeto fours no-verily, 

€lP you" tome’ to’ thisto" meafare ‘your 

Lamp’ chbanitall y-to Your tnace, you 

ate yet inthe dark’ for Practice; though 

du | may ‘be*true!in UPheotyo dl almortt 

tremble to fpeak of this’ pomt, for ivrds 

the very wilde of all thot who ftudy 

this Art; arid’ cannoteomie to theendilet 

their 

tet, 
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their defires for want of true information 
in this particular. Know-then, that when 
thy Mercury is to Solin external poxdus 
two to one, it mult beasT faid in refpect 
of its own internal qualities, four to the 
Sun to two of the Moon; therefore, faith 
Artephius, that our Water is of kin tothe 
Suz. and to the Moox, but more to the 
Suz then to the Afoon: Note this well: 
thatis four to two, as Ripley hath it. This 
is indeed a great fecret;' which hath be- 
fooled many. a3 

Now know that our Eagles duly pre- 
pared are accommodated to the Suz fiom 
three to ten, fo that four to the Sva will 
be juftfeven; and thy Mercury thus pro- - 

> portioned, let it be two of the Afoor to 
one of its Body. Know alfo, that‘our Wa- 
ter is not called the Moon, but in, or in 
reference to conjunction, and fo let the 
Moon be two. In reference to its one 
Conttitution, itis called Mercury, ( for fo 
it ought to be in that form and flux ) 
and {o it ought to be four to the Sua, that 
is {even Eagles, which are to the Sy not 
before three, to which adding four, you 
make feven. , . 

K Ana 

eee 

= = 
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And. thus thy Work must be begun, 
In figure of the Trinity, 
Three of the Body, and of the Spirit threes 
And for the unity of the fubftawce fpiritual, 
One more then of the fubftance corporal. 

AN thusthy Work is brought to the 
true Touch-{tone, and that 1s Trinity 

inUnity;for in this poxdys of your Mercury 
you have a potential Body, which is one 
part of three of the Mercury, which may 
by Art be made appear. ‘This potential 
Body is to'be reckoned to your aCual 
Body, and that makes with it two, and 
(0 in potentia you have two of the Body 
to one of the Spirit, which 1s three to 
three; and one to one. And this poten- 
tial Body is at firft {piritual and volatile, 
€ in manifesto) for unity fake, without 
which could be no unity.. Thus then a 
potential Body, but an actual Spirit, ts 
joyned with an actual Body , by which 
means the actual Body, when it is actually 
diffolved and made no Body, but a Spi- 
rit or Spiritual Body, then this potential 
Spiritual Body (which was in the Water 

before ) 
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before) receives this potentialized Body; 
and both unite and congeal together , 
and is endowed with a double nature 
and virtue, that is, Spiritual and Corpo- 
ral, Heavenly and Earthly. And thus js 
_made an union, of which the proportion 
of the Water in its firft preparation, and 
its due mixing with its Body, was the 
moving caufe, really though hiddenly en- 
forcing the Compound by the neceflity 
of its end, which it could not have done 
had it not been {0 proportioned. 

By Raymunds Repertory this is true 
Proportion, there who i$ to look: 
The fame my Door to me did fherr. 

His is the true meaning of our pro- 
~ portions, both according to the my- 

{tery of Internal and External pondus s 
this 1sthat which Authors have fo much 
concealed, both Raymund, Arnold, AI- 
Lert, and all who ever have wrote of it: 
[ have broke the Ice firft in plain difco- 
vering the myftery. 

Yet forall this, you ftand in need ei- 
ther of a Mafter, or of more then ordi- 

K 2 nary 
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nary pains, accompanied with the blef- 

i | fing of God, elle never look to‘find out 
al this myftery, which though by me revea- 

| led more plainly then any, yet it will and 
muft remain fecret even till the fulnefs 

i of time. 

| Put three of the Spirit Bacon took. —: 
| To one of the Rody: For which I awoke d 
id Many. a nicht ere I it wiSt. D 
li And both be true, take which you list. ot 

it 9 Grade e is another External proportion, y! 
iF waich ts, three of the Spirit to one of (i 

: the Body, according ‘to the working of F 
Noble £4cov, and many others; which Of 

j though it feem little to differ from the ¥0 
_ former, yer there is a. wide difference: CO 
| [ know them both, but fhall not fet down 

the grounds of the other 5 if you under- fi 
{fiand the former, the rule of it may guide hh 

' 1 UI the Jatter 5 for there is an infalli- Of 
| a ble rule of proportion, how the'External By 
| and Internal ought to concur, to make a Hh 
| ‘weet Harmony : only let me this affure Kil 

yp out of Norton, That if thy Body Ma 

pave plenty of drink, Then wuft thou wake This 

‘ when 
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when thou defir s to wink ; it will coft thee 
more afliduity of boiling for to dry up 
three parts, then two parts of Water; 
and there muft be neceflarily ‘a diverfity 
of Internal pods, for the Water being 
of one and the fame Internal heat, and 
the External fite being the fame, the dif- 
ference of decoction between two parts 
and three will’ be half in half almoft until 
blackne(s, though after blackne(S there is 
one and the fame time to both. Yet ei- 
ther of thefe proportions are true, only 
you mult’be fure to qualifie your -Mer- 
cury 1 heat, and your Regimen of your 
Furnace accordingly as you work with 
one or other-of thefe proportions, or elfe 
your firft token of the Crows head will 
come wonderful flowly. 

Tf the Water alfo be equal in proportion 
To the Farth with heat in duemeafure, 
Of then will (pring a new Burgeon, 
Both white and red in a Tinéure pure, 
Which in the Fire fhall ever endure. 
Kill thou the quick, the dead revive ; 
Make Trinity Unity without any ftrive. 
Lhis ts the furest and beft proportion, 

2 
B 
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For there is least of the. part ppiritual 5 

The better therefore fhall be folution, 

Then if thou didst it with Water (mall, 

Thine Earth over-glutting which lofeth alt. 

Take heed therefore to Potters Loam, 
And make thou never too nefh thy Womb. 

That Loam behold how it temper d zs, 

The mean alo by which it is Calcinate, 

And ever in mind look thou bear this, 

That never thine Earth with Water be fuffo- 

cate. 

Lfo if your Water have its proportion 

qualified accordingly, you may tem- 

per it with your Earth almoft in.an equal 

quality, that is, two to three, or three to. 

four; but be fure then of your due go- 

vernment of external Fire, anda jult fize 

of your Veffel, and fo you may expect 

from this mixture Conception and Gene- 

ration: for in this pozdys you {hall find 

the death of the Spirit, and the quick- 

ning of the Body, and the exalting of 

your Tindure fir{t, into white, and ‘after 

that into red, which will have ingrefs 1n- 

to Bodies, and tyne them permanently 

and radically. Though the Tincture 1S 

largelt 
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largeft where the Water is:moft, but the 
wotk 1s {peedieft where the Water is 
leaft, the Fire is alfo lefs hazardable; 
but your true proportion of your Mer- 
cury for {uch a powdys is hard to be found, 
and thou wilt: not eafily+find it: unlefs 
thowbe very skilful ; the’ middle propor- 
tion is lefs difficult, thatof three to one is 
worfe, for a Tyro , becaufe he may very 
eafily have his time made tedious by it. 
The Jaft would be better for fuch a one,if 
it were not fo hard toapprehend, for the 
Body would foon be made noBody, and 
the Spirit mortified, and:fo Union would 
follow: in a fhort time, in comparifon 
to other proportions. So then if thou 
knoweft how to prepare thy Mercury 
aright for its. Internal proportion, the 
lefier thou putteft of the Spirit, the better 
and quicker fhall be thy Calcination and 
Diffolution; and the more thou giveft of 
the Water, the longer thou fhalt be in 
attaining the maftery : but if thou glut 
thy Earth with Water, thou wilt fo fuffo- 
cate the active virtue, that thy moifture 
will not be dried up; at leaft it would re- 
guire fo tedions a decofion, that thou 

K 4 wouldeft 
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wouldeft never fee the effeG: But the 
“mediocrity is! for thee the beft, ‘at leaft-at 
firft; be not too covetous, nor too pro- 
digal, for over+drinefs and over-moilture 
are both enemies to Generation, and 
make a barren Womb. If thou be’ft witty 
to apprehend:thetefore, I thall {hew you 
the certain wayoof External proportion ; 
for know, that:as the Water is qualified 
incerhally, fo:deth at act externality, and 
if thou ;can{tcapprehend the fympathy 
thatris between; the inward quality, and 
the outward effect, thou ma vit eafily dif- 
cern by: what ishapparent to fight; that 
which is hiddenly contained. Then for 
your true information take this rule’: 
Letyyour Body be very \wellifubtilized, 
and very pure, (which is'a great matter, 
atithe leaft 24 Carrats )) mix this at firft 
withetwicesas.'much of its Water, and 
grind it either ona clean Glafs, or Mar- 
ble-Mortar 5 grind it thorowly., ‘as Pain- 
ters ufe to grind their Colours, and 
make not a light matter’of this, for lack 
of onevhalf hour or hours*pains in thy 
Amalgamation, thou oe fer thy work 
backward 2¢ or.30 dayssfor the more 

fubtlely 
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Sir G. Ripley's fir Gate. 151 
lubtlely the Avalgama is mixed, the more 
eafily and fpeedily it refolvés into Mer- 
cury, and is Wrought upon, and the figns 
appear.’ When thou haft foundly and 
well ground it, and wafhed it very clean, 
and dried it very thorowly, fo that there 
be not the leaft moifture,in it, obferve 
the temper; if it be plyable like to Patte, 
yet fo as when you incline it'this way or. 
that, you fee no Water run te the incli- 
ning fide, which you may eafily difcern, 
it ts a good &fure tempers but-ifit be (0 
hard and dry,that it will not fpread eafily, 
it‘lacks moifture or’ if that Hydropi- 
cal water run as it were within a skin, to 
the declining” fide ‘of your Aralgama, 
add more of your Body to it; till you'fee 
that figanomore 3 and grind ‘it thorow- 
a as 1s faid, and rather chufe to:lean to 
the other hand, then to this, for thete is 
nothing more irk(ome to'an Attift in his 
Scholarfhip, ‘then to wait for’ his figns 
beyond the time: 

Dry 
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Dry up thy uoiture with heat mos? tene- 
perate: | " 

Help Diffolution mith neoifture of the Mooz, 
And. Congelation with the Sun, then hast 

thou dane. 

W Hen thou haft done this, then be.fure 
" todecoét it ina very gentle Fire tl 
it be dry, not by exhaling the, Water, 
but by coagulating it with the Body, in 
which. thy main care mutt,be, that thy 
Vellel be clofe, and thy Fire gentle ; 
Now the way to diftinguith a gentle 
froma violent Fire, is a. thing deeply 
concealed by the envious, I {hall pre(cribe 
fome few rules. ~ 

1. Know that it is the internal Fire of 
the Sulphur of thy Water, which doth 
perform the whole work. 

2.. That, the external Fire is but an 
outward circumftance, which yet is fo 
abfolutely neceffary, that nothing can be 
effected without it. 

3. The Regimen of the Fire is one Li- 
near decoction, from the beginning to the 
end of the Work, boiling the thick, pid 

fub- 
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fubliming the thin, and fo diffevering 
both (/saviter &» cum ingenio) according 
to:old Hermes. 

_ 4, All our Maftery confifts in Vapour, 
which cannot be done without Sublima- 
tion and Diltillation; for if our Spirit 
afcended not in a living. form, it would 
all afcend and..-hang; but afcending 

quick, it returns again and moiftens the 
Body. | 

5. Our Diftillation or Circulation, is 
not without a conftant motion of Separa- 
tion ; for asthe fubtle is feparated* from 
the grofs by Sublimation, fo the thick of 
that which is below is fevered from the 
thin, which is by continual boiling and 
decotting, without a moments intermiffi- 
on: Therefore, faith Herwzes;thou thale 
fever the fubtle, from the grofs,.and the 
thick from the thin. 

6. Our tender, Spiritlearns every day 
more and more.to fuffer Fire;, and there- 
fore, faith Arzold, boil it. with a Fire 
daily increafing : yet is it but one degree 
of Fire, and,that is boiling, till the Wo- 
mans Empire, is vanquifhed ;. and then 
there is another degree, and that is roa f{t- 

ing, 
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54 © An Expofition upon 
ing, which,hath two’ periods, Fixation 
and Calcination:‘ therefore fay Philof= 
phers in the beginning, Coque; that’s,’ 
Boil, for ‘as much as the Stone is moift ; 
and atthe/end they fay, Affa, that is, 
Roaft, for’then the Stone is dry. 

‘p The periods of the'{trength of the 
Fire are in this ttme many: ever y day if 
thou canft, ‘augment a little! that it may 

increafe infenfibly, and you will find the 
effect the more {weetly and {peedily. 

8. The Philofophers in their defcripti= 
on of the Fire, and its degrees, did more 
obferve their matter and its capacity, then 
the Fire it (elf 

9. They chiefly Hileen their Work to 
Man’s Generation; and-{o'they call their 
Compound, Man: therefore faith Ripley, 
remember Man is the moft Noble Crea- 
ture. 

10.’ This ‘is the true meaning of /r- 
nold’s four degrees of Fite? Primnns forme= 
tur‘ ut ‘fenfus e¢ dominetur, that 1s; the 
Stone ‘being compared to’ Man , and its 
firft moitt Regimen t6 a Baths the firft 
degree! ‘thakes it fweat gently, as a Bath 
to a Man; ‘which .is le(s-hot' then ‘he’can 

fuffer, 
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fuffer, doth caufe a gentle fweat. Senfi- 
bus equato gaudet natura fecunde, is the 
fecond degree,in which fweat is exceed- 
ingly caufed,as a Bath’ which isias hot as 
a man can’ poffibly fuffer, caufes a moft 
violent {weat. | Tertius excedit G cum 
tolerantia ledit,is the third degree, which 
caufeth bubbling ‘and {welling:,' and an- 
fwers to that heat which will blifter a 
mans hand _;) for. our Compound in this 
heat rifeth in blifters, which fall and rife 
continually. Yeftruttor fenfus gaudet pro- 
cedere quartws, isthe fourth heat of Con- 
gelation, which takes away fenfe, that ie, 
quicknefs, and brings in-ficcity, juft as 
the cauterizing heat fears the flefh ,\and 
drys the moifture. Thus hiddenly did that 
fubtle Sophiftet veil his Fires. 

11. Know that after 40 or 46 days con- 
tinually boiling, the moifture wil] begin 
to wafte, and the Compound will begin 
to dry 3 which thou fhalt know, in that 
the boiling will begin to turn to a fwel- 
ling, like to Puff-pafte or Leavened- 
dough. 

12. Know that in 36 days thou mayft 
have thy. moifture begin to’ congeal, if 

thou 
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thou be exact in thy Fire, and Propor- 
tions both inward and outward. 

13, Know that thy Glafs muft be thick; 
and very ftrong, and no lefs ftrongly 
clofed, left. it break with thofe winds 
which, the firft.decoCtion will raife in thy 
Vefiel. 

14. Let its neck be fomewhat long, 
and faftried; that the motion which is in 
the Glafs may not caufe it (by réafon of 
the length and thicknefs of the neck; and 
the Sublimation that is {till in it, in. drops 
which make it heavy ) to {way the 
little Body one way or other 5; for if it 
inclirie, the Matter will be apt to grow 
to the inclining fide, which fhould be 
avoided: 

15. Let the neck be confiderably 
cooler then the other part; that thy Va- 
‘pours may conden(e in it, which elfe will 
burft the Glafs violently; fo mayft thou 
give thy Fire more ftrong then other- 
wife, and let thy neft be guarded from 
unneceffary heats and colds, which there- 
fore would have holes at the top of the 
Cover, which may fhut over every. Glafs, 
and let- outa part of the neck, which 

would 
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would be very. advantageous both for 
the faftning of the Glafs, and cotidenfing 
of Vapours. 

16. This boiling will begin in the firft 
three days, and if you be a good 
Work-man, in the firft 24°hours; and 
from its firft ebullition'your time is to be 
reckoned. 

17. When you fee the Water thicken 
in its boiling; there is’ lefs danger of 
the Fire. 

18. If your Fire go ‘out; your Stone 
dies. 

19. Every intermiffion of your Fire, is 
a wafting both of its ftrength and vir- 
tue; and befides the moft tedious pro- 
traCtion of time, it makes the Stoné {ub- 
je@ to many Sickneffes, which would re- 
quire-a moft fubtle Philofopher toamend, 
and it lays your Stone in danger of ha- 
ving a return of the Crows Pullets to 
their neft, after they are fled, which is an 

_ ominous fign. 
20. Your Gold is not totally Jolt be- 

fore blacknefs perfec 5 yet it may be {6 
metamorphofed , as to puzzle the beft 
Mechanick to reduce it, and then it is 

never 
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188 »\An Expojition upon 

never fo full of Spirit as it was before. 
a1. Yeu fome of it will be loft ina 

fhort decogtion, and moft of it in thirty 

days. IniaFire then governed according 
to thefe Rules, dry up thy, moifture » and 

that thou mayft dry up the moifture of 

thy. Water; thou muft diffolve the Com- 
pages of thy Body, fo then thy Water 

diffolves thy Body, and-thy diflolved 

Body re-congeals it felf by a further de- 
coction, and withit felf congeals the 'Wa- 
ter, which in diffolution was {o united as 
to make one with it. - 

Four Natures into a fifth fo foalt thon turn, 
Which is a Nature most perfed and tem- 

; perate. 

cpr eins fhalt thou turn thy four qualities 
in which were repugnancy, into a 

fifth which is,temperate; that is; thow 
fhalt in this drinefs of Calcination, recon- 
cile the Mercury with its qualities of cold 
and moifture, to Swphur with its quali- 
ties of heat, and drinefs, fo fhall thy Ele- 
ments remain at.the. bottom, and thy Ex- 
halations. fhall ceafe, and-the moifture 

being 
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Sir G. Ripley's frfi Gate. 129 
being daily terminated into drinefs, b 
the ferment of the Body, as Milk by Run- 
nit 1s terminated into Cheefe, thou thalt 
have a middle produdt, partaking of the 
complexion of either Parent. 

Eut hard it is with thy bare foot to fpurn 
Againft a bar of Iron, or Steel new acuates 
For many (0 do which be infatuate, 
When they fuch high things take in hand, 
Which they in no wife underftand. 

THs we have plainly and faithfully 
done our duty, and by a Line as it 

were have diflevered the Truth from 
Falfhood ; yet we know, that in the | 
World our Writings fhall prove as a cu- 
rious edged Krife; to fomte they thall 
carve out Dainties, and to others it fhall 
ferve only to cut their Fingers : yet we 
are not to be blamed; for we do ferioufly 
profefs to. any. that fhall attempt this 
Work, that he attempts the higheft piece 
of Philofophy that is in Nature; and 
though .we. write in Fxglifh, yet our 
Matter will be as hard as Greek to fome, 
who, will think they underftand us well, 

L when 
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160 An Expofition upon. 
when they mifconftrue our meaning moft 
perverlly : For is it imaginable that they 
who are fools in Nature, fhould be wife 
in our Books, which are teftimonies un- 
to Nature ? | 

In Fags, in Vitriol, or ix Blood, 
What Piipee woah they there to find ? 
Ef they Philofophy underftood,. 
They would not be in working fo. blind, . 
Gold and. Silver'to feek out of its kind : 
For like as Fire of burning principle is, 
So the principle of. gilding isGoldI wis. 
4 thou therefore intend for to wake , 
told or Silver by craft of our ‘P hilofophy, 
Thereto neither Fees nor Blood thou takes 
But Gold aud Silver, which naturally 
Culcined wifély, and not manually, 
4A new Generation will forth bring, 
Increafing its kind as doth every ie thing. 

Ome I know will ferve my Book as 
~ they have ferved others, out of it they 
will read their own. fantaftick proceffes, 
which I never dreamt of nor yet are they 
i Nature ; and whatever I write moft 
plainly; they will Allegorize, and fay it is 

: Hy EO ie, 
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ixue, for mattenof Operation he wrought 
well, but withalh very envioufly, and my- 
fterioufly.z'-he:eallsthe matter Gold, and 
Mercury, butthatois but allafively 5 but 
he meant Egg-fbe!s calcined; or Vitriol, 
or Mans Blood, on Dew, or Raifi:water, 
or, Salt:peter; or Nitre, or Tartar, or this 
orthat, thing, according to eheir fordid 
faney, and fo:they «will proceed; nothing 
unfertied in theit fancies by what T have 
candidly written: “Grofs Sots;’ thus’ to 
think; that lity nbat I without any equi- 

| vecation call 'Goldesand: Mercury, they 
| fhould.make;to allude to fuch ‘triftes : 
| it fis:the-fign of an Owl to be blinder, by 

4 | how?niuch-the Sun thines clearer; fet fe 
therefore to fatisfie the Ingenious, ‘profeG 
and. protelt, that; ‘without any Allufion or 

| Figure. in fpeakiag, our Matter 1s Gold, 
¢ | evenitheopurelt that ts:fold, or can be 

' beught:s;, this issour Mafculine Sperm. 
* — And-Ourjotber principle is Mercury, like 
ey : to that) which is. commionly fold, in form, 

; influxand;colour;only it 1s brighter, and | 
| fomevwhat-more ponderous 5 afd without =) | 

a ) any Metaphor we call it Argent vive. ) 
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In she ‘making of this Mercury is all our | 
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162 An Expofition upon 
fectet, and in the Regimen of the Fires 
according to its capacity, confifts the 
whole Maftery. O fools and blind ! think 
you to gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs 
of Thiftles? wherefore do you thus watte 
your Goods, proceeding in your Work; 
as an Afs to his Crib, never confidering 
the nature of the thing you go about > 
If Gold and Silver be your intention to 
produce, in what would you find'them > 
in Eggs, or Blood, in Salts, or fuch things? 
what a madnef§ is this? to what end think 
you _thefe operations will tend > what 
eonformity is there between what you 
feek, and that which you take in hand ? 
do you not confider the difference of ime 
pofition between thofé Su bjects, and Me- 
tals ? how do you think that they fhould 
give weight ‘to imperfedt Bodies, when as 
they themfélves are far more light them- 
felves 2 how can you expe from them 
a fpecifick perfeét Metalline Tincture, 
which have not any thing Metalline in 
them? You {ce not your own madnefs. 
it 1s no light matter to cau a Body, 
which perhaps is 10 or 12 partsat the 
leaft in 16 defective of the dimenfions of 

Gold, 



Sir G.Ripley’s firfi Gate. 163 
Gold, to penetrate its own dimenfions fo 
many times, to an{wer your fond defires, 
This which you attempt is to force Na- 

. ture, and to create Sperms, both which 
~ are vain to undertake, and truly impof_i- 
~-bles< Leave then this Sophiftry, and im- 
brace true Light. To create Sperms js 
Gods alone property, and eyery rhing 
hath its own Sperm, as it hath its own 
Form : there is nothing that hath a femi- 
nal virtue applicable to rwo things, every 
thing hath its own Seed, and according 
to its own Form. Gold therefore and 
Silver being thine intention, Jet the fame 
be thy fubje& to work upons Gold is 
thy firft Bafis, for thy. white muft firft 
come out of thy red, and when thy white 
Stone js perfect, then mayft thou nfe 
Luna vulgar. Now Gold muft have its 
hidden Seed extracted, and that is done 
by Mercury in Calcinatjon, for that ope- 
ration is the Mineral Copulation, in 
which the Seeds are fent forth and min- 
gled together, then fhall the old Body 
die, and a new Body fhall rif again, en- 
dowed with a multiplicative virtue, ac- 
cording to the ie of all things 5 for 

; L 3 it 
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164 An Expofition “upon: 

it favours rankly of abftrdity and igno- 
rance, to allow all things: almoft a maltt 
plicative power, and ito deny it to Gold, 

the moft perfec of all {ublunary things. 

And if it tre’ were thitk profit night be, 
Ta thiugs which are not Metdlline. 

But fome will fay, How will you an- 
i {wer the Philofophers, who affirm that 
their Stone is mall things, though in fome 
things nearer, and in {ome things at grea- 
ter dittance, yet in all'things according 
to the rule of ¢ propinquius & remotiut ¢) 
To fach anfwer, P grant and know that 
all things originally owe all their princi 
ple material ‘unto Water, and their for- 
mal unto Light; and according to the 
congrefs of thefe two principles, through 
the command of the Archited, this Light 

doth ‘illuminate the materia] Water in‘a 
fingular way, according to the Ideal {pe- 
cies which were'before in the Archetype’ 
So then the Matter refides in Water, the 
Informing in Light, and ‘the determina- 
tion of the Form, which is ‘as T may fay 
the F orm's formality, is inthe will of the 
rey uma ee' Creator, 
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Creator, firft impreffed or fealed, inthe 
word (frat, ) and ratified in his command 
( producat wnumquodque juxta fpeciem 
fuam. ) Now to apply this to our.prefent 
‘purpofe, ia Water and Light all, things 
agree, in the determination of [lumina- 
tion they differ. This determinative {en- 
tence of the Almighty, fealed a great va; 
riety. in the produéts of the Matter and 
Form, which are in themfelves general, 
and being thus fealed, not any thing can 
pafs from its kind to mix with another 
kind, but it will caufe a product parta- 
king of either Parent, nor can mixture 
be made but in the fame gerxas.or fhecies.5 
as an Apple may be graffed;on a Crab- 
tree, a Man may (though abominably } 
mix with a:Bealt, ( licentia naturali) but 
out of gexws or fhecies nothing can mix. 
There are alfo many particular-exceptions 
of things in one gezws, for many Trees 
I knew which the Art of man cannot in- 
graff one in another, fo as to grow, will 
yet grow well ingraffed elfewhere ; fo 
a Dog and a Moule cannot mix, being 
one {0 difproportionable to another, 

But this by the by. 
: L4 To 
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166 An Expofttion upon 
To return to our intention, we fay, 

that as all things are by the will and 
power of God fpecificated, fo with the 
deftruction of that fbecies, the Form (as 
to that individual ) perifhing, (for no 
intire /pecies can perifh ) things may both 
by Nature’ and Art return to their firft 
ftable principle material, which is Water, 
of which Nature, if it found it in a con- 
venient place, might (impregnating it 
with a Metalline Seed _) produce a Me- 
talline Sperm, or vifcofity, which then 
might be a Metal by decottion, and yield 
unto our work a profitable fubject, 

As ip Blood, Fees, Hair, Urine, or Wine, 
Or in mean Minerals digg'd out of the Mines 
Jet muft that Element be firft. purified and 
 feparate, tidigh 
And with Flements of perfet Bodies be 
 defponfate, | i 

S° then if thou canft (as by the Liquor 
 Alcaheft thou mayft) reduce a Body 
Che it what it will, whether Eggs, or Hair, 
or Urine, or a Spirit ardent, or any mean 
Mineral which is not of a Metalline impo- 
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fition) to Water, and after knoweft how 
to impregnate that Water with a {peci- 
ficated, feminal, influential Light, fo that 
that Water may penetrate its dimenfions 
at the leaft 16 times, and become a Mine- 
ral, Mercurial Juice 5 thou mayft then ex- 
pect as much profit from that Mercury, 
as from the belt Mercury that 1s fold in 
the Apothecaries fhops, and no more 3 
for thou mayft fo purifie i it, and {eparate 
its Feces and crudities, as that it may be- 
come fit to joyn with thy perfect Bodies : 
but I doubt this way will be fo hard, 
(try it when thou wilt, I fear the firtt 
will puzzle thee all thy life long, to turn 
all Bodies into Water, and the — 
would puzzle all the Devils in Hell, 
bring this Water toa Metallick feminal 
yifcofity ) that thou hadft better leave 
mufing on thefé Impoflibilities, and take 
my countel, that 1 is, {eek it there where 
Nature hath put it. 
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But firft of thine Elénents malk® thi Ro- 
.. batzon, AEE gt e 

And into Water thine Earth turn frflof all, | Then of thy Water make Air by levigation, i And. Air make Fires ther Mafter I will va thee call i e ef all our Secrets great and faall ¢ a Lhe wheelof Elements then haft thou turn'd 
about, 

Truly conceiving our Writings without doubt. 

1 Tak of thy clean Mereury, which is Ma animated according to what I have | * Introitus faithfully taught in my littleLatine*Trea¢ 
tom ale, and imix it with thy Body, as there 

I told you, ‘without ambiguity; put it 
ina Glafs, as] there advifed, and govern 
it witha Fire, as I in that Treatile or- 
dered, and thou fhalt {ee thy’ Elements 
circulates firft thou fhalt*have thy Gold 
diffolved, which thou fhalt know by thy 

; firft fign, which is a whitenef$ which will PT Bl arife like a skin in boiling upon the Wa- 
| ter. This Water will be made aérial, by 

fubliming in a continual Vapour ; for by 
conftant and continual Sublimation, our 

Stone 
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Stone is infpired, and takes life in the Air, 

anid lives, and fhews the “actions of life, 
and a living Water or Dew fhall from the 

top of the Gla ‘de(cend ypon the lower 
grounds; and‘make them fructifie 5 then 
{hall the Central Fire, which was hidden 
in the Earth, and is now in the Wa- 

fer, come forth and afcend with the 
Water, and in the form'‘of Air and Va- 

pour, fhalf beautifie thy Veffel with 
changable colours, Citrine, pale, blewifh 

and blackith': This is the Fire of Radical 
Sulphur, which when it 1s once ftirred up, 
is like unto the Fiery Dragon, and 

Ignis Tefernalis ; by this thou maytt know 
that the Heaven and the Earth, the Form 

and the Matter, the Male and the Female 

ate now beginning Conjunction :, when 
thou feeft this ‘fign, rejoyce, for know 
that now thy Bodies are made in greateft 
patt no Bodies; and this if thou doft 
work well, will be in 30 or 36 days. 

This 
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7, his done, go backwards juraing thy wheef 
OD | again, | 

Andinto Water. turn thy Fire anon, 
Air into Earth, elfe labourest thou in vain, 

Nov know, that all our three Circu- 
* * lations are fo called not without 
great reafon, for fo indeed they goon as 
a Wheel; put a Nail in a Wheel, and 
turn it, and you fhall (ee the Nail will 
with one half of your turning afcend,and 
the other half defcend: And then that 
Circulation is compleat, and you then 
muft go on to another Circulation. 

Thefe our Circulations are Solution 
and Congelation, Volatization and Fixa- 
tion, opening and fhutting ; when once 
thou haft brought thy Body to the height 
of Subtiliation, that the Spirit by de- 
coction can bring it to, then the Spirit 
hath done its work, and ceafeth then to 
be active; then begins the diffolved 
Body to work after its kind, and then 
the Spirit is paffive, and the Body ative ; 
tbus paflive Natures are made active, and 
active paflive, which is the Key of our 

; ' Mas 
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Sir G. Ripley’s fir Gate. 19% 
Maftery. Firft then, advance the Spirit 
above the Eody, till the Fire be difto- 
vered, which is in a yellow colour ; then 
advance the Body over the Spirit, till the 
Earth again appear, which is in a colour 
blacker than Pitch 5 which firft will begin 
with blewnef&, and this will decline dai 
more and more unto blacknefs. This 
yellow colour remember that it comes 
with a moifture of the Compound, other- 
wife what you do is all in vain: turn jt 
then into Water, thatis, let this yellow- 
nefs appear: iz humido, till by oppofition 
from the terrene qualities there be en- 
gendred a blewne(s, then continue this 
decodtion till all be intirely black, for in 
grofs moifture heat working, engenders 
blacknefs, with fuch like grofs colours. 

For fo to temperament is brought our Stone, 
And Natures contrattions. four, are made 

one 5 

After they have three times been circulate, 
Alfo thy Bafe perfectly confummate. . )} 

ney, Air then muft be thickned with 

the Body, which'is terrence and gro” 
being 
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122 ... AeExpofstion upor 
being not yet, putrified, and by this meatis 
the, Fire and the Air, and the Earth and 
Water will accord ; for Air. will agree 

with Water, and Earth with Fire :, The 
Ayr being then -tempered with Barth, 
jath by this reconeile the Water and. the 
Fire, ‘Thus, our firlt decostion confounds 
the Elements, and thus our Stone which “Tiake SST A SiC ati’ Sire tints 

was of fevered. qualities, is brought te, a 

temperateneli,. -hus by a natural, Circu- 
lation, the Quadrangle 1s made.a: Circle, 
and four qualities make a fifth, whichis a 
Neuter from the four, and. yet.partakes 
of all. ‘This firfé Conjunction. natural, 
which is made jn the Glafs without lay- 

ing on of hands, which we call Tripta; 
tive, is'the ground of the laft Tetraptive 
Conjunction, which: is made in the turn- 
ing round of the three Wheels, which 
doth perfeG the Stone... gasyass 

Dhus under the ntoifture of the Mogz. | 

VOvern then thy Bath firft-with a moift 
Fire, until the’ Body be made no 

Body, but.a flying Spirit 5 this isthe time 
of, the Womans i gn, and it is atoributed DOTS WAPRPA SPIRE Coe sas 
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to the Moon .; for our Gold till it be dif 

i | folved’, all the work depends only upon 
+ | the active, virtue of the Water, ; which 
¢ | caufeth the flow appearance of our figns, 

ds | Thy Elements {hall be incinerate foon, 
ch | Loh then haft thon the Maitery Wate. 

| Wise thou shaft by thy, firft ‘Waters 
| “*..Pontick virtue and firinefs,. 0. far 
| diffolved thy Body as to fet at liberty. its 

, | internal Sz/phur, then thy Operations will 
| befpeedy; for the Sulphyr of the Water, 

, | together with the natural Su/phur of thy, 
) Gold, by mixture will make an unnatural 
| Fire, which will then, burn like to.the 
Fire of Hell, firft making a total end of 

) that diffolution which was but in “part 
| made by the Water, and after. that dry- ) ing up and congealing its own moilture, 
j and the moifture of the Water, ‘uniting 
| the Sulphur of the Syzand the Si 
| the Water, ‘and the Mercury of the tes 
; and 

pene Of 



> oo MERRIER Ts Ame eerie | 

é ee ee “ RAI TUN yee 

au 

PRE LERE RS ERROR, SRE Or RETEST ES 

174. AnExpofition upon 
and the Mercury of the Water, and the 
united Sulpher prevailing over the united 
Humidity, rotting it into powder as {mall 
as Atoms, black of the blackeft black, 
thou fhalt then, fee a total. mixture of 
Seed§, ‘and death. of thy Compound. 
This rotting will begin about the 42, 46 
or 56 day, and the figns of it are, the 
Fumes will not afcend, but the Matter 
will boil at the bottom of the Glafs, like 
to’ melted Pitch, boiling and bubbling, 
(welling and puffing in a black colour, 
every. day blacker and blacker, fhewing 
changable rotting colours in its boiling. 
This will continue till it be fo thick, that 
it boil not, but grow hard and {well 5 yet 

it will vary often, and appear fometimes as 
though dry, and fometimes 4 little mot- 
{ture will appear, with frefh bubbling, but 

no Fumes. And this will laft about 46 
days, no Funes rifing at all, fo that about 
the 84th or got" day, after thy Matters 
begin.to be boiled ‘in a continual de- 
coction, Putrefaction will be compleat, - 
and then Sublimation or Circulation will 
begin again, which in 46 or 50 days will 
end in a white Dove. ~ 

wi This 
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| » This firft token of blacknefs proclaims i 
1} thee a Mafter, after which thou.canft not il, 
|} well mifs, unlefs thou wilt. This is the Hl , |  aftonifhment.of-Art, to make Gold vola- S| 
f : tile, which was, {o fixed’: be patient then, Wl) | 
, and boy! continually till: your Gold: be- i 
5} gin to diilolve,iiand come upon the Wa- ry 
¢} ter dike: a.Creath. \Then: continue your Ve ‘ Lit 
a P decodcion till.the colour begin to change 
¢ | imto an imperfeet Citrine; with moitture, 
3 | and tend ep. \ellowith vapours: This Ci- 
t, | steine will fodn be: mixed with a blewith 

Score ae aes = 
wy } black} and, yer continue. the déco@ién 
y | till the Clouds-begin to: ril@sand a dark 
ut | miflt:.then contnde your. boyling , till 
et breath fail \that-ds; the Clouds:and Funies 
3} arene morésthenthe Compound boyl 
gr | at the bottom without Fumes; and. will 
nt | shew dark, ob{cure, reddifh, yellowith, 
6 | -Blewith, erdylarid blackifh:colours ; then 
pit | scantifiue yanr. decoction ‘till the Body 
ts | -atd,; whole: Gompound begin'to rot into 
t- | toms, whichithe 50% day: will give you ny wit, | @ Harbinger omfore:runner of, with Pit- 1) gl | chy blacknefs ; thenknow that all is tho- rh 
gl | »tQwly mingléd\ together, and will never 

_ eeeafe till thelcdamned Earth come, the iy This M Earth i 
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176 An Expofition upon 
Earth of Leaves, which is a duft im- 
spal pable. 

Lhe Head of the Crow that token call we, 
had fome do call it the Crows Bill, 
-Seme call it the Afbes of Hermes Trees 
And thus they name it afier their will, 
Our Toad of the Earth which eateth bis fill. 
Some call it by what it is mortificate, 
Our Spirit. with Venom intoxicate. 
But it hath names I fay to thee infinite 5 
For after each thing that blackne{s is to fight 
Named it is, till time it waxeth white 5 
Then hath it names of more delight, 
After all things that been full white. 
Lind the red likewife after the fame, 
Afier all red things doth take the name, 
At the first Gate, &c. 

| yes token then iscalled the Crow, the 
: Crow’s|Head,and the Crow's Bill; for 
it is a fhining»blacknefs, like unto Prin- 

ters Ink, ora folid Coal new. broken} or 
the moft black and compacted broken 
Pitch. : 

, Others name it the Afhes of Hermes 
Tree, for it isAfhes out of which grows 

: a 
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a Tree afterwards, beautiful and glorious 
with Sprigs and Branches, and changable 
colours. 

And indeed this liberty the Philofo- 
phers have taken, to call’ it what they 
lift: they call it their Toad which craw- 
Jeth on the ground, and feedeth upon the 
{lime of the Earth; becaufe before it 18 
guite black, 1t may refemble the colours 
of a Toad, and its likenef§, puffing and 
{welling, and rugged with bunches and 

_bhifters, and knobs. 
Others. call it a Spirit killed with its 

own deadly poifon, that is, Mercury dit 
foiving Gold, in which diffolved Body 
(which then feems a Spirit) there is a hid- 
den ferment, which may recongeal the 
fame: this fermental virtue it 1s that doth 
coagulate or thicken the Water, that'to 
the wonder of the Beholders what before 
was thinner and thinner, doth after 40 
days thicken, till it comé''to a duft-or 
powder like toimpalpable Atoms. 

But I {hall not infift upon thefe deno- 
minations, there being fo many given to 
it by the Envious, that there is nothing 
almoft in the World that is black, or may 
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178 An Expofition upon 
be made black by the Fire, but they have 
named it by it. Alfo whatever is filthy ” 
or fzculent, or unfavoury either to tafte 
or fmell, they have Allufively called their 
Stone by,in reference to its firft putrid- 
nefs or corruption. So likewife when 
by. continuance of decoction the colour 
changeth to.white, they then call it their 
Swan, their. Dove, their white Stone of 
Paradife, their white Gold, their Alabla- 
{ter, their white Smoak, and in a word 
whatever is white they docallitby. And 
fo the Red they name their Vermilion, 
their red Lead; their Poppy of the Rock, 
their Lyre, their Bafilisk, their red Lion, 
and in-{um it borrows thé names of all 
red things. 
Now thou art entred the firft five 

Gates of the Philofophers Caftle; for do 
not believe but that Calcination is verily 
Putrefaction, and is done by Diflolution, 
Separation, and- Conjunttion, as if thou 
haft-attended -this difcour thou mayft 
eafily conceive: only here is the Sophifm, 
after this total Calcination, there is a re- 
lenting again; for as J {aid before, our 
Operation is but turning as it were of a 

Wheel, 
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Sir G. Ripley's firSEGate. 179 
Wheel, whichrruns one half ofits circu- 
Jation direatly backwards to its firft pro- 
grefs. Thow fublimeft fo long, till the 
Body is made as volatile as it may be, this: 
is the attivity'of the Spirit ; then thou 
congealeft {o long, till «all appear dike 
Atoms ,:and then is thy bodily virtue 
active, and’ thy Spirit paflive 5 then thy 
Spirit begins to be active again; and: thy 
Compound which was apparently fixed, 
relents again and diftils as before, till it 
come to its: height again: of volatility; 
which is again a Separation ; then is ce- 
lebrated again a Conjunction Tetraptive, 
and from that time all:afcends and de- 
{cends together, and there is fuch an 
unron, that’ there doth ‘not then (as:at 
firft /) exhale a quick Fume, and defeend 
upon the: bodily Moles, but all afcends 
like to: a glorious Tred with branches, 
and is not fublimed tothe top, but {prouts 
up like the tender Froft‘in a fair morn- 
ing, which’falls and rifes till all becomea 
Powder impalpable. Soothen. after Calci- 
nation is‘again a Solution ,. and: that di- 
vides between Azoth and: Laton, andsa 
diftilling Separation in which /4z0th| wafh- 

M 3 eth 
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firft 

WL eth Laton; and after that a Conjunction; f 
ah not of the four Elemental qualities only ,, ( 

i il which was in the firft Conjunction, but of I 
) in} 

f 

a the Elements themfelves, the Body, Soul i 
and Spirit; and then is made another on 

ih Calcination into a white Calx, which by ti 

We continual decottion relents again, and is t 

1 | made volatile again: for our Wheel goes a 

Bhi round, and when it is come thither ig 

Wi whence it fet forth, it begins again: fn 

a) Thus is made a third Solution, Sublima- ff 

ye tion and Calcination into a red Elixir, || tl 

All which isthe Sabboth of Natureand Arts} fi 

Ve at which being arrived, there is no far- J t 

et ther progrefs without a new Marriage, } V 

: either by Ferment or otherwife, accor- || ti 

} ding to the rule of Nature and Art: fo | yo 
that indeed all our work is three Rota- |} bj 

i tions, and every Rotation hath three } fn 

; Members, Solution, Sublimation, and Cal- th 

i cination. The firft Solution, is called In- | m 
_ ceration, and Reduion or Liquefaction, | fi 

: the fecond properly Solution, the third | b 

ii Inceration. Thefirft Sublimation is called =} a1 

| Diftillation , Afcenfion and: Defcenfion, | hn 
_ the fecond Separation and Ablution, the | is: 
| third Exaltation and Sublimation. The and 

Se 
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Firft Calcination is called Calcinationand 
Conjunction Irrptative, Putrefaction, cc. 

The fecond Congelation, Albification and 
Fixation ; the ‘Third Illumination,  @&cx 

only remember, thou in thy:firft Calcitias 
tion attaineft compleat PuttefaGion, it 

the fecond the compleat white Ziixir, 
and in the thitd the compleat Red.» This 
I premife to undeceive thee;.that thow 

mayft not think to have a Calcinatiom 
firtt, a Diffolution next ;:a Separation 

thirdly, a Conjunction fourthly, a Putre= 

faction fifthly, ¢c.. No verily, when 
thou firft putteft. thy Matters into the 

Veflel, m the firft day of thy Operation; 
thou giveft a Fire in which! thy .Com: 

pound boilcth, fwelleth, and puffeth vifiz 

bly, and drops run:down in veins off 
from the Convex of thy Glafs; for in 

this Merciry thy Gold will, beyond: the 

nature of any other Mercury;:flow in the 
Fire as if the whole was Mercury, and 

boy! vifibly, which muft never ceafe, not 
a moment, for it brings imminent damage: 

In the firft days of your boyling ; whieli 
is accompanied with a conftantiafcending 

and return of Fumes, your Compound 
M 4 grOWS 

A 
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grows moreland more liquid, now and 
then \askin-appearing in the: form ofa 
diftinguithable, though not very obfer2 
vable, whitenefs. At length a yellowith 
eolour will appear, lef at firft, and mote: 
afterwards diftinguifhable, both in the 
boyling Compound below, and in the 
Fumes above; and when thou feeft thy 
Glafs as if it were all over gilded, where 
the Fumes afcend with a blewnefs, them: 
know that thy Man and Wife do mix! 
their Seeds, then fhall an obfcure green: 
ne(s pafs and:continue a f{eafon, then {hall 
thy Fumes’ diminifh,: and at length be 
none at all, and the Compound {half 
boyl ‘and {well inthe bottom of the 
Glafs: 

After that, the more: you boyl, yous 
Compound will be the more black, com- 
ing at laft to the tempér of melted Pitch 
for colour ‘and bubbling, which fhall rot 
with obfcure colours untill it come to 
the period of Putrefaction, which is a 
moft exquifitely fubtle, black, un@uous 
Powder; which about the 84° or 
go" day ina good decoéion will be 
compleat; 

: Take 
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Sir G. Ripley’ s firft' Gate. 18 
‘Take heed now, for 1 fhall not make’ 

fuch another ‘particular Syfteme of the 
Work in allmy Writings! When the ful-’ 
nefs of compleat Calcmation is perfec, 
then will the parts begin: to liquefie toe- 
gether again, and you then fhall fee Va- 
pours begin to arife again, firft like to 
a Smoak, which will after return in drops 
condenfing on the Veffel ‘fides, which’ 
clieve me isa gallant fight ; for in this 

Operation as blacknefs by little wears 
away, fuch colours will appear which 
thou canft not imagine, that thou wilt 
{teal from Natures due to fatisfie thine 
eyes in the beholding of it, when thou 
fhouldeft fleep. 
‘This Circulation with infinite variety 
of colours will laft between 20 and 30 
days, arid then thou thale fee thy Matter: 
appear pretty white, which then will 
grow whiter and whiter, till ic become 
like a glittering Sword in the Sun-beams : 
truft me, for I have feen this fhining 
fparkling ‘white, which yet will be quick 
like a moft slorious Heaven-born Mer 
eury, the fubje& of wonders. 

Then fhajl thefe Fumes begin to ceafe, 
and 
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184 An Expofition upon 
and thou fhalt {ee a €ongelation, like to 
the {parkling twinkling eyes of Fithes, 
which moving unceffantly on the Fire, 
will glitter incomparably and. wonder- 
fully, and thickning more and more, it 
will {prout like the tender Froft ina moft 
amiable luftre, and in 25 days halt thou 
have it a moft impalpable undifcernable 
Powder. Now thou needeft no farther 
in{truction, only this let me tell you, that 
the continuing your Glafs in the Fire, 
and increafing it difcreetly, this white 
will relent again, and change into a per- 
fect green, and will again circulate and 
become perfe& Azure, and at the length 
thicken, and in the end become (after a 
long Citrinity ) in a moment a fparkling 
red pure impalpable Powder. Under- 
ftand this well; and you will not be ama- 
zed any longer with the diftinction of 
our Operations, which is but Solution 
€ which contains Separation or Sublima- 
tion, and Volatization) and Coagulation, 
which contains Conjunction, Calcination 
and Fixation; and all is but a fucceffive 
action and paflion of Gold the Body 
and his qualities, and Mercury the oie 

an 



and its qualities, between which inter- 
cedes a Spirit of Life, which carries them 
up and down like a Wheel, which turns 
till it returns thither whence it. procee- 
ded, and then begins again and turns fo 
long till it finds its reft, which is in the 
Fiery Cathedra, the red of the reddeft, 
the great Elixir commanding all Metals, 
and reducing them to the highelt period 
of Nature, which is Gold it felf, having 
attained a plafquam perfection, through 
the marvellous co-operation of Art and 
Nature. 

Thus Gold is thy Bafe or Foundation, 
the Centre to which all thy Operations 
return, and in which they reft; for they 
are but Circulations in their own kind, 
and thefe Circulations are unceffantly 
carried along through the never-ceafing 
action of the Fire, which .a little in- 
termiffion would retard notably, an ex- 
tinction of the heat would extinguifh 1r- 
recoverably. If any then fhould ask us, 
what our natura] Operation of the Stone . 
is; we would an{wer, a making of active 
Natures paflive, and paffive active, by 
continual decoction. We boyl continu- 

ally, 

_ Sir G, Ripley's first Gate. 138 i 
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ally, and when the Spirit is active there 
is a conftant’ afcenfion and defcenfion, 
and the Body is diffolved and made to 
fly like a Spirit; and when the Body is 
active, the Fumes by little and little ceafe, 
and the Compound remains below, boil- 
ing without fuming, thickning and then 
at length calcining: and this is without 
hands repeated three times, the Fire only 
being kept continually, and then a Sab> — 
both of reft and perfection is attained : 
in the mean time divers colours come and 
go, which the dying Body and vegetative 
Soul do work and caufe. Truft me, Friend 
and Brother, thou never had{t fuch a 
manuduct as this in thy life, the Reafons 
of my plainnefs my little Latine Treatife 
doth clearly thew. 

Lhe Battle's fought, the Conquef? won, 
The Lyon dead reviv'd 3 

The Eagle's dead which did hin flay, 
And both of fenfe depriv'd. 

The Showrs ceafe, the Dews which fell 
For fix weeks, do uot rife 5 

The ugly Toad that did fo fivell, 
With {welling bwrfts and dies. 

The 
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The Argent Field with Oris flain'd, 
With Violet intermix d, pe 

The fable Blackis not difdain'd, 
Which fhews the Spirits fix d. 

The Compound into Atoms turn d, 
The Seeds together blended 5 

The flying Soul to th’ Earth return d, 
The foaring Bird defcended. 

The King and Queen contumulate, 
And joyn'd as one togethers 

That which before was two, by Fate 
Is ty'd, which none can fever. 

The King begets the Queew with Child, 
Conjunétfion doth allay 

Their fury who before were wild, 
Conception both doth flay- 

The King is:Brother to bis Wife, 
And fhe to him is Mothers 

One Father is to both, whofe life 
‘Depends upon each other: 

The one when dead, the other dyes, 
And both are laid in Graves 

The Coffin’s one in which both lyes, 
Each doth the other fave. 

Tet each the other doth deftroy, 
And yet both are amended 5. 
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Wi) One without tother bath no joy, | 
at Both are of one defcended. | 
‘al Twice fourty days do come and go, | 

To which twice five are added, 
ai Thefe do produce a perfec Crow, 

_ | Whofe. blackuefs chears hearts fadded. 
S| Twice fifteen:more praduce a Dove, 

W hofé wings are bright and tender 5 
Twice tex xeore make the Soul above 

To need no Fire defender. 
For Soul\and: Bady (0 combine, 

The Spirit, interceding, 
nd . Linure to give of Silver fine, 
awe The Soul the Body.in leading. 

| Alo fuch fixity to add, . 
Againft.the Flances prevailing, 

VW hich way. the Chymift make full glad, 
Lhe Sophister ftill failing. 

Who feeks im fancies for to find 
Our Art fo. much concealed, 

| Not-dily. weighing in.his.mind 
| That:'tis a: Fountain fealed, 

4 Which.one. thing only can unlock 
ie eae This onething leatn taknow, 

Left youthe fausceuenthould mock, 
Lhut thing thefe, Lies: dofhew. 

AN 
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The Second (sate Opened, 
Which is 

DISSOLWTION. 

Of Diffolution now will I fpeak a word or 
two, 

Which fheweth out what erft was hid from 

Sight, 
And maketh antenuate things that were 

thick alfo, 
Ey virtue of our first MenStrue clear and 

bright, 
Inu which our Bodies eclipfed been of light, 
And of their hard and dry compattion fub- 

tilate, 
Tuto their own firft. Matter kindly retro- 

gradate. 

Hee run through the Chapter 
of Calcination, | now come to 
handle Diffolution, which as f 

{aid before, is the firft beginning of the 
Spirits activity, and it is the firft half of 

N the 
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the Wheel which turns up the Spirit, and 
down the Body ; the fecond hath acon- 
trary operation, for it makes the Body 
active, and Spirit paflive: fo then Calci- 
nation hides the profundity of the Body, 
Which Solution difcovereth. It is then 
nothing elfe but a boiling of hard and 
dry Bodies in our Mercury, in a conve- 
nient Fire, fo long till they be diffolved 
and made thin; then the fame Fire makes 
them fly, aiid flying they condenfe and 
return in drops on the Body, and moiften 
it: This is Solution and Sublimation to- 
gether, for the Water circulating upon 
the Body, doth foften it, and by often 
returning doth at length bring it to its 
own nature of moifture. In this Refolu- 
tion , according. to Artephius, the Sun 
lofeth its colour and is darkned, and the 
Moon doth not give her light, for all 
things are turned into their confufed 
Chaos, or firft Matter, in which the Ele- 
ments with their qualities are hurried 
together. 
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Oue i Gender they be, aud in Number two, 
Whofe Father is the Sun, aud the Moon the 

Mother : 
Lhe mover is Mercury «Thefe and no more be 
Our Magnefia, ovr Adrop, and none other 
Things here be, but only Sifter and Brother : 
That is to mean, Acent and Patient, 

Sulphur and Mercury co-effential to our 
| zutent. 

He caufe of this is the Homogeneity 
- of the Matter, wherein they agree 

in eflence, together with the difference 
which is between them in Sex, they be- 
ing in the Glafs as Male and Female ; and 
in ripene(S of years-one being more 'ma- 
ture, and by confequent more aétive, 
(to wit, the Suz, who therefore is the Fa- 
ther } the other more crude (in com- 
parifon of the Suz) and fo more paflive, 
viz. the Moon, which therefore is the 
Mother of our’ Stone. This Mother is 
our Mercury ( which for its eminent dif- 
ference from any other Mercury, is called 
the Moon_) with its internal true Su/phar, 
which is hidden under its Mercurial form, 

N 2 doth 
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194 Ax Expofition upon , 
doth firlt move 5 for at firft our Body, 
which 1s Gold, is dead, and liveth not 
till it be quickned by our Mercury, then 
it Jives: it behoveth thee then to put in 
thy Body and thy Water, and Jet them 
{tand together, and add nothing tothem. 
This Compofition duly made we call our 
Magnefia, and our Adrop, and nothing 
entreth, neither Powder nor Liquor, fave 
only thefe two fhecies, which fhecies are 
the perfect Body and Argent vive. 

Thefe two (prung out of one Root, 
for as I told you, the Soul of thy anima- 
ted Mercury 1s perfect true Gold, yet vo- 
Jatile, which by Art may be made to ap- 
pear ina fixed form: fo then we joyn 
Confanguinity with Confanguinity, Bro- 
ther with Sifter, and make them become 
together Man and Wife. Thefe two by 
continual Fire do aé and re-act, the Wo- 
man firlt, and then the Man, feveral, 
which then are joyned and make one 
Hermaphrodite, acting one half of each 
Circulation as a Woman or Spirit, and the 
other half as a Mari or Body. 

For each of the two principles have a 
Sulpkur aad a Mercuriality; the Gold or 

Body 
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Body hath its Su/phur external and appa- 

rent, the Mercury the Spirit hath 1t inter- 

nally hidden, yet both thefé are co-eflen- 

tial each to other, and in that refpect 

they are the only fubjects in the World 

for our Art. 

Between thefe two in quality contrarious, 
Tegendred is a mean molt marvellous, 
Which is our Mercury and Menftrue un- 

uous 5 | 

Our fecret Sulphur working invifibly, 
More fierce then Fire burning the Body, 

Diffolving Metals into Water Mineral, 
Which Night for darknefs in the North we 

0 cal. 

FO with their Homogeneity , they 
have withall fuch a Contrariety in 

oppofite qualities, that they do no fooner 

feel the Fire, but they are ftirred up to 

Work, and boiling and circulating ina 
continual Ebullition ot Vapour, they do 

mingle their homogeneal qualities toge- 
ther: by reafon of which there ts a 
ftrange medium, of anunnatural Fire and 
a putrefying Bath ingendred, then the 

N 3 Sulphur 
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Sult bur or Fire of the Gold, which is the 
Fire of Nature,:and the Sulphur of the 
Water, do embrace one another, and thefe 
two make an unnatural Fire, in. which 
the Humidity appears, and the Sulphur 
being hidden to the eye, appears in its 
effects only to fight, and that is, it burns, 
deftroys and conquers. the Bodies, which 
common Fire never could do, making 
them to be no Bodies, but.a Fume of 
Mineral Vapour; and in this Operation 
the Elements are confufed,.and make our 
Chaos which is void and.dark, for here 
the Lights of the World.are eclipled; the 
Suna is darkned, and the Wooz fheweth’ 
not its light: which watrifhnefs, of the 
Compofitions, for its abundance of mot- 
fture , and privation of fight, we call 
Winter, and Night, and the North Latt- 
tude of our Stone. 
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But yet I trow thou underftandft vot utterly, 
The very fecret of F hilofophers Diffolution, 
Thereforeunderftand me, 1 counfel thee wit- 

sily, 
For the truth I will tell thee without delufion, 
Our Solution is caufed of our € ongelation 5 

For Diffolution on the one fide corporal, 
Caufeth Congelation on the other fide fhzri- 

tual. 

W Hen once thou haft the true maftery 
of our. Diffolution, thou needeft 

take no care for Congelation, for go- 

verning it on with thy Fire, thou fhalt 

attain Coagulation without any laying 

on of hands. Therefore faith Ricardzs, 

above all things it is wonderful, that in 

our work, Calcination, Diffolution, Subli- 

mation, Putrefaction, Separation, Con- 

junction, Death and Purification, fhould 

be performed in one Veflel, and one 

linear decogtion, without laying on of 

hands : for verily the Diflolution of the 

Body thickensthe Spirit, as it 1s.in Water 

in which Gum or fuch a thing is diffol- 

ved; for by how much the one is diffol- 
N 4 ved, 
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a ved, the other is congealed : this proves b 
mM Wate the naturality of our Work, for as a grain = te 
al of Corn is in the bowels of the Earth em 
ay foftned with the moift Vapour; and fwel- | in 
q Jeth thereby, this Vapour is alfo termina- 

| ted by the fermental odour of the Grain, @ } 
a and fo both grow up together into Stalks . tp 
Ml and Ears, | 

| | lw 
And we diffolve into Water which wetteth | 

20 hand fan 
i a For when the Earth is integratly incinerate, } th 
: Then is the Water congeal'd : This under- ju 
| ie _fland, | | bo 
| ae For our Elements are Jotogether concatenate, i} to 
? Lhat when thy Body frone its first forteis dc 

alterate, | by 
A new form is indued immediately, the 
Since nothing being without all form is ut- cul 

terly. I wl 

O we in our Work diffolve out Body, # \ 
which is Gold, in its own Water, in to ; . aue ° . | which itis foftned as a Seed in its ‘proper 7] Or 

ground, and being foftned it relents into 7) ay 
Water, not diaphanous, ‘fch as is the i 
Waters of the Clouds, or of Fountains, tn 

but 
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but Mineral, even Mercury which wet- 
teth no hand, nor cleaves to any thing 
but that’ which is of its own fubftance 
and effence. 

So that then in our Work, our two 
Principals work not according. to their 
fingle difpofittons, but as conjund.; the 
one, faith the Philofopher , dyeth not 
without its Brother : therefore. when 

) | thou calcineft the Earth, thou .doft in it 
| and with it calcine the Water, and inthis 

, | the Souls of both are tyed together, to 
- | the end that they may ferve the, wife Phi- 

| lofophers. Therefore let all thy ftudy be 
, § to.unite Natures, which thou canft never 
: | do, unlefs thou feparate firft their Souls 

| by Sublimation, and afterwards unite 
| them in blacknefs, which a continual Cir- 
| culation of thy Water upon the Earth 
| will produce. 

Now know, that when thou {eett thy 
| Water and thy Body boil together, {o as 
| to thicken one another, and to congeal a 

one another, that then thy {cience is true, Hit 
and. then thy Body which thus thickens, de 
isnot the fame which thou putteft in, but | 
a middle coagulate, a terra Addie, a 

Limus ‘My 
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Limus. and Chaos, for one form being 
taken away, a fecond neceflarily follows 
immediately 5 for as no Body can at any 
time have more than one form, {0 can it 
never be void of all form. 

Lind here'a fecret Iwill to thee difclofe, 
Which is the ground of our fecrets all, 
Audit not. known thou fhalt but lofe 
Thy labour and costs both great and {wall ; 
Take heed therefore in error that thon not 

fupeee 
Lhe more thine Earth, and the lefs thy moi- 

fiure be, 
The rather and better Solution foalt thou fee. 

AN here take notice by the way, that 
that is no total Diffolution which is 

before Calcination, but only partial, the 
Water refolves as much as it can of the 
Body, fo much that it doth fever between 
its Spirit.and Body; but by reafon of its 
perfection and {trong compaction, it finds 
a great deal of difficulty before a total 
Refolution, and. therefore it putrefies 
what is moft grofs, and thus brings it. to 
Atoms, yhich when it is once fubtilized 
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beyond the exigency of its:own nature, 
it then is diffolved, and relents, and then 

Diffolution .is ‘made totally, wiz. after 
PutrefaGtion. Then at length it becomes 
all like a glorious Argent vive, and this 
immediately before the Lunary Coagula- 
tion: Know then that our firlt Joofing ts 
into a vifcous. Powder, which is brought 
on by Incrudation, or rather Liquefacti- 
on ; for know that till after Putrefaction, 

our Stone and Compound is moift in the 

Fire, but hardens. more and more by how 
much the colder it is, and: foftens more 
and more by how much hotter it 1s, and 
the heat flacking, the. boiling will change 

into a feeming Vegetation, and the Fire 
going out; it is hard rather than (oft, yet 
the mingling of the Natures is known by 
the colours, and drawing to Calcination. 
Therefore thy. firft Operation is to dry 
up thy fuperfluous watrifh: mowture, not 
evaporating it, but congealing it on the 
Body. Think. not then, as fome of the. 
envious Sophiltically write, that the more 
you put of your, Water, the fooner you 
diflolve, and congeal. the lower : No ve- 
ruy, your Calcination ts but the medium 

of 
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Wl, of true Solution, which is (truft me) not 
at total nor proper till after Putrefadtion. 
a I fhould never have told thee thisMyfte- — } 1! 

| . yy, had not the love of my Neighbour } tit 
compelled me: That opening ofthe Body | 

_ | which is before, is but an opening ofits |) ai 
a pores, which lets our Water in, andthen | wi 
Pal after death and refurrection the Mercury —_) {oi 
| of Sol is vifible to the eye, which before | th 
| was but diftinguifhable by its effect: Bo 
ae | ay the 
a Behold how Ice to Water doth relent, ae 
1h WS | And foit must, for Water it was before 5 the 
ra i Right fo again our Water to [arthis went, ef 

And Water thereby congeal'd for evermore: | th 
For after all Philofophers that ere were bore, | {x 
Fach Metal once was Water Mineral, } vol 
Therefore with Water they turn to Water all. 

Ih 
then our Body hath moifture in it Of 

Y felf, but this moifture is fealed,as Wa! | J} 
ter when frozen by the Cold. But when |} y 

| the pores of the Body are by our Water | 
el opened, and its centra] Fire fet at liberty, 

this internal Fire of Nature makes the | T 
Body to become no Body, but avery 
Spirit. ter 

In 
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In this fame Operation the Spirit 1s 

congealed, for the Body hath init more 
virtue then its two Sociats, that is, than 

the Soul and Spirit. This is the action and 
re-action of our Body-and its Water, for 

our Body is in its occulto Mercury, and 
our Mercury is in its occulto Sol 3 there- 
fore they embrace each other, becaufe of 
the nearnefs of their Natures, and fo the 
Body hath its profundity difcovered, and 
the Watervits altitude, and both together 
are glorified in one Spiritual Body toge- 
ther, according to Noble Hermes, Vis ejus 
eft integra ft verfa fuerit in terram. But 
thou canft never have this excellent 
fixity, till the fixed have attained its 
volatility. 

In which Water of kind occaftonate, 
Of qualities been repugnance and diverfity, 
Things into things mujt therefore be Rotate, 
Until that Trinity be brought to perfed 

Unity. 

His Water into which our Bodies are 
firft liquefied, is not properly Wa- 

ter, but (vzodo quodam) as we may fay a 
the 
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the Fire. During the predomination of 

the Woman, all appears in a moift po- 

fture, and fo will do moft part of the firft 

30 days; yet this is a grofs moifture, and 
by confequence the more fit for Putre- 

faction: in which grofs Humidity all the 

Elements are in a confufion, net the Ele- 

ments of the great World, but our Mine- 
ral Elements; thou mutt therefore work 

by a continual boiling, in which thy 
Compound will appear like. unto the 
ttormy Sea in a Tempeft, raging and 
(welling, ‘waves and bubbles rifing one 

in the neck-of another inceflantly. The 
Vapour of ‘this Bath being imprifoned, 
condenfeth and returns every moment, 
until there be an union made of all the 
Elements, in a terra Adamica, or Limus. 

Then will the Body, Soul and Spirit re- 
main below in the bottom of the Veftel, 

which is asa Tomb, in whichthey dye 
and rot, and are putrified. 
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For the Scripture recordeth when the. Earth 
fhall be 

Troubled, and into the deep Sea fhall be caft 
Mountains and Bodies likewife at the loft. 

en will our Earth be moved, and 
the powers of our Heaven will be 

fhaken, and the windows thereof opened, 
and an univerfal Deluge will come upon 
the face of the whole Earth, which will 

| deftroy all things, and cover the higheft 
_ Mountains, fo that all Flefh thall dye: 

thefe Waters willbe a long time upon the 
face of the ground. 

Our Bodies be likned conveniently 
| Lo Mountains, which after high Planets we 

nature 5 
| Into the deeps therefore of Mercury 
| Turn them, and keep thee out of blame, 

| For then fhalt thou fee anoble game, 
| How all will become Powder as oft as Silk; ) So doth our Runnit kindly curd up our Milk, 

ahs have many of the envious alle- 
gorized of the Scripture, and veiled 

their 
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206 An Expofition upon | 

their Work under feveral paffages and 
overtures which are. mentioned therein, — 
to which they have fome refemblance: 
they have called their Metals Sol and 
Luna, Mountains, either for the fituation 
fake, they being generally found in 
Mountains 3:or by oppofition fake, for as 
Mountains are higheft above ground, fo 
they lye deepeft under grounds; or for 
that as the Mountains are nearer the Sun, 
fo thofe do approximate nearer to ccele- 
{tial Influences than any other Bodies 
whatfoever : fo alfo they have ftiled them 
by the names of Planets, by reafon of 
fome fimilitude, 

But it makes not fo much for the name, 
the thing is, take the Body which. is 
Gold, and throw it into. Mercury, fuch | 
a Mercury which is bottomlefs, that is, 
whofe centre it can never find but by 
difcovering its own; govern them wife- 
ly with Fire, as thy Matter requireth, 
then fhall thy Gold vifibly liquefie in the 
Fire, that is, appear thin as if it were 
Mereury, and it will {well, bubble and 
boil, fo long till the moifture be termina- 
ted by the Body into an impalpable are 

er, 
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der, as naturally as Runnit doth curdle 
Milk into Cheefet This total redu@tion 
into Atoms, is the perfection of Putre- 
faction, in blacknefs moft black, and it 
begins before the 5ct day, and endeth 
before or about the got day, in variable 
colours. 

Then have thy Bodies their Sirst form lot, 
And others been indued tmmediately, 
Then hast thou well beflowed thy coif, 
When others uncunning muft go by, 
Not knowing the fecrets of ony Philofophy. 

Ti thou haft a Body, not fuch a 
one as thou putteft in, but Herma- 

phroditical, which yet hath but one form, 
Nor is it the fame form it had, though 
am accidental imperfect one in the fame 
kind 5 which imperfeé form is not to be 
delpifed, for thefe Athes aré the Tomb of 
our King. Honour then the Sepulchre of 
him and of his Queen, if ever thou expect 
to fee them returning from the Eaft in 
power and great glory. Never grutch 
it then that thou haft deftroyed thy 
Gold, for he that thus deftroys it, lofeth 

O Ae 
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30% An Expofition upon. 
it not, but foweth good Seed in good 
Earth , from whence he fhall receive it 
with an hundred-fold increafe.: when as 
he that faveth his Gold in this Work, lo- 
feth his labour, and is deceived for lack 
of true underftanding, when as he under- 
takes this Work without the true know- 
ledge of its caufes. 

Jet one point more I wus tell thee, 
How that each Body hath dimenfions three, 
Altitude, I atitude, and alfo Profundity 5 
By which all Gates turn we muft our Wheel. 

Hy Aving then this Myftery, which is 
the Stumbling-block at which thon- 

{ands ftumble, who cannot for all their 
talk deftroy their Bodies, which is not to 
be done but by the Alkazheé#, which is an 
unprofitabie way for our Work, and by 
our Mercury, viz. in 40 days, or there- 
abouts : Then know which mutt be your 
next progrefs, for Calcination is but a 
term put on our Work by Authors, and 
it reacheth to the end of Putrefaction, 
our firft Calcination. I told you before, 
that all our Work was compleat in three 

Circu- 
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Circulations, and every Circulation had 
three periods; fo now I tell. you, that 
thefe three periods are Altitude, Latitude 
and Profundity : Altitude and Profun- 
dity being united, make Latitude, and fo 
our Wheel is turned round: the Profun- 
dity is the Water below, the Altitude is 
Vapour or Waters above, and the union 
of thefe two is in a Calx, whichis Lati- 
tide; which is done by Liquefaction, 
Sublimation and Calcination : Liquefacti- 
on diflolves and confounds, Sublimation 
volatizeth, feparates and wafheth, and 
Calcination unites and fixeth. 

Knowing that thine entrance in the West 
: Shall be, 
| Thy paffage forth to the North if thou do well, 
And there thy Lights will lofe their lights 

each deal, 
For there must thou abide for 90 nights, 
In darknefs of Purgatory without lights. 

Hou muft begin in the Welt, and in 
the Autumn, which is Barren, for 

then Crops are gathered 5 take then thou 
Gold, which 1s the Harveft of Natures 

O 2 works, 
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works, and it is barren of it felf: tomake — | an 

\ id it fruitful thou muft bring on the Winter | 
| fhowrs, which is the North Latitude, and | 7 
a by thefe the Earth will be made mellow, Wf 
a and the Seeds will rot ; which Seeds are | m 

) Sol terreftrial, in whofe belly is a hidden 
1 Wi funa. Thele Lights will in this Opera- Id 
al tion be darkned, and by little and little ; Wi a horrible Night wil! ovér-fhadow the ; 

| Earth and Heaven, a blacknefs like unto | i 
al Pitch : this blackne($ and Eclipfation will {2 

Hn | continue unnl the end of thy firftthree |. 
i iV months, perhaps too days, perhaps 120, | | g 

i a | yea fometimes 130 days, as it may fall] : Pra . te Y . . ai out; think not this time long, for it muft 2 } be that thy Matters muft be purified, be- & < y ‘ « 4 f fore they can or fhall be glorified. ’ ; 
4 

\ ; Then take thy courfe up tothe Eait anon, ' t Da.) ne “—f ARV Ses . 2 i Missy Ut i Li big colours he bd variable in manifold w7 fe > ‘ 
: | Lothe aft there fore thine alceuding devile, r j 

r r y re : ? qT: J ee ra ul ; for there the Sux with day-licht doth uprife ) Be aN j a sey ai U la Summer, and there difvcrt thee with de- d bs | 
to I 

I HAN | 
Pit. 

' ni 2 i 
iy a : ia Hen fhalt thou (ee thy Exhalations to 

return again, and by the continu- 
ance 

Fe LS IEE RSE RR, FRONT REREAD 
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ance of them on thy Body, light fhall be- 
gin to appear, which is our Spring and 

Eaft (eafon, in which as the rifing Sun 

(catters the darknefs with multitude of 

previous colours, efpecially in a mifty 

morning; fo is it with our Work, fuch 

admirable colours will appear, as. never. 

were (een by the eye of man in fo little 

a room before. Then rejoyce, for now 

our King hath triumphed over the mife- 
ries of death, and behold him returning 

in the Eaft with the Clouds in power and 

great glory. Now the Night 1s over- 

gone, and the Morning breaks 5 the Win- 
ter is paft, and the Spring comes on plea- 

fantly, with fweet fhowrs of April, 

haftning the moft beautiful Flowers of 

May. Now as the Winter is a fad time, 
being cold and wet, frofty and flabbery, 

the Countries of Pleafure being dirty to 

the Horfes belly, but the Spting returns 

the year, and pleafure with its {weet fea- 

fon: fo in our Work, thy firft Opera- 

tions before blacknefs feem tedious, but 

after blacknefs far more tedious, for thou 

| wilt think there will never be an end of 

| its fo variety of colours brings delight in 

7 O 3 its 
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212 An Expofition upon 
its daily and hourly variety, even to. per- 

fect whitenefs. hy 

Forth from the E-aft into the South afcend, 
And fet thee down there in a Chair of Fire, 
For there is Harvest, that is to fay, an end 
of all this Work, after thine own defire, 
here fhineth the Suz up in his Hemifphere. 

Afier the Eclipfes in rednefs with glory, 
As Ring to reign over all Metals and Mer- 

CHry. 

HE: thou mayft light and bait, and 
enjoy the glory of thy white Elzxir, 

but do not, for thou hadft better wait 
the end. Proceed then with a Fire a lit- 
tle more increafed unto the Summer or 
South quarter, where after fome colours, 
as green, yellow, azure, and the like, 
thou fhalt have a {parkling red, like uuto 
the flaming Fire. .Then thou art come 
indeed to thy Harvelt, and to the end of 
all thy Operations; for now thou begin- 
neft by apparent colours the uprifing of 
the Sun, after it hath been fo Jong be- 
clouded and eclipfed; now haft thou 
mourned long enough, now the time is 

| come 
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come that’thou thale need no more to 

mourn, for the Bridegroom is now come 

forth out’ of “his Chamber, and the Sun 

comes forth as a valiant'Champion to win 

a prize: now is the time come m which 

that of the Poet is fulfilled ; 

: Ne te peniteat faciem faligine pingi, 

Adferet hac Phebi nigra favilla jubar. 

Now. hath our King of Peace attained his 

Kingdom, whofe Government is, purcere 

fubjettis G debellave fuperbos; for what- 

ever'is infected our King will cure, what 

«¢ Jame he will heal, and what is rebelli- 

ous he will fupprefs and fubdue. Sze Re- 

gis ad exemplum totus comsponitur orbis. 

And! in one Glafs must be done all’ this 

thing, | 

Like to an’ Egg in shape, and ‘clofed well. 

wyre* all thefe our Operations, as the 

4 Philofopher faith, are done in-our 

fecret Fire, hidden Furnace, and ‘in one 

Veflel ; for if thou thinkeft to make any 

of thefe Operations with thy hand, thou 

art in a certain way oferrour. Our Veftel: 

© 4 them 

= = See a == 
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then, which for fimilitudes fake we. call 
an Ege, mult be fo clofed when. our Ma- 
terials are fet in it, that the Spirits can- 
not poflibly get out, nor the Air get in, 
elfe our Work were {poiled. 

Then wuft thon kuow the me afin e of Firing, 
Lhe which unknown thy Work is loft each 

deal. | | 
Let never thy Glafs be hotter. then thon 

mayft feel, 
And fuffer till in thy bare hand to hold, 
For fear of lofing, as P hilofophers have told. 

pais done, we then fet our Veflel and 
Matter to, the. Fire, and Jet. it ftand 

untouched till the Work be’ done: {o 
that the Philofopher. hath nothing then 
to do but behold his Glafs, and the 
Operation init, and to govern. his Fire 
artificially. 

So then when once the Stone is fetto 
work, the whole Maftery is to govern the 
external Fire, which as the Philofopher 
doth either perfe& or deftroy all : if thy 
Fire be too flow for want of motion, thou 
wilt hardly ever fee an ends and if too 

7 big, 
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big, thou mayft-happen ‘to’ feek thy for- 
tune inthe Afhes. | OG eh In 

Be not therefore immoderate‘in go-' 
verning ;\-and for better fecurity, let not’ 
your Glafs. neck be under’ a {pan ‘in 
length, but'as much longer’as ‘you fhall” 
fee good ; the longer for a Zyro,' the bet- 
ter he fhall work, and with the more fe- 
curity. But the ufual length which we’ 
ufe, is about 12 or 14 inches high’; this 
height being {o allowed, order fo your 
Furnace as to Jetout about 3 or 4 inches 
of the top of your Glafs; which may 
come forth through the cover ‘of your 
Athanor, and if;you can iwitkout hurt’ 
teel.or fuffer any part of that neck, fear’ 

not; your Fire, but ftew him without'fear, 

your Glafs being ftrong, and the quicker 
Fire the better: | | 

_ Yet know, that your Furnace ‘muft be 
an(werable, for do not believe that Phi- 

lofophers ‘did formerly ufe our Art of 
Furnaces, but made them/of Brick, or 

Earth, with Earthen Covers; which had 

holes for letting out part of the necks'of 
their Glaffes, over which ifthey put a 
Cover, which they could remove and fet 

on 

+ 
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216 An Expofition upon 
on again at their pleafure'; this Farthen’ 
Cover was not (0 reflective of heat , as. 
our Iron Covers are, but that!end of the 
Glafs which came out at the‘hole of the 
Cover, they could feel without any da- 
mage, and by their being able to {uffer 
that in their hand, they judged: the tem-: 
perament of their heat. Therefore in'thy 
Furnace let thy Cover or Top be luted: 
with good Loam every-where’, at. the 
leaft, half an} inch’ thick, {@ {halt thou be 
fure not.to: have too’ fcalding a heatiin 
the.concavity of thy Neft, which other- 
wife thou wouldft have), {6 mayft thou 
govern. thy Fire at thy’ pleafure ; the 
necks of thy Glaffes which come forth, 
thou needeft.not cover : fo fhalt thou (ee 
this.of Répley verified; thy Work will gO 
on very fuccefsfully, and thow wilt ever 
beable to endure thy Glaf in thy hand; 
and ‘this is the true meaning of all Philo- 
fophers, to give a certain rule by which 
thou fhalt never exceedy and that is fo 
long as:you can ‘endure to feel any part’ 
of: thy, Glafs; provided thy: Neft‘beco- 
vered, andithe ends of thy Glaf$ necks 
come forth«:: | 

Tet 
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Tet to. my Dottrine furthermore atiend, 

Beware thyGlafsthou never open ne meevey 
Fron the beginning till thou have made an 

end $ 
If thou i othermife thy Work, may never 

cheeve. 
Thus in this Chapter. which is but brief, &c. 

Nd that this is according to the fence; 
L& of all Wife men, 1s evident, by their, 
teftimony in general, and. the following, 
words of Ripley; See. (faithhe) that, thor 
open not thy Glafs., nor: move. it, fron the 

beginning to.the end of the Work, Sothen 

this feeling of the. Glafs, it. mult be fuch 
as may, be without opening. or, moving 

ofthe fame; for.i£, the Seed be. difturb:d 

in its, beginning to. vegetate, the Workis 

undoubtedly {poiled; or at, leaft; 1t, wall 

be (o notably weakned, that it will hard- 

ly, afford thee thy, true Signs.in.thy due 
time. 

Therefore. when thou fetteft, in; thy 
Ege in thy Neft, take heed. of meddling 
with it until the Maftery.be attain‘d, but 

with a Wyre, or fome fuch thing, or with 
a 

a 
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a hole in thy Cover, ftay the neck of 
thy Glafs from jogging this way or that, 
which otherwife it will be very fub- 
ject to. 

Thus have I briefly run through this 
fecond Gate of Diffolution, which is in- 
deed one with Calcination and Separa- 
tion; for by a conftant Sublimation} is 
made a Solution of the Body, and at 
length a Congelation of Spirits, for they 
by oft afcending, come to that pafs that 
they will afcend no more, but remain 
at the bottom of the Veflel together, 
which is Conjun@ion : in which Con- 
junction they {well, bubble and boil, 
till they calcine and putrefie. The black 
Earth, impalpable like Atoms of the Sun, 
being the higheft degree of Putrefacti- 
on:'and this is a fecret not foclearly dif- 
covered by any before. 

T He Sun is fet, xo wonder darkeft Night 
‘Doth veil the Cry#al Skie : 

Lhe Moon's eclips’d, xo marvel that her light 
‘Doth from us hidden lie. 

The Sun's declined to the Northerz Pole, 
And O the change that's made ! 

Lhe 



Sir G. Ripley's fecond Gate. 219 
The pearly drops are turned to a Coal, 

All brightuefs quite doth fade. 
Ts this Apollo bright, whofé glory did 

Al lustre great difplay ¢ 
Is this fair Phoebe, who ere light was hid, 

Did fhine as bright as day ? 
Ts this the King whofe glory and renown . 

Through all the World did ring 2 
Ts this the Queen who far and near was 

Oh tis awondrous thing, (knowns 
Such glory and fuch beauty thus fhould fade ! 

That what before did fhine 
More bright thez Vagus, fhould fo foon be 

More foul then ere’twas fine! (made 
TheE arth doth melt,the Heavens drop down 

The Rocks which do relent, (rain, 
They feem like Water, then condenfe again 

Till all their moifture's fpent. 
To Afhes they return, for Dust they were, 

This Duft from Water fprings 5 
Therefore at length they melt to Water clear, 

Which all to Spirits brings. 
The Neft is Earth,therefore they will congeal 

To fparkling pearly dew, 
Shining like tender ‘Pearl, on which doth 

A Body dry and wew. ( fleal 

Ana 
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And then the parts like Atoms of the Sar 
For finenefs do appear: 

Rejoyce, for now thon half thy courfe haft rux, 
Nor hast thou caufe to fear. 

Proceed until thou fee the fparkling red, 
Ob happy fight to fee ! 

By which untothe Royal Palace ted, | k 
Thon fhalt aye happy be. 

Happy are they who fhall not mifs to find 
The new uprifing Sun : 

More happy they who with renewed mind, 
Iz God find rest alone. 
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The Third Garé Opened, 
Which is 

SEPARATION. 
er en re nt tt 

Separation doth each part from other divide, 
The fubtle fron the grofs, the thick from the 

thin, ; * 

But manual Separation fee thon fet afide, 
For that pertains to Fools, which little fruit 

doth nin. 
But in our Separation Nature doth not blin, 
Making divifion of qualities Elemental, 

. Into a fifth degree till they. be turned all. 

Aving now run through two of the 
& twelve Gates, I am come to the 

third, which is Separation, which begins 
{o {oon as the Matters have been fo long 
circulated, as to begin to hold one of 
another. ThisOperation the Ancient Sa- 
ges have denominated Divifion of Ele- 
ments, which afterwards they fay’ muft 
be joyned with a perpetual union. This 

Sepa- 
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224 An Expofttion upor 
Separation is by, others called Extradti- 
on of Natures, and the parts feparated 
are compared :to two Dragons, the 
one winged, and the other without 
wings. 

Artephius , who for Age and Candor 
was next to Hermes the moft eminent, 
calls this Separation the Key of the 
Work, which according to him isa Sub- 
jimation in .a continual Vapour, that 
what is Heavenly and fubtile, may afcend 
aloft; that is, to the upper part of the 
Veflel, and there take the nature of a 
Body Heavenly, or Spirit 5 and what is 
gro{fs may remain below, in the nature 
of a Body Earthly, which is the end of 
our Mattery, to bring the Bodies which 
are compact and dry, to become a Spi- 
ritual fume, which 1s only to be done 
by Sublimation, and Divifion or Sepa- 
ration. 

So then our Separation is not to be 
underftoed, as many foolifh Alchymifts 
do interpret it, who have their Elements 
of which they boaft much, which are in- 
deed manual, done by handy-work, the 
Glafs being removed, altered or renewed 

every 
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every time. Nor are otit Separations 
made by filter, or per tritorim, a8 many 
imagine, who know not ‘the nature of 
our Work, and therefore run into fuch 
foolifh fancies. . 

Nature then in our Work doth all in 
all, who as a curious Artificer maketh no 
confufed mixtures, but firft of all caufeth 
the moifture to afcend, which becaufe it 
cannot get out, it doth tkeréfore con- 
denfe in drops, and deftends fo long till 
at length it begin to be acuated from 
the Body, which is below 5 for naturally 
all homogeneal moifture, cohobated of 
a bodily fubftance ; with which it hath 
affinity, is acuated by it. Gold then is a 
Body in which the active qualities of 
heat and drinefs, are more than in the 
Mercury, and the Mercury being cohoba- 
ted on it, begins to be a little more Fiery 
or hot, and then the Exhalations are 
more Aérial, which before were more 
Watry, and by continued Cohobation 
the Water partakes yet more and more 
of the Solary nature, until at length this 
heat or Swlphar impregnating the Mer- 
cury, caufe it to congeal into a new Body 

2 or 
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226 «adn Expofition upon 
or quinteffence, whichis. after thé cor- 
ruption.of the old Body, which is called 
the Earth, or Afhes of: Eermes’ § Tree: 

13 arth is turn ned into Water esd black’ one 
jBloe, 

And iy ater after into Ait eich very white. 
Lhen Air, into; Fire, ogcien there be 20 

Ftd,» hi} aga 
Of thefé i as rade our Stone of ‘great delioht. 
But of this. Separation much more I muft 
PVE 3 oa, 

And Separation is called-by Philofophers 
Raat | 

Of feveral t qualities a Tetraptive dif- 

penftortn, 3 
S° then this.is the method of our Ope- 

ration,. arth, that is Sol, ts boiled: in 
our MM lercurg, in fuch<a bio in which 
the , Mercury, may.afcend :conftantly ina 
{moak, and, de (cend in. drops, and*the 
Body below dtand |] quid and boil: then 
thal the. Water dry up, under which is 
blackne(s §: hidden, which when the’Wa- 
ter is dryed, up. thall appear like the 
Crows Bill. ” 

Then 
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‘Then fhall''this’Powder’ again relent,. 

and after 40 days rotting’ without fumes,» 
fhall fend up.a fmoak again, which {hall: 
afcend and defeend: (0 Jong, .till the 
whole be made volatile and Aérials then 
fhall the black colour vaniih’, and the: 
white appear. 

This white Argent vive, .or “Mercury 
animated, which appears after blacknefs, 
fhall then totally cgngeal, and fhall be 
then Fire, whofe Nurfe isthe Earth 3 
then haft thou the four Elements, that is, 
cohobated thy ‘Natures: to the higheft 
degree of perfection of the white Stone, 
then canft thou go no further, but go 
back and turn the fame Wheel till thou 
haft attained the red Stone. . Thus haft 
thou the.true Principles and Operation 
of our great Llixirs both red. and 
white, whichif thou once:haft, thou haft 
Riches enough, and needeft no more in 
this life. 

This, if no more were fatd of this 
point, might be enough to fhew thee the 
truth of our true Separation : yet becaufe 
Philofophers have {poken much of it, and 
indeed it is all the work. to caufe afcen- 

bi P 3 fion 



228 An Expofition upon 
fion and defcenfion of our true Water on 
our true Body, fo long till by the Water 
the Body be volatized, and after that by 
the Body the Water fixed 5 and till that 
be brought to pafs, there will come and 
go the four Qualities in their feafon, and 
will caufe change of colours fuitable ta 
their ftation, pleafant tothe Philofopher 
to behold. 

Of this Separation I find a like figure thus 
fhoken : 

So out of our Stone precious if thon be wittys 
Oyl incombuftible and Water thou Jfhalt 

draw, 
And thereabout thou needeft not at the Coles 

to blow. 

Hefe Philofophical Operations fome 
4. have had the fancy to compare with 

fome paflages of Scripture, but I had ra- 
ther bound Philofophy within its own 
Pale, and not allegorize the Holy Scrip- 
ture thereto, where Philofophy is not 
underftood there. 

To the thing in hand; by continual 
decoction our Work will fhew, as in Cir- 

culation, 
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culation, a real change of the afcending 
Humidity ; the firft will be white, and fo 
continue a long time,’ which «1s-called 
Water or Phiegm, and after it the Water 
will be coloured, and. aféend foon the 
fides of the Veflel, which is ‘called Oy}; 
and this Oy! is not combuftible, for 1 ‘ts 
the true Sulphur of Gold, and. therefore 
as permanent as the Mercarys © 

Yet be not miftaken, nor donotima- 
gine that becaufe we {peak of incombu- 
ie Oyl, that our Work is to be per* 
formed with the Fire of a Wind, Oven, 
or of Bellows, (as fome foolifhly ima- 
gine ) to burn up what is combuttible, 
until the very incombuftible Oy! be left, 
for all our volatile fubje& is turned into 
incombuftible fixity , with a moderate 
decoétion in our fecret Athanor, whole 
heat in its higkeft vigoration'is but very 

— ob{curely red, hardly perceptible, and in 
its loweft degree isnot full half fo ftrong, 
or half at the moft. 

P 4 Da 
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‘Do this with heat eafie and nourifhing, 
Firft with moift Fire, and’ after that with 

PY 
The blegm with patience out-drawing, 
And after that the other Natures wittily + 
Dry up thine Earth until it be thir fey, 
By Calcination, elfe laboureft thou im vain, 
And then make it drink up the moifture 

again. 

a: is a-heat which is friendly to th 
Bodies, for it caufeth’ the Spirit to 

afcend, and yet fuffers it to-return, and 
by reafon of its afcending and retutning, 
the! “Matter. below  ftands continually 
moilt, and boileth with a perpetual mo- 
tion and exhalation, which aféends and 
returns. day and night every hour and 
minute without intermifffon. 

This moift Air, or liquid form at bot- 
tom, with Ebullition and fending forth 
a {piritual {moak or Vapour,.( in which; 
faith Artephivs, the whole Maitery con- 
fifts) continues about fix weeks, or there- 
abouts, and then: the boiling will turn 
to a Pitchy {welling, and puffing up like 

Leavened 
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Leavéned Dough }' and from anid time 
the Compound fhall grow dryer and 
dryet, coming at’ length to. Pitch-black 
Atoms, or Powder impalpable, and the 
fumes fhall ceale for fix weeks. ». 

Be patient therefore in. deco@ion, and 
wait with a great deal of confidence, un- 
til thou feeft thy Water , which, at “firtt 
afcends white and flegmatick , to begin 
to change colour, and the Exhalations to 
arife difcoloured within the Glafs. Then 
continue your decoction tll the ‘Cloud 
which is'conceived be brought forth: for 
inthis Operation be fire that ‘the Seeds 
begin to mingle, and. will give you a 
fign of the beginning of the ConjuriCtion 
of Natures, and’ that is the gilding of 
the Glafs about the fides within the Con- 
cave, as if it were over{pread with leaves 
of pure Gold. ; 

Continue ftill your decoction, till the 
Earth’ at the bottom begin to appear, 
and the moi{ture of the Compound be- 
in to’ be terminated in Drinefs, in colour 
Black, which is # {ure ‘fign of your right 
progrefy, and without which you can ne- 
ver attain the Maftery. 

Remem- 
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232 An Expofition upon 
Remember that in this Calcination 

thou haft a portion of Water in the up- 
per part of thy Veficl, which did not de- 
(cend 5 and in the time of the ceafing of 
the fumes, the Body grows very dry, 
even to Calcination, which when it is in- 
tirely perfected, the Water is as it were 
by a Magnetical virtue drawn down, and 
then follows a fecond Liquefaction. 

Separation, thus musk thon oftentimes ttake, 
Thy Waters dividing into parts two, 
So that the fubtle from the grofs thou take, 
Till the Earth renzain below in colours bloe; 
That Earthis fixed to abide all woe. 
Lhe other part is fhiritual and flying, 
But thon muft turi thew all into one thing. 

But to return to our Work of Subli- 
mation, which is as was touched be- 

fore, the Key of the whole Work, by 
which Separation is made uncefflantly 
each day and hour. 

Thus are the Waters divided from the 
Waters, that is, the Waters above from 
them which are below; for part of the 
Water afcends up like a fume, and con- 

geals 



geals and runs down the fides of the 
Glafi'in drops like veins, and part re- 
mains {till below with: the Body, and 
with it boils vifibly , and that uncef- 
{antly. 

By this Work thou haft the fubtle or 
thin parts of the Body, and the thin parts 
of the Water ,afcend and mingles; and 
the grofs part of the Body, and the grofs _ 
part of the Water, mixt below, the one 
by fubliming together, and the other by 
boiling together : thus is thy Body be- 
low compounded of two even the moft 
fixed parts of So/, with the groffer parts 
of Zunzaria; and thy Water of two parts, 
the Soul of Sol, and the Spirit of Luzaria, 
which is the true myltical ground of 
Fixation. 

Thus by fubliming in a continual Va- 
pour whatever is Spiritual and Heaven- 
ly, both inthe Water and in the Body 
lightly afcending, and in the upper part 
of the Glafs taking the nature of a Spirit, 
what is more grof$, earthy and corpo- 

| real, will in the bottom take the nature 

| - of a Body, whofe colour, the Soul being 
| feparated, will be as Black as Pitch. : 

This 

. Sir G. Ripley's third Gate. | 3,8 
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234 An Expofition upon ve 

This Body is a, middle fabftance’ be- 

tween the Body and the Water, a ZcSizs, 

anew Bod y, or Adamica terra, a medium 

between fixed and not fixed; yt 1s not fo 
fixed as to be equal to So/, nor yet fo 
volatile as the Mercury, but it 1s fuffi- 

ciently fixed to endure a’ Fire requifite 
for this Work, and to fuffer‘all the pain 
and woe of this ‘our Purgatory, in which 
it abides fix weeks without fumes or 
vapour. : | 

But as for-the Spirit, that is a tender 
thing, nor is it able to endure the Fire, 

but flys from it, and abides in’ the upper- 
moft part of the Glafs; only fo long: as 
the fumes arife, the afcending do {tll 
meet with them which are above, till at 

laft making over great drops, they fall 
down; and when the fumes ceafe, as 
much of the Spirit’ as the Concave of the 
GlafS will hold without running down, 
{tays above until intire Calcination be 
perfected, and then they are drawn down 
by a Magnetical virtue: So that here is 
all the myftery of the proportion of the 
Glafs to the Matter, namely, 'that 1t bé fo 
big, and no bigger, as in its Concave 

will 
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will hold’ up''a ‘competent’ quantity of 
Water ,’ ( after Calcmation to water the 
dry pores) while the Body below rots 
into Atoms: | 

Then thall you bring back the Water 
upon the Earth, and circulate again fo 
long till there be a total joyning, till the 
Spirit become'the Body) and the Body 
become the Spirit, and all be made true 
Fire or Tincture; of which ‘Conjun@ion 
this true ‘Separation is the’ caufe, and 
without it it cannot be made. 

Then Oyl and Water with W ater fhall diftill, 
And through her help receive moving : 
Keep well thefe two, that thou not pill 
Thy Work for want of due clofing, 
And make thy Stopple of Glafs melting, 
The top of thy Veffel together with it, 
‘Lhen ‘Philofopher lick it is up fhits 

N this fecond Circulation, which is 
after Conjunction, there fhall be no 

more the Body below and the Spirit 
above, but all {hall be one, and the Body 
which is the Sulphur, fhall always follow 
the Spirit’ on the Fire wherever it flys. 

The 
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236 An Expofition upon 

The occafional caufe of all this, is our 

Girt Water, which though vile, is.there- 

fore to be much valued, for it is very pre- 

cious; through the virtue of which it 

comes to pals, that our Earth yields a 

Water,.and caufeth it to fly with the 

Spirit aloft, and is the Soul of our Sol, 

which at length doth allure the faid Spr- 

rit and Body to union, which elfe would 

never be : and then the Body beyond 

its own nature. is lifted up, moving un- 

ceflantly with the Spirit and Soul upon 

the Fire, for all now are made one infe- 

parably ; and _ this. 1s called the fealing 

the Mother inthe belly of the Infant which 

fhe bore., that is,.the Earth below is fo 

united to. the Water that arofe from it, 

that in this Operation after, this true 

Conjunction, they. are never more di- 

vided, but are together fubkimed , and 

defeend continually, moving and alter- 

ing continually until perfect Comple- 

ment. 
Now. for as much as all the, Maftery 

confifts in Vapour, which are called the 

great Winds, which, are in the Veffel at 

the forming of this our, Abrio, there- 
fore 
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fore great care mutt be had ‘left the Spi- 
rits exhale. Which they will do, with- 
out the Glafs have a {trong guard for 
firft, they are fubtle 5 nor that only, but 
afcend with a great impetus, by reafon 
of our Fire, which muft caufe the ixferio- 
ra ebullire & moveri continud, & infe- 
riora circulari, quolibet meomtento; and 
thirdly, in Putrefadtion the Body and 
Spirits have a moft fubtle odour, which 
alfo muftbe retained. 

For preventing of all, thow halt have 
thy Stopple as firm as any part of thy 
Glafs, which let it be ftrong, as is faid, 
and "the neck long and ftrong , and let 
the neck be melted up with a Lamp, or 
with Coals, and clofed well without much. 
wringing, which makes the Glafs brit- 
tle; but being nipt up, and after that 
{taying in the fame heat, turning it to 
and fro in the clear heat, the Gla will 
come to as exactly clofé and fmooth a fz- 
perficies, as inany other place. 

This is the true and fare way which 
Philofophers have fecured their Glaffes 
by. Let it cool by degrees, and be very 
‘wary that it get no crack in cooling, 

which 
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whicli:if it do, though never fo little, 

youmu(t not conniveat it, left the, winds 

within:caufe it there-to. burft, as being a 

wéak idefective place: 

Fhe Water wherewithtbon maylt revive thy 

Stone, | 

Look thoy. diftill before thou work, with it. 

Vfientinies by it self alone, | 

Andy this fight thou foalt wit, 

From feculent feces whemait is quit : 

For'fome men can with Saturn it vaultiply, 

And fuch like fubftance; which we defie. 

Hus thou (eef how! our Work»mutt 

be. ordered in reference. to its, Regi- 

4men, but the main matter is our Water. 

Which.\Water, as faith, 4rtephiws, is the 

Vinegar.of Mountains,: and it is the only 

Inftrument, for our Work : its: Prepara- 

tion confifts in Cohobation, which).we 

will .di(cover. -In my little Treatife,cal- 

led Jutroitys Apertus, and in my other 

TraGare called Ars Metallorum, Meta- 

morphefeas, 1 fpeak as much of , it /as 

a man jean {peak', ,without giving..a 

Receipt g: but, to the Ingenious, what 
there 
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there is written is far better than any 
Receipt. | 

This I fay, that it muft firft be coho- 
bated in a very wonderful way, (for it 
is fuch a Cohobation that hath not its 
like in the World’) and for fevera] times, 
to a determinate number, and after it 
may and ought to be diftilled per /, with- 
out addition, again and again, that thou 
mayft have the Water clean from any. 
Hxotical mixture, 

When it afcends like to the Pearled 
dew, thou mayft then know that it is 
futhciently pure, which is not till all the’ 
filthinefs be ca{t from the centre, and 
wath’d trom the fuperficies: Thy Water 
then hath fo excellent a Pontick faculty, 
that it will diflolve Yupiter, Saturn, or 
Venus, into Mercury and Sulphur 5 for it 
commands Metals as their true Water 
Mineral, which no Mercury in the World 
is, but our Mercury, nor can be, for Rea- 
fons known to the Adepti, which if I 
fhould give, there would be none almoft 
fo ftupid but would eafily apprehend 
them, for they are moft demonftrable. 
This only I at prefént fay of this Mercury, 

Q. that 
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240 An Expofttion upor 
that it is the Mother of Metals, and there- 
fore hath power to reduce them, by di- 
viding their principles of Sulphur and. 
Mercury, but we count it a lofs to im- 
ploy our Mercury to fuch fordid ufes, for 
we {poil the gaodnefs of it hereby. Gold 
only is drowned in it, that is, it is redu- 
ced without divifion of parts; but though 
the Sulphur and Mercury be for atime di- 
ftin&, yet they will joyn with the Wa- 
ter, and together, and fo remain perpe- 
tually which other Metals in their diflo- 
lution will not, for their Sw/phers being 
not perfect, are rejected to the {uperfictes, 
and never arereceived to union again, for 
they are Heterogencous. 

Diflill it therefore till it be clean, 
And thin like W ater as it fhould be, 
Like Feaven.in colour bright and fheene, 
Keeping both figure and pouderofity : 
There with did Hermes moisten his Tree, 
Ju his Glafs that he made it to. grow.upright, 
With Flowers difcoloured beautiful. to fight. 

S° then to return to what we digref- 
fed a little from, thy Water mult be 

) 
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fo long diftilled, until.itsbe very clean’; 
for this, faith the Philofopher, is: thy: firft 
work, to make cleanithy Mercury, and 
then into clean Mercury to put clean Bo- 
dies, for who can expec a pure Genera- 
tion from that which is unclean ? ! 
The next property, of thy Water ‘is, 
that it muft be thin, even-as thin as any 
other Mercury 3 for if the.exterhal pro- 

portion be.corrupted, it is an evident fign 
that rhe inward nature is confufed. 

It muft alfo be of avery bright co- 
our, even like to fine burnifhed Silvex, 
as faith 4rtephivs. Hence faith a certain 
Philofopher , that our Water-to fight. is 
like to a Coeleftial Body. at 

Our Water mult not ibe reduced into 
any jimpid Diaphanous.liquor, as fome 

fondly imagine, and as I my felfiin my 
time of errours did conceit, but it muft 
Kecp its Mercurial form pure and. incor- 
rupted. It is alfo very ponderous, fo pon- 
derous that it is fomewhat more weighty 
then any other Mercury in the World. 

This.is the only one Mercury, and there 
is none in the whole World befides it 
which can. do our Work : with this 

Q 2 Hermes 
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24 An Expofition n pon 
‘Hermes did moiften his Body, and made 
it tovrot and putrefie. 

By means of this Water the Body hall 
be: brought ito: have a vegetative Soul, 
for-it ‘will fhoot forth as with Sprigs, and 
Leaves, ‘and Branches, and after it will 
réfolve into Powder like Atoms, 
“In the time of this -procefs many co- 

Jours ‘fhall:come and go, tife and fet, 
which will be'a pleafant fpe@acle to the 
beholder, and fhorten the time won- 
derfully, which elf would fem very 
tedious. 

This Water is like to the vcnomoys Tyre, 
And with it the mighty Triacle is wrought 5 
dtis a poi fon most firoxg of ire, 
A fironger poifor cannot be thought, 
Oft times therefore'at the Pothecaries it is 
gif fought. : 

But no maz fhall thereby be intoxicate, 
From time it is to Medicine Flixerate. 

day Water is by Philofophers called 
their Venom, and indeed it isa very 

{trong poifon, to wit, to the Body of Sol, 
to: which it is mixed: but what it is to 

the 
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Sir G, Ripley’s third Gate. 243 
the Body of Man, I never tried my felf, 
nor gave it to another, nor,do IJ believe 
did any of they. But as concerning the 
Medicine that ts made by it, and out of 
it, it is certain, that of all Medicines in 
the World it is the higheft, for it is the 
true Arbor vite, which doth anfwer the 
univerfal. defires of them who have, it in 
this kind ; for befides its virtue Cura- 
tive, which it.hath in a wonderful mira- 
culous Way, it can penetrate even to our 
Conititutive principles, which no other 
Mineral Medicine can do. Though Pa- 
racelfys glory much of his Rezevantia 
Restaurantia, (which we have known, 
as being Mafters of his fecret Alcaheft, 
of which if I live I will write a particu- 
lar Treatife ) yet itis not his Hewatina, 
nor yet his Arcana, nor his Hiixiria, nor 
his F/fentie, nor any of his fecrets, which 
are furely noble Medicines, that can 
reach the root of Life, which this can 
and will; forit performs al] , only it can- 
not prevail again{t the appointment of 
God, otherwife were it not for that de- 
cree it could really keep a man. immorr 
tal, for 1t.renews Youth, retards Age, 

Q 3 and 
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sae An Expofition upon 
dnd reftores to moft exquifite and com- 
pleat health; ericreaféth ftrength won- 
derfully 5 yea it will not only renew Hair 
to thofé from whom it is fallen, but it 
will change the hoary head nto a ' youth- 
ful colour, which will not grow hoary 
again for many years, nor ever, if the 
ufe of 1t were fully known, and it were 
ufed as it ought to be. 

Hereupon in refpect of its wonderful 
virtue, after i¢ is made into Medicine, 
Philofophers have by Analogy conclu- 
‘ded, that it was before the greateft poi- 
fon, for they have a Maxim (ex fumino 
veneno, fumua Medicina ) which as1 do 
not always hold true, fo I fhall not here 
difpute. But he who thinks, becaufé Phi- 
lofophers fay it is (uch a deadly poifon, 
that it is to be bought at the Apotheca- 
ries, or Drugeifts, he is miftaken 5 for as 
it is firft bought, I confefs it is very ve- 
nomous, but this malignity I conceive 
and know is fully taken away, before it 
become the Philofophers Mercury. 

But whatever it be in its Grudity, Iam 
fure it is not fo in its Perfection, for he 
who fhall take of it then, fhall be fo far 

from 
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from receiving any damage by it, that 
he fhall find it to be a foveraign Medi- 
cine, which hath not its like in the whole 
Univerfe. 

For then as is the Triacle true, 
And in its working doth marvels fhew, 
Restoring many fron death to life 5 
But fee thou mingle it with no Corrofive, 
Put choofe it pure and quick running, 
Tf thou thereby wilt have winuing. 

T is not the Triacle of Galen, nor yet 
of Lippocrates, (which yet if right 

made are of great efficacy) that can com- 
pare to it; for firft, it kills all the venom 

of any difeafe or malady, fo that thole 

difeafes which do aftonifh the beholders, 
are by this overcome even ad muiracu- 

lum: for fappofe a man dying with the 

Tokens of the Plague, fo that he 1s upon 

the very point of departure, (and the 

decree be not paft, for then there 1s no 

recovery ) ifhe have but a drop of this 

Elixir poured down, fo that he fwallow 

it, he fhall immediately recover, and in 
{hort time he will be reftored to his for- 

Q4 mer 
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mer health: Now thar it doth immedi- 
ately reach the root of Life, I fhall de- 
monttrate: Suppofe one with a very lan- 
guifhing difeafe be confumed to nothing 
in comparifon, and for want of Spirits be 
jut going out of the World, fo the de- 
cree be not paift, if he have but ftrength 

* even in the Agony of death, but totake 
a drop of this Elixir, he will recover aad 
revive, and in a few days in comparifon 
will be doubly ftronger then ever he was 
before. Suppofe one of a very weak 
Conftitution, and fickly, and every day 
ill, feeble all over, if he take of this 
Elixir, 1 will in a (hort time alter his 
Conftitution fundamentally, fo that he 
fhall be far ftronger then any other man 
ordinarily is. 

A noble Philofopher (though I {earce 
believe him to be an Adeptys of the 
Stone ) hath wrote of late a {mall Trea- 
tife of Fevers, the Fithiafis, and the Pe- 
frilence, and there he (aith in one of his 
Trattates, That the lofs of {trength which 
is made by Vencry and Bloud-letting, is 
wholly irrecoverable. It is true, and [| 
verily belieye that he had Medicines very 

noble, 
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noble, and it is pity but he had 'this'fe 
ceret to preferve his old’ age, for-I feris! 
oully profefs, that of <all the ‘Trattates 
that ever I read, they. are the moft’Phi- 
lofophical:; but by this expreffion it is 
evident, that he ‘was ‘ignorant Ps this 
{ecret. 

For. although by Venery, or .a 7zbes, 
er Bleeding, or by any other:way a man 
be debilitated, he may be reftored by this: 
Elixir, vot only to perfect health, but 
alfo to {uch a meafure of ftrength which 
he never had before. Yea and a man or 
woman who is born to hereditary weak- 
nefs, may be changed into a more then 
ordinary ftrength by the ufe of our Me- 
dicine : or a man who by labour, fick- 
nefs and years, is come to the Graves: 
mouth, even to drop in it, may by ufe 
hereof be reftored his hair, his teeth; and! 
his ftrength, fa that he (hall be of greater 
agility then in his youth, and of greater 
{trength, and may live many years, pro- 
vided the period of the Almighties de- 
eree be not come. 

For Minerals are of all Sublunary Boo! 
dies the mott perfect, and the beft part of 

them 
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them are Metals, which when they are 
perfect, defend. themfelves from all fear 
of corruption perpetually. Now the 
Spirit of the Metal when it is exalted 
to a millenary perfedction, it tingeth all 
Metals imperfect to an incorruptible pu- 
‘rity ; but then this Spirit muft be made 
a. Body, according to the faying of 
Hermes, Vis ejus eft integra fi verfa fuerit 
77. terram. 

But this tranfcendent Tincture may be 
diffolved into an Oyl, or rather a pure 
Liquor, which then is not proper for 
Metals, but is only Medicinal; for it fs 
of the nature of Light, and therefore it 
doth as readily concur with our formal 
vital principle, as one flame will enter 
another. 

Yea and beyond this, it may be exal- 
ted beyond the nature of man, yea and 
of any tangible Body, to become a moft 
radiant perpetual Light, which I have 
feen, though not my {elf actually made. 
All this is done by the Divine virtue of 
our Water, which is to be prepared, as 
is (aid, by Gohobation and Diftillation, 
for our Water is a living Water, and 

not 



riot ‘cotrofive, as many do mif-interptet 
our Books. ig fo 

Thefe therare the circumftantial qua- 
lites of our Water, it is pure, clean, and 
very bright, itis quick, and very fluent, 
without Humeation 5 it is the only pro- 
firable fubject that we can choofe for 
this Art, and whatever can be taker in 
hand in the World befides this, is but 
fallacious. 

Tt is a marvellous. thing in kind, 
And without it can nothing be done, 
Therefore did Hermes call 2t his Wind, 
For it is up-flying from Sun aud Moon, 
And waketh our Stone io fly with it foon, 
Reviving the dead, and giving life 
To Sun and Moon, Husband aud Wife. 

T is of a wonderful Compofition, yea 
fo wonderful that if thou fhouldft 

know it by relation only, thou couldft 
not believe it. Study therefore only to 
know it, for it isthe very hinge on which 
turns all perfeGiion, it is that which the 
Wife men never revealed but only in 
Figures and Metaphors 

, Some 

Sir G: Ripley's third Gate. 249 



fi 

i 

Beker . Shion Sierys wore see . AU Rae ecoasel caanetecee - 

ASRS SERRE, OT SLT ONT ~ . nae TRL AOE fe pe SOP ge ren lean citSch Tele 

ie | 

} 

" i) 

4H 

t 

mans galt 

4 

Ki 

@ ut i 

| 

.i 
y { 

nt i f 
aid 

| 
i] 

ds 4 
| 

$i | 
ie 

i 

Wh ee ' 
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Some have called it their fharp Vine- 
gar, becaufe of its diffolvent quality 5 
others have called it a Bird, a Goofe, a 
Phefant, and many fuch names they have 
given it. 

But becau(é it arifeth in the form of a 
Wind or Vapour, the Philofophers have 
called it their Vapour, their Smoak, and 
their Wind; and for this caufe command, 
that the Porter keep diligent watch, that 
it fly not away or exhale, for 1t would 
{poil the Work. 

This Water then flyeth the more Spiri- 
tual part of it, andthe Corporal part re- 
maineth below in the form of an Humi- 
dity, which doth bubble and boil conti- 
nually, and the (moak in the Head con- 
den(feth and returneth in drops upon the 
Body; and by this means the Body of 
Sol, which is molt fixed, to the aftonifh- 
ment of Nature is made volatile, and 
{ends out in the Exhalation of the Water 
its fubtle fiery Soul. 

Thus the dead Body hath infufed into 
it a Spirit of life, and begins to be en- 
dowed with a living Soul, which moves 
aloft with the Spirit, and returns with 

| the 
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the {ame, till the Body be wholly re- 
newed. : 

And by this means the Body of the Sus 
retaining the more Corporeal part of the 
Water at the bottom, they boil together, 
and enter one another, and fo both by 
@ecoCtion become more and more Cor- 
poral, and make together one Herma- 
phroditical Body, of which the more 
fixed parts of the Swz, and the grofler 
parts of the Water, are the Component 
principals : So_ that being thus mixed, 
the more Corporal parts below, and the 
more Spiritual parts in Sublimation, the 
Bodily part is Husband and Wife to it 
felf, for all Conception is made at the 
bottom of the Veflel. 
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Wi Lob if they were not by craft made uid, 

Ard their fatness with Water drawn out, 

And fo the thin diffevered from the hick , 
Thou fhouldéft never bring this Work about, 
If thou wilt therefore peed without doubt, 

aife tp the Birds out of their Neri" 
And after bring them again to rest. + 

Tek Bodies do fend forth a thin fub- 
tle fume , which may be compared 

to their Breath: and the returning Of if, 

and fuming continually, may be likened 
to the ‘breaching in and out™ of Air, for 
faith Artephies , ‘all things live: by Re: 

and {0 'our Stone i it is infpired by che Air, 
“which *Afr'ig che fume! which afecnds 

continually, which ‘partakes of both Na- 

tures as well as the Body below doth. 
Alfo this makes that below to bolle and 

{well contin: pene which it. would not 

do, did not the Earth retain the mot- 

{fture; and the Sublimation carries with 

it the fubtileft part, or Soul of the Body, 

which eafily- appears by its changing of 
colours , for whatever coloureth is of 

Sulphur, ‘which is unctuous, and therefore 
the 

| 



the Sublimation appears pinguous: the 
medium of this Extraction is Water,. be- 
caufe our Water and the Sx/phur.are Ho- 
mogencal, 

Wherefore in this Circulation there 
are two things to be confidered, the 
bottom, and:the top; the. bottom ts not 
only the Body.of So/, for fo it would, not 
ftand liquid, and flow, and boil, and bub- 
ble as it doth): therefore ,it is certain, 
that the Body retains part of the Water, 
which is more thick, which thicknets di- 
geftion and mixture hath caufed;, which 
groffer part of the Water is joyned with 
the Body, but not perfe@ly united. .The 
uppermolt part is not only, fromthe Wa- 
ter, nor yet the moft whole.of the Wa- 
ter, but.a certain fubtle portion of your 
firft Vinegar, which hath in it the moft 
pure part of your Gold, which is fubli- 
med with it, waich both,together make 
a medium.of much Firinefs : So then by 
reafon of the;mixture, both the upper- 
moft and the fubfident part are reduced 
to a mean, which hold one of another ; 
therefore our Body at this time, and in 
this Operation, is called the Body poe 

to) 
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of the Sxz and Moon, and the Vapor 
“contains both the Soul of the Suz, and 
~the Spirit of the Mercury. Take this for 
your prey, for I have reveal’d what Phi- 

“Jofophers upon penalty of an Axathema 
Swould never difclofe. 

JO° TF you have well attended to what I 
‘have faid, Ihave faid enough, and if this 
do not fuffice you, I know not what will. 
Remember well what I have faid, if you 
ever expect fuccefs. 

To fum up all therefore im one word, 
for [ have been fo long that I fear I have 
“been too prolix: Peemember what you 
go about, and what you work on. You 
“take in hand an Earthly Body, which 

- you would bring toa Heavenly Tincture. 
This you would effect by Mercury, which 
-4s'the only way or wedium mthe World. 
~Firft then, fublime till by Mercury thou 
halt brought thy Body to the height of 
volatility, and thou (halt find ’that in this 

¢ ~diffolved Body there will be fuch a fer- 
ment, which will recongeal the Spirit. 
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Water with Water accord will and afcend, 
And Spirit with Spirit, for they be both of 
) one kind, 
Which when they be exalted make to de- 

feed GIG, Se 
So fhalt thou unloofe that which Nature erft 
_. did bind, 
Mercury effential turning into Wind 5 
Without which natural and fabtle Separa- 

tion, 

May never be compleat profitable Genera 
tion. 

Fo the Body though in its sanifefto it 
be Sulpher congealed, and ‘dry, yet in 

its occulto it is Mercury liquid, and moitt: 
Now the Water which thou mixeft with 
it hath this vertue, to open its pores, and 
then the Water of the Body will as natu< 
tally agree and afcend with thy Water 
of Life, which thou didft put to it, as one 
Water will joyn with another. — 

Now as Sol‘ hath a hidden Spirit, fo 
hath our Mercury, which is in it invifi- 
ble; for to fight it appears as other Mer 
cury, only a little brighter, but in effe& 

R they 
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they differ wonderfully : which Spirit 
will as naturally unite with the Soul, or 
Fiery part of the Body, as Light will mix 
with Light, and then the grof part of 
the Body, and of the Water, in the bot- 
tom of the Veflel, will be brought in ab- 
fence of the Soul and Spirit to putrefie. 
So then thefle two Fiery Natures being 
Homogeneous, will readily mix, and will 
fublime together in form of a white 
Smodk or Vapour, as faith noble Arte- 
phius, and there.condenfing-in-the top of 
the Veffel, that is, about the fides, and in 
the Concave of the Glafg, will return 
again and.circulate. up and down, till it 
have deftroyed the folidity.of the Body, 
making it.no Body, but {ubliming what 
is fubtle, and what is earthly and refitting 
turning into Afhes, or, an impalpable 
Powder, by Calcination. 

And after Putrefadtion is compleat by 
Circulation, the moft fixed part which is 
called the Body. of Fixion, the effential 
and moft permanent partiof both Body 
and Water,; will ponderoufly be lifted:up 
and carried aloft into the Air: 

And without this Separation and Di- 
vifion, 
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vifion, all is nothing, for this is thé very 
Key of the Maftery, it is. the caufe’ of 
Generation: therefore in ‘vain’ is what- 
ever is attempted without this, boiling 
the grofs, and fubliming what is fubtle, 
that in’ the’ troubles of the ftormy ,Sea, 
which works up and down as the Séa in 
the mighty Winds, what is pure may 
afcend, and’ whatever is impure may, re 
main at the’ bottom; ! and when all that is 
pure is“afcended, that which ‘is left’ is 
called the Earth that rémains. .So.Arte= 
phigs. a ci , 

: rare . : ve 

Now to help' thee in at this Gate, >. 
This laft chsh Twill difelofe to thee, 
Thy Water venft be feven times fublintate,, 
sh foal no kindly Diffolution be, ; 

or Putrefacion {halt thou none fee 3... 
Like liquid Pitch nor colors appearing, 
For lack of heat within thy Glafs workings 

NO then that Sublimation, which 
* * otherwife 1s called’Separation, Di- 
vifion, Afcenfion and Deftenfion, is the 
Key of the Work 3 it is placed for the 
third Gate, and_yet itis the laft and the 

Ra firft's 
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firft; the Jaft it is called by Ripley, and 
I to Eccho to his voice affure thee it is 
the firft and Jaft, _ 

And as the Key of al! our Operations 
_is Separation, fo the Key to it is our true 
Mercury, truly prepared and proportio- 
ned as 1¢ oughtto be. Now the propor- 
tion of thy Water, is in reference to its 
internal additional Sulphur, which is ad- 
ded by the Philofopher ; which is done 
by fucceflive Eagles, which are made by 
our Philofophical Arfrick, the number 
of which ought to be feven. The dark- 
nefs vanifhing, and the light appearing, 
after many. {fiowrs,. before the flight of 
each Eagle, our Water being thus acua- 
ted, is by Acuation purged, and then it 
becomes powerful in diffolving the Body, 
which will be done witha fewer number 
of Eagles, or a greater, but with 7 or 9 
moft, defiredly. : 
'."Fhis acuated- Water is alfo the Inftru- 
ment which doth move the Gold to pu- 
trefie, which no other Agent in the 
World can do;-for by this the Body is 
ground, foftned and mollified, the pores 
of it are opened, and the Szlphur mii 
: : % 
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ble is fet at liberty, which caufeth the 
Body to rot, change colours, and at 

length become black like unto melted 
_ Pitch: fi ope 

But if thou omit any of the number 
of Eagles, or fail in the goodnefs of thy 
Arfaick, or erre in the preparation of 

> 

a! SS a es 
ae 

the Water with thy Arjzick, either in 
Conjun&ion, or Purification, or Dige- 

| ftion, or any other errour, of which ex- 
|. perience will warn thee, donot then ex- 

pect that the moft exad Regimen of 
heat of thy external Furnace will do the 
Work. 

Four Fires there be, which thon muft under- 
fiand, 

Natural, Ageia Nature, unnatural alfo, 
And the 

brand 5 
Thefe four Fires ufe we and xo moe, 
Fire againft Nature muft do thy Body mot. 

This is our Dragon as I thee tell, 
Fiercely burning as the Fire in Hell. 

R3 well 

lemental, which doth bura the 

me to give thee a touch concerning - 

our Fire, which he that knows:may 
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Body, fixed and permanent.in all tryals: 
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Well ‘be accounted a Mafter of our Sée- 
crets.;. We have indeed four.Fires, which 

which yet he intended to include. The 
moft noble Fire is Natural, which is that 
which we feek.to have multiplied, and. 
that is the Sw/phar of Gold, or. rather its 
Fiery TinGure 5 it is. that; which we 
fcek for, and we ule Mercury for Sok 
his fake. | HTfo wine To 
Our next Fire is our Fire againft Na+ 
ture, and that is the Fire ef our Water 
which is to be corrupted;and by this 
corruption Multiplication is made. 

The third Fire is Unnatural, which is 
the mixture of thefe two Fires} while they 
are in their a@ion and paffion, and neither 
doth,aGually. predominate. 
y\Now forte give youa reafon of thefe 
Fires denomination, know that Mineral 
Fire is Sulphur, which is hot\ and dry, 
and.it is, the death of the Mineral Tree, 
that is, it is the caufe of coagulating; that 
is, taking away. the flux of the Mercury 
which is cold and moift ; this in Gold is 
apparent, for it is a coagulated perfea 

this , 

is.one, mare than Artephiys numbred, 
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this it hath from its Fire or Sulphur, and 
this is Natural. tr 

But now our Water hath an actual and 
active Sulphur in it, and’ yet quick and 
fluid, a Fire in Water which yet 1s not 
burned; this’ Sz/pbur 1s true Gold, and 
yet it is volatile 5 this is a Riddle, ‘the 
Philofophers Myftery, and’ ‘yet true 3 this 
is contrary to Natures ordinary ‘opera- 
tion in Mineral Bodies. - 
Now Nature will always care and pro- 

vide for her own Child, before a Stran- 
ger; Gold is her own Son, and is accor- 
ding to her own Rules: but this Mercury 
is the Son of the Philofopher, to whofe 
nativity though Nature contribute her 
help, yet he is out of her ordinary road, 
and through the co-operation of Art and 
Nature, he is’ for his qualifications an 
aftonifhment to Nature, hot aad dry in- 
ternally, and that aGually; for it is im- 
pregnated with real Sulphur, and yet not 
coagulated, but in one word Ignis aqua, 
Gold truly fo'called, and that moft pure, 
yet volatile and crude, and no abortive 5 
not perfect, yet left in the way to per- 
fe@ion,; and yet its ‘virtue active, not 

R4 extin- 
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extinguifhed. ‘This fubje& Nature find- 
ing mixed with her Son, the King, even 
Gold, by it fhe endeavours to mend his 
Conftitution, and to multiply ‘his virtue; 
for though living Gald be a thing of ad- 
mirable force, yet being out of the ordi- 
nary channel of Natures operations, Na- 
ture doth not mind its prefervation, much 
lefs its propagation, 

Thefe three forenamed Fires are inter- 
nal, fecret and invifible, but there is one 
more which we ufe, which is not ours 
properly; for every Sophifter hath it and 
ufeth it as well as we, and that is Culi- 
nary Fire, which yet is fo neceflary that 
without it we can do’ nothing, nor yet 
without the true knowledge of its due 
proportion. So then we ufe no Fires of 
Dung, nor of the Suz, or of Baths, as 
{ome Sophifters perf{wade themfelves and 
others, for thefe are all the Fires. which 
we ufe. 

With the fecret Sulphur that is in our 
‘Water, which we proportion exadtly in 
the beginning, we open our Body, for 
this Fire can do and doth that which no 
other Fire can do, for it deftroys and 

con- 
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' | — eonquers the Body, and makesit no Body 

A but a Spirit. » sis | 

i So that whatever any Sophifters may ie 

5 | faggett, our Fire is Mineral; it is Sulphur, Hh 
! | — and that pure; it isunited to the Water i 

i: | — in one form, and’yet hinders not its flux, I 
* | mor corrupts its form: 

This is the true Jgwis Gehenne, for it 

Eclipfeth the light of the Bodies, and 
makes them become black as Pitch 5 
which is a fymbol of Hell, and for its 
Cimmerian darknefs is by many of the 
Wife men called Hell. | | 

Fire of Nature is the third Menstrual, 
That Fire is natural in each thing, 
aS Sp waneee = callunnatural, 

s heat of Afhes and Balnes for putrefying- 
Without thet Fires thou mayft aa 
To Putrefattion, for to be feparate, . 
Thy Matters together proportionate. 

te Ur natural Fire is, as I faid, the true 

a) Sulphur of Gold, which in the hard \ 
¢ ) and dry Body is imprifoned, but by the Hh 

» | mediation of our Water it is let loofe, by th 

rotting the moles: ef the Body under uf 
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which it was detained, and after {epara- 
tion of Elements, it appears vifibly in our 
third Menttrual. 

For though Gold be a compact, and 
dry Earthy Body, none may think thatit 
became what it is without the virtue of'a 
Seed, which by perfection is not extin@; 
but fealed: up only ;. which Seed is a 
Fiery form of Light, which nothing in 
the World wanteth, and therefore it 
would be a great Axonalum if it fhould 
be only defeétive in Metals, the choice.of 
all fublunary Bodies. 

Betwixt thefe two Fires, in the time 
of their ation and paffion one upon ano- 
ther, and from another, there is made a 
mediune which is part of both, whichibe- 
caufe it is not altogether natural, nor 
wholly agamft nature, is called un- 
natural. | 

The duration of this unnatural Fire is 
from the time that the Body begins to 
open, and colours to change, that is in’a 
word, all the: time of the rule of Saturn, 
and part of the rule of Fapiter, the whole 
Regimen of PutrefaGtion, and fo much of 
Ablation until the Dove begin to pre- 

vail 
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vail over the Crow ; which Putrefaction 
as itis the: curming of an infire Wheel, fo 
part of it is done # ffeco, when the Body 
is:all a difcontinudus Cah or Athes, and. 
partaz bumido,' which is ‘ealled | a Bath,’ 
when the fubfident part’ is ‘quid and 
boils, and the fuperiour part vapours aloft. 
and: defeends. OF 

Thus you {ée - how many Fires we 
haye, and how they are diftinguifhed :. 
wherein I. have written what I know, 
and:as many as underftand'me will efteem 
my Writings highly 5 ‘for without boatt-: 
ing let me affure thee, thow haft not fuch 
another Dire@ary in ‘the whole World: 
I may fpeak it-without offence, being’ 
unknown to thee, ‘and thou tome. This 
I fay not to detract from any Philofo- 
pher, for many were deeply feen im this 
Maftery, but almoft all were envious, 
and the moft candid would have judged 
my plainnefs defervingan Azathema ma- 
ranatha. Vhave’ here laid you {o plain 
demonftrations 4s‘I go, that ‘you cannot 
mils, if God direct you 3 and without 
the ‘Knowledge of the Fires you are far 
wide; whatever whimfiés you have in 

your 
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your head; for you fhall never fee: the 
diffolution of the Body, nor thal! you 
ever make black, and by confequence 
you cannot divide Elements as you 
ought to do, becaule you proportioned 
not your Matters wifely in the begi nning 
of the Work; for, Dinsidiums faiti qua 
bene cepit, hebet, he who makes a good 
beginning, hath as good as half done. 

Therefore make Fire the Glafs within, 
Which burneth the Body much more thay 
Elemental, if thou wilt win ( Fire 
Our fecrets according to thy defire 
There fhalt thy Seed both rot and fpire, 
2 help of Fire occafionate, 
hat kindly after they may be feparate. 

"Paks then my counfel, be not fo care- 
ful of the Fire of the Athanor, as of 

your Internal Fire ; feek it in the houfe 
of Aries, and draw it from the depths of 
Saturn; let Mercury be the Internuncio,. 
and your fignal the Doves of Diane. 
By the River you fhall find a Tree, in 
which is the Neft of 10 Eagles; talfe of 
them 7, 9, or all, but take them very 

| white, 
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white, which~ oft plunging in the River 
| will caufe : with thefe you may over- 
come the Lion. =~ » 

The heat of their ftomachs is far more 

- powerful than any Fire in the World ; 
for in it Gold will be deftroyed, that thou 

fhalt not know what is become of it; 
which yet lofeth nothing from it felf 
though expofed tothe greateft violence 
of any flame. 
_ Thus with patience thou fhalet fee thy 
defire: fulfilled, and thy heart {hall re- 
joyce; for a wide door thall be opened 
by which thou mayft behold the: Myfte- 
ries of Nature in all her Kingdoms. 

In 40 or 50-days thou fhalt behold the 
higheft. fign of moft perfe& corruption — 
of thy, perfe& Body, which ofa dead 
lump.is thus become Seed, ‘in ‘which 
though many cannot believe that there 
is any active virtue, yet it is now to the 
aftonifhment of Nature made living, and 
by its life it kills that by which it was 
made alive, and both being mingled 
make one Bath, which by continual de- 
ceéion, moving the Earth and Water 
below, and circulating the Air and Fire 

above, 
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above ,'make at» laft one infeparable 
quinteflence, the Father of Wonders. 
Now to God only wife, the tevealer 

of thefe hidden Myfteries, be praife from 
all his Creatures for ever. 

Of Separation the Gate:muft'thys be wor. 

oT Hus T have run through this Gate of 
Separation, which might be'enough, 

for it is/all’; but becaufe the Wife tren 
have made. many Operations for' to hide 
the fecret; and: have fcattered their no- 
tions here and ‘there :in every Gaté of 
Operation, fometimes being at’ the ‘be- 
ginning, fometimes' at:the-end) thereby 
to; puzzle the unwaty's I muft to ‘make 
this) Tireatife intire, run through the ‘reft 
with what brevity and>plainnefs I'caits'' | 

se rere 

H 

SE ae Sea 
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Shall now fing a pleafant Elegy, 
l What Tid beach ic Bovets. 
Fall ont, feck the reafon why, 

Lhis Song difcovers 5 
A Wife 

Did lofe her life, 
Becaufe fhe did her Husband revive, 

Whofe death did enforce... . 
The man to remor(é, 

To fee her dead who-gave him life. 

He was a King, yet dead as dead conld be, 
His Sifter a Queen,” 

Whowhen her Brother fhe did breathlefs fee, 
belike was never feers. 

She eryes 
Untih: her eyes * 

With over-weeping were waxed dim, 
So long till her tears 
Reach'd up to her ears, 

Lhe Queen fink, but the King did fwie: 

Thefe Waters with the Fire which prevail d, 
Did hiw fo perplex, 

Z hat ftarting up,not knowing what him ail'd, 
He forely did vex 5 1 

e 
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Fe thought 

That there was wrought 
Some i but full little did know 

That it was a Queen 
Hin, fav', though unfeen, 

And dy her felf fad white I trow. 

At length ber Carcafs, when her Gall was 
Rofe up to the top, ~ (broke, 

From whieh furm'd up fo venomous a fmoak 
His breath which did ftop s 
WA Wwe found, > 

ef Which made him found, 
“Lhe caufe of his life his Sister did flay 5 

| Lhis made him full fad, 
COL) And grief wade him mad, 

Thus foor bis firength fell to decay. 

Fis Houfe and Chamber meve fo charg’ dwith 
co dt meade him to faint, ( heat, 

And fainting fell into.a grievous {weat 
His fweat did {6 taint 

The Room 
With foul perfume, 

\\ Which did. een. almost fuffocate : 
: So feeble he grew, 
AY He, could not efchems. 0 
| But dung'd and pifs'd there where he fate. 
on : At 
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At length with forrows many he expires, ae 
Full glad of the change, ie 

Lhat death at laft fhould anfwer his defires 5 Ut 
But what is moft firange, iH | 

| When dead, 
That it might be faid 

How dearly he his Sifter did love, 
7 Their (orps did unite, 
by That they in defpight 

Of Fire, would not afunder move. 

if And thus together they contumulate 
| A rotting did lye, 

| Paffing through difmal Purgatories Gate + 
Wherein they did fry 

| So long, 
hy Until among 

| The Saints for purity they might pafs : 
Their ins were no more 
To be found on fcore, 

They then were clear as Cryftal Glafs. 

Al Spirit then of life from Heaven came, Hi 
In their Rodies dead, ry) 

Which now united, of renowned fame 
To Heaven were led ; 

{ j ih ie , | S Where i) 
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. The Fourth Gate Opened, 

Which is a0 

CONJUNCTION, 
- 

After the Chapter of Natural Separation, 
By which the Elements of our Stone diffe- 

vered be, nae te ee 

The Chapter here followeth of fecret .Con- 
junttion, see tp ee eae 

Which Natures repugnant joyneth to perfect 

unity, | * ae: be 

And fo'them knitteth that none from others 

may flee, . ) . 

When they by the Fire hall be examinate, 

They be together fo furely conjangate. 

Hes run through the’ Chapter 
of Separation with a. plain, {tile, 

“ve fhall now come to the life of 

all, which is Conjuntion ; for we feek 

not a thing which may be capable of Se- 

paration, but which may abide in all 

tryals, the parts being impoflible to be 
S 3 fepa- 
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276 An Expofition upor 
feparated one from another, for f our 
Tin@ure ought ta be, or ee it will 
be wholly unprofitable for our purpofe. 
For Separation is but the middle motion, 
by which we pa(s from the unary fimpli- 
city of Gold, to the millenary plufquan 
perfection of our Stone ; before which 
can be attained, there muft be a loofing 
of the Compages of the Body, that fo the 
Spiritual Fire, or Tincture may be fet 
Idofé 5 which being loofed, will certainly 
multiply it felf with that by which it was 
diffolved, with which it is neceflary that 
it fhould Radically be mixed and united, 
fo as that both the diffolvent and the 
diffolved. may make one together. 

_ This then ts the benefit of our Water, 
that it doth not only reduce, open and 
mollifie our Bodv, and caufe it to fend 
out its Seed, but it is actually recongea- 
led with the fermental virtue of this fe- 
minal innence of Gold, that it becomes 
together with the Body, one new Body 
perpetually united. 

So that although our Water be vola- 
tile when it is firft taken, yet notwith- 
ftanding after it hath firft made the Body 

: no 
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no Body, but a Spirit, in which fpiritua- 

lizing the Virtue or Tincture is augmen- 

ted; after that the’ Body by Congela- 

tion, makes this no Spirit but a Body, by 

which the fixity is advanced mightily, fo 

that both will endure all Fire. 
For it is not only an apparent union 

that is made, but real, fo real that the 

Spirit and the Body pafs one into @no- 

ther, penetrating each others dimentions, 

the Spirit being one with the Body, and 

the Body being the Spirit, the Form 
{wallowing up the Matter in unity, fo that 

all becomes really Tincture. 

And therefore Philofophers give this defi- 
nition, 

Saying this Conjunttion is nothing cif 

But of diffevered qualities a Copulation, 

Or of principles a Coequation as others tells. 
But fome men with Mercury that Apotheca- 

vies fells, 

Meddleth Bodies that cannot divide 
Their Matter, and therefore they flip afide. 

Of this Operation Philofphers make 
a great Myftery, and {peak of it 

S 4 very 
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273 An Expofition' upon 
very, hiddenly,, in refpect tothe terminys 
of it, which they-call the hour ofithe Stones 
Nativity, in which they fay many. mar-’ 
vels will appear, for all the colours that 
can be invented. in the World will be 
then apparent. ,; , 

Some fay their Conjunction is our re- 
conciliation of; Contraries , a. making 
friendfhip between Enemies, becaufe in 
that time the volatile ts {till a{cending and 
de{cending upon the fixt ; this is by them 
afcribed to Contrariety. 

Others meafuring all fublunary. things 
by the rules of Symmetry and -Ametry, 
do. afcribe this Operation ( which they 
for fimilitude {ake compare to a Duel) 
to ‘the over-prevailing of one principles 
qualities above.the qualities of the other; 
and therefore they. define ‘Auriety to be 
the Anaticalnefs:of the four Elements in 
mixture, each in. his quality acting pro= 
portionable to the refiftance of its con- 
trary, & vice.verfa: But this is, but an 
Entanglement, in which. .the..Chymifts 
{tumble upon School Academical Princi- 
ples.:, I-had rather embrace. their Secrer, 
as for Operation , but for Philofophy, 

| | jump 
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jump with that noble Bruxellian, whofe 

promifed Treatifes when the World fhall 

enjoy, I fuppofe they will be the pro- 

foundeft piece of Philofophy that ever 

was revealed to the World: which I ad- 

mire not fo much for his Experiments, of 

none of which I am ignorant, nor Para- 

celfys to boot,many,yea moft of which are 

far harder (though fooner wrought) than 

the Elixir, and the Alchaheft isa hundred 

times more difficult ; but what I moft ho- 

nour in that noble Naturalift is, that he 

did fearch out the Occulta Nature, more 

accurately then ever any did in the 

World. So that (fetting afide the skill 

of this Maftery, of which I cannot find 

any footfteps in what of his 1s extant ) 

I am confident he was without flattery 

Natures Privy-Counfellor, and for Phi- 

Jofophical verity might have comman- 

ded this Secret ; but God doth not re- 

veal all to all men, yet who knows 

what he may live to be Mafter.of in this 

oint too. 
This I {peak not to flatter, him, who 

( befides what is evident to the whole 

World in his Writings) have no other 
cha- 
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280 An Expofttion upon 
character of him, and to himI am like to 
remain a perpetual Stranger yet could 
as heartily defire his acquaintance, as 
any mans I know in the World, and if 
the Fates prevent not mine Intentions, 
by mine or his death, I thall endeavour 
familiarity with him. But this by the 
Way. 

To return whence I digrefleds our 
fina] fecret is firft to unite the Spirit and 
Soul of our diffolving Water, that by the 
mediation of the Soul, the Spirit and 
Body may be conjoyned, and then after 
feveral Sublimations and Precipitations 
made for that end, that the Body may be 
{piritualized, and the Spirit corporalized, 
fo fixtogether the Soul, Body and Spirit, 
the flying and the fixt, that all the Ele- 
ments (to ufe Philofophers terms’) may 
acquiefce and reft in this Neft of Earth, 
in which all the virtue of the fuperiours 
and infertouts is contained, both in power 
and act. 

from what hath been (aid may appear, 
the ftrong paflive delufion that hath ta- 
ken many men of our Age, and former- 
ly, who with the Chymift in Sendivogius, 

cannot 
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cannot dteam of any other Mercury, then 

that Mercury which is to be bought at 
Druggifts, which they take and fublime 
varioufly to make it clean, and then with 

Hoghelaxd mix it with Gold, applying 
all the words and fayings of Philofophers 

to this their mixture : But when the time 

comes that they fhould fee the figns {pe- 

cified of the Philofophers, there they fail, 

it may be by reafon of fomething exter- 

nal to the Gold, (which it gets in folia- 

ting, or the Mercury, which it gets in 

'° wafhing and purging, which though it 

be but little, yet it is enough in heat to 

give a light Tindure to the Superficies ) 

they may with Hogheland, fee a difcolou- 

red outfide, which is nothing ; for our 

Operation is not fo trivial, that a man 

had need of Spectacles, and a moft clear 

light to difcera it: but it 1s fo apparent, 

that a half blind man would be amazed 

at it, for our Body, even the perfect Body 

is divided, which common Mercury can 

never do, though a man blefs himfelf ne- 

ver fo much in his mock-purgations. 

But when as fuch Work-men have 

waited theirtime out, and it may be out 
again, 
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232 An Expofition upon 
again, and fee not blacknefs, then they run into another extreme, and {hare the fault of their errour ( which was only in their Mercury, or withall in their propor- tion for poxdys and heat of external Fire) between both principles , and then fay with Hogheland, our Mercury. and our Gold are not vulgar, but they are fome- thing (no man knows what ) which the Philofophers have called Gold and Mer- cury3; Which yet are fome {trange thing which man never heard of; or fome com- mon thing, or fome vile thing. Thus they 
vanifh into {moak, and all for want of knowledge of our true Mercury. 

For until the Soul be Jeparate, 
And cleanfed from its original fin 
With the Water, and throughly fpirituali- 

Zate, 
Lhe true Conjunétion wea ft thou never begin. 
Therefore the Soul Sirft from the Body twine, hen of the corporal part and of the fpiritual, Lhe Soul fhall caufe Conjunttion perpetual. 

R Emember then that thou get fuch a » Mercury, which may deftro y and con- 
quer 

| — ok — +) —- cS 
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quer thy Body ; mollifie it, foften it, and 
draw out, its.Seed, and fever the Soul | 
from it, by,virtue of that Spirit which is 

} inthy diffolving Water; Spirits naturally 
| uniting with Spirits,as one flame will mix 
. with another...) 5 45) 

The Soul being thusfevered from the 
Body, it will dry and rot as naturally as 
any other thing will, that hath its Soul 
feparated. And as by the Water (which 
extracts the Soul) it dies and grows pu- 
trid and black, fo by the fame Water it 
is wathed from its filthy blacknefs; then 
the clean Soul having cleanfed the Body, 
is united to it, that from that time the 
Body follows, the Soul,and is moved .al= 
ways with it. upon-the Fire, flying and 
defcending inthe form ofa Spirit; which 
is a wonder to behold. 2 

_ This is.our Secret fo much: efteemed, 
Conjuniion, which is celebrated: after 
the loofing, . putrefying.and purifying of 
our Body. Thisis the true procef§ of our 
Work , according to the true exigency 
of iNature ; firft.the Soulis to be.divided 
from the Body, that‘is, grofnels may be 
purged by. corruption and rotting, and 

| the 
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284 Ax Expofition upon 
the Spirit which is a form of light, and 
{eminal, may, being let loofe, multiply it 
felt by the Spirit of the Water, and (6 
being allied to. the Body from whence it 
was drawn, and to the Water from whofe 
Spirit it receives an increaf€ in virtue 
and Tin@ure, it may unite both the Spirit 
and the Body with a perpetual bond. 
He who works thus, thall undoubtedly 
attain unto perfection. DIR 

OF two Ci onjunttions Philofophers mention 
wake, | | 

Grafs when the Body is with Mercury ye- 
J‘ incrudate 5 © Ln 

But let this pafssand to the Jecoud heed take, 
Wi hich is,as.! faid, after Separation celebrate, 
In which the parties be left with leaf? to 

colligate, ot 
And fo promoted unto moft perfect termpe- 

rance, 
That never: after-may be repiguance. 

Bt when.as the Philofophers (peak of 
ConjunGion, i is warily to be con- 

fidered;, of:what Conjun@ion they do 
mean, for asiitisia term very often ufed, 

fo 
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fois it very doubtfully to be taken. One 
Conjunction which they {peak of is grofé, 
which 1s properly Amalgamation, it is 
the firft Operation after the preparation 
of the Mercury. 

But this is not the Conjun@ion here 
to be underftood, but a more fecret by 
far, in which man worketh nothing at 
all, but ftands by only and beholds Na- 
tures Operation. And this work is done 

| without any laying on of hands, and very 
} quickly, when the Matters are prepared 
| and made fit. This work is therefore 

called a Divine work. 
This Conjuntion is far more intimate 

than the grofs, for this is an union per 
mininta, OY intima, {o that the eflence of 
the one, enters the effence of the other, 
fo as to make it but one fubftance. 

This maketh a temper which man by 
no Art could make, for even as Water 
mixed with Water is inféparable, fo is it 
now with thefe principles. Now is con- 
cord, amity and friendfhip made, for now 
the hot and the dry, will embrace tne 
cold and moift, and now patience is made 
between the Water and the Fire. 

Thus 
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286 An Expafition upon. 

Thus canjeth true Separation true Conjuntti+ 
on to be had, 

Of Water and Air, with Earth and Fires 
But that each Element into other may be 

led, 

And fo abide for ever at thy defire, 
Do as do Dawbers with Clay or Mire, 
Lemper then thick, and make them not too 

thin, 
This do up-drying the rather thon fhalt win. 

6) sient the Proverb is verified, Avman- 
tinm ire amoris redintegratio est, for 

Love brought them together, Love par- 
ted them with a feeming difcontent, and 
at laft Love unites them with a. perpe- 
tual rye, that they can no more part for 
ever, without: a new Refolution in this 
diffolving Water, after they are firft be- 
come perfect. 

- Now the {ame thing is both moift and 
dry, hot and cold, according to the qua- 
lities of ,the Elements, (that I.may {peak 
according to the ufual voice of Philofo- 
phers.): for. now is.of, two made three, 
and of three made four, and of four one 5 

the 
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the Quadrangle is turned into a Circles 
to the amazement of Nature. 

For the effence of one Element now 
penetrateth the effence of another, that 
is, the effential properties are fo through- 
ly mixed, that all four now make but one 
partaking of all. 

Thefe are thofe principles which God 
now hath conjoyned, and therefore no- 
thing can feparate: Rejoyce now, O Son 

of Art, for thou haft the Sun for thy 

Diadem, and the Moon Crefcent for thy 
Garland. 

That thou mayft the more certainly, 

eafily and {peedily attain to this, and 
that thy figns may the better and or- 

derly appear, next to thy care of pre- 

paring true and purged Mercury , and 

pure Gold, firft be fure of thy mixture, 

mix them like as a Potter mixeth his 

Loam. 
Be fure you do not over-glut your 

Earth with Water, nor cloy your Water 

with Earth, but impaft them, and then 

erind them together as diligently as a 

Painter would grind his Colours; for 

the more exactly thou mixeft them, the 
better 
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288 An Expofition upon 
better and fooner will they work one 
upon another in hear, 

Then fet thy Glafs ina Furnace made 
for thy Work,. and give a convenient 
Fire, in which it may boyl night and day 
Perpetually, without a minutes ceafing 5 
order the Fire fo that it may in 12 or 
24 hours begin to boy], and from that 
hour not to. ceafe boyling, fubliming, 
a{cending and deftending, until {uch time 
as the moifture be dried up, and all re- 
main below (at Jeaft greateft part) in 
form of a difcontinuous Calx, 

Lut manners there be of our Conjunfion 
_. three, 

The firft is called by Philofophers diptative, 
Lhe which betwee Agent and Patient muft 

b 
e, 

Male and Female, Mercury and Sulphur 
VIVE, 

Matter and Form, thin and thick to thrive. 
Lhis T effon will help thee without doubt, 
Ana our Conjunttion truly bring about. 

NW >w to help thee throughly in this 
‘mn yfery of Philofophical Conjuncti- 

on, 
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on, I fhall particularize all our Conjun- 
éions. We have particularly three Con- 
 etetiee all which muft be known 
yy him who intends to compleat this 
Maftery. 

The firft is grofs, which 1 touched be- 
fore ; it is the Amalgamation of Sol with 
our Mercury, which becaufe the mixture 
is made of two things, it 1s called Con- 
jun@ion diptative; and the Compound 
is now called Rebis, that is, two things, 
according to the verfe, Res Rebis eft 
Vina confeéa. 

In this mixture there are two Natures, 
the one more active, which is the Mer- 
evry, the other more paflive, which is 
Gold: where note, that the activity of 
the Mercury above the Gold, is becaule 
the moving virtue of Sol is fealed , that _ 
is, his Sulphur is imprifoned, Otherwife 
when Diffolution is made, Sol then 1s 
moft active, and’ Mercury more paflive 5 
Mercury then is as it were the Feminine 
Sperm, which being more crude and ten- 
der, it is fooner wrought upon by the 
Fire, which Sol the Mafculine Sperm feels 
not till ibe penetrated by the Afercury, 

4 te and 
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290 An Expofition upon 
and then.it is forced to fend forth its 
Seed ; for the formal. principle refides 
moftly in the Gold; and the material 
chicfly in.the Water in the one, being 
thick of conftitution, the formal part is 
fealed 5 in the other, that little which is, 
Cin.refpect of the Body). is more at li- 
berty, and fo by confequence. fooner 
active. _Thefe two then muft be mixed 
( ad justam exigentiam nature) as is elfe- 
where hinted and profecuted largely. To 
this if thou haft attended, thou. fhalt 
know the extent and full Latitude.of this 
‘Conjunction ;.this is a: manual work, and 
the Jaft manual work, next to the put- 
ting and {ealing of it.inthe Egg, that 
thou haft, before thou. haft attained the 
firft degree of the Maftery.. 

The fecond manner is called Triptative, 
Which isa Conjunion o f things three, 
Of Body, Soul and Spirit, that they not 

rive, 

Which Trinity thou muft bring to Unity. 

pis next Conjunction that follows this 
in order, is when thou haft fo admi- 

niftred 

ee ee 2 
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niftred and regulated thy Fire, that thy 

Spirits fhall fo afcend and circulate, until 

they have extracted out of the fixed . 

Body its moft digefted’ virtue , or fubtle iii 

Soul, which is Sulphureous, or of great | 

| Firinef. Then fhall the Spirit and Soul 

», | defcend, and {hall unite it felf with the 

| Body; then fhall the Air be converted 

4 | into Daft, according to the procefs of no- 
», | ble Sawdzvogiws,where they fhall lye con- 

tumulate for fix weeks without breath 5 

and-after when the Spirit of life (hall en- 

|. ter into them, the Spirit and Soul hall by 

| | their mighty force carry aloft the Body 

with them, {o that it {hall go out and re- | 

tuin with them, for now thefe three are (I 

made one. | 

For as the Soul to the Spirit the boxd i | ! 

mult be, ig 

Right (othe Body the Soul to hiw muft kuit: ih 

4 | Out of thy mind let not this Leffon fut. Hh 

S° then by the mediation of the Soul, 

the Spirit is made one, and incorpo- 

rate with the Body ; for the Soul being is 

by the Spirit drawn from the Body, doth of 

fier ee, natu- fz 

} 
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292 An Expofition upon. ~ 
naturally defire to be united with it 
again, and {o long as it is from it, is from 
home as it were in a Pilgrimage. The 
Body alfo naturally doth defire its Soul, 
and will as forcibly attra@ it asa Load- 
{tone doth attra& Iron: for know, that 
the Soul doth not afcend, but it carries 
With ic a fermental Odour of the Body, 
by which it doth fo effectually affe& the 
Spirit, that it begins to think of taking a 
New imprefhion, and becomes daily by 
little and little more and more able to 
(uffer Fire, andb conféquence draws 
to the nature of a Cb M obferve this. 

Lhe third manner, and allo the laft of all, 
Four Elements together which joyns to 

abide, 
Letraptative certainly Philofophers do it 

call, 
And fpecially Guido de Montanor, whofe 

fame gocth wide, | 
And therefore in moft laudable manner this 

tide. 

Bu yet this Conjunétion doth not re- 
tain the volatility of the Compound, 

though 
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though itis united that the partsafcend 
and defcend together ; the reafon is, that 

though by the Soul the Spirit and Body" 

be united, yet the Spirit fometimes doth 

carry the Body with it aloft, and the 

Body at times precipitates the Spirit, the 

Soul holding fait together, tilkat length 

not only thefe parts, but the Elemental 

qualities of them, are fo ftrongly permixt, 

thac the one'doth not more in acting, 
then the other doth in refilting, by which 

eans they are not only united to follow 

one another, but fixt to abide Fire tor 

gether. 
This is the laft and nobleft Conjun&i- 

on, in which all the myfteries of this 

Microcofin have their Confammation. 

This is by the Wife called their Tetra- 
ptive Conjunction, wherein the Qua- 

drangle is reduced to a Circle, im the 

which there is neither beginning nor 

end. He who hath arrived here, may 

fit down at Banquet with the Jw and 

Moon. | | 

This isthe fo highly commended Stone 

of the Wife, which is without all fear of 

corruption ; for here are by Nature all 
T4 Ele- 
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294 ~ An Expofition upon 
Elements Anatically mixed and united; 
fo that it cannot fuffer from any, for it 
agrees with all, 

I our Conjunétion four Elements must ag- 
gregate 

In due proportion, which firft afunder were 
feparate. 

ace our Elements are not fuch vain 
trifles, which are idly imagined by 

Sophifters; by the primary qualities, to 
fpeak after the common phrafe, though 
I do not think that any thing attains 
perfection upon an account of qualities, 
but fo it pleafed the Ancients to exprefs 
themfelves 5 only this is moft certain, 
that what was before inconftant in the 
Fire, now 1s impatible tnerein; and what 
at firft in the beginning of the Work 
difcovered two diftin@ Natures, is now 
one intirely and infeparably. 
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Therefore like asthe Woman. hath veins 

ifteen, 

And the Man but five to the att of their fe- 
cundity, 

Required in our Conjunttion firft I mean, 

So must the Man his Sou have of bis W ater 
three, 

Aud nine his Wife, which three to hine 
must be: 

Then like with like fhall joy have for to dwell. 
More of Conjunttion me needeth not to tell. 

Ou Stone is as it iscalled Microcofmos, 

which name unlefs to our Stone, 

hath been only appropriated unto Man 5 

(o is there in the Generation of our 

Stone, much that may anfwer to the Ge- 

neration of Man: for as Anatomifts do 

allow the Woman fifteen veins conducing 

to the act of Venery and Procreation, 

and the Man from whom comes the Male 

Sperm but five ; fo our Stone in his firfk 

Compofition requires three parts of the 

Water or Feminine Sperm, to. one of 

Sulphur ox the Male: fo the Artilt de- 

coding, and Nature perfecting, the Ma- 
{tery 



Hate 

/ i 
wen | 

yi 
1th 

i i wy) | aan 
cia | 

4 Win 

: 1 

1] ; 

ae 
ig bli ; | ah 

a) || 
| On 

‘a aie 

aaa 

Z A HR 
Ff } | 

A | Ali } 

& | oe 

. 

' | Fs 
‘ 1 i 

H | 

: if 
i 

i | 

i, 

w 

PS REE SEN, RENO RETREAT 

- See cnet eS ae 

296 An Tgxpofttion upon 
{tery will be accomplifhed with the blef 
fing of God. 

Remember now that the more thy 
Water is, the more ought to be thy In- 
ternal Fire to dry it up; fo then when 
thow thalt make the proportion of Water 
to the Suz three to. one, remember that 
thy number of “agles, which is the pro- 
portion of thy Mercury, ought to benine, 
Or at moit ten. 

This is the higheft Acuation -of the 
Water, which ts belt for {uch a propor- 
tion ; as for (even Eagles, two to one is 

avery good proportion, fo haft thou pro- 
portionably three Eagles to every one of 
the Water which is added to the Bady, 
Some are fo acute as to fay, that with 
four Eagles well cleanfed, the Work may 
be performed, and then the proportion 
mult be as three of the Water to two of 
the Body, but the decoction muft needs 
be longer. I never yet tryed it, know- 
ing the forenamed proportions will do 
far better, and nine months time is a 
fufficient waiting for a Philofopher. Any 
fhorter way is and would be acceptable, 
but more tedious are very unaccepta- 

ble, 



A nS ee 

— oe — — lll 

a a OB i EAT SII ig DEGRA AL RTD RE GEAR EE at RN og wi ad 8 

Sir G. Ripley's fortih Gate. 297 
ble, fince they fhew nothing more than 
quicker ways, but protract the time of 
Putrefaction; for from that time the Fire 
of Nature is at work, and then every 
pondys hath the fame period, provided 
the Fire be accordingly, and the Matter 
in the Gla{fs not much over the other, for 
one ounce or two will be far fooner 
accomiplifhed, than five or fix ounces 3 
therefore we advife all rather to content 
themfelves with one ounce, or two at 
moft: if an ounce fucceed, youcan wifh 
no more. 

This Chapter I wall conclude right foan 
therefore, 7 

Grofs Conjuniion charging thee to make 
but one, | 

For feldom have Strumpets Children ylore, 
And fo fhali thou never come by our Stone, 
Without thou let the Wonean lie alone 5 
That after fhe have once conceived by the 

Man, | 
Her Matricc be fhut up from all other than. 

Shall foon draw to an end concerning 
4. this fubject, for I trow that thou under- 

{tandeft 
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298 An. Expofition upon 
ftandeft it fully; take heed then to my 
Dottrine, mix thy Water with thy Body 
in a due quantity, and grind them to- 
gether diligently, and when thou haft 
mixed them, fhut them up inthy Gla 
carefully, and there let them -ftand til] 
compleat perfection. 
And after.thow haft mixed them, and 

fet them to heat, be fure thou ftir them 
not, much lefs open them, or add any 
thing to them, or take ought from them, 
whatever any Author do {eem to advife:: 
For if thou do contrary to this my Do- 
Grine, thou doft run an extreme hazard 
of lofing all; for as it is with Harlots, 
who. lying with many men, conceive 
rarely of any: fo ifthou joyn crude Mer- 
cury after thy firft Conjundion, I will not 
fay that it is impoffible, but very unlike- 
ly that ever thou fhalt attain our Ma- 
ftery: And what I fay of putting in frefh 
Mercury, 1s to be underftood of the Bod y 
alfo, for if thou fhalt add freth of that, 
thou wilt deftroy all ; for after thou fet- 
teft them to the Fire, thou mutt expect 
Conception, that is, that the Mercury by 
afcending and defcending will extract 

part 
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part of the feminal virtue out of the 
reins of the Sw, which when fhe hath 
done, there then ftands a relation be- 
tween the Sw and that Mercury, as be- 
tween Husband and Wife: Now other 
Mercury, or other Sol are not as yet fo 
related, and therefore they are as a third 
perfon, which Love abhors. Therefore 
mix thy Matters fo judicioufly at firft, 
that thou need not afterwards to wifhfor 
any new addition, and clofe your Veffel 
well, and decoét it carefully. 

For fuch as evermore add crude to crude, . 
Opening their Veffel, lettixg their Matters 

heel, 
Lhe Sperue conceived they. nourifh not, but 

delude wou 
Themfelves, and {pill their Work each deals 
If therefore thou have lift to do weel, 
Clofe up thy Matrix, and nourifh thy Seed 
With heat continual and temperate, if thon 

wilt fpeed. i¢ ! 

es who -fhall do otherwife, as they 
difcover themfelves to’ be too impa- 

tient, fo they certainly will.deftroy their 
Opera- 
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Operations. For were it no other da- 
mage then this, that they cool their Seed, 
it is an irreparable errour 5 but-over and 
befides, the crude Air, will they, nill they, 
will get in, and being as it is a great ene- 
my to Generarion, it deftroys the germi- 
hative and living virtue. 

Then inftead of getting profit, they 
reap certain dofss and inftead of attain- 
iy truth, they get a delufion: for no 
man that undetftands himfelf would do 
it, but he that would open a womans 
Womb that is conceived, to make her 
bring forth foones, or crackxan Egg he 
would fet under a’ Hen, to make it hatch 
more {peedily. 
yi Therefore as] advifed before; fo I. do 
now, and fhal] make it the Fpiphonema 
of. this difeurles mix thy Seeds, and 
elaborate: them (with what’ pains thou 
canft, shen \thurthem ina houfe of Gla, 
that is to fayy.an ounce im wGlafs that 
would hold about 16 ounces, er 20, of 
two ounces in a Glafs that would hold 
two oundes/or thereabouts of Water di- 
fintled 3 ferthy Gla inithy Neft, about-a 
48 -pavtofiitin Sand, which mult be fifted 
s1qg0 from 

g} fi 
I. et 
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from Stones. Let the Neck be fafined 
either with a Wyre, or fet into a hole 
which may be in the Cover of thy Neft, 
the Neck about 6 inches long, or longer 
a little. Let thy 4thanor be fo that thou 
mayft give in it what heat thou pleafeft, 
and keep it about a day, or 16 or 12 
hours at leaft, without renewing, and yet 
no fenfible alteration in heat. 

In this Furnace thou fhalt give thy 
Matter fuch a Fire, as may within the firft 
day or two caufe it to boyl, like to a 
Pot over the Fire, or as the ftoimy Sea 
{welleth inamighty Wind; from the fur- 
face of which there will exhale a Vapour 
which we call the Winds, which are in 
the belly or womb in the forming of our 
E'mbrio, which will condenfe at the top, 
(the Glafs being ftrong ) and rundown 
in drops, and this continually night and 
day without ceafing. Thus is verified 
the faying of the Philofopher, ‘that cur 
Stone retaineth life, and is perfected, 
that is, divided and united, and at laft 
fixt and congealed, by continual boyl- 
ing and f{ubliming. Thus are shy Waters 
divided, the uppermoft part ¢arry th 

the 
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302 An Expofition upon 
the Soul with them, and the lowermoft 
boyl and tear and {often the Body, and 
make it more fit for the returning Spirit 
and Soul to work on; in their continual 
def{cending. 

And when thy Veffel hath ftood by months 
Ze, 

wa Clouds and Eclipfes paffed each one, 
Lhe light appearing increafe thy heat, then 

elieve, 
Until bright and shining in whitenefs be 

thy Stone. 

Then mayst thou open thy Glafs anon, 
Aud feed thy Child which is ybore, 
With Milk and Meat aye more and miPer 

ep Bes fhalt..thou, keep them for the 
tpaceof 150 days, in which time 

thou fhalt fee a gallant Game played, the 
farth {hall be overflown with. Waters, 
the two great Lights eclipfed, the Hea- 
vens be..clouded, the Air darkned, and 
all things in diforder and confufion; then 
fhall the Earth be turned into. a Linge, 
and the Water by decoction continual 
fhall be .dryed up, and by moderate 

fhowrs 
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fhowrs and dews {hall be meiftned, and 
by continual wathing fhall be cleanfed 5 
then through the good pleafure of God 
the day-light fhall {pring forth, and what 
was before dark, fhall now become clear, 
and what was black of the blackelt, fhall 
now be made very white. 

- This when thou fhalt fee, rejoyce, for 
our King is now coming from the Eaft 
triumphing, he hath conquered death, 
and now is made immortal; ftrengthen 
then your Fire a little, prudently and 
with difcretion continue it till fuch 
time as your Stone become white, and 
very clear and bright, fparkling like 
to a Sword new flipped, and by dri- 
nefs be reduced into a Powder impal- 
pable. 

Now art thou come to the end of the 
white, and thou halt a Stone perfe& ; 
though this be but of fmall virtue, yer 
thou may{t now take it out, and ufe it 
either by Fermentation, or Cibation, or 
Imbibition, or Multiplication, and make 
it fit for projection : fo that if thou hatt 
but an ounce, thou mayft foon have a 
thoufand. 

U For 
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| aa +“ tween the moift and the dry, that | ret 
| } one is pafled into another, a and of two Sp 
; there isa third made, whichis a Neuter 1 th 

i, trom both, and yet partakes of both ; tid 
| ind thefe two Natures that did (eem fo jw 

j SERS: tre now conipired together to } io 
make one fubliances ine -orruptible, 4 Pe 

; For the Water which is a Spirit, hath i a 
| a given {uch an impreflion to the Earth, I fo 
j rf that j it which was corporal and dry, sit ; 
| uncapable of communicating Tinéure, | beg 

is 
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is:by it become ‘penetrative,: fo that it 
+ canin the very twinkling ‘of an eye pals 
| to the very Centre, upon an imperfect 

Metal on which it 1s projet, as I have | 
oft with an unfpeakable content ob- Hh | 
ferved.) 7) | 

For it 1s not in our union of this Sa 
| phur to its Mercury, as itis with the union 
| of Water to Barth, chough we make fuch 
| comparifons; for though we call our Sw: | 
| phur Earth, and our Mercury Water, yet 

our Mercury will not m thé’ Examen of 
| the Fue flow.away as Water will ex- 
| hale from Loam, how exquifitely foever 
| it be contempered with it. 

| 
. | 

So then our Body which by our Art ts 
renewed, is advanced into the order of 
Spirits, or Bodies glorified, which though 
they have Bodies, yet they are not fub- i 
ject to thofe Laws of grofs corporeity, | 
which is in Bodies not regenerate : there- if 

) | fore our Stone isa Syftem of Wonders, 
ponderous, fixt, and exquifitely compact, Ne 
and yet as penetrative as hot Oy! 1s into \ 
foaking Paper. | 

So that it is not now ‘as 1t was at firft i 
beginning of Operation, when the one 

2 was 

SE on — 
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206 An Expofttion upon 
was above, the other below, compared 
to two Dragons or Birds, the one winged, 
the other without wings 5 but now both 
are capable to refaft the Fire in its: ut- 
moft fury. 

Now hath the Water received a fer- 
mental imprefflion from the Earth or Sul- 
phur, fo that it is now made Sulphur with 
Sulphur, as the other is made by the Wa- 
ter life with life. 

This is the higheft perfection which 
any fublunary Body can be brought to, 
by which we know that God is one, for 
God is perfection ; to which when ever 
any creature arrives, in its kind it rejoy- 
ceth in unity, in which is no divifion or 
alterity, but peace and reft without con- 
tention. 

Thus in two things all our intents do hirg, 
In moist and dry, which be contraries two3 
In dry, that it the moift to fixing bring 5 
Tez moift, that it give Liquefaction to the 

Earth alfo. 

W Hatever then we feem to fay or write 
to the contrary, all our intentional 

Secret 

| 

eee 

—— 

t 
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, Secret confifts only in two.things; what- 

ever we (eem to advilé more, is but only 
tointangle the unwary: 

Our firft Secret is to know. our true 

Sulphur, which many do allegorize to all 
the abfurdities in the World: This. 1s 
Gold, which is to be bought pure almoft 
in any place. 

The next is to know our Mercury, 
which is not common, but artificial , 
drawn from. three heads by the media- 
tion of one thing, which makes the two 
which are dry and Sulphurous, to unite 
with one which is moift and Mercurial, 
Thefe: are different in, their, qualities, 
which difference our decoction {o recon- 
ciles, as to make of them {weet Harmony. 
For'the Sulphur in whofe increafe of vir- 
tue confifts our final intent, it doth give 
confiftence to. the Water, yet fo as that 
it doth not part with it from it felf, but 
with its Fermentative virtue it doth fo 
infufe it, that of a moift Spirit tender and 
volatile, it becomes a fixt. dry Fire-abi- 
ding fubftance. 

But firft of all the Water doth mollifie. 
the Body, and foak into it, and fearch 

Wz ~ out 
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out its profundity 5 forthe Suz teyneth . 
not, till 1% teymed be, for hard and dry 
Bodies cannot efter fo as to tranfinute, 
till {uch tinte' as them(elves’be firft Radi- 
cally entred; and changed fiom colour 
‘to colour, till ‘they come to perfection 5 
then it is fluid and penetrative, for it will 
enter to the root of the imperfeG, and 
caufe it to lofeits imperfection, and be- 
come perfed, flowing upoit it like Wak 
when itis heated by the Fire. : 

” 
at ¢ 

- 

Fi don of shen thus a tenperament sae 
forth g op 

A temperament not fo thick as the Body) #5, 
Neither fo thin as Water withonten gin 

PEeween thie dry Body and he flard 
Water, we make a temperament 

which is:called Impaftation, for it is made 
like unto Pafte; and Inceration, for it 
‘brings it'to:the temper of Wax; bur moft 
iproperly Amalgamation, -or oxdhs Con- 
junction , which is a middle confiftence 
between Mercury, and a Metal not' fo 
hard asitheone,for it may with a Knife 
or ones Finger‘ be {pread to'and fro eafi- 

ly 5 
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ly; nor‘yet“is it fo currant as Mercury, 

for no Mercury will rurrout‘of it, though 

st'be inclined one way orother. T need 

fay no more, 'for there isshardly any val® 

gar Chymift.who ts not aéquainted with 

the notion of an Amalema, and knows 

what temper that is,'when it will {pread 

like Butter, and yet laid declining, wall 

1ée nothing run from it which is thinner 

then’ the whole Compound 5 forina thm 

Amalgana, the Mercrry if it be decliried 

will runto the declining fide, like Hydio* 

pical intercutis Water. But ours is not fo 

thin, and yet fo foft that it is eafily piy- 

able, yet fo that it may be rouled: up. in 

Balls, and:no quick Mereary run down or 

fink to'the bottom. He that can mifs in 

this direQion, would hardly find the fhi- 

ning Sun at Noon-day. oh 

Loofing and kyitting be principles two 

Of this hard Sczence,c Poles moft principal, 

Howheit that other principles be many woe, 

conclude aflure thee’) that all our 
Wwe have done this Chapter, and to 

y Ul 4 twelve 
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310 An Expofition upon 
twelve Gates are nothing elfe but lock- 
ing and unlocking, fhutting and open- 
ing, diffolving and congealing, volati- 
zing and fixing, making the dry foft, 
and afterwards the foft dry, loofing and 
binding. Learn but this; and thou fhalt 
be fure of the Keys of this Terreftrial Pa- 
radife. 

Yet becaufe 1, would be more clearly 
un‘Jer{tood, I hall pafsthrough the other 
Gates of the Philofophers, that running 
through their multiplicity, I may as I go 
reduce them.all to unity. 

Pon aday as I abroad was walking, 
The pleafaut Fields to view, 

A voice I heard ix filence fofily talking 
Of Wonders paffing new. 

Whereat I ftarting flood like one amazed, 
Not knowing what to guefs ; 

But when Tround about a while bad gazed, 
This terrour it grewlefs. 2 

The voice I heard came from a Grove, which 
At my right hand did grow, (there 

The caufe of it to know. 

here. 
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“ly. Where I did feea Lady finely dreffed, 

i Sit fighing by a Spring, 

‘ | She wttered words as if with grief oppreffed, 
: And oft her hands would wring. 

| | Ah me, quoth fhe, how is my joy departed ! 
Oh difmal cruel death ! 

Could any think the Fiend fo flinty hearted, 
So to bereave him breath ? 

Vie SSS eee 
= —ZJ TT then drew near, and thought to have affwa- 

With pleafant words her grief: (ged 
» )) The wore] fpake, the more fhe was enraged, 

. Nay fhe difdain'd relief. 

Her face was Lilly white, with Furple fpots 
Upon her cheeks and chins 

Her Rofie lips, her. featare free from blots, 
T° amaze me did begin. 

(weeping ? 

Beanty moft rare, quoth 1, what doft thou 
What Wight nioft vile fhall dare 

1 | Towrong thee, whowsthe Gods have in their 
Whofe face is mortals fare 2 (keeping, 

b | Good Sir, quoth: fre; forbear your words of 
| I live, yet living dye : ( forrow, 

| Lwifh my life might end before the marrow, 
Ab death] fear’s not nigh. 

ei! 

ho a 
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I had a Husband dear, of comely feature, 
A King of gréat renown 3 

So lovely and fo loving, that in, Nature 
There’s.none nay puthine down. 

His ConStitution was fo.ftrong, be fcorned 
To fly from any Foes MS 

His Perfon was with grace fowell adorned, 
That none but hin did know. 

Great Phoebus he wis wand, whofe princely 
‘Tis death for tovrecite 5 (merit 

So hich he was, the weulth he did inherit 
Great honour. didinvite. 

We walking bere the pleafant Woods. awzong, 
Found this unhappy Spring, 

Of which to drink, for thirft my Lord did 
Which draught his end did bring. (long, 

For flooping down, the Water with its ftreane 
Fis head did make fo light, 

‘Ele could not rife, but dropt into the firean 
To everlasting Night. 

He firove to fwine, but to the'bottom fank, 
\\O difmal fight to fee! ( drank, 

Then fivelling with the Water which he 
Himfelf he could not free. 

But 
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And bubbling, colour chang 5 

‘Tissoondler for to oc ( alas theJpoil! ) King dead, and Spring eftrang’d 

: So fron its former flate,that what then fhoxe 
Like unto glittering Skie, . 

Now like a fltinking Puddle reaksjthat none 
Can it endure: yea I 

Who ix it loft.a Husband dear, do loath 
“\ ‘The vapours that afcend 5. 

I hope one Spring will.be the ewd of both, 
‘Twould bea happyend. 

So long fhe fpake, until the Water feud 
Like Ink} Jo black itgrews 9.3 

Aud eke the favour erft fo bad esteem d, 

ve ¢ ji ne ae dig ves that never 

The Air with Clouds moft dark was. fil d, 

‘The which 4. Saul frou the dead Coxps did 
Whofe colour firft was green, (fever, 

Then yellow , mint with blues, the fumes 

_ Which bore. the Soul oahizh, (ascended, 
hich when'the Lady Jaw, ber tears were 

She fainted by and by. e Met 
nto 
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Into the fame Stream fhe did fwouning drop, 

And never more appeard ; | She lov'd her Husband fo, fhe would not ftop, 
Like one of death afear d, 

And firaightway fhe of vital breath de- 
Was of a Lady fair ( priv’d, 
A Carcafs wade, thus both in love who liv'd, 

Alike in death did fhare. 

Lheir Souls disjoyned frome their Bodies ho- 
Upon the Fountain plaid, Curing 

Expetting if their Carcaffes recovering, 
Might have their lives repaid. 

The Sux in Solftice Rood, whofe heat did dry 
The Waters more and more ; 

And eke beneath a Central heat did PIs: 
And fent up vapours ftore. 

Which ftill veturn'd, fo long: till they were 
The greater part to dift 5 (chang'd 

Lhe wandring Souls which long had been 
Were now allur'd with luft (eftrang'd, 

Of their own Bodies, in whofe Atones lay 
A firange Magnetick force; 

They alfo though long banifh'd, day by day 
Awaited the dead Coarfe. : 

or 
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For Souls united were Bodies combin'd, Nh 
And both to each allyd Mi 

So nearly, that no fooner they can find Hi 
A way, but they are ty'd Hi 

With knot inviolable, that no power, 
How ftrong it may appear, 

Can part them any more, even from the hour 
They thus united were. 

Thus two one Body have, of double Sex, 
Which doth no fooner live, 

But is impregnated; this doth perplex 
Their foes, who fain would drive 

This tender off-{pring to defpair : but God 
Fim fafely ever keeps 

Front all Invafion, nor permits the rod 
Of them to make hint weep. 

And though his Garments and his Skin be 
With blackne{s and with ftink, ( foul 

Ee foall be purged, for both Spirit and Soul 
Are clean, whate're men think. 

A River fprings amidét a Garden fair, iE 
With Flowers many deckt, if 

Whofe drops are CryStal like, thefe into Air if 
By Central heat are checkt. of 

This if 
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This Air condenfes like Pearl Orient, 
eo: Vhich on this Body fallss..\ } 
IV hofe.lasire ou.its blacknefs being fpent, 

Zo brightnefs it recalls. 

Lind both together make a\Cryital Spring, Ww 
Whofe Streams moi firangely fhine 5 

Thefe after are condens dy and with thew a 
Treafures of Silver fine, (bring 

Thefe. Treafures if to reft axtoucht a while 1 Sv 
_ Upon the Fire are left, | 

The fiealing Azure will the white beguile, ih 
And both will be bereft 

Of Being by.the Vert, which long will dure ; I, 
Lhe Citrine will {ucceed, 

Which will abide full long, but then be furé In 
Lo fee the fparkling red. 

Lhen is the King who formerly was drown'd, | j 
Recome the whole Earths. wonder ; 

His Wife and he are one, and both aboind Th 
ith mealth 5 nor they afunder 

Hi ill evermore depart x now.all their Foes I; 
Mujt their dowinian know 5 (blows, 

Hitho will not Stoop » foal! furely feel their Th 
For all ave him below. | 

I Fi Sf 
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As Slaves in prifon fast, 
| Ave ow fet frees their, Enemies which 

(3 

With pride, full low were'caft. (fwell’d 

Thus by his death, the King hath now ob- 
That Glory which before (tain'd 

He never had 3 bis former flate's difdain d, 
His Wife now weeps no more. 

She's one with hin, his former Kingdow he 
Unto his Prethren gives 3 

The worft of them doth now thofe Fortunes. 
That each in plenty lives. (fee, 

And what their Brother was before’ bis 
That they ave'now become, ~ (death, 

For he their ficknels cures with his breath, 
And makes them live at home. 

No more in bondage, bouds uo place can 
All liberty enjoy 5 ( find, 

There's nothing here can hurt, for all one 
Have : all that would deftroy (mind 

Is banifh'd from the Kingly Palace, where 
_ The Streets with Gold are pavd 5 

The Walls ave Silver fine, the Gates moft 
Iutire Gems, engrav'd (clear 

With 
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With wondrous Arts the Windows glafs moft a 

Which falls nor knocks can break; (puro, ef 
The Drink from fear of venon fiill ix fure, 

Th oD aks Whoje virtue none can fheak, 

Whofo comes there,is at a place arriv'd 
Where neither want, nor death, 

Nor any grief is knowns a place contrivd 
For Saints therein to breath. 

Who God fhall choofe, and to his Palace 
W hat need he more deftre ( bring, 

Then God himfelf, that he may praifes fing, 
Kindled with holy fire ? 

But he whofe hands unclean, and heart de- 
Thefe Myfteries forbear, (fil'd, 

For you th’ are nots ceafe. timely, for y’ are 
L* have neither wit nor fear. (wild 
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» The Fifth Gate Opened, 
; | Which is : 

PUTREFACTION. 
/ “deken) tee Pimdc Mii tecechob lh caer Soci uatonl: HES. 
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J 
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Now we ‘begin the Chapter of Putrefattion, 
Without which Pole no Seed can multiply, 
Which muft be done only by continual action 
Of heat inthe Body, moift not wanuallys _ 

For Bodies elfe way not be altered naturally. 

xc ji PE have already run through 
V four Gates, the firft being 

opened, the reft {tand open 
at will; fo that thou haft need only to 
efiter. The courfe and method of Philo- 

| ‘fophers now doth lead us to the Gate of 
| Putrefaétion, a horrible Gate, whofe if 

entrance is dark with Czwemerian might, a 
dreadful with many windings and turn- | of 

ings. ud | | i 

And yet it is a Gate fo neceffary, that if 

unlefs you pafs through it, you may ne- } 

yer expe to reap fruit from your la- 
KX 2 bour 5 it 
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ting of thy Compound, which is done 
; ) in 

e322 An Expofition upon 
bour ; for without it can be no Life nor 
Generation, much lefs defired Multiplica- 
tion: therefore faith the Poet, 

Felices atrus quotquot babere queant. 

‘The caufe of this death, or corruption 
or rottennefs, proceeds from the action 
of continual heat, not fo much of the 
external Fire of the Athaxor, as of the 
‘Compound within it {elf 3 in which the 

. Fire of the Water which is again{t Na- 
ture, doth open the perfect Body by con- 
tinual contrition and decoction, and fo 
lets loofe its Su/phur that was incarcerate, 
which is. Fire of Nature; that fo between 
thefe two in continual action and pafii- 
on, together with the external heat ¢on- 
tinually acting, the whole Compound is 
brought to corruption, being fometimes 
roafted with external heat, which doth 
fublime the moifture, which again of its 
own accord returns continually, and 
doth moiften the Earth fo long, until by 
reafon of the heat it have drunk up the 

.moifture wholly, and.then it dyes. 
“And unlef thou {ee this fign, of rot- 
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. ina black colour; a ftinking odour;and 

® with a difcontinuity of parts, thy labour 

will {till be in vain; farthou mayftines 

ver expect what thou defirelt, to haveva 

new form-brought in, till, the old:form 

be corrupted and put off; in tonisy 

Sith Chrift doth witnefs,. without the Grain 

of Wheat | iqis 

Dye in the Ground, intreafe> thout mae 

_. mone geb- v4 OG 

Aud in lékewile without the Matter putrefies 

It way inno wife truly be alterate, vhs 

Neither thy Elements: may be divided 

kindly, | ds 

Nor the Conjundtion of then perfectly celes 
brate : isc He 

That therefore thy labour be' not fruftrates ve 

The privity. of our putréefying well under= 

tand, “ ‘3 

Or ever thou take this Work in hand. * 

+r His is fo. conftant to. Natures conftant 

proceedings, that the painful Hub 

bandman, that he may have an increafed 

Harveft, commits his precious Seed to 

the Ground, in it to ret, and to, be cor- 
X 3 rupted, 
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324 An Expofition upon 
rupted, that fo.a new Life may {pring 
from the old dead Body; nor doth he 
ever expect increafe, fo long as it remains 
in his Garner. 

Rught {o we, fo long as our Material 
principles continue in their own nature 
and form, they are but of a fingle value, 
for Gold and Mercury are two fuch prin- 
ciples, that they will for ever delude as 
many as proceed to work on them ina 
Sophiftical way ; for whatever the Artift 
may think, they will remain the fame 
unto the end of the World, unlefs pure 
Sol being mixed with its own pure and 
appropriated Mercury, and fet ina due 
heat of digeftion, there arifé a mutual 
action and paffion between them, which 
without the laying on of the Artifts 
hands, will tend to a new Generation. 
For in a convenient Fire, in which the 
Compound may perpetually and uncef= 
fantly boyl, and the fubtle parts may 
afcend and circulate upon the grofs with- 
out intermiffion, the moft digefted Vir- 
tue or Soul of the fixed Body, (which is 
his baffs of Tincture ) will be extracted 
by the Water, .and this ‘will mix it {elf 

€ with 
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with the pure Spirit of the Water, and 

with this it will afcend and return, until 

a total feparation be made of the pure 

from the impure, and the fubtle from 

the grofs. | | 

Then {hall the Body: draw down: its 

Soul again, and by the power of the moft 

High it.fhall be united, arid with it the 

Spirit of life fhall be joyned alfo, fo.that 

all three {hall become one with an union 

indiffolvable ; but all this pre-fuppofeth 

a Puirefadion, or Corruption of one 

form, elfe cannot there be an Introducti- 

on of another. 
Therefore fince this myftery of Putre- 

fGion is not more fecret then necefla- 

ry, fo neceflary that without 1t there 1s 

nothing can be done to purpofe, that is 

to fay, with profit; I fhall be a little 

plain and full in the profecution of this 

myftery: For in the knowledge of this 

confilts all that is required to make a 

-Philofopher, All the imtentions of the 

Artift, muft be only fo to prepare and 

order things, that he may be {ure of this 

terminus 5 aud when he is there come, he 

is as ure a Malteras if he had the Stone 

: X 4 133 
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226 An Expofition upon 
‘in his Cabinet.’ By the failing of this fign, 
the Operator is always to turn either 
backward to feck out fome other prin- 

‘ciples, or forward, or. to the right hand, 
or to the left; but when he is Mafter of 
this, he then can fail in nothing but in the 
Regimen of the outward heat: 

And'Putrefattion may thus defined be, 
' After Philofophers defivition to be of Bo- 

dies the flaying, 
And in our Compound 2 diviiton of things 

three, 
The killed Bodies into Corruption forth lea- 

ding, — 
And after unto Regeneration them ableing 5 
For things being in the Earth, without doubt 
Be engendred of Rotation of the Heavens 

about. 

He definition that the Philofophers 
give of this Operation, is perpetually 

Allegorical, for this: Gate they have 
named by all Metaphors almoft in the 
World, efpecially from death, and dead 
men: therefore they allegorize the Veflel 

in this {tation, to Grave, or Tomb, and 
emble- 
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4 emblematically difcover this Operation 
? by the types of Skuls, dead Bones, and 

totten Carcaffes ; according to which 

Metaphors they call Putrefaction, the 

death of the Compound. - 
For when they faw the Body with the 

Water to melt in the Fire, to flow and 

to boy], they called this ib ; when 

they faw the Water partly to afeend, and 
partly to defcend, and partly to remain 
below, fo that at once there was botha 

Sublimation in vapour, and a Motion of 

what was below, they faid that it was 
the Spirit of the Water that afcended, 

or more Airy part; and the more Fiery 
part, which rejoyceth moft to be united 

to, and hidden in Earth, remained be- 

low, for that was more capable of the 

Fire, and did better agree with it, as with 

its like : which becaufe it did (0 uncef+ 

fantly fwell and boyl, and rage at the 
bottom, and make the Body begin to 

change its colour, they faid it was Fire 

again{t Nature. Again, when they {aw 

the afcending Vapour to change colour, 
they faid it was the Soul of the Bodies 

--was mixed with the Spirit, which becaule 
it 
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328 An Expofition upon 

it was green, they faid it was a vegetative 
Soul, and Fire of Nature. 
Now when the Body. below began to 

thicken, they {aid this was an Herma- 
phroditical Body, becaufe part of the 
Water always remained below, and made 
the Body to boy], and bubble, and flow 5 
and therefore this they called a new 
Body compounded of two Bodies, the 
Sue and the Mooz, the Man and the 
Wife, which becaufe it grew toa flimy 
confiftence, they named it Limus, or 
Limbys, Hyle, and a Chaos, or. Terra 
Adamica. 

When. this Body began to grow very 
black, and to fend up foul Exhalations, 
yellowith, blewith, and black, they faid 
this was Death and Corruption , which 
followed the feparation of the Soul from 
the Body. 
Now when they fee the Souls to be 

again united, and to remain below toge- 
ther, they knew that the Soul and Spirit 
were Immortal, that is, the Tincture ar 

Vital Balfam was Incorruptible; and be- 
eaufe they fee them again unite, they 
knew the Soul and Spirit would renew 

the 
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- the Bodies, and'this {eeming Corrupti- 
on; wag but the ‘natural ftep to a glori- 
ous’ Regeneration ; for if the Souls be 
again united to the Bodies, they will 
furely regenerate them, and renew them, 
and make them incorruptible 5 for if the 
Spirits had not returned to this union, 
they might only have expected the Ex- 
halation of them : for Spiritual TinGures 
or Effences, cannot be deftroyed by core 
fuption in many Vegetals, much lefs in 
the moft perfect of Minerals and Metals. 
The union then of the Souls with the Bo- 
dies, argues evidently a hidden purity, 
under the apparent rottennefs, which will 
after Purification be exalted to tran{cen- 

dent Glory. 
Hereupon they faid, that the Spirit 

and Soul which were above, were the 

Heavenly Quinteffence , and the Body 

below was the Earths; and this Circula- 

tion of Spirits, were but as the Circu- 
lation of the Heavens round about the 
Earth ; and the falling drops, were but as 
the influential dew, which did caufe the 

Farth to fructifie; and the blacknefs and 

darknefs, were but the Winter Latitude,, 
which 
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330 An Expofition upon 
which with its Clouds and droppings do <3 
mellow and fertilize the-Earth, to fhoot ‘ 
forth with the more beautiful varieties in 
the Spring. 

And therefore like as I have faid before, 
Lhine Elements commixt and wifely co- 

equate, 

L hou keep in temperate heat, ofchewing ever- 
more 

That they by violent heat be not incinerate, 
Lo powder dy y uuprofitably Rubificate + 
Lut into powder black-as the Crows B if, 
With beat of our Bath » or elfe of our 

« 7 se? y pi ee 

OSiwelt 

a Or this canfe they looked upon this as 
a fecret, myfterious, yet very natural 

Operation, whereby the moft folid and 
perfect Minerals, are by Nature (0 applied 
one to another, and cultivated, that the 
very Earth or Ground fhould be found, 
in which this noble Tree’of the Fe fperi- 
des may be planted and-grew ; the Ma- 
trix or Womb fhould be prepared, in 
which this noble Off-(pring may again 
enter, and be born again. 
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Sir G. Ripley’s fifth Gate. 331 
Therefore what by long Experience; 

and, profound Meditation, Philofophers 
have found out and feen, that alfo they 
committed and communicated unto us 5 

fo that we alfo are made fellow Heirs'of 
this great Treafure, and we fhall as faith- 
fully communicate our knowledge for 
thy Inftruction. Firft then, take thy Body 
which is Gold, and thy Water which 1s 
Mercury, the one ready made by Nature 
to thy hand, the other thou muft Pre- 
pare, for itis not to be found in the 
Land of the Living, but muft be made 5 
Nature here is at a won-plws, and {o 1s 
Art, taken afimder, but both together 
effet it. eye 

Mix thefe together in due proportion, 
(o as I have often told thee; then fet 
them to the Fire to decod, and. give 
them a convenient heat, in which they 
may boyl, afcend and defcend perpe- 
tually, without any intermiffion night 
or day. i abe } : 

But efpecially and before all things be 
careful in your Internal heat, to wit, the 

proportion of your Water for your Su- 

pbur 5 that you muft add and fupply to 
if 
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it in the beginning of your Work’ in its my) Ma 
Preparation, is that which doth perform 
all the work within, without which your 
External heat is ofno vale, for it is of it 
felf uneffectual, ~ i 

If then thou accénd this heat {6 much 
as that it predominate, it will not then 
diffolve the Bodies, a§ thou expedctelt, 
but contrarywifé burn the Flowers be- 
fore they are extrated ‘from the depth 
of their Marrow: this thou mayft eafily 
do, either if thy 4+/#ick be not made as 
it Ought, or elfe the number of Eagles 
exceeded ; or the proportion of thy 
Water to thy Body not dsrééing to the 
number of Eagles, or thy Glaf$ not well 
proportioned to thy Matter ; it will eafj- 
ly burn, af thy Glafs be too big,’ for fo 
the moifture will fo much be difperféd 
about the Concave, that it will not re- 
turn before the Earth below be left too 
dry. I have given Rulés eafily to avoid 
all thefe mconveniences. | 

And on the other hand, be fure that 
thou do not erre in too little heat ; Jet 
thy Water have Fire enovgh within it, 
to make a true divifion and cortuption, 

which 
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which if either thy Arfxick have not fuf- 
ficient Fiery virtue, or if the union of 
this and thy Water be not well attended, 
but flightly performed, or the Purgation 
of thy Water be not throughly made 
each Eagle, for fo two or three Eagles 
may not add the virtue of one, or if thy 
number of Eagles be not juft, or thy 
proportion of quantity be not duly ob- 
ferved. 

Thetefore follow my advice; and be 
careful in~both thefé particulars, and 
then Jet your External heat be fo that 
your Compound may boy]! and fublime, 
which for its fimilitude is called a Bal- 
neum, fo long till the Vapours ceafe, and 
are retained within 5 then will the Com- 
pound rot, which for its great likenefs is 
called our Dunghill. 

Vutil the time that Nights be paffed ninety, 
In moift heat keep thew for any thing, 
Soon after by blacknefs thou fhalt efpy, 

_ That they draw faft to putrefying. 

Irft then, our Operations begin iz hu- 
> wido,for th the beginning moifture it 

pre¢ 
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prevails, and.is called the Phlegmatick - 
Conftitution of our Ezbrio; and this is 
called the Reign of the Woman, which 
(according to Llammel) {eeks to get the 
Domination for many months, that is to 
fay , for three months or thereabouts, 
which according to our Author is ninety 
days and nights, to whom many other 
Authors agree. This time may be longer 
or fhorter, according to the better or 
worfe preparation of the Matter, and the 
Regimen of the Fire. | . 

__ But when thou hatt fet thy Glafs once, 
in the firft place be fure that thou give 
a due, yet temperate heat ; govern it fo 
as that between the Waters above, and 
the Flouds beneath, the Earth may li- 
quefie 5 then continue your decottion, 
and the Veffel fhall be beclouded, and 
thy Compound {hall with conftant Cir- 
culation become black. _ .. . tS ad 

This colout {hall be a fign unto you 
that you have not run your courfe in 
vain; this is the firlt Gate, into which 
and through which you muft enter 5 now 
know for certain that thy Seeds begin to 
rot and engender. In this Putrefaction 
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there is life, for this Operation is nothing 
elfe but an extra@ing of Natures from 
their profundity or root; this is that 
-which will make thy fixt Body to become 
a volatile Spirit, for Putrefaction doth 
leofe the bands of all the Elements. 

Which after many colours thou mayft bring 
To, perfect whitene[s; by patience eafily, 
Mud fo the Seed ix his nature fhall mul- 

tiply. 

So foon then as thou fhalt have black- 
+ nefs compleat, know for certain that 

in this blacknefs whitenefS is really hid- 
den, fo really as a living Planit in its Seed. 
But before thou attain to this white- 
nefs,,thou.mayft have patience, and pafs 
through many: middle changable colours, 
which ..will be no, {mall chearing to the 
Work-man, who mutt wait with a great 
deal of Longanimity until the Earth and 
Heaven be united. yi! 

Then fhall thy Elements perfectly ac- 
cord, and. one colour fhall cover thy 
new-married Soul and Body, and that 
will be like to the moft pure Lilly, or 

Y fub- 
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fublimed: Salt, fparkling like to a new- 
{!ipped Sword in the Sun beams; 

In this whitene{S is the’ Multiplicative 
virtue exalted, and made apparent in its 
firft degree 5 by this white Soul thow 
maylft turn either Meréziry, or Saturn, or 
Jupiter, or Venus, or Mars’, into moft 
pure refined Silver, in a fhort time,-and 
that not Sophiftically, to’apparency,; but 
in. reality, inwardly’ and outwardly to’ 
abide all Effays. | 

Make each the other to halfe and kif, ; 
And like as Children play them up and 

down, | 
And when theiv Shirts are filled with Pifs, 
Then let'the Woman to wafh be bown, 
Which oft for faintnefs will fall in a fwonn; 
And die at left with her Children all, 
And go to: Purgatory to wafh their filth 

Original. 

Bu in thy firft Operation, as is: {aid 
before, firft look for blacknefS, which 

will appear in the firft Regimen’ by con- 
tinual deco¢tion, which’ blacknef$' fhall 
be an Indicium to. you that: your two’ 

Natures 

= 

—-.  —+ C, - Le, <— 

a5. A. me. ee. Craw 

co. wns 
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Natures do begin now to imbrace and 
kifs one another. . hoe 

. For fo foon as they feel the Fire, they 
flow together within the Veffel, and 
boyl by continuance of decodion vili- 
bly, and,the tender Nature not enduring 
the heat, flyeth aloft, and being inclofed 
fo that it cannot get out, it congeals in 
drops in the head of the Veflel, and 
about the fides, and again returtis to its 
Body, which may. well be called Chil- 
drens play, running round as it were in 
a Circular motion: This play continues 
(a long, till the Water begins to leave its 
thicker parts, with the thicker parts of 
thé Body, which in the bottom of the 
Veflel is called Urina puerorum 5 and the 
thinner, parts of the Water, mixed with 
the thinner parts of the Body, which is 
diffolved in it, flies {till and circulates 
until it have made a more full diffolution 
of the Body, which here by the odour 
of its Sulphur doth penetrate the Spirit 
and Soul, and makes them faint at laft, 

and remain as it were breathlefg in the 
bottom of the Glafs. , 

Then hall the Body be deftroyed, and 
Ya 

47 ged 
both 
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both the Water and it rot into {mall 
Atoms, which will lie without motion, 
growing every day more and more black, 
until at length Civemerian darknels cover 
the whole Sky. : 

This ts called the North Latitude of 
our Stone, and it is Winter, cold and 
dirty 3 here arethe Elements brought to 
reft for a time, until a Generation be 
made in the bottom of the Glafs, when 
through the will and power of God, a 
clean thing fhall be brought out of this 
uncleannefs and black venenofity. 

When they be there, by little & little increafe 
Their pains with heat aye more and more, 
Lhe Fire from them let never cea é, 
And fee that thy Furnace be urely apt there- 
Which wife men call aw Athanor: ( fore, 
Concerning heat required moft temperately, 
By which thy Matter doth kindly putrefie. 

INO” thy Bath will begin to be a little 
more heated and ftirred up, to wath 

this young King, which though noble, 
15 yet conceived ina Stable ; for at this 
time thou haft the Swlphur of thy diffol- 

ved 
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ved Body let loofe, which mixing with 
the Sulphur of the Water, doth acuate it 
exceedingly ; the one being a natural, 
the other a Fire againft Nature, both to- 
gether make an unnatural Fire, burning 
like to the Fire of Hell, comparable to 
nothing but the Alcahefi. 

Nor mutt thou think that this increafe 
of Fire confifts in the blowing of the 
Coal, no verily, it is a more fubtle in- 
ternal Fire that we have, and yet that 
alfo muft be kept conftant, and in due 
order. 

For this caufe fee that.thy Furnace be 
trufty, elfe thou mayft and wilt fail; for 
though the Fire of Coals do not effect 
any thing, yet it excites, and the Water 
though it be of a wonderfull nature, yet 
jt acts no farther then it is {tirred up, and 
intermiflion jn this Work when It 1s once 
begun, will in the end prove fatal ex- 
tinction. : 

Therefore the Wife men have named 
the Furnace in which they work their 
Secrets, an Athanor, that is, Immortal, 
fhewing that from the beginning to the 
end the Fire muft not go out, for the 

Y 2 €Xs 
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340 An Expofition upow 
extinction of it deftroys the Works and 
as death includes all ficknefles, which ate 
{teps to it, fo an Immortal Furnace or 
Athanor, mutt not only preferve the Fire 
from going out, but alfo from exorbi- 
tancy either on one hand or other ; for 
whatever fwerves from the temperate 
mean, hinders the kind operation of the 
Matter, which is Putrefaction, by which 
means the Work is notably retarded and 
weakned, and by continuance of any ex- 
tremity it will be deftroyed, but with its 
due heat it doth putrefie kindly. - 

Of this principle fpeaketh fapient Guido, 
Aad faith by rotting dyeth the Compound 

corporal, | . as 
And then after Morien and others soc, 
Up rifeth again regenerate, fimple and fpi- 

ritual. et 7% 
Lind were not heat and utoifture continual, 
Sperm in the Womb might have none abi- 

ding, 

Aad fo there foould uo fruit thereof up pring. 

ae according to the intention of al] 
* Philofophers, Guido, Turba, Arnal- 

dus, 
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dys, and others, but efpecially nobl
e Tre- 

- vifan, whom I chiefly honours fo Flam- 

mel, Artephius, Marien, and all Philofo- 

phers teftifie thus much, namely, that the 

heat mutt be fo adequated to the Com- 

pound, as that in it the Body, through 

the Pontick virtue of the Water, may 

have its Sulphur let loofe, and fo thefe 

two Swlphurs mixing together, may 

bring the whole to rotting or Putre- 

faction. | 
"By which putridnefs a Ferment is en- 

gendred , which as it doth volatize all 

things naturally, fo it doth quicken this 

grofs dea Body, in fo much that it 

mounts aloft upon the Fire with the 

Water, and rifeth a new glorious Body 

mixed with the Water, fo that both be- 

ing become one together, the Spirit bor- 

rows from the Body permanency , and 

the Body from the Spirit obtaineth pe- 

netrativene(s, fo that both make one cc- 

leftial and terreftrial Compound, named 

the Regenerate Body and Stone of Pa- 

radife incombuftible. All which 1s occa- 

fioned by the continuance and not fail- 

ing of heat, both inwardly and outward. 

¥4 ly 
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342 An Expofition upon 
ly, by which the moifture is circulated 
and depurated, without which the femi- 
nal virtue would be extind, which only 
vegetates by heat and moifture. 

And if once the feminal virtue were 
kill'd, the remaining Compound would 
be no better then a. dead unprofitable 
thing, which could never ,be recovered 5 
fo that if either moifture or heat within, 
or convenient heat without fhould fail, 
there is nothing to be expected, but 
according to the Poet, | 
Cunha ruent, qua nonulla reparaveris Arte: 

Therefore at the beginning our Stone thou 
take, ae 

And bury each in other with their Grave, 
The equal between them a marriage wake, 

o lig together fix weeks let then have. 
Their Seed conceived, kindly nourifh and 

fan, 
From the ground of their Grave not rifttig 

- the while, 
W hich fecret point doth many one beguile. 

“His then is the procefs of our Work ; 
**- take/at,the firft our Stone, that is, 

| the 

| 
| 
| 
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the true Material principles © thereof; 
- which are one in kind, and two in num- 

ber : mix thefe together in a due pro- 

portion, then fhalt thou fee as follows. 
Firft, thy Feminine nature will fo em- 
brace thy Mafculine, as to extract from 
him his Seed, that 1s, the moft digefted 
virtue, fo fhall the Body dye, and the 
Water fhall intomb it. 

The Water by Cohabitation — fhall 
contrac amity and friendfhip with the 
Body, for it is nothing elfe but a Fe- 
minine Body of the fame Stock, which 
when they are united and joyned, this 
is called the Marriage of Gabritivs with 
Beya. ; : 

Then fhall the Vapours ceafe, and 
all Exhalations fhall’ be withheld from 
afcending or defcending during the 
{pace of 40 days,. or 42 at moft, in 

which time though thou {ee not the for- 
mer Circulation, rejoyce, for now the 
Body begins to retain his Soul in a black 
colour. 

Now the Queen hath’ conceived the 
Kingly Seed, which muft be nourifhed 
with gentle convenient Fire, till it wax 
ee firong, 
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244 An Expofition upor 
ftrong, and become a puiffant trium- 
phant Champion, whom no Earthly force 
is able to withftand. : | 

Thou muft of neceffity then Jet them 
have this prefixed time for their foli- 
tude and retirement, in which time the 
fixt and the volatile, the cold and the 
moift, the hot and the dry, do learn 
to agree each with other, being recon- 
ciled in this Head of the Crow, which 
is the converfion of Natures into a dif- 
continuous Calx, finer then Atoms of 
the Sun. a 13 fee)! 

_ This Operation as it is the Wyld and 
Labyrinth of all who feek this Art in 
vain, fo it is the Capo di Boua Efperanza 
to as. many as attain to the perted fight 
hereof ; for now moft of the difficulties 
are pafled, which they are like to mcet 
withal] in this.their Voyage to the Ori- 
ental Indies. 
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‘abide, 3 
The blackuef appearing foall tell thee wher 
ue pheg diese SiO) EST | 
For they together like liquid Pitch that tide 
Shall fell and bubble, fettle and putrefie 5 
Shining colours therein thou fhalt efpy, 
Like to the Rainbow, marvellous to fights 
The Water then beginneth to dry upright 

‘Hos muft then be very carefull that 
‘& thy over-heat do not now hinder 
their Conjunction, for now is the main 

fear of burning thy Flowers, which thou 

maylt eafily do, and make thefe Natures 
become a half Red, or Orange colour, in- 
{tead of the true Crows Bill. 
*. Whereas if thy external heat be fo 

entle, as not to extinguifh motion, thou 
fhalt find that in this period thy Natures 
{hall both of them die together, for one ts 
not killed, nor dieth without the other 5 

which death in its approach thou {halt 
difcover by the appearing blacknefs. 

And when once the Crow fhall begin 
to fhew it felf, know that thou fhalt fee 

Bs Rca i 2 
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a terrible day, for thou muft expe to _.\ | fir be in the heat of the fhore, andin'the \\_; ftorm of the inraged Sea, which now the ng Winds are abated, aftera longandftrong —_| (ff blowing of them, doth arife in Waves, | Aw raging and taking on, and raifing the — | fin filth from the very bottom, fo that all | Ana becomes like to a troubled GlafsofInk, | or melting boiling Pitch. | 

After this blacknef§, which fhall en- | dure for a Jong and tedious time, thou || | {halt fee various and glorious colours to | [' fucceed, fiich as thou never haft feens 4 for all the colours that the mind of Man | poffibly can imagine, fhall then prefent Wt themfelves to view, which fhall be an Bod Wil evident token to thee, that the moiftand 1 dark Dominion of the Woman doth now  orat ant begin to vanifh, and inftead thereof the T Wil Man beginneth to rule, who firft dryeth =| 

Por 

| tio 1 II up the moifture of the Woman, with unit a which there will vanifh blacknefs, and upo | the changable colours, and after al] thal] oth | oe be fixed ina {parkling dry white Powder, J tof ; a which ig the Stone of Paradife. : 
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| Of kindly Conjunidion the token affignate, 
_ And of true, putrefying 5 remember this, 
For then perfeEly to alter thou canft not mifs. 
| And thus by the Gate of blacknefs thou muft 

| Lo the light of Paradife in whitene(s, if thon | 
come in : 

N_ the beginning therefore of our 
Work, through the Co-operation of 

_ heat both internal and external, and the 
_ moifture of the Matter concurring, our 
_ Body gives a blacknefs like unto Pitch, 
_ which for the moft part happens in 40, 
| or at the moft in 50 days. | 

_ This colour difcovers plainly that the 
_ two Natures are united, and if they. are 

ee nae 

united, they will certainly operate one 
upon another, and alter and change each 
other from thing to thing, and from ftate 
to ftate, until all come to one Nature and 
fubftance Regenerate, which is a new 
Heavenly Body. 

But 
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But before there can be this Rengya« i} MH 1 : a ah tron, the Old man rieceflarily muft be “<p 

Aa deftroyed, that.is, thy firt Body muft | J 
i i rot and be corrupted, and lofé its form, — | 
ai that it may have, it repaid: with a new | (1 
Hi form, which is a thoufand times more. 
i li i noble. So then'our Work is not a forced | fs vl and apparent, but a natural and radical | i 
al il Operation, in which our, Naturés.are al-. 
i | téred perfectly, info much that the one | Sh 
\ li and the other having fully loftwhat they | 4b 

| Hy | ' | were before, yet without change of kind, . 
i i | they become’a third thing, Homogeneal | R 
i to'bbth'the*former, oe a ee 
Wit Thus they who fow in'tears, fhall reap | fy 
a i in joy; and he who goeth forth mour-; | ti 
mil ning, and carrying precious Seed, thall | y 
Hy return with an abundance of increafe, ing 
Hil with their hands filled with fheaves, and i 
1 i their mouths with the praifes of the Lord :. | 
1) |i! thus the chofén or redeemed of the Lord’ | » 
a fhall return with Songs, and everlafting an 
mit | Joy fhall be upon their heads, and figh= |} ix 
ai!) ing and fotrows fhall fly away. Io 

Hii 

be 

For 
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ac. fief the Sun' in his uprifing obfeurate 
| Shall'be, and pafs the Waters of Noah's 
| Floud, | ‘ : | 
| Ox Earth which were a handred days con= 
| tinnate 6 ap iM: 

And fifty, away ere all thefe Waters goed 
Right fo our Waters, as Wife wen PeANG: 
food, 

Shall pafs, that thou with David may fay, 
Abierunt in ficco flaminas bear this away. 

jp gael this Chymical Maxim, 
‘“ namely, that a fad cloudy morning, 

begins a fair day, and a chearfull noon- 
tide ; for our Work is properly to be 
compared to a day, in which the morn- 
ing is dark and cloudy, fo that the Sun, 
appears not. | 

After that, the Sky is over-clouded, 
and the Air cold with Northerly winds, 
and much Rain falls, which endures for 
its feafon $ but after that, the Sun breaks 
out, and fhines hotter and hotter, till all 
become dry, and then at Noon-day not a 
Cloud: appearing, but all clear from one 
end of the Heaven to the other. 2a 

ut 
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But our Waters may more fitly be 
compared to Noah's. Floud, or Deluges 
then to a day-fhowr, by reafon of their 
continuance ; for before our Waters {hall 

‘. a " 

all be overcome, and dried up by pre-. 
vailing ficcity, it will be about 5 months, 
in. which time the Artift fhall be held in 
conftant horrour, according as the Alle- 
gory of Ariflews hath it; 

«Sed ne peniteat facie fuligine pingi, 
» Adferet hee Phebi nigra favilla jubar. 

Wait patiently , for thou fhale fee the 
Day-ftar arifing with deliverance, and 
thefe Waters fhall through the command 
of the Almighty abate; Fupzter then fhall 
rule, in whofe reign all things. fhall be 
reftored: for by, con{tant decoétion, thy 
Body fhall have virtue to receive Tin- 
cture, and to retain it, and to increafe At, 
by. which, it fhall be renewed, and fhall 
by little and little digeft <all- the moi-. 

fture, which then fhall be unto it as nou- 
rifhment, Milk of Life, which we call Vir-. 
gins Muk. 

Then fhalt thou have leifure to con- 
template-thefe wonders of the moft High, 

| which 
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which if they do not ravith and aftonifh 
“thee in the beholding of them, it is be- 

caufe God hath not intended this Science 
to thee in Mercy, but in Judgment, to 
wit, that it fhould be unto thee a {nare 
and trap, and a ftumbling-block at which 
thou fhalt {tumble and fall, and never rife 
again. Remember then when once thou 
fhalt fee the renewing of thefe Natures, 
that with humble heart and bended 
knees thou praife and extoll, and mag- 
nifie that gracious God, who hath been 
nigh unto thee, and heard thee, and di- 
rected thine Operations, enlightned thy 
Judgment; for certainly flefh and bloud 

_ never taught thee this, but it was the 
free gift of that God who giveth to whom 
he pleafeth. 

Soon after that Noah planted this Vineyard, 
Which Royally flourifbed, and brought forth 

rapes anon 
After which fpace thon halt not be afeard: 

No as the Earth when the Waters of 
the Floud were abated, was as it 

Were renewed 5 even fo thy Earth is 
Z made 
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made new, and the Rain-bow is to thee 
a fign that there {hall never again happen 
{uch another Deluge, as thou haft now 
paffed. Thy Earth then being renewed, 
behold how it is decked with an admira- 
ble green colour, which is then named 
the Philofophers Vineyard. 

This greennefs, after the perfec white- 
nefs, is to thee a token that thy Matter 
hath re-attained, through. the will and 
power of the Almighty , a new vegeta- 
tive life: obferve then how this Philofo- 
phical Vine doth feem.to flower, and to 
bring forth tender green Clufters ; know 
then that thou art now preparing fora 
rich Vintage. 

Thy Stone hath already paffed through 
many hazards, and yet the danger is not 
quite over, although it be not great, for 
thy former experience may. now. guide 
thee, if rafh joy do not make thee mad. 

yf ! 
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our Stone. 
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«\Onfider now that thou.art in procefs 
to anew Work, and though in per 
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fet whitenefs thy Stone was incombue 

ftible, yet in continuing it on the Fire 
without moving, it is now become ten- 
der again; therefore though it be not in 
fo gréat danger of Fire now as hereto- 
fore, yet immoderacy now may and will 
certainly fpoil all, and undo thy hopes: 
Govern with prudence therefore during 
the while that thefe colours fhall come 
and go, and be not either over-hafty} 
nor’ defpondent, but wait the end with 
patience. ticeeeilh by 

And foon that afier thirty days are gone, 
Lhou fhalt have Grapes right as Ruby red, 
Which is our Adrop, oar Ufifur, avd ony 

red Lead. 

| Ss in a {hort time thou fhale find, thae 
this green will be overcome by the 

Azure, and that by the pale wan colour, 
which will at length come to a’ Citrine, 
which Citrine {hall endure for the {pace 
of 46 days. . 3eaames . 
> "Phen fhall the heavenly Fire de(éerid; 
and illuminate’ ‘the Earth with incontcei- 
vable Glory 5. the Crown of thy Labours 
on Z2 fhall 
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fhall be brought unto thee, when our t 
Sol fhall fie in the South, fhining with” +f f 
rednefs incomparable. 

Thisis our Zyre, our Bafilisk, our red 
Poppy of the Rock, our Adrop, our Ufi- 
fur, our red Lead, our Lion devouring 
all things: This is our true Light, our 
Earth glorified; rejoyce now, for our 
King hath paffed from death to life, and 
now poffeffeth the Keys of both Death 
and Hell, and over him nothing now 
hath power. 

For like as Souls after pains tranfitory, 
Be brought to Paradife where ever is joy- 

ful life 5 
So fhall our Stone afier his darkpefs in Pur- 

Zator7, 

Be purged and joyned in Elements with- 
outen ftrife. 

S then it is with thofe who are Re. 
deemed, their Old man is crucified, 

in which is forrow, anguifh, grief, heart- 
breaking, and many tears; after that the 
New man is reftored, and then is joy, 
fhouting, clapping of hands, finging, si 

the 
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the like, for the ranfomed of the Lord 

> fhall return with Songs, and everlalting 

Joy fhall be on their heads : even fo it 
is after a fort in our Operations, for firft 
of all our old Body dyeth, rots, and is as 
it were corrupted, yielding a moft loath- 
fome ftink, and engendring {quallid and 
filthy colours, and moft venomous exha- 
lations, which is as it were the Purgatory 
of this old Body, in which its corruption 
is overcome by a long and gentle de- 
coction. 

And when it once is purged, and 
made clean and pure, then are the Ele- 
ments joyned, and are of four contra- 
ries made one perfect, perpetual, indif- 
folvable unity; fo that from henceforth 
there is nothing but concord and amity 
to be found in all our habitations, 

Rejoyce the whitenefs and beauty of his 
Wife 

Qu Man then to fhew his fingular 
7 love to his Wife, and to give an evi- 

dent token that they will never fall out 
any more, is content to attain the firft 

Z 3 degree 
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336 An Expofrtion upor 
degree of its pententions in her colours _ 
fo that the firft.{table colourof thy reno- 
vate Body, after its Ecliplation im black- 
nefs, is the {parkling white, which is a 
lultre hardly imaginable. 

And nett from darkunefs of Purgatory to 
light 

Of Paradife, in whiteness Elixir of great 
might. 

His is a noble ftep, from Hell to Hea- 
ven ; from the bottom of the Grave, 

to the top of Power and Glory ; from 
ob{curity 12 blacknefs, to refplendent 
whitenefs 5 from the height of veneno- 
fity, to the height of Medicine. Oh Na- 
ture ! how doft thou alter things into 
things, cafting down the high and 
mighty, and again exalting them being 
bafe and lowly ! Oh Death! how art 
thou vanquifhed when thy Prifoners are 
taken from thee,.and carried to a ftate 
and place of Immortality! This is the 
Lords doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes. 

And 
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"And that thou mayft the rather to Putre- 
faction, 

Win this example, thoutake, &c. 

The heart of an Oak which hath, of Water 
continual infufion 5 

For though it in Water lay av hundred years 
and more, " 

Yet fhouldeft thou find it found as ever it 
was before. 

O Happy Gate of blacknefs, which art 
the paflage to this fo glorious a 

change! ftudy therefore, whoever ap- 
plyeft thy felf to this Art, only to know 
this Secret 5 for know this, and know all, 
and contrarywife be ignorant of this, and 
be ignorant of all. 

Therefore if that pofflible thou mayft 
attain the depth of this Myftery, I fhall 
endeavour to unfold it to thy capacity 
by fimilitudes andexamples.* 

Thou knowelft that if a folid piece of 
Wood lie in water perpetually ,. it will 
tire the patience of the moft patient ex- 
pecter to fee it rot, for it will abide 
many Generations, and in the end be as 

Z4 found 
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found as when it was firft laid in. Yea 
fome contend, that in our days Pine-“~ \ 
Trees are dug up in their intire propor- 
tion, which have been buried ever fince 
the Floud, being found in fuch places in 
which no Hiftories ever mentioned that 
{uch Trees grew, and fo deep under 
ground as it is almoft incredible ; which 
certainly have layn at Jeaft many hun- 
dred years, and yet the Wood as found 
as any other Tree of that fort, which 
hath not been cut down above a year or 
two: fuch is the force of conftant Hume- 
faction, to prevent the ordinary corrup- 
tion of Timber. 

But and thou keep it fometimes wet and 
fometimes dry, | 

As thou mayft fee in Timber, 
And fo even likewife, ere. 
Sometimes our Tree muft with the Sun be 

brent. 

Bu contrarywife , Timber which is 
kept wet fometimes, and dry fome- 

times, as ufually the foundations of Tim- 
ber Houfes are, if not fecured by the 

Mafans 

— ._ 
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Mafons Art, it would tire the Houfe- 
holders patience to fee how foon fuch 
Timber will rot, and molder away, and 
become fit for nothing; which 1s a 
thing (0 well known, that the expe- 
rience of every Ruftick almoft can teach 
it him: 

So refolve our Stone mutt be ufed, if 
thou intend to have it putrefie kindly 5 
our .Wheel for Putrefaction muft go 
round, in a conftant Elevation or, Ex- 
traction of the Water or Humidity from 
the Body, by which Operation our Man 
the Sz 1s helped in his acting 5 and this 
Water muft as conftantly return to the 
Earth, to moiften it, by. which the Wo- 
man the Mooz is helped in her acting. 

And then with Water we muft it Reel, 
That foto rotting we may bring it weel.. 

| Bgehia ss thefe two various Operations 
which one and the fame Fire pro- 

duceth, our Body is both heated and 
cooled, his fweat is drawn forth and re- 
turned upon him again, by the which 
meanis it is triturated, ground, foftned, 

and 
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360 . An Expofition upon 
and made weak even unto death; ard 
dying, it rots-and putrefies, changing 
colours from one into another, until at 
the length it becomes black as Ink or 
Pitch, whichis our Toad, our Crow, our 
Tomb filled with rottennefs, our Golgotha 
or place of dead bones, our Zerra foliata 
or Earth of Leaves. | 

For now in wet, &e. 
To be fhall caufe it foon to putrefie, 
Aud fo foall thou bring to rotting thy Gold, 
Iutreat thy Bodies, Gc. 
And in thy putrefying with heat be not too 

wift, 
Left in the Afhes thou feck after thy thrift. 

Ur Operation then, faith Moriex, is 
nothing elfe but extrading Water 

from the Earth, and returning it again 
upon the Earth, fo long and fo often tll 
the Earth putrefie ; for by elevation of 
the moifture the Body ts heated and 
dried, and by returning it again it is 
cooled and moiftned, by the continua- 
tion of which fucceflive Operations, it 
is broughe to corrupt and rot, to lofe 

Its 

= 
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its form, and for a feafon to remain 
as dead. | 

This is the true intention and manner 
| Of our working, and there is no other 
| manner of working that can be invented, 
| that can give thee the effed of this our HN dh 
| Operation; for this is the true way and |) 
| means by which thy Body of Gold will 
| be deftroyed, ‘and no other way profita- | 

ble for our Art: Proceed therefore as 
/ Ivhave directed thee, and fwerve not | 

either to the right hand or to the left. | 
Take this Body which I have {hewed | 
thee, and joyn it with the $pirit which is 
proper to it, which the Wife men have ig 

| called their Vexys, or Goddefs of Love, ‘i 
| and circulate thefe two Natures one upon » NC 

the other, until the one have conceived i 
| by the other. i! 
| But beware you urge not the ‘Spirit . 

too much, but remember that he is a 
| volatile fubftance, and if he be over- 

| § provoked, he will certainly, break the 
3 | Veflel, and fly, and leave thee the ruines ih 

of thy Glafs for a recompence of thy i 
over-{peedy tafhnefs 5 which truft me 
will make thee fetch a deep Philofophi- 

; cal 
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cal figh, and fay when it is too late, I it 
Cait I had been content to wait Na-“ > 
tures time. Let the Fire then be fuch in 
which thy Spirit may be fo ftirred up, as 
to return to its Body in the Glafs, and 
not foirritated as to break the Veffel, and 
return to the Afhes or Sand of the Neft, 
or {tick about the fides of the Cover of 
your Neft, or elfe fly about in the Room 
wherein the Artift is, and lodge in his 
Head, and fo make it far more uncon- 
{tant then it was before, by adding to his 
rath giddinefs a Paralytical fhaking. 

Therefore the Water ont of the Earth thon 
draw, 

And make the Soul therewith for to afcend, 
Then down again into the Earth it throw, 
That they oft-times fo afcend and defcend. 

pRocrca therefore not as a Fool, but 
as a Wife man; make the Water of 

thy Compound to arife and circulate, fo 
long and often until the Soul, that is to 
fay, the moft fubtle virtue of the Body, 
arife with it, circulating with the Spirit 
in manner of a fiery form, by which oa 

the 
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the Spirit and Body are enforced ta 
change their colour and complexion : for 
it is this Soul of the diffolved Bodies, 
which is the fubject of Wonders; it is 
the life, and therefore quickens the dead 5 
it is the Vegetative Soul, and therefore 
it makes the dead and fealed Bodies, 
which in their own Nature are barren, 
to fructifie exceedingly. 

Therefore if this return unto the Earth 
from which it firft took its flight, it will 
make it for to fructifie, and ‘to increafe 
in TinGure, and in the Earth it felf will 
multiply as a grain of Wheat doth in 
the ground. 

Be fure then that fo faft as thou makeft 
thy afcenfion, fo faft alfo thy defcenfion 
be ; this is agreeable both to Nature, and 
the intent of all Philofophers, efpecially 
Trevifan in his Chymical Miracle 5 Au- 
thors, faith he, differ efpecially ix the docn- 
‘ments of the Fire, but in this all agree, that 
the volatile afcend not higher then it may 
return. ‘This is the true temperament of 
the Fire. 

From 
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Bhat, : | " . aR | ; my Ivom violent heat and fudden cold defend s, 
a Lhy Glafs, and wake thy Fire ‘fo temperate; 

That by the fides the Matter be not vitri« 
ficate: 

pe diligent heed. then that thou ex 
™ ceed not this meafure, efpecially 
have a care that your Furnace be not apt 
to exceed, butithat you may govern it 
at your: pleafure, without uncertain in: 

-ereafing or! flacking of heat, but that 
your Fire be ¢qual and continually vas 
porous and boyling, for fuch a degree is 
altogether agreeable to the ihtentiomoéf 
Nature. : 1903 
¢ oWhereas:ifi thou be too:hafty, with 
Vulcan thou art always fubje&t to errour 5 
for.even them when adiféreet Work-maii 
is. patt fear, Iméan in the fourth Opera- 
tion, in which the Elements :are fixed 
and incerated, ahalty raf Vulcans thall 
make his'\Medicines to grow. hard at the 
firft, and, witha: ftvongetiandi¢ontinuate 
degree of heat, to melt into a vitrificate 
fubitance, without any hope of future 
profit. 
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Now then ,that Vitrification is an er- 

‘rour which is incident in the laft Opera- 
tion, as burning of the Flowers is in the 
firft Operation; for if in Calcination the 
Fire be too violent, inftead of black thou 
fhalt have a Citrine, or half red unpro- 
fitable Calx : fo in the fourth Operation, 
by too violent Fire thy Z&xir will melt 
being vitrified, inftead of a natural flow- 
ing or Inceration. 

And be thouwifein choofing of the Matter 
Meddle with edule ee 
But whatfoever any Worker to thee chatter, 
Our Sulphur and our Mercury been only in 

Metals, : 
Which Oyls and Waters fome men them 
calls, 
Fowls and Birds, Ge. 
Becanfe that Fools fhould never'know our 

Stowe. — 

E thou haft attended well to what hath 
been told thee in thefe five Gates, 

thou art fecure 5 make fare of thy true 
‘Matter, which is no fmall thing to know, 
and though we have named it, ie we 

ave 
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have done it fo cunningly, that if thou 
wilt be heedlefs, thou mayft fooner ftum.**s 
ble at our Books, then at any thou ever 
didft read in thy life. 

Meddle with nothing out of kind, 
whether Sa/ts, or Sulphur, or, whatever 
1s of the like Impofition ; and whatever 
is Alien from the perfect Metals, is re- 
probate in our Maftery. Be not decei- 
ved either with Receipt or Difcourfe, 
for we verily do not intend to deceive 
you, but if you will be deceived, be 
deceived. 

Our. principal know that itis but one, 
and that is in Metals, even thofe Metals 
which you may buy commonly, to wit, 
the perfecteft of them: but before you 
can command it out of them, you mult 
be a Mafter, and not.a Scholar, namely as 
it is wifely. faid in Nortoz 5 

To kuow to destroy their whole Compofition, 
Tiat fome of their Components neay help in 

conclufion. 
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But truft me this is.not for a 7yro, nor 
for every one of us, unlefs he have the 
Secret from his own: ftudies, and a 
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by Tradition from a Mafter or Guide. 
Know then that this fore-recited way 
is true, but involved with a thoufand 
broileries._. isi 

But our way which is an eafie way, 
and in which no man may erre, our 
broad way, our Livzear way. we have 
vowed - never to. reveal-it.but in Meta- 
phors 5, 1 being, moved -with pity, will 
hint it to you. Take that which is not 
yet perfect, nor yet wholly imperfect, 
butin a way’ to.perfeation, and out of 
it, make what is moftnoble and moft per- 
fet : This you may conceive to be ar 
eafier Receipt, then to take that which 
is already. perfect, and extrad out of it 
what.is imperfect, and then;make it per 
fect, and after out of that perfection to 
draw a plufguay perfection +.and yet this 
js. true; and we have wrought it. And 
becaufe itis an immenfe Labour for any 
to undertake, we de(cribe that. way ; but 
this laft difcovery which.I hinted in few 
words, is it. which no man ever. did-fo 
plainly lay open, nor may any make it 
more plain, upon pain of an Avathema. 

Aa Foy 
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For of this World our ‘Stone is called the 7~ 
Cenent, | | 

Which uoved by craft as Nature doth re- 
quire, 

In his increafe fhall be full opulent, 
And multiply his kind after thy own defrre : 
Therefore if God vouchfafe thee to in{pire, 
Like unto thee in Riches fhall be but few 

Ou Stone itis the Reprefentative of 
the great World, and hath the Vir- 

tues of that great Fabrick, comprifed or 
collected in this little Sy{tem in it is the 
virtue Magnetical, attractive of its like 
in the whole World: it is the Cceleftial 
Virtue, expounded univerfally in the 
whole Creation, but Epitomized in this 
{mall Map or Abridgment. 

This Virtue or Power is in it {elf bar- 
ren, {luggifh, dead and unactive, and for 
this caufe it remaineth without fruit 5 
but being loofed by Art, it doth through 
the co-operation of Nature, produce that 
Arcanum which hath not its like in the 
whole World ; for it doth heal the im- 

perfections of all Creatures and Metals, 
taking 
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taking away their ficknefs, and reftoring 
them to perfect health. 

The reward which this Maftery will 
bring to the Artift, is indeed ineftimable 5 
for having it, he needs want no worldly 
bleffing, for wealth he need take no care, 
and from all frailties of Body he hatha 
amoft fure Antidote. 

Pray then to God, that he would be 
propitious unto your ftudies and labours, 
in giving thee the true knowledge of 
this fecret Myftery 5 it 1s the gift of God, 
Ihave holpen thee what I can, but ven- 
‘ture not to pradife barely upon my 
words, for know that what I have only 
hinted, is far more then what I have dif- 
covered3 and what I have declared to 
thy firft apprehenfion moft openly, hath 
yet its lurking Serpent under the green 
Grafs, I mean fome hidden thing which 
thou oughteft to underftand, which thou 
being Cock-fure at firft blufh wilt neg- 
fet ; but yet it will bite thee by the heel 
when thou approacheft to practice, and 
make thee begin again, and it may be at 
Jaft throw away all as a man defperate: 
for know that this isan Art very Cabali- 

Aaa {tical, 
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ftical, and we do ftudy expreffions fuch 
as we know will fuit almoft with Anh Yor 
mans fancy, in one place or other 5. but 
be fure to:take this Maxim from one'who 
knows beft the fence of what he hath 
written? Where we {peak moft plainly, 
there be moft circumiped; for we donot 
go about to betray. the Secrets. of Na- 

tures) €{pecially then in thofe’ places 
which {eem to give Receipts fo plain as 
you,wouldedefire,; fufpe@-either a Me- 
tapor ,-or-elfe be fure that fomething 
or other,’ is fuppreft ; which thou wilt 
hardly without Infpiration ever find of 
thy felf, which in tryal will make all 
thy confident knowledge -vanith’s yet 
to a Son of Art, we have written that 
which never heretofore was by any re- 
ve ‘aled. 

4 
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N Ow for aclofe of this moft fecret Gate, 
Whereat few enter, none but they who 

are ! 
By Gods grace favour d 5 als not luck #2 

fate 
That in difelofing this can claim a fhare : 
It. is a portion which is very rare, 
Beftow'd on thofe whore the oft High foall 

chufe, 
To fuch the Truth I freely fhall declare, 
Nor ought through Fnvy to them fhall refufe, 
Nor with unwonted Riddles fhall their hopes 

abufe. 

Of uncouth fubjeEs now fhall be my Song, 
My mind intends high Vi onders to reveal, 
Which have lain hidden heretofore full long, 
Each Artist firiving them how to conceal, 
Left wretched Caitiffs fhould thefé Treafures 

eal: 
NorVillains fhould their Villanies maintain 
By this rare Art; which danger they to heal, 
Ja horrid Metaphors veil'd an Art most 

lain, , 

Left each Fool knowing it, foould it whin 
_ known difdain. 

Aa 2 Kee 
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Remember Man how he produced was, } 
How formed from a lump of abjett Clay, 
Frome whence Created 5 he each thing doth 7 

pafs, E 
Whieh next to Angels ever fawthe day: Wf 
For God in him ixfus'd Jo bright a Ray ir 
Of bis own Tmage, which the Body joyn'd ( 
To it, ennobled fo that both pourtray 
Their Maker, as though Heaven with Earth | 1 

combin'd Wf 
A little Syften of the Univerfe to find. 

But yet though he of Soul and. Body both 9 
ii Was wade, and of the two the nobler part 1 4 
AN The Soul by far, which for the moft part 
il) dath i ( 

| at The fubje# nominate 5 yet that fame Art 
1 That made fo rare a piece, doth from the if 
| ji part ; iz, 

i Lefs noble name the whole, Adam, or Daft, i 
i) Whereie a Mystery was couchd, whofe | — HOD ceeenemanqrasinn mony arats Abie - eNews Se 

: 1" heart i 

ee Of life the Centre, to Earth's bowels must =| 
, a Retarn, the Earth it felf for Man's fake | 

being curs d. 

es Right 
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Right fo our Stone containeth Natures two, 

One hidden, fubtle Soul, Heavens Pro- 

Earth's produ& muft to Earth by deftiny 3 

Which when refolu'd is made a feculency 
To fight, Lut the Coleftial part is ftill 

( Though over-clonded ) most pure in- 

wardly, 
And fall at laft moft Pearlie drops aiftill, 

Which fhall the barren Earth with fruit in 

plenty fill. 

Thus all our Secrets fromthe Earth do flow, 

‘Tis Earth which for our Bafe at firft we 

take, 

Our Water alfo unto Earth must go, 

And both together muft.a Limus wake, 

Which we with refpite by our Art muft bake, 

Till all become a Spirit glorify d, 

Whofe firmnefs wafting , tine foall never 

Shake 

By perfe& union th are fo furely ty'd, 

Each Element the other three within it felf 

doth hide. 

Aa4 Take 
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Take then that thing which Gold me pleafe 
to call, 

But ’tis not Gold, yet Gold it is in truth; 
Metalline ‘tis, yet frome a Mineral 

“Tt: flows, which Art by Nature holp re- 
mew ‘th, 

And toa Fool an ugly face it fheweth ; 
Jet to a Son of Art it lovely feems, | 
‘Lis Stellar white, and tender in his youth, 
And vile appears in many mens eSteems, 
lea the most part of men it for a trifle 

deems. 

iat: it is made a fubje. of great price, 
Shew it the Goldfizith and he'l fwear tis 

Golds — 

Put lock jou fell it not, if you be wife, 
The Ralistis of Secrets manifold, 
This Re their feer et weain thé § ages hold: 

The like is in Gold digged fron. the 
Mine; 

Lut to procure it 7s {carce to be told, 
That you wiry underftand, though every line 
Were plainly wrote, yet wight. your praGice 

oft decline. : 

For 
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For’tis a Labour hardly to be borne, 

So many tricks and turnings in it be, 

And he that irgeth it is furely for- 
lorne, 

Culefs a crafty Master, credit me 5 

For I have tryed both, yet could not fee 
How any in this way can be fecure : 
I therefore who have vowed fecrecy 
Lave writ this way, which we can fearce 

endure 
For kuowledge-fake to tiy, its ease will none 

allure. 

Our Kingly road I alfo hinted have, 

Our way in which a.Fool can hardly erre, ° 

Our fecret way, which much fad toyl will 
ave, 

Which is fo eafie, that I may averr, 

If thou foould& fee it, thou wonldst it pre- 
err 

To any Earthly pleafure 5 yet beware 
That you wiftake not, fort do averr, 
"A mingled Doétrive thefe lines do declare, 

F or both ways in'this Book of wine do claim 
a fhare. 

Learn 
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Learn to diftinguifh every fentence well, 
And know to what Work it doth appertain 5 
Thisis great skill, whieh few as I cantell 
By alltheir reading yet could ere attain, 
And yet of Theory this is the main: 
Alfo to know accordingly to give 
Due heat, which in one way thon muft be 

fain 
T° increafe ten-fold, thon mayft me well 

believe, 
For what doth one decott, t other away will 

drive. 

Alfo their Operations different 
Appear, the one thou wauft fublime and boyl, 
O tedious way ! in which much times fpent, 
And many errours, which the Work will 

oyl : 
The other silently doth make no toyl, 
Like the till voice which to Eliah:came, 
About which Work thou needeft not to broyl, 
Nor wantft thon Fiery Vulcan's parching 

flame, 
A far more gentle heat begins and ends 

this Game. 

Bui 
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But if thou canft each Work perform apart, 
And knowit then afterward to reconcile, 
Then art thon Mater of a Princely Art, 

The very fucce{s will thy hopes beguile 5 

hiss haft all Natures Works rank ona 
ile, ' 

And all her Treafures at command doft 

keep, | 
On thee the Fates fhall never dare but 

wile, | 

No Myftery is now for thee too deep, 

Th’ art Natures Darling, whether thou doft 
wake or fleep. 

Pardon my plainnefs, if the Art thou 
__knovft, 

"Twas the fruit of my untame defire 
To profit many and without a boaft, 

No man above my Candour foall afpire< 

My zeal was kindled with Minerva’s J4re, 
. And thou who to this Art wilt now apply, 
My Book in Natures way shall lead thee 

higher, | 

Then ever thou alone utayst hope to fly, 
If only thou foalt favour'd be by Deftixy. 

Perufe 
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Perufe thefe lines, and being read, review 
find read again, and on then meditate, 
Val ach reading fhall frefh Myfteries and new 
Difcover, which are featter'd in cach Gate: 
For they fo linked are, that all relate 
Lo each, and we our words have wovey fo 
That thou mayit foon erre by mifleading 

ate, 
Unlefs for to distinguifh thou do knows 
Remember that ‘mongit Briars thick, fiveet 

Rofes grow. 
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The Sixth Gate Opened, 

Which is 

CONGELATION. 
ae ma ee NR 

Congelation, &c. 
It is of foft things in duration of colour 

white, Ke. 
How to congeal he needeth not much to care 

for Elements : 
But Congelations be made in divers wife of 

Spirits, Ke, 3 
Of Salts diffolved, &c. and then congeat'd, 
And fome diffolveth congealing mann- 

ally, &c. 
But fuch congealing is not, Ke. 

Aving largely run through the 
firft five Gates, in which is all the 

H difficulty, pre-fuppofing now that 
you have paffed the fhades of the Night, 
and are now come to the approaching of 
the Day, whofe dawning is to be feen 
foon after the darknefs of the su Sie 

an 
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fed is difcovered by variety of gay 
Clouds, which run before the Sun in its 
up-rifing. aN | 

The firft remarkable way mark that 
‘you are to meet with, is the whitenefs of 
the Compound, for the Peacocks tail 
though with its gaynel i it refrefheth and 
delights the beholder, yet thofe-cofours 

are but tranfic Hts but the white. is a {ta- 

ble colo OU, and it is thy firft, Harveft, in 
Which the moifture 1s vanquifhed ,. and 
volatile Natures are fixed.. 

The Work’ as it is. the. long- -withed 
Haven, fo it is performed . without .any 
‘help of the Ar tilt, any more:then to con- 
tinue a due, degreesef outward heats 
for know:that thou _halt-not fo great a 
defire after this fight, but Nature hath as 
great an appr aS to..gbtain, it, for it is 
the end of all her formet Operations, 
from the aramning whereof thou-cantt 
not hinder her,. if the,external heat be 
continued as it ought., 

Yet about this the whole company of 
Alchymifts do mightily bufie themfelves 
who have nothing more in their hopes 
then to. make our great Elixir; do main- 

ly 
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ly labour after Congelation, though in 
their Solution,in which the'Key of our 
Coagulation refteth, they dre as {tupid 
as Blacks.ts10 oy nwid S ys 

Some diffolve Metals with*€ortofives, 
others Salts, and‘afterwards filter them, 
which they think graduates-them, with 
which trumpery they intend “no lef a 
Coagulaté, then the true permanent Tin- 
Cture: but-alas they are deceived: for they 
work not upon the right Matter, — , 

Others although they happen to ftum- 
ble in part upon the right Matter, yet 
herein they erre, that they underftand 
out Operations prepofteroufly, and in- 
terpret our meaning contrary to our true 
intent; for all that they dream of, is fuch 
Operations which are to be performed by 
hand : thus they diffolye and congeal, 
but {tumble 2” operandi modo. 

For our Congelation is no fuch thing 
as this, but in every point it is contrary 
to it; for in our Operation Nature only 
works, who therefore doth bring forth 
a true, and not’a Sophiftical Operation: 

Bb Our 



0 serene: ane, cesnerenen. > ae ii 

LS LES AEN SO, ION INET AGERR TNE 

384 
Our Congelation dreadeth not the Fire, 
For it muft ever in it ftand unduous 3 
And it is alfo a TinGure fo bounteows, 
Which in the Air, &c. 
Moreover congeal not, Kc. 
But that like Wax it will melt anon with- 

_ outer blaft, 
For fuch congealing accordeth not, &vc. 

‘hich Congelation availeth us not. 

An Expofition upon 

4 Or as in our Solution we do not make 
~ our Gold volatile as to thew, as Fools 
may do, but actually it is made fugitive, 
fo as.that by no Art of man it can ever 
be fixt\again, but only by that Nature 
which madeit volatile ; {0 alfo our Fixa- 
tion doth make our flying Spirits fo Fire- 
abiding, that they by no Art of man 
can ever be burnt away, yet it will flow 
like Wax. | 

Nor is it fixed in manner of flying 
Spirits in Vegetables, which are fixed by 
burning into an Alcali, for it will never 
relent neither in the Air nor Water, like 
to a congealed Salt. 

Nor yet is our Congelation a formal 
Tran 
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Sir G. Ripley’s fexth Gate, 380 
Tranfmutation ofa thing by another {e- 
minal virtue, for then it would become 
of a Stony, Flinty, or Adamantine na- 
ture; but by its own internal virtue, the 
Mercury 1s changed into S#iphur incom- 
buftible, yet fo as that the Mercuriality 
retains fome of its qualities in a very no- 
ble remarkable way, furnifhing the Com- 
pound with a fufible un&uofity, when at 
the fame time the Swlphur retains that 
fluxibility with a moft noble incombu- 
ftibility- , 

So then take this for the Touch-{tone 
of all thy Alchymica] endeavours, if ever 
thou intend any thing commendable in 
our Art 5 fee that thy Medicine be of an 
eafie fufion; fo that when i€ is caft on a 
plate of Metal heated , it may enter at, 
and flow on it like Wax or melted Pitch 5 
yea let the flux be fo eafie, that it may 
flow upon Mercury, and enter it before 
its flight, otherwife brag not of thy skill, 
for thou art yet in a way of Sophiftry, 
out of which thou fhalt never efcape, 
without a more then ordinary provi- 
dence of God. 

Bb 2 If 
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336 An Expofition upon 

If thou therefore lift to do weel, 
Sith the Medicine fhall never elfe flow 

kindly, 
Neither congeal without thou firft it putrefie, 
Firt purge, then fix the Elements of our 

Stone, : 
Till they together congeal and flow anon. 

ig Hose thou therefore mayft be fure of 
thy Work, and not repent thy coft 

and pains, as many do when it is too late, 
take my counfel, and know that thy 
Medicine never can nor fhall flow as it 

tought, except thy Solution be Philofo- 
phical. 

Know then that our Solution is not an 
ordinary vulgar diffolving of Bodies, 
either by Corrofives, or any other way 5 
but our true diflolving is nothing elfe 
then putrefying, that is, a deftroying of 
the CompaGion wholly with a preferva- 
tion of the Species. This Operation be 
{ure to make before thou dream of Con- 
‘gelation, for then thy Spirits will natu- 
rally fix and flow together, congealing 
and relenting fo long until they come to 

a 
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| a perfect Powder impalpable, which then 
_ hath ingrefs into all Metals, penetrating 

their very profundity, and altering them 
radically. : 

| For when the Matter is made perfec ly white, 
| Then, ee. 
But of fuch time thou mayft have long re- 

fpite, 
| Exe it congeal, xe: 
| And after into grains red as blond, 
: Richer, Gre. 

S° then our Congelation. is nothing 
elfe but the whitening of the Bodies, 

‘| of which the Philofopher fpeaketh, when 
} he faith, Whiter thy Body, and burn thy 
| Books, left our hearts be broken. 

This is the Haven at which after many 
! 1) a nights watching, and days labour, thou 
) mayf{t with Gods bleffing hope at length 
_ to arrive; but in the mean; feafon be 

|) patient, and expect the Haryeft.in, its 
| {eafon, 

Firft thou fhalt have thy Body white- 
ned, and all become a white living Wa- 
ter, which being movedon the Fire con- 

b3 tinually, 
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388 © An Expoftion upon 
tinually, will turn firft into greater, and 
after that into finaller grains, till all at 
length become a Calx ‘of an exquifite 
finenefs, and tranfcendent brightnefs , 

. which is our Lilly Candent, which in the 
end of thy Operations by continual dé- 
coction will be turned into a purple réed- 
nels, which ts our wonderful Secret. 

The Earthly grofiuefs therefore first atorti- 
_ fied in moifture, Bc. 

Lhis principle may not be denied, Gre. 
Which had, of whitenefs thax vaayft not 

mifs, @rci | 
Aud if; Ge. 

THe caufe of all thee ftrange’ altera- 
“ tions in oné Gla&S;6n ‘éne fubjed, 
with one decodction: without Jaying on 
of harids, 1s fromthe interna] difpofition 
of the Compound, which at the firtt is 
grofs and Earthy, therefore in decodion 
it bécomes very black: ‘it being the na- 
ture of all moift gro things, by the Fire 
to acquire fuct a edlour. And thigis ac- 
cording to the inténtion of all Philofo- 
phers, that although ‘thou feekeft sgeibe 

| an 



Sir G. Ripley’s fixth Gate. 389 

and red, yet thou miuft at firft make 

| black, before thou canft make white pro- 

(@) fitably. pe 

re But when once thy Matter is become 

© | truly black, rejoyce, for this death of 

| the Body will be the quickning of the 

4} Spirit, and then both Soul and Body will 
| unite into a perfeét whitenefs, which is 

| our Kingly Diadem. 

The end of the fixth Gate: 
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THE 

BOOKSELLER 
sitet * TO THE 

Reader, 

T is an Argument of a woble and gene- 
rous Soul, to be freely comwunicative 
jor the benefit of Mankind, and moft 

like to God himfelf, to be univerfally kind 
to alls nay the very Heathen not only ac- 
counted thofe men as Gods, who communi- 
cated their. Iuuentions. forthe. benefit _o 
their Generation, and the good of Mankind 
eu general, but were worfhipped as fuch by 
the fucceeding Generations, until Shilo 
came: Of this Spirit was our Author, who 
@ See the Catalogue Wrote many Books of this 
of them inthis Book, Subject a, that by the va- 
at the end of the Ex- . 
pofition upon the E- rety of exp “ effa ONS, an d 
piftleto K. Edward, 7ufinuating hints, the dili- 
pag: 47. gent Searchers might find 

out 

——— 



out this- Art as well.as himfelfs’ And: of. 
shis Spirit (I hope ). thou art, Gentle Reax 
der; that if Providence have caft into thy 
hands the Expofition upon.;the laft. Six; 
Gates, which our Author wrote, as hinfelf 
confeffeth >, or any other of bis this Pre- 

Writings , I hope thou wilt not face to thefe 
degenerate fo far from a Good Par 
man, and from the mind of the Author 
himfelf, as to conceal thofe Treafures in pri 

vate, which he fo freely wrote, and by Tran- 

feripts difperfed, with leave to communi- 

cate them for the good of all. Which if you 

foal pleafe to perform, you will thereby very 
much oblige this Generation of P hilofo- 

phers, (who efteem this Author's Tieces 

for the learnedft, freeft, and {mootheft fiyle, 

without affedation, and the plainest, that 
was ever yet wrote 5 who thirfted as it were 

for a larger manifeftation of this Secret, 

yet durft not give a plain Receipt, for fear 

of doing more evil than. good thereby ) 

and not only this Generation, but Pofterity 

will be infinitely beholden to you, that by 

your means thefe worthy Writings may be 

handed down to them. And if you fhall 

likewife be pleafed to fend any of this Au- 
thor s 

SS Cavactina ies 
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thor's Pieces, either mentioned or uot ten= 
tioned in the Catalogue, to the Pelican: i 
Little-Britain, London, you fall receive 
the grateful acknowledgusent' of , 

Your humble Servane, 

W.C.B.. 
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‘| EXPERIMENTS 
| FOR THE 

PREPARATION | 
OF THE’ 

Sophick Mercury, 
By Luna, and the Antimonial- 

Stellate-Regulus of Mars, 

FOR THE 

Philofophers Stone. 

Written by Eireneus Philalethes, an 
Englifhman, and a Cofmopolite. 
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for the Preparation of the Sophick 

Mercury , by Luna and the Anti- 

monial-Stellate-Regulus of Mars, 

for the Philofophers Stone. 

1. The fecret of the Philofophick Arfhick. 

Took one part of the Fiery Dragon, 

if and of the Magnetical Body two 

parts, I prepared them together by 

a {trong Fire, and in the firft fulton there 
was made about eight ounces of the true 

Arfnick. 

2, The feeret of preparing the Mercury 
with his Arfnick, for the fepara- 

ting its Faces. 

] Did take one part of the beft Arfnick; 
and I made a Marriage with two parts 

of the Virgin Diaza ito one Body ; | 

ground it very fine, and with this Fhave 

prepared my Merewry, working them all 
together 

EXPERIMENTS 



2 Experiments for the Preparation 
together in heat, until that they were 
moft exquifitely incorporated: then I 
purged it with the Salt of Urine, that 
the Faces did feparate, which I put 
away. : 

3. Lhe Purification of the Sophick 
Mercury. 

‘pte Mercury thus prépared, is yet in- 
fected with an external uncleannefs, 

wherefore diftill it three or four times 
an. its proper Alembick, with its Steel 
Cucurbit , then wath it with the Salt of 
Urine, until that it be clear:and bright, 
and in its motion leaves) no tayl be- 
hind it. 

4- Another moft excelleyt Furgation. 

pass of decrepit Salt, and of the Sco- 
ria Of Mars, of each ten ounces, of 

prepared Mercury one.ounce and an half, 
grind the Salt and the Scorias very fine 
together, in a Marble.Mortar ; then put 
in the Mercury, and grind it with Vine- 
gar, fo long until nomore of the Mercury 

appears: 



of the Sophick Mercury; 
appears : put it into a Glafs Body, and 
diftill it by Sand in a GlaS Alembick, 
until all the Mercury be afcended, pure, 
clear, and fplendidly bright; reiterate 
this three times, and you will have the 
Mercury excellently well prepared for the 
Magiftery: 

5- Lhe fecret of the jnft Preparation of 
the Sophick Mercury. 

BYery fingle preparation of the Mer- 
cury with its Arfrick is one Eagle, 

the Feathers of the Eagle being purged 
from their Crow-like blacknefs, make it 
to fly the feventh flight, and it is prepa- 
red even until the tenth flight. 

6. The fecret of the Sophick Mercury. 

I Have taken the proper quantity of the 
Mercury, and I mixed it with its true 

Arfnick, to wit; about four ounces of 
Mercury, and 1 made a thin commixed 
confiftence 5 I purged it after a due man- 
ner, and J diftilled it, and I had a pure 
Body of Lave, whence I knew that I had 

rightly 
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4. Experiments forthe Preparation _ 

rightly prepared it : afterwards I added 

to its weight of Ar/vick, and I increafed 
its former weight of Mercury, in fo much 
that the Mercury might. prevail to a thin 

flux; and fo I purged it, to the wafting 

of. the blacknefS almoft to a Lunary 

whitene(s: then ] took half an ounce of 

the Arfnick of which I made a due Mar- 

riage, I added it to this betrothed Mer- 

cury, and there was made a temperature 

like Potters Loam, but a little thinner 5 

I purged it again, after a due manner, 

the Purgation was laborious, and a long 
time: I made it with the Salt of Urine; 

which I have found to be the beft in 
this Work. 

7. Another Purgation, but yet better. 

Have found out a better way of pur- 

ging it, with Vinegar and pure Sea- 

Salt, fo that in the {pace of half a day I 

can prepare one Eagle: made the firft 

Eagle to fly, and Diana; is left, with a 

little Tin@ure of Brafs;-I began the fe- 

cond Eagle by removing the fuperflui- 

ties,’ and then I made it: fly, and again 
the 



of the Sophick Mercury, 
the Doves of Diana are left, with the 
Tin@ure of Brafs; I conjoyned the third 
Eagle, and I purged the fuperfluities, by 
removing them, evento a whitene(s. then 
I madeit fly, and there was left a great 
part of Brafs, with the Doves of Diana s 
then I made it fly twice by it felf to the 
whole extraction of all the Body; then 
I joyned the fourth Eagle, by adding 
more and more of its own humour by 
degrees, and there was made a very tem- 
perate confiftence, in which there was 
no Fydrops, ( or fuperfluous moifture ) 
as there was in the three former Eagles. 

8. I have found the bei say of prepa- 
ring the Sophick Mercury, viz, 

fuch as follows. 

He Amalgamated Mafs, efpoufed or 
joyned very intimately by a due 

Marriage, J put into a Crucible, and into 
a Furnace of Sand for half an hour, but 
fo that it might not fublime ; then I take 
it out, and ftrongly grind it ; then I put 
it again in a Crucible, and in the Fur- 
nace, and after a quarter of an hour or 

C _there- 
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6 Experiments for the Preparation 

thereabouts, I grind 1t again; and I make 
the Mortar hot, by this means the Aval- 
gama begins to be clean, and to caft forth 
a great deal of Powder : then I put it in 
the Crucible again, and to the Fire as be- 
fore, for a convenient’ time, fo that it bé 
not fublimed, otherwife the greater the 
Fire, is, the better it is; fo continually 
putting it ‘in the Fire, and continually 
grinding it,: till almoft all the Powder 
doth wholly difappear,. then I wath it, 
and the Feces are eafily caft out, and the 
Amaleanea becomes intire without any 
Heterogeneity; then I wafhit with Salt, 
and again do heat it and grind it: this 
I repeat to the full cleanfing it fromrall 
manner.of Feces, ) 

9. A threefold tryal of the goodnefs of 
the Prepared Mercury. | 

ap Axe thy: Mercury prepared with its 
Arfaick of feven, eight, nine or ten 

‘Bagles, putit into a Phial, and thou thal 
jute it .with the Lutune fapientie = place 
it in a Furnace of Sand; and Jet it ftand 
.in an heat of Sublimation, fo that it may. 

afcend 
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of the Sophick Mercury. 7 
afcend and defcend in the Glafs, until it 
be coagulated a little thicker than But- 
ter : continue it unto a perfect Coagula- 
tion, until it be as white as Silver. 

10. Another tryal. 

iB by fhaking it in a Glafs with the Sale 
of Urine, 1t be turned into an impalpa- 

ble white Powder of its own accord, fo 
that it doth not appear as Mercury, and 
of its own accord in an hot and dryeplace 
it coagulates again into a thin Mercury, 
it is enough; but yet better if being 
agitated in Fountain-water, it runs into 
(mall heads or particles, for if the grain 
be in the Body, it will not be thus con- 
verted and feparated into fmall, minute 
parts. 

11. Lhe third tryal. 

[till it in a Glafs Alembick, from a 
Glafs Cucurbit ; if it pafles over and 

leaves nothing behind it, it is a good Mie 
neral Water. 

i2. The 
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8 Experiments for the Preparation 

12. The extraction of the Sulphur from the 
ving Mercury by Separation. 

if Puasa thy mixed corporal and (piritual 
Compound, the Body of which is 

coagulated of the volatile by digeftion, 
and feparate the Mercury from its Sulphur 
by a Glafs Still, and thou halt have a 
white Zyva fixed and refifting Agua fore 
tis, and more ponderous than common 
Silver. 

y 

13. The Magical Sol out of this Luna. 

QU of this white Swphur by Fire thou 
thalt have a yellow Sulphur, by a 

manuai Operation, which So/ is the red 
Lead of the Philofophers. 

14. Oxbof this Sulphur, Aurum potabile. 

‘How may turn this yellow Sulphar 
imto an Oyl as red as Blood, by cit- 

culating it with the Volatile-Mercurial- 
Philofophical Menftruum, fo thou halt 
bave an admirable Panacea, or Univerfal 
Medicine, 

15. The 



of the Sophick Mercury: — § | 

15. The grofs conjunétion of the Menftrurim 
with its Sulphur, for the fornzation 

of the Off- fpring of the Fires 

| of thy purged, beft prepared and 
choiceft Mercury, of feven, eight; 

nine, or at moft ten Eagles, mix it with .) 
the prepared Laton, or its red Sulphur, if 
that is to fay, two parts of the Water, or i 
at the moft three, with one of the pure if 
Sulphur, ground and purged; N. B. but if 
it is better that thou takeft two parts i 
to one. if 

16. The working of the mixture by a 
manual Operation. 

| a id thy mixture thou fhalt grind very 
well upon a Marble, then thou fhalt 

| wath it with Vinegar and Sal Armoniac, 
| until it hath put off all.its black Faces ; 

then thou fhale wath off all its faltnef§ 
and acrimony withclear Fountain-water, 
then fhalt thou dry it upon clean white 

| Paper, by turning of it from place to 
| place with the point of a Knife, even unto 
| an exquifite drynefs, 
| 17. The 
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, 47- The putting in of. the Foctus into the 

Philofophical Egg. 

Ow thy mixture being dryed, put it 
into.an Oval Glafs, of the beft and 

moit tran{parent Glafs, of the bignefs of 
an Hens Egg ; in {uch a Glafs let not thy 
Matter exceed two ounces, feal it Her- 
metically. 

18. The Government of the Fire. 

i Becdas you muft have a Furnace buile, 
in which you may keep an immortal 

Fire 5 .in it you {fhall make an heat of | é 
Sand of the firft degree, in which the | 
dew of our Compound may be elevated ’ 
and circulated continually day and night, 
without any intermiflion, @c. Andin — | 
fuch a Fire the Body will die, and the 
Spirit will be renewed, and at length the 

| Soul will be glorified and united with a 
ns new immortal and incorruptible Body: | 7 
i Thus is made a new Heaven. 
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it 4) 
Thefe Books in this Catalogue were writ- 

ten by Eirenxeus Philalethes, whereof 
thefe 15. following are Printed. 

4, | rete apertus ad occlufum Regis Palatium, 
| Amft, 1667. This is Re. printed in Ger- 

many,with the Collection of Books called Mz- 
feum Hermeticum of the Edition 1677,in 4° 
2. Idem in Englith, called Secrets Reveal’d, 

Printed at Loudon 1669, in 8°. being much 
more perfeé& than the Latine Editions. 

3. The Marrow of Alchymy, in two Poems or 
Parts, in Englith Verfe, Loud. 1654. & 1655. 

4. Ars Metallorum Metamorphofeas, ) Amit. 1668. 

§+ Brevis manuduttio ad Rubinum ( in 8°. Thefe 
Celeftem, are likewife 

6. Fons Chymice Philofophie, Jin the afore- 
{aid Edition of the Mufenm Hermeticum, 

9 Methodica Enarratio trium Gebri 
Medicinarum, 

3. Vade-Mecum Philofophicum, five { Lond. 167%, 
breve manuduGorium ad Cam- in 89, 
pum Sophie, | 

9. Experimenta de preparatione 
Mercurti Sopbicé, 

10.A Commentary or Expofition | 
upon Sir G. Ripley's Epiftle to | 
Edw. IV. King of England, Lond, 167%, 

11. -—~ Idem upon Sir G. Ripley’s in $9, 
Preface to his Compound of | 

Alchymy, dt 
12: 



12. =< Idem upon the firft fix Gates | 
of his Compound of Alchymy, 

13. ——~Idem upon the Recapitulation | London 
of his Compound of Alchymy, 1678. 

14. — Idemupon his Vifion, in 3° 
15: Experiments for the Preparation 

of the Sopbick Mercury, J 

Thefe 13. following he wrote, but we cannot 
as yet find where the Copies are. 

1, A Comment. or Expofition upon the laft fix 
Gates of Sir G. Ripley’s Compound of Al- 
chymy. 

2. —— Idem upon Sir G. Ripley’s Erroneous Ex- 
periments. 

3. —- Idem upon Sir G. Ripley's Wheel. 
4. ——Idemupon Arnold’s Ultimum Teftamentum, 
5. Opus Elixeris Aurifici @ Argentifici. , 
6. Brevis via ad vitam longam, ox Alchymy Tri- 

umphing. 
7. Cabala Sapientum, or an Expofition upon the 

Hieroglyphicks of the Magi. 
6. Elenchus Errerum in Arte Chymica deviantinm. 
9.Elenchis Authorum potiffimorum in Arte Chymica, 
10. An Enchiridion of Experiments, together 

witha Diurnal of Meditations, in which were 
many Philofophical Receipts, declaring the 
whole Secret ; with an «£nigma at the end. 

11. Analyfis Operis. 
12. A Clavis tohis Works. 
13- Comments or Expofitions upon Flammel, 

Artephius, and Sendivogins. But thefe three 

are rather Queried, then afarmed to be wrote 

by this Authors 

= FF wer —~7 
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dicinarum, } 
—— his Experimenta de Preparatione Mercu- 

rit Sopbiei, 
— his Vade-Mecum Philofophicum five Breve 

Manudutorium ad C ampum Sophie, 
Jo. Ern. Burgravius his Vital or Aftra! Philof. &. Lhomfon’s Method of Chymical Phyfick, 8°, —— his Epilogifmi Chymici, Latiné, 8°, Wilis his {earch of the caufes of Tranfmutat. 8°, Dr. Dee’s Fafticulus Chymicus, in Englith, 8°. The Water-Stone of the Wife-men, 8°. Crollins’s Admonitory Pref. to his Bafil.Chym. $° GaffarePs Telefmanica] Curiofities, &c, 8°. Naudews Hiftory of Magick, and reputed Ma- _ gicians, 8°, 
The Laws of Mines, and Mineral Works, fol. 
Alpbonfiw King of Portugal, of the Philofophers 

Stone, 40. 
Vigineres difcourfe of Fireand Salt, 40. ; Geber the famous Arabian Prince and Philofoe 

pher his Works, $°, 
The Tomb of Semiramis Hermetically feal’d, 8% Boulton's Magical but Natural Phyfick, §°. 
Defpagnets Enchividien & Arcanum, Eng). 
Five Treatifes of the Philofophers Stone, 4°. Nuyfement of the Salt and Secret of Philof, 8°. 

his Methodica Enarratio trinm Gebri he 

3) 

Place this at the latter end, after 
the Latine page. 
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RRR is as As te ade 
Sir G George Rip! ey s 

RECAP! ULATION. 

fo to bring ti Treatife to to @ final 
en | 

And briefly here to ean elpee thefé Secrets 
all : 

Diligently Look thoi, and to thy hits at- 
tend, 

Which doth in it contain thefe feerets great 
and {mall ; 

And if thou it conceive, both Theorie: al and 
Pragical, 

By Figures aia Colowe , and by Scripture 
plain, 

Which wittily conceived, thou mayelt not 
ORR | in vain 

om i F 
Gigs der for A the Latitude of this precious 
‘Stone, 

Beginning in the fi inf fide noted in the Weft, 
VW here the red Man, and white Woman be 

made one, 
A? Ay ponfed 
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» Sir G.Ripley's Recapitulation. 

Spoufed with the Spirit of life to live 72 love 

and reft : . 

Earth and water equally proportion d, ‘that 

is bests 

And one of the Earth is good, and of the 

Spirit Three, 

Which Twelve to Tour alfo of the Earth may 

be. 
IT}. 

Three of the Wife, and one of the Man thou 

. pouft takes 

And the le{s of the Spirit there is in this 

Di fponfation, 

The rather.thy Calcination for certain Shalt 

thou make + 
Then forth into the North proceed by obfeu- 

ration 

Of thered man and bis white Wife called 

Eclypfation; 

Loving them, and altering them betwixt 

Winter and Vere, 

Tuto Water turning Earth, dark, and no- 

thing clear. 
IV. 

Trou thence by Colours many one into the 

Eaft afcend, 

Then fhall the Moon be full, appearing by 

day-light ¢ | 

Ae Then 

m2) 



Sir G.Ripley’s Recapitulation. 
Lhen is foe paffed Purgatory, and her courfe 

at anend: 
There is the up-rifing of the Sux appearing 

white and bright : 

There is Summer after Vere, and Day after 
Nigbt: 

Then E: wth and Water which were black , 
be tuned into 4ir, 

And Clouds of darkzefs over-blown, and all 
aj peareth fair. | 

V. \ 

And as in the Weft was the beginning of thy 
ractice, a vi 

And the North the perfect mean of profound 
alteration : est 

Soin the Faft after them is the beginning 
of {peculation. 

But of this courfe up inthe South the Sun 
taketh confirmation, 

There be the Flewents turned into Fire by 
Circulation. 

Then to win to thy defire, thou ueed# not 
be in doubt, 

For the Wheel of our Philofophy thon hat 
turn a about. 

LAR 



4. Sit G.Ripley’s Recapitulation. 

ae i Oe ‘apie 

But yet about again 2 times turn thy wheel, 
Tz which be comprehended all the fecrets of 

our ‘t hilofophy 

In Chapters Twelve, made, plain tg thee, if 
~ thou conceive them wells, ; 

And all the fecrets by and by of our lomer 

A ftronomy, Ait 
Low thou foalt Calcine Bodies, perfed, dif- 

foluve, divide, and putrifie, ; 

With perfek knowlede of all the Toles which 
in our Heaven been 

Shining with Colours inexplicable, never 

were gayer fee. REC RS 

V II. 

And this one Secret conclufion know with- 

outen fail, Pe 
Our Red Man teyneth not, nor his Wife , 

» until they teyned bes 
Therefore if thon lift thy felf by this craft to 

avail, 

The Altitude of the Bodies hide, and fhew 
out their profundity, 

In every of thy Materials deftroying the firft 

_ Quality, 
ay) ere 

Aad 

$ 

, 
g 
Ra 

i 

* 3 
e 

‘ i 

' 

q 

: 

H 
g ¥ 
4 3 

' 
H 
Ag . 
é 

v9 
% 

¥ 

FO ARLENE SER CRN. SEIN UCR OES 



Sir G.Ripley’s Recapitulation, ¢ 
nd fecondary Qualities more glorious in 
theme repair auon.; | 

And in one Gla|s, with oue Reg ment Four 
Natures tarn to One. 

VIIL 

Pale and black with falfe Citrine, unper fect 
Vihite and Ked, 

The Peacock’s Feathers in Colours gay, the 
_Kainbow, which fhall over go 

The fpotted Panther, the Lyon green, the 
Crow’s Bill blew a Lead; 

Thefe fhall appear before the perfect White, 
and many other moe | 

Colours, And after the perfect white, gray 
and falfe Citrine alfo : 

And after thefe, then fhall appear the bloody 
red invariable 3 

Then hast thou a Medicine of the third or- 
der of his own kind multiplicable. 

IX. 

Thou neuft divide thy white Elixir into parts 
Two, 

Before thou Rubifie, and into Glaffes Two 
let them be done, 7 

Lf thou wilt have the Elixirs for Sun axd 
Moon, fo do, 

A 4, . With 
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6 Sir G.Ripley's Recapitulation. 

With Mercury. then. then multiply unto 

great quantity foon.: | 

Anadif thou hadst nat at the beginning e- 

nough to fill a Spoon, : | 

Yet thon mayft then fo multiply, both the 

White, and the Red,’ 

That if thou liv sta Thoufand Tears, they 

will ftand thee in Stead. | 

X. 

Havethou recourse unto thy Wheel therefore, 

I counfel thee, ‘hee 

And ttudy him well-to know in each Chap- 

ter truly | 

Meddle with no Fautaftical Multiplyers ; 

but let then be, | 

Which will thee fiatter, and falfly fay they 

are cunning it P hilofophys 

Do as I bid thee, then diffolve thofe fore- 

faid Bafes wottily, : 

And turn them into perfec Oyls with our 

true Water ardent — 

By Circulation, that muft be done accoras 

ing to our intent. — use 

XI. 

Thefe Oyls will fix ernde Mercury » and 
* convert Bodies all 

te 



Sir G Ripley’s Recapitulation, 

Into perfect Sol and Lune when thou fhalt 
make Projection ¢ iS once a 

That Oyly Subfiance pure @ fixt,reymond 

Lully did call 
His Bafilisk , of which he never made fo 

plain detection - 

Pray for me toGod, that I may be one of 
his F lection 5 | 

And that he will for one of bis at Dooms- 
day me ken, | 

And grant me in his Blifs to Reign with 
him for ever, Amen. 

= = —=—o- 
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A Breviary of «Alchemy ; 
OR A 

COMMENTARY 
: oo EP ON 

Sir GEORGE RIPLEYS 

RECAPITULATION: 
BEING A 

Paraphraftical Epitome of his XII Gates, 

EA 

Stanza. Pofition I. 

That the Art is moft ceriainly tene. 

ts B&R Hich wittily conceiv a, thon 

mayeft not Work, in vain. 

‘ y Whence obferve the Truth 

=m (faith he,) without fallhood, 

certain, and moft true, That which i above , 

is like that which is beneaths and that 

: 
which 



A Breviary of Alchemy. . 9 
which is beneath, is like that which is above, 
to bring about the \iracles of one thing. 
;So Trevifan, flammel, Dionyf. Lachary, 
and others, affirm upon their own Expe- 
rience : And fo this our Author in his 
Epiltle to King Fdward; his Conclufion 
of the Admonition concerning errone- 
ous Experiments,and other places of thefe 
his Zwelve Gates, that I need not enlarge 
on this'Subject. 9s | 

Stanza Il. Pofition Il. 
Onv Work is made of Three Principles, 

UW Here the Red Man and the White Wo- 
wan are made one, Cc. Thence it is 

evident, that our Operations are made of 
‘Three Principles, yet of one Effence; the 
Red Man, the White Wife, and the Spirit 
of Life: By the latter, the two former 
are Efpoufed or made One. This is that 
which Trevifaz calls his One Root, and 
Two Mercurial Subftances, crude at theit 
taking, and extracted out of their Mize- 
vas :° This our Author elfe-where calls 
his Trinity and Unity; the Trinity refpec- 
ing the Subftances as they are yenetts 
Malt Pause : the 
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io A Breviary of Alchemy. 
heir Effence, which 

is intirely Homogenial 5 
Therefore it 1s 

added, that. they live in love and reft 

without repugnancys whi
ch could not be 

were they not Effentially and Radically 

the fame; For likenefs of Nature 1s the 

Caufe of Love, and Onenels of Effence 

the true ground of Union; amorg dif- 

ferent Subftances can only be expected 

Confulion, if not Deftruction. 

NS
 eS eee 

Poficion Hi. 

Three Subftances make only Tw
o Natures » 

Earth and Water. 

FA and Water equally proportion d ; 

that is beft. Here it 1s evident, that 

thefe Three Subftances 
make up'but Two 

Natures of Earth and Water : The Man 

and Wife are both Bodies or Earths; the 

one fixed and ripes the other Volatile 

and unripe, and by Mixture make a brit- 

tle black Hermaphroditica
l Body or Earth 

called the Philofophers Lead, as Ripley im 

his Preface expreffeth
 it. The White Wo- 

fe called the 

d by this 

Author 
man, or Female, is otherwi 

Moon by all Philolophers 5
 a" 
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A Breviary of Alchemy. rv. 
Author in his Doérive of Proportions + 

One of the Sun, and Two of the Moon, . 
t7ll altogether like Pap be done. 

ne 

Pofation IV. : 

From equal Pondus of Earth and Water, 
Three of Water to One of the Earth. is 
good, but equal is bef. | 

Hex make the Mercury Four to the Sun, 
Two to the Moon, ¢c. as it should be. 

in Figure of the Trinity. And fo we come 
to take notice of the Doctrine of Propor- 
tion between the Earth and Water, e- 
qual that is beft; the fame faith our Au- 
thor in his Chapter of Calcination. This 
is the fareft and best proportion, (peaking. 
of equal ‘Pondus of Earth and Water; and 
gives the Reafon, becaufe Solution will 
be fooner made, wiz. 

The more thy Earth, the lefs thy Water be; 
The fooner and better Solution fhalt thou fee. 

And here he affirms the fame of Calcz- 
nation, which goes before Solution. Yet 
Three of the Water to One of the Earth, 
will do well, left the Tincture Mont not 

| ave 



va A Breviary of Alchemy. 

ave room to be fufficiently dilated in the 

‘Water, and the Body opened by it3- and 

this is the Ponds of Koger PRacon, which 

requires a longer time before.the ‘quick 

be ki’d; atid by confequence , the revi
- ’ 

ving of the dead muft be lon
ger im doings 

For Calcination is nothing elfe, but a kil- 

ling the moitt with the dry; till which be 

done, there is no reviving of the dry by 

the moift, but they have one and the fame
 

Operation and Petiod of time 5 for one 

ajes ot, but the other revives > nor doth 

thé Dragon die, but with its Sifter. 

x!  Pofition V. | 

The White Wife in the. first ConjunGion 7s 

to be Three to One of th
e Red Man. 

Pree of the Wife, and one of the Man 

thou take, exc. From the ‘Fondws be-.: 

tween the & artb-and Water, come We to” 

wiew the’ Proportion betwecn the Maz: | 

and his Wifes Here the Pondws is laid» 

down Three to One, and {o there are 

Four parts of Farth to Pout of Water, OF: 

more, until’ Twelve 5, that 13, T
hree of » 

Water to One of the Earth. This alfo 1s. 
clear 

ATT ne nS ee TN 



A Breviary of Alcheiny. 1 clear‘from the Chapter of ConjunZion , where the Woman is allow’d 15 Veins to 5 of the Man, as to the AG of their Fie. cundity, which is interpreted of the firt Conjunttion by himfelf that the Man mutt have bur 3 of Water, and his 772 9, Which Ist2-ef Mater to 4 of the Farth: by Which it is evident, thatthe Womab is to exceed her Fiysbzad in a three-fold Pro. portion, 
Or Iwo to Ouxe afer Re ymund - Op Fou to Oue according to Alanus; byt T, hree to Oxeis beft. 
‘However , in Reyntund’s Nekrine of Proportions cited by ‘our Author in his, Gate. of Caleination, One of th joyn'd with Two of the Moon, which 

more-of the Spiritual than of the Corpo- ral’ parts and this the Author compares 7 , both are g00d; Yea, 
es Four parts to One, 

s Of Spirit and 7 ife, for compleating of the Marria ge between this Royal Pair, the Sup the Fushand, and the Moon the Wife : OF this {peaks this 
Author 

So 
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14 A Breviary of Alchemy. 

Author in his Gate of Solution, One in 

Gender they be, but in Number not fo5 

The Father is the Suz, and the Moo the 

Mother, the Mover 1s Mercury. | ) 

"This Compound according to its vari- 

ous Confiderations, hath many Relations, 

and as many Denominations; Suz. and 

Moon, Man and Wife, Body, Soul and 

Spirit, Earth and Water, Sifter and Bro- 

ther, Mother and Son, with rnany others5 

but its Proper Nafhe is Magnefia. 

~ Ouelt, What isthe Red Mane what his 

White Wife ? What the Spirit of Life.» 

It may be here queftioned, what this 

Red. Manis? what his White Wife ¢ and 

what the Spirit of Life? for that is the 

only knot,in underftanding the Writings 

of Philofophers , »wholé various Exprefli- 

ons, and feeming Contradictions herein, 

do ob(cute the Art wonderfully : Yet 

however they feem to differ in their . 

' Writings, they mean all one thing, if 

well or rightly underftood. .... 

Anfwer 1ft- What the Red Manis? =
 

The, Red Man. betokens the perfect 

Body of . the Sun,’ or his Shadow the 

Moon; For Lune the Body, which is one 

6f the Seven, is a Male, anda perfect 8 
Yo 



A Breviary of Alchemy. re 
dy, and fixed, only wants a little Dige- {tions and therefore the Red is hid under its vifible White , as White is hid under the vifible Red of So/ : Therefore our Author in his Work of Albification, faith, . that the Sun appeareth White and Bright: And Trevifan faith, our Kin g, who i cloa- thed. in Garments of pure Gold, after he: is once in the Bath, appears no more tilk after one hundred and thirty days; and then he appears White, and wonderfully : bright and fhining. And an old Philo- fopher faith, Hoxour our King at his return: from the Eaft in Glory and admirable bright whitenels, Therefore faith Artefins, Our : Water is of kin to the perfe Bodies, to the Sun-, and-to the Moon; but more to. the Sun then to the Moon 5 (Note this well.) And in all his Books he joyns the Sun and Moon the -pérféG& Bodies Gold and Silver for the work. . So doth Ripley, and ( all Philofophers , by. which it is evident » that either of the perfect Metals or Luminaries with our. | AquaVite , will compleat the works as Arnold expreGly faith in his Queftions Ge Mufwers to Boniface 3.and Jodecus Gre-. 

VOrUes 
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6 A Breviary of Alchemy. 

verns in his Treatife, confirms the fame int 

thefe words; Jf fo be, (faith he) thou be fo 

poor that thou canft not take Gold, then take 

fo much Silvers yet Gold is the better, as be- 

ing nearer of kin to ourW ater and Mercury. 

Anfwer. 2:,, fhat is the White Wife ? 

Secondly; The White Wife, otherwife 

called the Moon, isa Female 5 it 1s a Co- 

agulated Mercury, but not fixt : A {pirt- 

tual Body, fluxibie in nature of a Body, 

yet Volatile, in nature of a Spirit; It ts 

called therefore Mercury of the Ff hilofo- 

phers 3 Our Green Lyon, Our immature 

or unripe Gold: It is ‘Pontanus s Fire, Ar- 

tephius’s middle fubjfiance, clear like pure 

Silver, which ought to receive the Tin- 

Gures of the Sun and Moon, his fharp 

Vineger, bis 2uti wonial-Saturnine-Mercu- 

rial Argent Vive, without which / atoz 

cannot be whitened; of which an old 

Philofopher faith, whiten the red / aton, 

by a white, tepid, and fuffocated Waters 

of which teftimony Trevifanus afirms,
 that 

nothing could be faid better or clearer. 

This is that which is intimated in the Vi- 

‘Gon of Ariflaus; who found a People that 

were Married, yet had no Children, be- 
caufe 



_ A Breviary of Alchemy. 17. 
Caufethey married two Males together = 
Such are they who mix Sol and Lune, both, 
Corporal and fixt together , whom: the 
Spirit will never revive, becanfe there is 
Not conjugal Love. Joyn therefore Ge- 
britius to his beloved Sifter Fey, which 
is atender Damfel, and {traight-way Ga- 
britius will die; that 1s, will lofe what he 
was; and from that place where he ap=. 
peared to have loft what he was, he {hall 
appear what he was not before. 

Anlw. 3. What is the Spirit of Lift 24, 
_ Thirdly, The Spirit of Life is Mercury 3 

The Mover faith this Author is Mercury , 
with which the Stone is to be multiplyed 
when it is made : And it muft be true 
Mineral Mercury, without any forreign. 
mixture, as Arnold refolves expre(l y. in 
his Anfwer to Poniface ¢ And f Ripley 

‘faith, fome can multiply Mercury with Sa 
éurz, and other {ubftances, .which we de- 
fie; Diftil it therefore till it be clean, che: 
It moreover mutt have all the proporti-. 
ons of Mercury its ponderofity, otherwifé 
it could not-be Metalline: its Humidity, 
otherwife the Feminine Sperm would be 
deficient, and its ficcity, not to wet the 

B2 hand 5 



18 A Breviary of Aichemy. 

hand; which it can no fooner lofe'by 

Cortofives or otherwife; but it ftraight- 

way lofeth its firft Mineral Proportion, 

and fo is no longer ansIngredient of out 
true Tincture. 

Pofition VI. 

As the Wett Latitude is the entrance, fo 

in the North is the firft alteration. 

ee th a an 

[P Roceed then forth to the North by obfen- 

ration, @vc. Loofing thew,: and alter- 

we then, vc. The Materials being found, 

and mixt according to the Proportions 
% 

aa taught before, is called the Wejt Latitudes 

hecaule iri it the Sun (ets, and afterwards 

5 . be 

———— appears no more mhis Red Robes, tll he | 

Grft be cloathed with a°White glittermg | | 

| Robe,and be Crowned witha verybright | | 

| Oriental Diadem. Now the progrefsinto | | 

. ae the North, is adifcovery of the Profun- i 

| i _- dity of the Stone, and is comparedtothe | | 

i a Winter, whichisin the North, (chiey) ] | 

| a long, tedious, cold and flabbery ; to will | | 

Hs st be in this Works the Signs are Capri- I 

| 
q COrM, Pifces, and Aquarius In this there 



4 Breviary of Alchemy. 19 
is a retrogradation of Sof into its firtt mat- 
ter, in which alteration the old Form dies, 
the Matter rots and putrifies; and is after 
renewed in the Eaft. 

This Operation (faith Flammel) is not 
perfeded 7 lefs then Five Months; and the 
Colours of the Compound are dark, obfcure, 
waterifi, and at length black like Pitch 
in which blacknefs the Body is roited into 
fitows which intire blacknefs, and height 
of corruption lafts but 2 or 3 days and there- 
fore faith Xzpleyin hisEpiftle, the third da Ly 
be fhall arife; the {ame faith Dafiiz in his 
Aofary, where he allows four days for Pu- 
trefaction : The fame faith Ffferarigs th 
Monk in his intire Treatife publifhed with 

uftiz 5 However, the whole time of 
blacknets, in coming, continuing, and g0- 
ing away, is 150 days, although the Sun 
begins to appear in 130 days, if you work 
aright. This I have added for the fake 
of many who expe& black of the blackeft 
in 40-or 50 dayes, miftakinge Flammel 
hereins who faith, the colour nuit be 
black of the blackeft, and like to the co- 
lour of the Dragons in 40 days, which 
Dragons were blackith, blewifh, and yel- 
tee Bs lowifh, 



A ns = 

Sa ae = 

stn ai 9 <i Sat 

ag a 

REI cease |, ts 

J = ee ROP RIGS 

(aeRO 

recs leanne, MecenenassiineeNR SNe 

20 6A Breviary of Alchemy. 

Jowifh, which colours fhew that the Mat- 

ter begins to rot into Atoms; which rot- 
tennefs is not perfected in lefs than 150 
days. ({oas to let the Su appear with its 
Rays; Firft in a {mall Circle of Heir of a 
whitifh Citrine; which increafeth, and 

changeth hue day by day, till whitenefs 
be fully compleated. 

Pofition VII. 

The Eaft denoting Whitene{s , is the begin- 
ning of the Stones Altitude. 

J Hence by Colours many into the Faft af- 

cend, &c- Inthe Work are three Di- 

mentions ; Altitude, Latitude, and Pro- 

fundity : The Altitude is the Perfection 
of the Bodies which is Inchoate in White- 

nefs, and compleat in Rednefs. The Pro- 

fundity isthe firft Matter into which they 

are refolved 3 For Multiplication and the 

Latitude is the means through. which it 

pafleth from its Petfection to be abafeds 

and from its abafement to its Glorifica- 

tion. | 
‘In this paflage are infinite gay sega 

ws "One | like 
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like unto thofe as appeared before Black- 
nefs, but more SOON For note, the 
Stone hat! pay three colours, Black, WI hite 
and Red: In the firft when compleated, 
it {tays eg yr four days at moft; in the 
fecond as lone @3 in the laft it repofeth it 
{elf fo r ever, between thefe Periods as the 
Matter is moitter or dryer, purer or im- 
purer, many 11 termediate colours appear, 
more then can be numbred; But Two, 
(viz..) Green and Yellow, are of long 
ae ance , before the White and the 
Red: But ‘many colours appear between 
the beginning of that Work, and the firft 
colour of BlacknefS ; And although feve- 
ral colours appear, yet are they dark, 
fogey, and foul coloured s by which it 
appears, that Blacknefs * the predomi- 
nant, which for a {pace will appear like 
the Zgyptian. darknefs, and is much about 
the {ame continuance: fo between Black- 
nefs and the White, although infinite co- 
Jours appears. yet the Raff's of them be- 
ing Whitenefs, . they are bright, and very 
glorious, which Neng only tr: snfient, pals, 
and go, and others come in their place, 
until the White be perfected. 

B 4 Pofition 
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Pofition VIII 

The « South or Reduefs is the $s Loa i of 
this Mastery. 

Or this courfe in the South the Sun ma- 
keth Conjummation, After the’ White, 

the Fire being continued, the Compound 
‘will become Azure, Gray, and then Ci- 
trine, which will latta long time; and at 
daft end i ina bloody Rednefs. 

Pofition IX. 

He that fuppofeth bis Work. ended when the 
Si tone is brought to its rednefs, is miftaken. 

Us yet again Two times turn about thy 
Wheel, &c. The Stone béing by con- 

fant and long Decoation brought to this 
pafs; he whothinketh the race quite run, 
reckons without his Hoft,and muft reckon 
again : It is Medicine of the firft Order, 
and ‘muft be brought to the thitd Order 
by imbibitions and Cibation, which is a 
ierond Np gc EQunean Wheel ; ; and by 
oe Fermen- 
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Fermentation, which is a third turning 
‘round 'the Wheel, ‘and’brings the Medi- 
cine to the third Order, and makes it then 
fit for Projection, which at firft it is not 5 
For till the Medicine will flow like Wax , 
it cannot enter Mercury before its flight 5 
but the Powder as it is made at firft, is like 
Grains or Atoms, and is congealed in a 
far greater heat, then will make ¥ to fume, 
yet it abides in its form of Duft or Powder, 
which imuft be otherwife before it be fit- 
ted for Projection; therefore the Stone 
tingeth Mercury into a Metalline Mafs in 
the twinkling’ of an eye, as our Author 
faith in his Preface, even as the Bafilisk 
kills by fight : But the Red Swiphur con- 
verteth Mercury by a digeftion of time in- 
to its own Nature, (viz..) Powder, if it 
be joyn’d in a due proportion, and digeft- 
ed in a due heat : Therefore faith our 
Author, if you give it too much, it mutt 
have a Vomit, or it will be fick too long, 
but the Stone will never part with any 
Mercury that is joyned to it in heat; our 
Sulphur then is a Royal Infant, which doth 
both hunger and thirft; andif you can 
but be a’Nurfé to it as yau ought, it will 
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24 A Breviary of Alchemy. 

repay both your Pains and coft : Leave 

not then where you fhould begin; but 

go on till you bring tt to the third Order, 

which Reymond. calls his Oyls and Uns 

guents 5 and fo our Author likewile. 

Three Properties there are in which 

the White and Red Sulphurs of the firlt 

Order, differ from thofe of the third Or- 

der. 
One flows aseafily as ary Wax in heat, 

or on a hot Metal: the other in a trong 

heat abides a Powder. | 

The oneis like to Glafs, brittle, pon- 

derous and fhining;, the other a powder 

like to Atoms. 

The one enters Mercury like an) Oyl, 

and Coagulates it in an inftant : the other 

drinks up Mercury only, as the Calx of a 

Metal would do, but willnot retain it, if 

the Fire be increafed ftrong, nor turn it 

into Metal 3 but.if the heat and propo
rtion 

be both as they ought, by a digeltion of 

Time, it turns it into its own Nature : 

And. fo, (as Ripley faith truly,) you may 

Multiply both White and Red with Mer- 

cury; That if at firlt you had not enovgh 

to fillafpoon, yet in hort time you may 
e 
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be ftored for your whole life, were it ten h times as long as it is like to be. i 

Tapnginserserezs, 

Pofition X, 
Our Stone wuft have a Specification to Me- 

tals before it will Proje. 

Or Red Man tevneth not until he teyned 
be,Xc. Our Ked May or King muft be | teyned by Ferment, before it will tinge | imperfect Metals : the Ferments are only | Soland Luma, the Proportion a fourth . || part to the Compoundlet the Sulphurs be, | and three parts of Sol or Luna according as the Sulphur is : or four parts Sol and Luna, and the Sulphur a fifth part; then with Mercury digelt and putrifie-your Fer- : ment, and congealit, and again Ferment . Fit, till ic low hke Wax or Oyl;. then will » |) that Oyl fix Mercury, and turn any Metal ; into Perfetion; which you may then |) = Multiply at your pleafure, or you may | multiply it before Fermentation - Then take the perfect Stone for your Body, and mix him with the White Wife.in propor- tion as at firft, and add the Spirit of Life, 

as 
————>. eae 2 Ee: 
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96 A Breviary of Alchemy. 
as at firft, and digeft it till it pafs the three 
colours, Black, White, and Red. 

Thus doth our Author conclude his 
Erroneous Experiments alfo : I zever faw 
true work but one, faith he. One he did, 

but it was after infinite Errours, and other 

work no Philofopher ever yet (aw, which 
he briefly defcribes. 

Remember Man the moft Noble Creatgre, 
a 

&c. that is Golds It isan errour to write 

it, (Remember that Man is the moft Noble 
Creature of Earthly Compofition ;) For 

Man is not of Earthly Compofition , but 

Stones, Metals, and Clays, ec. are. Now 
becaufe we feek the Nobleit of Creatures 

of Earthly Compofition, we muft be fo 
wife as to take it for our Principle : For 

_as he faith elfe-where; 4 Fire of burning 

ihe Principle is, fo.the Principle of Gilding 
is Gold I wis. In this nobleft Creature he 
faith, are the four Elements proportioned 
by nature, which makes it incombuftt- 
ble, for were any predominant, it would 
not abide ; but as 7revi/an faith, the Ana- 
tical proportioning the Elements ina me- 
talline matter, is the very form of Gold: 
or that rather which gives itits form. . 

adds 
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adds a natural Mercuriality, which cofteth 
right nought; that is a pure, fincere Mi- 
neral Water: without adulteration, not 
Artificial out of Saturz, Jupiter, Ke, But 
natural not a dear Mercury: but. that 
which is common and cheap. He adds 
one of his Mixera’s by Art is brought, 
that is our green Lyow, fox with our firkk 
Menftrue,we Calcine only perfect bodies; 
but none which are unclean, except one, 
which is ufually call’d by Philofophers the 
Lyon-Greex , mto this the clearnes of the 
Sun, or of the Moon, fecretly jdefcends: 
thatis, by this the Mexcuriality, or pro- 
fundity of the Sun and.Moon ate mani- 
feted by exuberation; but is hidden from 
fight along time; till after putrefaction, 
it exuberates and appears openly, bleed- 
ing and changing colours, and at firft be- 
ing cloathed in a glorious Gredn: of 
which faith the Rofary, O happy Green- 
nels, without which nothing can {pring > 
This exuberate-Aercury is our hidden 
Stone, that is, Potentially, for when that 
appears 5 repugnant natures are tyed to 
Unity, that is our Green-Lyow, or Mi- 
wera,or vegetable humidity, or Mercuriz- 

k 
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23 <A Breviary of Alchemy. 
lity natural, which cofteth right naught , 
or our firft Menftrue, and the nobleft 
Creature of Earthly compofition, which 
is either the Sun, or Moon, but efpecially 
the Sun: In each of which the Mercu- 
riality is invifible, and appears not to 
fight ; but by effect, that is, in the quali- 
ty of clearnefs, with Whitenefs in one, 
and with rednefs in the other,thefe three 
being United, the Mercury of the Sun 

exuberates and appears at firft green,then 

is the Eclipfe near, and the Northern 

progrefs, the procefSafter all this is fhorts 

this one thing putrifies, then wath him in 
his own broth, till he become White, 

then Ferment him wifely; there 1s the. 

beginning, middle andend. Glory be to 
God, 

Pil ONO S. 
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THE 

Vids tO 
Ss GEORGE REY RY. 

Canon of Bridlingtow 3 3 Unfol Jed. 

jp Fen bufie at my Pook’ Pu has Dpon a 
certain Night, 

This Vifion here expreft Appear ‘d unto Uy. 
dimmed fight : 

A Toad full Ruddy I faw, did drink the. 
uice of Grapes fo faft, | 

rh over- ie ass Rare br a , his Bone 
els all’ to braff : 

And after that, from poyfon a R nk he cuff 
his Venom fell, 

For Grief and Pain bared? his Miizbirs 
all began to Swell 
With drops of ‘Poyloned fweat appro aching. 

thus his fecret Den, 
His Cave with blafts of famous Air he all. 

bewhited then = 

And trom the which in pace a Golden Hux 
mour did enfue, 

Whofe falling drops frou high did fain the. 
Joyl with ruddy hue : 

A 2 And 



The Vifion of Sir Gecrge Ripley. 
And when his Corps the force of vital breath 

began to lack, 
This dying Toad became forthwith like Coal 

for colour Black : 
Thus drowned in his proper veins of poy- 

Joned flood 5 
For term of Eighty days and Four he 

rotting ftood 3 | 
By Tryal then this Venom to expel I did 

defire 5 | : 
For which I did commit his Carkafs to a 
gentle Fire : | 

Which done, aWonder to the fight, but more 
to be rehearft ; | 

The Toad with Colours rare through every 
fide was pierc'd; | 

And White appear'd when all the fundry 
bews were paft ; 

Which after being tintted Ruddy, for ever- 
more did laf. 

Then of theVenon handled thys a Medicine 
. I did make; , 
Which Venom kills, and faveth fuch as 

Venom chance to take: 
Glory be to him the granter of fuch fe- 

cret Ways, 
Dominion, and Honour both, with Wor- 

Ship, and with Praife. Amen. 
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THE 

VISION 
SGEORGE RIPLEY, 

Canon of Bridlington, Unfolded. 

¢%% Of% His Vifion is a Parable ra- 
eNeyeee ther or Enigm, which the 
BAe 2 Ancient Wile Philofophers 
ws =e, have been wont to ufe often 

ZN Paty in fetting out their fecrets 5 
this Liberty is granted to all 

men for to make ufe of Enigmatical ex- 
preflions, to decipher that which is in- 
deed myfterious. The Ancient Egyptians 
taught much by Hieroglyphicks, which 
way many Fathers of this Science have 

followed; but moft efpecially they have 
made ufe of Myftical or Cabaliftical de- 
(criptions; fuch is this. But to the thing 
in hand. | 

A 3 | A 
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An E-xpofition upon 

A Toad full ruddy ri faw.— 

is Ere we have a Toad decribed, and 
7 ~ inat the wholefecret of Philofophers: 

The Toad ts Gold ; fo called, becaufe it is 
am Earthly Body, but moft efpecially: for 
the black ftinking venencfity which ‘this 
operation comes to in the firlt days of 
its preparation, before the whitenefs ap- 
pear3during the Rule of Swtwrz,therefore 
itis called the ruddy Toad. 

To this Authors affent with one ac- 
eord ; when they fay our ftoneis nothing 
elfe but Gold digefted unto the higheft 
degree, to, which, Nature and Aft, can 
bring it}; and again the firlt work,{aith a. 
notherPhilofopher,is to fublime Mercury, 
and then into clean, Mercury to.put clean 
bodies : many witneffes I could bring, yea 
the whole current of writers run this way: 
And whatiffome fubtle Philofophersfeem 
to deny this, on purpofé to deceive the 
unwary? We fhall not make it our work 
to réconcile ‘them, (though we might) 
for manyiof them wrote very envioully, 
on purpofe to enfnare ; all of them wrote 

7 myfteri- 



the Vifion of Sir G, Ripley. 3 

myfterioufly, as much as they could to 
darken the truth : and at the beft none of 
them were but men, and defcribed things 
according to their apprehenfions. in, 
Philafophy, none of them wrote ineyery 
thing the naked truth 5 for then the Art 

would become fo eafie, that, it would be 

contemned. But whatneeds words? we 

know the Truth, and we know by.a fe- 
cret Character, true Writers from: So- 

phifters;. and we need no Arguments 
being eye-witnefles our felves, and know 
tMat there is but one truth 5 nor. but 

one path, even the beaten path in which 
all who ever have attained this Art 

have troden, nor can we be deceived 

our felvess;nor would we deceive others. 

Did drink the juice of Grapes. 

“T His Toad is {aid to drink the juice of 
Grapes according to the Philofopher , 

the body, faith he, isnot nobler than Gold, 

nor yet the water more pretious, than 
wine. This water they call fometimes 4qua 

Ardens{ometimes Acetum Acerrimnr,but 

moft commonly they call it their Mercury 5 
A 4 | this 

} 
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4 An Expofttion upon 
this denomination I (hall not infift upon’s 
but fhall aflure yon that it only deciphers 
Mercury , even that Mercury, of which 
writ in my little Latine Treatife, called 
NIG- CoPins xeucomurixds or Introitus aper-» 
tus ad occlufum Kegis palatiums. in that I 
difCovered the whole Truth fully and 
nakedly , and if not too plainly, I am 
fure plain enough. | {hall not here repeats 
to that I remit the Reader. | 

This juice of Grapes this Toad 1s faid 
to drink ; that is not only in the grofs 
Conjunction, which is an Impaftation of 
the body, with the Water to the temper 
of ‘Dough or Leaven, which the Water 
readily doth: {uch affinity there is be- 
tween the Water and the Body; as the 
Philofopher faith , this Water is friendly 
and pleafant to the metals. But over, and 
befides the Water foaks Radically into 
our Body; being circulated upon it, 
according as the Philofopher faith, When 
its own {weat is returned to the Body, it 
perforates 1t marvelloufly. Thus the Body 
drinks in the Water, or Juice of Grapes, 
not fo much then when they are firft 
mingled : but moft efpecially, when by 

de- 



the Vifion of Sir'G. Ripley. 
decoction it pierceth radical] y to the 
very profundity of it; and makes it to 
alter its Form; This isthe Water which 
teareth the Bodies, and makes them no 
Bodies, but flying Spirits like a Smoak, 
Wind or Fume, as Artephiys fpeaketh 
plentifully. 

This operation is performed in a fhort 
while, in comparifon of Subterraneal 
operations of Nature, which are done 
in avery long time; therefore it is that 
fo many Philofophers fay, that itis done 
in avery fhort time, and yet it is not 
without caufe, that fo many of the Phi- 
lofophers have complained of the length 
of this decottion.. 

Therefore the fame Artephins who had 
faid, that this fire of the Water of our 
Mercury, doththat ina hort time above 
ground, that Nature was in performing a 
1oco years,doth in another place fay, that 
the tinture doth not come out at once, 
but by little and little each day, and hour, 
till after along time the decoétion be com- 
pleat, according to the faying of the Phi- 
lofopher : Boyl,boyl, and again boyl, and 
accompt not tedious our long decoction. 

| So 
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An Expofition upon 

So f4 Ts e 

O thenthis expreffion here, that the 

Toad doth drink in the Juice of - 

Grapes fo fajt, dath not imply but that 

this work mutt have the true time of Na- 

ture; which is indeed along time, and 

fo is every decoction at leaft: fo they 

will fem to the Artift who, attends the 

fire day byday, and yet muft wait for 

the fruit with Patience, till the Heaven 

have {howred down upon the Earth the 

former and latter Rain: yet be not out of 

heart,but attend until the compleatment, 

for then a large Harveft will abundantly 

recompence all thy toyl. 

Till over-charged with the Broth, his 

Bowels all to brast. 

T follows in the Vifion,that at length the 

Toad (over-charged with the broth)did 

burft afunder ; This broth 1s the fame 

which the fair Medea did prepare , and 

pour upon the two Serpents which did 

keep the Golden Aples, which grew + 

| the 
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the hidden Garden of the Virgins Fefpe- 
rides, 

For the Vinegre of the Philofphers 
being circulated upon the Body, doth en- 

“ gender a fubftance like unto bloudy Broth, and makes Colours of the Rain- 
bow, to appear in the afeenfion and de- 
{cenfion upon your Zyor,until the Eagles 
have at length devoured the I yon, and 
all together being killed with the Cari- 
on of the Carcaffes become a venemous 
Toad, creeping on the Earth; and a 
Crow {wimming in the midft of the dead 
Sea. 

The Juice of Grapes then, which is our 
Mercury, drawn from the Chameleon o 
Air of our Phyfical Magnefia, and Chalybs 
Magical, being circulated upon our true 
Lerra Lemmnias after it is grofsly mixed 
withit by Incorporation, and {et to our 
fire to digeft, doth till enter in and upon 
our Body, and fearcheth the profoundity 
of itsand makes the occult to become ma- 
nifeft by continual afcenfion and deften- 
fion: till all together become a Broth ; 
which is amean fubftance of diffevered 
qualities, between the Water and the 

Body, 
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8 An Expofition upon 

Body, till at length the Body burft afunder 
and be reduced into a Powder, like to 

theAtoms of the Sun, black of the blackeft 

and of a vifcous matter. 

And after that, from poyfoned bulk, be 

caft bis venon fell. 

i Beh Reduction of the Body, thus mm 

this water ingenders fo venomous 

a Nature, that truly in the whole World 

there isnot aranker Poyfon, or ftmk , 

according as Philofophers witnefs : And 

therefore he is faid to caft his fell venom 

from his poyfoned bulk 5 in as much as 

the exhalations are compared to the Inve- 

nomed Fume of Dragons,as Flamell in his 

Summary hath uch an Allufion. But tne 

Philofopher (as he adds in his Hierogly- 

phicks of the two Dragons,) never feels 

his ftink, unlefs he break his Vetiels, but 

only he judgeth it by the colours procee- 

ding from the rottennefs of the Confe- 

ctions. 
And indeed it is a wonder to confider, 

(which fome Sons of Artare e} e-witnef- 

fes of ) that the fixed and moft digefted 
Body 



The Vifton of Sir G. Ripley. 9 
Body of Gold ; fhould fo: rot and putri- 
fie,as if it were a Carcafs, which is done by 
the admirable Divine virtue of our dit 
folvirgz Water, which no Money can 
purchale. All thee operations, which are 
fovenlarged by variety of expreffions, 
center in one, which is killing the quick; 
and reviving the dead. 

For grief and pain whereof his members 
all began to fwell. 

in venemous fume of exhalations 
returning upon the Body , caule 

it to {well all over according to the 
faying of the Philofopher 5 The Body 
in this Water puffeth up, fwelleth and 
putrifieth as a Grain of Corn, taking 
the nature living and vegetable, therefore 
for this caufe this Water isin this fence 
called by the Philofophers their Leaven, 
for as Leaven caufeth Paft to {well , 
fo this fermenteth the body, and cauféth 
it to tumefie and puff up ; itis alfo called 
venom,for as venom caufeth fwelling, fo 
this Water by its reiteration unceffantly 
upon our body. | 

This 
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' This operation is unceffant from the 

firft incitation of the matter, even until 
compleat putrefaction; for the Toad 
doth always fend forth His exhalations 
(being rather called the Zyow,) tll he be 
over-come in part: and then when the 
Body begins a little to put .on the Nature 
of the Water, and the Water of the 

Body, then it iscompared to two Dra- 
gons, one winged, and the other without 
wings: and Jaftly when that ftinking 
Earth appears, which Hermes calls his Zer- 
ra Foliata, or Earth of Leaves, then itis 

moft properly called the Toad of the 
Earth; from the firft excitation, éven to 

the laft of this putrefaction : which exha- 

lations are at the beginning for a time 
White and afterwards become Yellowith; 
Blewith; and Blackiih,(from the virulency 
of the matter) which exhalations hourly 
condenfing, and ever and anon running 
down like little veinsin dtops, do enter 
the Body marveloutly,’ and the more it 
18’ entred’sthe more it fwells and puffs 
UP, till atlength it be compleatly putre= 
ed. Mi oe 

With 
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With drops of poyfoned fweat, approach- 
ing thus his fecret Den. 

i Ate following two Verfes then are 
but a more Ample defcription of 

this work ; ‘of volatization which is 
an afcenfion, - and defcenfion, or cir- 
culation of the confe@ions within 
the -Glafs. = Which GlafS here called 
the fecret Den, is elfe-where called by 
the fame Author, a little Glaffen-tun, 
and is an ovall Vefléls’ of the pureft 
WhiteGlaf, about the bignef$ of an or- dinary Hen-Ege, ‘in the which about the quantity of'an ounce of 8 'drachins of thé 
confection, in’ ‘all mixed is’ convenient 
proportion to ‘be fet, which being, Seal’d 
up with Hermes Seal, the Glaf§ ‘having a neck about 6 fingers‘high')’ or there- 
abouts,’ which being thin® and natrow; is meltéd together Artificially; that no Spirits Catt getouts norno Air tan come qm, | which relpectitis ramed'a fecret 
Den: 
«PAM it is called a fecret' Den; becaufe OF the fecretne of Afhes or Sand, “in , 

which 
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12 An Expofition upon 

which in a Philofophical Athanor it 1s 

fer, the duores being firmly {hut up, and 

a profpest left td look ii by a Window, 

either toopen a little; as much as iscon- 

venient fontetimtes; as odcalion requires, 

or elfe with Glafs put into it, to admit 

the view of the Artift; together with a 

light at hand to fhew the colours. 

His Cave with blafts of fumous Air, he 

all bewhited then. 

Ly FHich GlaG, .Neft, and Furnace 

being thus fecretly ordered, the 

Artit mutt in the firft place expe, to 

be in Prifon along time, as Bernard Tre- 

vifan faith, for the Concave of this fecret 

place , will be fo bewhited. withthe 

fumes whicha(cend, that, an Artift,, rules 

his work more by skill and reafon,,.or 

the eye of the mind, theri of the Body, 

for the Spirits arifing like a fmoak, or 

Wind, fticketh to the. Concave of the 

Glas, whichis above the Sand or Afhes, 

and there by degrees, there grow drops 

«hich rundown and moiften the Body 

below, and reduce as much as they cat 
of 
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of the fixed, and fo the Body by the 
Water, and the Water by the Bod y alter 
heir colours. 

And from the ibid in fpace 2 Goldex 
Etumour did enfue. 

IN fo muchthat atlength, the whole — 
Vettel will feem as though ‘it were all 

over gilded with Gold, for the exhalations 
will be Yellow, which isa fign of true Co- 
pulation of our Man & Woman together, 
but before this Yellow, and with it there 
will be an ob{curing of the White bright- 
nefs of the Fume, with mixture of Co- 
fours, Dark, obfcure and Blewith: 

_ The {pace is not Jong, for all the 
feveral paflages are con{picuous before 
40 days; forin that {pace from thefe Co- 
lours , are demonftrating Signs of Cor- 
ruption and Generation,which is given us 
by the biting , and fiery: Nature of our. 
pontick Waters, and the refiftance of 
our Bodies; in which Fight the Body 
is over-come, and killed, and dy- 
ing yields thefe Colours: which is a 
Sign that the Eagles now are getting the 

B Mattery, 



14 > An Expofition upon 
Maftery ; and that our Lyon hath ‘alfo 
alittle infedted them with his Carcafs , 

which they begin to prey upon. This 

Operation is by Ingenious Artifts called 
€xtraction -of Natures, and Separatton, 

for the Tincture begins now to be fepa- 

rated from the Body, Alfo Reduction 

to the firft matter ; which 1s Sperm’ or 

Seed, which by reafonof its double Na- 

ture, is compared to two Dragons. I 

{hall not enlarge in this Vifion, but briefly 
unfold what is briefly laid down. 

Whofe falling drops from high did 
ftain the foyl with ruddy hue. 

an erg colours of the Mercury,do affect 

the fubfidenrfixed Body, with futa- 

-ble colours and the Bodies from thefe ex- 

halations,beTincted witha ruddy colour, 

which Flamel expreffeth to this purpofe, 

that thefe twoNatures,or Dragons do bite 

one another very cruelly; and never 

leave from the time they have feifed one 
-upon another; ‘till by their {lavering 

‘Venom , and mortal hurts, they be all 

of agore bloud, and then being ftewed 
in 



the Vifion of Sir G. Ripley. re 
in their own Venom, are changed into 
a fifth Effence. 

And when his Corps the force of vital 
breath began to lack. 

Ut before the renovation of thele 
R Natures, they muft in the firft place 
pafs through the Eclipfe, both of the Sun 
and Moon and the darknefs of Purgatory, 
which is the Gate of Blacknefs, and after 
that they fhall be renovated with the light 
of Paradife. | : 

This Allegorically is called Death, for 
as a man’ will refift violence, which in- 
trencheth upon his life as long as he can, 
but if his Enemies are many arid mighty, 
at length they grow too mighty for ‘him, 
and he begins to fail both in {trength and 
courage, and fo Palene(s, the Harbinger 
of Death, doth ftand agit were on his lips, 
fo our Body or Man the Sum, like a {trong 
Champion, doth refift long, till he be 
wounded, and bleed as it were al! over, 
and then dies, at whofe death. blacknef$ 
doth begin to appear, as of old the Ra- 
yens were foretéllers of Mans death ap- 

= ie siete 8 proach> 
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16 An Expofition upon 

—proaching : for this Reiteration of Ro- 

tation of the Influences of the Heaven of 

it, together with Heat ftill drying up 

and foaking in the Moifture as faft as it 

falls, bringsit at la{t naturally to die and 

corrupt, as any other thing doth. 

And then the: Corps begin to lack 

breath; that is, the Fumes beginto ceafe: 

for with oft afcending and defcending the 

Spirits are fomewhat fixed, and turned 

into Powder or Dutt, and are now in the 

bottom of the Veiled, drawing fait to Pu- 

trefaction: Nor do they for a time aftend, 

but remain below. 
Wherefore govern your Fire, that 

your Spirits be not fo exalted, and climb 

fo high that the Earth want them, and 

they return no more : For this Opera- 

tion 1s, as Morien faith, a drawing out 

of Water fiom the Earth, and again a re- 

turning of the fame to the Earth, fo of- 

ten and fo long till the Earth putrefie. 

This: 
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This dying Toad became forthwith like Coal 
jor colour black. 

Tis is the finalend of the Combat, 
tor herein in this Earth of Leaves all 

arereconciled, and final Peace is made ; 
and nowione Nature embraceth, another, 
in no other form but vin the. forni of .a 
Powder impalpable, and.inno-other co- 
lour but black of the blackeft. 

From henceforth Natures are united, 
and boil and bubble together like melted 
Pitch, and change their forms one into 
another. Take heed therefore left ?f- 
{tead of Powder Black of the Blackeft, 
which is the Crows Bill, you have an.un- 
profitable dry half red) Precipitate, O- 
range-coloured, which is a certain fign 
of the Combuftion of Flowers, or Ver- 
tue of the Vegetative Seed. On this 
very Rock I have ftumbled, and do there- 
fore warn you, | 

B 3 Thus 
\ 
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18 An Expofition upon 

Thus drowned in bis proper Veins of poy- 

foned Flood. 

E fegianaiei as by all that hath been faid, 

and by*the undoubted Teftimony of 

all Philofophers who have been Eye-wit- 

nefles to this Truth, that the work 1s not 

fo tedious, nor fo chargeable, but that in 

the fimple way of Nature the Maftery is 

to be attained: for whenonce the true 

body ig Impafted with its true Leven, it 

doth calcine it (elf, and diffolve it felf for 

the diffolution of the Body into a black 

and changeable coloured Water, which 

is thefign of egretlion of the Tincture, 

is the Congelation of the Spirits into this 

jowelt Period of Ob{curity, which is this 

black Powder like unto Lamp-Black, this 

is the Complement of Eclipfation, which 

Contrition begins foon after the Colours, 

Yellowish, Blewith, ec. | eG 



> ae ee V<e — ll nel 

the Vifton of Sir G. Ripley. 19 

For term. of. Fi ghty ‘Days: and Four he 
“ rotting ftood. | pe a 

aes Calcination begins with thefe Va- 
#. viations. in Colour about the two 
and fortieth day, or fiftieth at. the far- 
theft, in a good.Regimen : After which 
comes. putrefying Corruption, like to the 
Scum. of boiling bloody Broath or melted 
Pitch 5 but Blacknefs in: part, ¢o wit, Su- 
perficial, begins about the.-fortieth day 
after the f{tirring- up of the matter, in cafe 
of right Progrefs and Regimen -of the 
Fire, or about. the fiftteth at fartheft. 
But this drowning of him in his own Poy- 
fon,, and {tewing him in his own Broath, 
is the intire Blacknefs and Cimmerian ut- 
ter Darknefs of compleat Rottennefs, 
which according, to the Author, is for 
the {pace of cighty four. days. This 
time .is not: certainly agreed upon by 
Authors: But in this they all agree, they 
prefcribe fo long time until. the Com- 
plement. One writes, Zhas this Blackeft 
Blackindures along time, and is not de- 
firayed in lef than five months. Another 

| B 4 Writes , 



are 8 te Aes 

. ee ee 

4 

PERLE RS ROO TRRTARRIMNE, SP CoT 4 CerY Ret DN 

20 Aa Expoftion upon 

writes, That the King when he enters tmto 

his Bath ‘pulls off bis Robe, and gives 

st to Saturn, from whom he receives a 

Black, Shirt, which be keeps forty two 

days : And’ indeed it’ is two ari 

forty days before he put on this Black 

Shire inftead of his Golden Robe; 

that is, be deftroyed as touching his So- 

lary Qualities, and become inftead of 

Fixt, Citrine, Terrene, and Solid, a Fu- 

gitive, Black, Spiritual, Watery, and 

Flegmatick Subftance : But Putridnefs 

begins not fill the firft Forms be ‘put 

off ; for 0 long as the Body may be 

reduced intd its former Nature, it 15 

not yet well ground ‘and imbibed : 

grind therefore and imbibe, till thou 

fee the Bodies to become no ‘Bodies, 

but a Fume and Wind, and then ctr* 

culating for a feafon, thou fhalt fee 

them fettle and putrifie, fe 30 

‘Suture then will hold the Earth, which 

is Occidental, ‘Retentive and Autumnal, 
inthe Weft; then proceed to the North, 

where Mercury holdeth the Water, 

where the Matter is Watery and Fleg- 

matick, ard it is Winter, and the North 

wa Me * ~~ expul- 
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expulfive. “Bat»they who divide, the 
Operation into Szturn’s Rule, and after 
him fucceeding Jupiter, afcribe to Sa- 
jure the whole of Putridnefs, and to 
fupiter the time of Variety of Co- 
lours. After ‘Jupiter, who holds but 
twenty or two.and twenty days, cothes 
Luna, the third Perfon, bright and fair, 
and {he holds'twenty good days, forhe- 
times two over and above :. In this 
Computation it is good. to count from 
the fortieth or fiftieth daly of the firt 
beginning ‘of the ‘Stone, ‘to the four- 
teenth or fixteenth day “OF Sypitay's 
Reign, wherein in the wathing of Zg- 
fon there is ftill Blacknefs: though mi- 
xed with variety of gay Colours, which 
amounteth to’ the fim oF days’ allow- 
ed by the Author in Putrtifacion, “to 
wit, Eighty four days. Accounting intite Blacknefs, with Augurellys, difter 
four timés cleven’ days - and nights, 
which make four and ‘forty : ‘Or, -ax- 
cording to another, Philofopher, ‘which 
faith, In the firft Fifly Days there ap- 
pears the True Crow, rg After it iz 
Lhrec{care aud Ten Dayes the White 
Nae ee aig 

——— ee | 
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Hl Dove 3 and after in Fourftdre and Tem 
aie Days the Tyrian Colour.’ © oe 
il), ‘prea 

| | tas ar Ba es a Sa 

| | By Tryal then this Venone to expel I did 

Wii sa (AhPe dr by y seigir Wyss, 0N2 40 
a For which I did commit his Carcaf to 4 

| 1 |i : gentle Fire. te ! 

| ie Which done, a Wonder. to the. fight, but 

Wt ‘wore to. be rebearfes 

\ HI The Toad with Colours rare through every 

Mi Side was pierced. yt 
| | Ana white appear d whet all the fundry 

hi “ hews were paft 5 | 

Hi Which. after being tinted, ruddy for ever: 

1 o “more did lafe 2 too 

pel add my own Sentence: . Mix 

‘thy two. Natures well, and if thy 
OBS esanrene al ineaey, 

2 5 AMATO! cesta ™ 

anes Oh eee 

a matter be pure, both the Body, and the 

i Water, and the internal, Heat of. thy 

| Bath as ‘it ought to. be, and. the exter- 

nal Fire gentle, and not violent 3 yet fo 
that the Matter. may circulate, the Spi- 
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the Vifton of Sir.G, Ripley. 23 
ritual Nature on the Corporal, in fix 
and forty: om fifty*days expect the be- 
ginning of intire Blacknefg; and after 
fix and fifty days more,. or fixty, ex-: 
pect the Peacocks Tayl, and Colours 
of the Rainbow ; and after two and 
twenty days more, or four and: twen- 
ty, expect Luna perfect, the Whitelt 
White, which will grow more and more 
glorious for the {pace of twenty days, 
or two and twenty at the moft : AE 
ter which; ina little moré incréafed 
Fire, expe the Rule of Venys for the: 
fpace of forty days, ‘or two and forty 5 
and after it the Rule of Mars two and 
forty days mores and after ‘hiny the: 
Rule of Sol flavus forty days, or two: 
atid forty :» And then in a moment 
comes the Tyrian Colour, the fparkling 
Red, the fiery Vermilion,and Red Poppy 
of the Rock, 08 a | VON 

300 Pen 
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An Expofition upon 

Then. of the Venom handled ghus a Medi- 
cine I did make, 

Which Venow killsy, and faveth Such as 
Venom chance to bakes 

ees onely by Decogtion thefe Na- 
tures are changed.and altered fo 

wonderfully tq this, bleed Tintture, 
which expelleth aii, Poyion, though it 
(elf were a deadly Poeyfon before the 
Preparation, yet afterc as the, Balfam 
of Nature, erpellhe all Difeafes, and 
cutting them off as it were. with one 
Hook, all that are accxlental to Hu- 
mang frail Body, which is wonder- 
ful. . | 

Glory be to. Him the Grantor of fats feeret 
Ways '> 

Dontinion and Honour both, with W. orfhip 
and with Praife. Amen, 

Ow GOD only is the ees 
of thefe glorious Mylteries: I 

have been a true Witnefs. of Nature 
ynto thee, and I know that I write 

true, 



the Vifton of Sir G. Ripley; 2n 
true,.and all Sons of Art fhall_ by my 
Writings know that I am a Fellow- 
Heir with them of this Divine Skill. 
To the Ignorant I have wrote {o plain as may be, and more I had written if the Creator of all things had given me 
larger Commiflion. Now to Him alone, 
as is due, be all Honour, and Power, 
and Glory, who made all things, and. giveth knowledge to whom he lifteth of 
his Servauts, and conceals where he 
pleafeth: To Him be afcribed, as due 1S, 
all Serviceand Honour. And now,Bro- 
ther, whoever enjoyeth this rare Bleffing 
of God, improve all thy ftrength to do 
him fervice with it, for he is worthy of 
it, who hath created all things, and for 
whofe fake they were and are created, 

The Eud of Sir George Ripley's Vifion, 
— Canon of Bridlington, 
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Aq Art. Birrins, hath publifhed three 
f.; Treatifes of this: Authors. 1n.,La- 

tin, ( but without,the Name Philale- 
thes ) inthe Jaft of which, entituled Fons 

Chymice Philofophie,, -was left out one 
whole. Chapter, callea. Porta Prima de 
Calcinatione F hilofophica, with fome other 
defects mentioned , by Morhofius. in his 
Epiltle de Metallorum Ty anfueutatione, pag. 
445. which Chapter [I having by me, and 

finding a void Page or two like to,pafs in 
thisSheet, I thought it would neither:be 
ami(s, nor improper, nor unwelcome. to 
the World, with this Piece of the fame 

Author to. publifh it, for fatisfaction to 
the Hermetical Students, and to prevent 
the lofs thereof. 

W. C. Bibliop. 
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Porta Prima. 
De Calcinatione Philofophica. 

| Alcinatio lapidem noftram purgat, ca- 
lorem .naturalem restituit , humori 
nihil radicalis destruit, debitam La- 
pidi folutionem inducit 3 cautio est 

ut Philofophice; non vulgariter fiat, Salibus aut 
Sulphure varie praparatis, &c.  Quicunque 
utaque Calcinare cupiunt , tantif{per ab hoc 
opere defistant ufque quo nostram melius Calci- 
nationema stntelligant. Deftruit fiquidem Cor- 

“pora Calcinatio omnis, lapidis humorem minu- 
ens, nos quoque calces omnes avidas reprobamuis ; 
humiditatem fiquidem radicalem calcinando at- 
gemus, nullam minuimus. Nos vero in calci- 
nando naturam nature ([ua) Conjungimus ; utpote 
frmile fimili gaudet, hoe fiquis negant Philofophi 
nomine dignus non erit, nec ullam unquamex [cri- 
ptis nofiris (nam eanon intelligit) fruttum perci- 
pet. Nature itaque Naturam applices uti 
vatio poftulat: ommiafiqnuidem hoc a Natura ha- 
bent, ut fimile fibi generet fimile. Ex Homine Ho- 
mo, ex Leone Leo generatur, ita quiduts propria 
fua Natura primo Calcinatur. Hoc Gifcas, & 
fruttum inde percipere ne dubites, 

Calces 
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Calces itagne unttnofas facinus, cum albas, 

tum rubr aby gid non wifitrious gradibus perficiun- 

tur; cere ad inftar fluida{unt, aliter reprobande 5 

nee nifi anno perficiuntur, ut fine fucotingunt. 
De 

pondere vero imprimis cavendum, utpote in quo 

hallucinari fit contingens : mi ergo operam perdas, 

e oleum, Calcinetur Corpus Mercurio ita fubti- 

lit fatto, in quo fit pars una qualitatis Solar ts, bt- 

ya Lunaris ufque dum totuus cera liquide inftar 

fimul fisat. 
Augens de in Solarem im Mercurio qualitatem 

ut fint quatuor ej us partes dua Lunar; fic aa Tri- 

nit are fignram opus sncipias. Tres partes corpo- 

vis. tres [piritws, O ad unitatem:complendamy, 

pars una fit fubftantia {pirituals plus. [ubftantia 

cprporali. Raymunds Teftimonia, hoc compioba- 

tur fiqnis ibi proportionem quarat iden whi de- 

monftravit Dottor.\, Baconus autem tres Spiritus 

artes ad unam Corporis accept, multas nottes 

snformnes agebam s [ea wernas. utrumgue eligs 

quem velis; moanm. 
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