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| TRANSLATOR

READER,

_ He Eminency and Woreh of this Author need
' no Apology , his Works fufliciently commend

Him , who in his Writzngs, as the prefent

Book_ clearly fhews, ufed no Tautologzes,

Civcumlocutions, or fruitlels Ambages; but
(like a good Mafter , intending to inform, not o
perplex the Minds of his Difciples) fo fuccinétly fpeaks
of all Things , as is rarely feen in any other Author.
The End, why he #Wri¢ in his Time, was as him=
felf declares, not only to Teachand Direft the Inge-
nions ; but alfoto Dereét and Enerware the fallacious
Deferiptions of Sophifiers, whom he. pronounceth
Curfed; {aying, he fhould be accurfed alfo, did he
not difcover their Frauds. For a like End was 1 in-
cited, by a worthy Friend of mine, to this Tran/la-
tion; that the WO RK S of {o Ancient and Venera~
ble an Author (comprifing fo many and various moft
needful Prepararions ) might now at length be pub-
lithed in the Englifh Tongue ; there being at this very
Dzy {fo many Perfons publickly expofing their Chymi=
cal Preparations ( as they call them) which, if fuch
as they are prefentedto be,- or bart in fome compe-
tent meafure correfpondent to the fpecious Tirles,
with which they are infignized , would rather com-
mend their Aduthors, than nced to be commended
by them. For Chymiflry is a tive and real 4rz, and
(when handled by prudent rrifts.). producerls
true and real Efeéts. o A-a o R




entious Man

'was that he mighr, from
" hearhimfelf praifed, or difpraifed; and thence be able

- The ijazz (Tator

C But alas t ris by Experience fournd, -
T "Our empty Veffels give the greateft found.

And ( which is more to be bewailed ) Mez that

have fearcely feen the Firft Entrances of Chymiftry ,

=

or ak moft are bur Tyro’s in that moft neceflary
hough much abufed ) Science 5 _account themfelves
ficiently accomplithed , if Confident enough to boaft

_ after the’ Rate of Maflers 3 yea, more than good

Maflérs in that Art dare to do. For every confci-
exercifed in Chywziftry, fees Caufé e-
nough to lay his Hand upon his Mouth; and yet
neglects not to do what Good he can > without blow-
ing a Trumpér.. He that doth otherwife, may very
well be fufpected : for ( according to’ the ufual Pro-
verb ) Good Wine needs no Bufh; and every well per-
formed’ Work . commends the Worker thereof. It is
recorded of the famous Pasnrer Apelles,  that he,
having finithed any eminent Piece,  did always ex-
pofe it to publick View, before he durft commend
it (as a perfe& Work) to him for whom he made
the fame. His Endin this, as Hiftories amply relare,
the Mouths of others,

(prudently conjelturing by what he heard) tocorret
and amend his own Errours. If Phyficians of our
Time did, in imication of Apelles , expole their Weorks
for the fame E#d, and would upon juft and unde-
niable Cenfures

mendable ; :
me to impure this to Avarice, Fraud, or Ambition
(Vices abhominable in all Mes, efpecially in Phyfi-
cians ) bur-rarher to other lefs injurious Caufes, as
Ignorance , and want of certain Experience 3 in amend-
2ng which, this Bool may prove very lerviceable : b?-
. " A . . . B . . Cau e

‘fed the Policy of Apelles.

endeéavour to amend their - Errors;:
their fo frchue'nc Publications xwould be highly com-
uc tis otherwife. = YerCharity forbids’

- Tothe Read-r.

" ¢a11(é‘ the Ignorant and Uncxpert may pofibly be in”™

formed thereby , and thence learn rrue Expericiuces
-by which (if Indyftrious) they will in Time be able ro
Correlt their own Ervowrs, as well as if they had u-
Butof Coverous, Deceitfid,
and Ambitious Men , there is no fuch Hope. There-
fore omitring thefe, Idoubtnot, but that toeve
Man ftudious of Verity, the: prefent Werk will be
highly acceprable : becaufe hercin he will find Liz=
firuétions fufficient to inform his Fudgment , in: pre-
paring Medicines truly Chymical. -~ Fof this Author
(herein excelling others) hath clearly and candidly,
though briefly ; raughr the Meshods of purifying all
Metals , Minerals, Salts, Allomes, €5c. In which
true and perfedt Purification, the Vertue of .each Sub-
Jeét (its Vice and Impurity being {cparared) is rendred

‘ten-fold more efficacious in Medicinal Tfe, than the

fame Subjeét ( without fuch Preparation preceding )
could have been; as Experience daily proves. PBur
if any Man objedt and fay , This Aduthor taught thefe
Purifications only in @rder to the grear Stone of Phi-
bofophers ; to him I thus anfwer : All Philofopbers
{Ancienr and Modern ) unanimoufly affirm, that Imm-
purety tends to- Corruption and Dearh; but Purity ta
Twcorruprionand Life. ‘Therefore , it they, to amend
imperfect Metals viz. To heal the Difafes of
them , fo ftri¢tly. enjoyned the Separationof Hetcro-
geneals , and Purificarion of Things Homogenal; how
muck more; -evéry faichful Phyfician ought tolabour
In purifying the Subjeéts of Medicine for the Humane
Bvdy ( more precious than all. Metals) of which thefe
here fpecified are no mean Pars, Ileave to the Fitdz=
mene of all - And having premifed thefe, crave th
Readers Patience in perufal of the fallowin

When I had perfected this Tranflation of Gs
my Purpsfe was to have coneealed my Name; as
I did in the Tranflation of Royal and Praftical Chymsi-

A 2 | ‘ ﬁr_‘yﬁ.

EBER,




The Tranﬂafaf , &c.

Sty (which being my firft Effay in that kind of Learsm-
ing-, I muft confefs were not fo well performed, as
T intend that Book fhall be, if a Second. Impreffion
‘thereof be made in my Tsme) of Beguinus bis Tyroci-
nium, of Helvetius bis Golden Calf, all made publick
fome years fince; together with that of the Triumphant
Chariot of Antimony , with Ksrkringiushis Notes there-
on (though not the fmall Piece of Syzefius to it an-

dhibechibirdhihibddhdd

<>
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nexed ) lately publifhed : but finding fome tooready, §

as the faying is., to thruft their Sickle into another §

Mans Harveft, 1 amnow at length enforced here to §
fubjoyn my Name ; being refolved henceforth {otodo, §
whenfoever any other of the Works (through the §

1 Of the Inveftigation or Searvch of Pera

" favour of Géd) by e tranflated, fhall come tobe

expofed to publick View. For, befides the large

Volume of the Works of Ra.mund Lully, now ready |
for the Prefs (not to mention other Picces on various g

Subjeéts, of which I have tranflated many for private
Perfons ) 1 have Englifbed the greateft Part of the
Works of Paracelfis ; having compleated two of his
three Volumes, and about half the Third : which [
intend to finith (if GOD permit) asTime, Opportu-
nity , or Encouragement fhall be offered. Reader, 1
.could here mention more; bur confidéring that no
Muan harh any thing that he hath notreceived; and
rimely remembring that Poetical Admonition, I

——— Nullum decet ewléﬁtpe}bum 3
Qui fic sinflatur, deferic omne Bonum :

‘I here conclude, fubfcribing my fRIf (as I always
defiretobe) yourreal Friend =~ - 7

- 'Rirbdr_d;,R"éﬂ%ZI.f

May 3d.1678, From my
Houfe” at the Star in
New-market iz Wap-
ping, near the Dock. ~
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P ERFECTION.

The PREF ACE of the AU-
T HO R, Shewing the Reafons -
why he writ this BO O K.

E with continued and frequent
‘ dilzgence of Labour, and great
Study equivalent, not without moft pro-
Jound and [erious thoughts, &c. expofe
publickly to your view, the Inveftigation
of this mofl noble Science, that the (ub-
fequent Volummns may the better and morve
clearly be underflood by you ; and that
being umderflood, f[earched into, and
found, they may the move eafily and rea-

dily




dily be érougb,t‘tg effect. And becaufe,
zo find. out the:Reafon of Art, is another
thing, than to attempt and prove the [(uéd
Yilties and intrigues of t]aeﬁ things ; un
12 by operating, [earching, and exper:
encing, the intended compleatment be at-
tained : thevefore, whatfoever we founa
out by- things declirved ( I mean, of
things perfeiting Art) we bave bere
written according tothe intention of our]
Mend.  Tet, let no man. think that we
compofed this Inveftigation ébefore our
Book; which is Irtsituled; The Sum of
the Perfec¥ion of the Magiftery ; i
which, whatfoever we (4w andhbandled,)
e bave compleatly defcribed, according|
2o the Order of Science, with Experience]
and certain Knowledg, which we ge-
guived &y -our Scrutiny, exerci[eéd bt
the Effects of Naturul and  Mind¥al
Tbings, andthe-diver[e Tranfinutations
- apparent fn the Work. - And we bave
explained our Science before compofed,
wzth this Comment of Inveftigation,
which we {urpofe{y writ for that end -
-Lherefore , by right , this muft precede
- that, [eeing bv this Book I am to make
Enguiry abour the Thing Perfe&ing.

_ CHAP

(3)

CHAP L
Of Things Perfeiling and Corrupting

Meta!]z’cé Bodies.

Herefore , feeing this Scienie
treats of the Zmperfeil Bodies
of Minerals, and teacheth how

.. toperfect them ;. wein the firft
i - place confider two Things, viz.

Imperfeétion and Perfettion. About thefe twd

our Intention is occupied, and of them we

purpofe to treat: We compofe this Book of
Things perfeiting and corrzpting ( according as
we have found by experience ) becaufe Con=
traries {€t near edch other, are the more ma~
nifeft. S B | n ; )
The Thing which perfelts in Ainerals, is the
fubftance of Argenmivive and Swulphbzr propor-
tionably commixt, by long and temperate de-
coction in the Bowels of clean, infpiffate, and
fixed Earth ( Wwith confervation of its Radical
Hymidiry not corrupting ). and brought to a
folid . fufible Subftance, with due Ignition; and
rendred Malleable. By the Definition of this
WNature perfeCting, we may more eafily come
to the Knowledge of the 74ing corrupting.

~ And this is that which is to be underftood i

a contrary Senfe, viz. the pure fubfparce of
' B 2 Salphny




b it .~ A s )

~(-4)

Sulphsir and Aggenmiw, without due Propor-
, or not fufficiently deco¢ted’

tion commixe
in the Bowels of unclean, not rightly infpiffate
nor fixed Earth , having a Combuftible and
Corrupting Humidity, and being of a rare and
porous Subftance; or having Fufion without
due Ignition, or no Fufion, and not fufficient-
1y Malleable.

The firft Definition I find intruded in thefe
two Bodies, wiz. in Sol and L#»a, according
to the Perfection of each : but the fecond in
thefé four, viz. Tin, Lead, Copper and Iron,
according to the Imperfection of each. And
becaufe thefe Imperfet Bodies are not redu-

- cible to Sanity and Perfeftion, unlefs the con-

grary be operated in them ; that is, the Mani-
feft be made Occult, and the Occult be made
Manfeft: which Operation, or Contrariation,
is made by Preparation, therefore they muft
be prepared, Superfluities in them removed,
and what is wanting fupplied; and fo the
known Perfection inferted in them. ButPer-
fect Bodies need not this preparation ; yet
they need fuch Preparation, as. that, by which
their Parts may be more Subtiliated, and they
reduced from their Corporality to a fixed Spi-
#ituality. The intention of which is, of them
to make a Spiritual fixed Body, that is, much
more attenuated and fubtiliated than it was
before. Of all thefe Preparations ( accor-

ding to our Iswvefigation) we fhall fufficient-

Iy treat in ctheir proper Place in this Book.
: What'

C 3D

What fhall be (as is hereafter mentioned)

fufficiently prepared, will be fit to make the

white or great Red Elixir with.

"CHAP. 1l

Of the Stome of Philofopbers, that it

Zs one only, for the White, and for
the Red, and from «what Things it is
extratted, And of the Poffibility
and Way of Perfeition,

E find Modern Artifis to defcribe to

us one only Stone, both for the Whire

and for the Red; which we grant to be true :
for in every Elixir, that is prepared, White
or Red, there is no other Thing than d»-
gentwive and Swmlphur, of which, one cannot
act, nor be, without the other: Therefore
it is called, by Philofophers, one Stone, al-
though it is extracted from many Bodies or
Things. Forit would be a foolith and vain
thing to think to extra¢t the fame from a
Thing, in which it is not, as fome infatuated
Men have conceited ; for it never was the
Intention of Philofophers : yet they fpeak ma-
ny things by fimilitude. And becaufe alt -
tallick_Bodies are compounded of Argentvive

. =and Swulphur, pure or impure, by accident,

B3 and
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Swuperfinity , and fupply the Deficiency in

fect Bodies. But Prepayation is}f:liver%ﬁedPsg—
cording to the Diverfity of things indigent

¥or experience hath taught us diverfe ways.

of alting, wiz. Calcinarion, Sublimarion > De-

fceffﬁa;_z, Solution, Diftillation, Coagulation, Fix..}
atson and Inceratzon : All which we 'f‘uﬂi,ci;ent; j
ly declare in the Sum of the Perfettion of the

Magiftery. For thefe are Works helpful in

Preparation.

?nd not innate in their firft ‘Nature ; thepe?.:
fore, by convenient Prepavation, °*tis poffible
to take away fuch Impurity. For the Ex-
Poliation Of Accidents is not impoffible : there.
fore, the end of Preparation is, to rake away

1 (7D
by gentle Fire, Calcine the Congelate for a
Pay and Night in Maderate Fire, and keep

it for ufe.

Cleanfing of Salt—.dl)@li{; .

Salt- Alkali is 10 cleanfed as Common-Salt,
and it is Sagimen Vitri. Firft it is ground,
and then the whole diflolved in Comsinzon Wa-
ter hot: afterward Filtred, Cagngealed, and
Calcined with moderate Fire.. :

Cleanfing of Salt-Gems.

Firft it is ground, and then proceeded with
as with Comimon-Salr. '

Cleaning of Salarmoniac.
Grind it firft with the Preﬂpsztio}z' of Coomz-

CHAP IIL

Of Things bel, 14g the Preparation, and

of theiv Cleanfing.

T [ Hings helping Preparation ére .

] _ € thefe A
A all kinds of Salr, Al_lax;.r, Atrﬁnf;z’:f
allo Glafs, Borax, and what are of this N

##re, and moft fharp Vinegar and Fire,
Cleanfing of Common Salt. ._

Common Salr is cleanfed thus:  Firf
) mon Salr . hus: Firft b
“""’ﬂ and caft ic combuft into hot Warer 'topgg
gillolved; filter the Solution, which congeal

by

mon-Salt cleanfed; then let it be fublimed in
an high Boedy and Head, until it all afcend
pure. Afterward diflolve it upon a Perphiry
in the open ir, if you would of it make
Water ; or keep the Szblimate {ufficiently pure,

Cleanfing of other Salgs.

There are divers other kinds of Sa/ found,
which are Prepared and Cleanfed; as above 1s
faid. < o

Cleanfing of Allowss.

Firft of Roch-dllsm : Many Things may be

Prepared by it, without its Cleanfing; yet

it may be Cleanfed thus: Put it in an Alem—
o B 4 pock.
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beck , and extract its whole Humidity
- is of great avail in this Ars.

1o referved clean, -
Cleanfing of Famenonus Alloms.

7@menonus Allows is Prepared as the former:
but in this Art it'is of greater vertue. There
are found yet many other Aloms, all which
are Prepared and Cleanfed as above is faid,

Cleanfing of .Atraments.

Firft of Black .4trament, which is thus Clean-
fed: Firft, It muft be diffolved in clean 7;-
megar, afterward Diftilled and Coagulated.
Or let it be firft Diftilled by .Alembeck, and
all its Humidity extratted. The Feces Calci-
ned'in this Diftillation, muft be refolved up-
on a Porphiry, or diffolved in their own Wa-
ter, and then Coagulated. Or that Wazer (if
the Artift fowills ) referved,

Cleanfing of Copperas.

_Copperas or Vitriol , is Cleanfed as Black
Atrament ; yet Black -Atrament hath greater
Earthinefs than the Green. There are divers
Atraments, and they are found of divers Co-
lonr, which are all Cleanfed as the aforefaid.

of

» Which
The Feces re-
maining in the Bottom, may be difloived up-
on a Porphiry-Stone, in {fome Humid Place, or
in Water, which may be thence extracted, and|*

(9.
Of Glafs and Boraces.

Glafs and Bam_ce;,’ if made in a due mang
ner, need not Preparation.
s

The Cleanfing of moft fbarp Vinegarsd

Vinégars, of what kind foever, acute and
harfh, are Cleanfed by Subtiliation; and their
Vittue, or Effect, is Meliorated by Diftil-
lation. Of the Cleanfing dnd Furifying of
all the aforefaid, we have now fufficiently
fpoken : with which the Imperfett Bodies may
be Prepared, Purified, Meliorated, and Subti-
liated, by Fire always duly Mediating.

oy

CHAP. IV
of ?reparétz'on and Melioration of Bo-

dies in G em’ral.

THEY are Prepared and Depurated by
the aforéfaid, according to the Intenti-
on of Fire in this manner: Thefe imperfect
Bodies have fuperfluous Humidities, and a com-
‘buftible Sulpbureiry, with Blacknefs generated
in them, and corrupting them: alfo they have
in them an Unclean, Feculent, Cqmbuftlble,
and very Grofs Earthines, impeding Jlugrefs
and Fufion. Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are
fuperfluous in the aforefaid Bodies, whxc;% 31;';




found to be in them, by our Experience, and
certain and ingeniouls Jvveffigation. And be-
caufe thefe Superfluities have accefs to thefe
Bodies accidentally, and not radically; and
the Supoliation of _dccidentals is paffible ;
therefore it behoves us, with Artificial Fire,
~ by the aforefaid cleanfed Things, to remove
all Superfluous dccidents, the only Radical
Subffance of <Argentvive and Sulpbur remain-
ing. This is the intire Preparation, and per-
fect Deperration of Imperfe Bodies. The Afe-
Lioration, Purification and Subtiliation of thefo
( the pure Subftance remaining ) are effeé-
ed many ways, according as the Elxir re-
quires,

Therefore, the way of Preparing and Pu-
rifying in General, is this » Firft, With Fire
pProportional, the whole Superfluous and Cor-
rupt Humidity in their Eflence muft be eleva-
ted ; alfo their fubtil and burning Superfluity
removed : and this by Caloination. Afterward,
the whole Corrupt Subftance of their Super-
fluqus burning Hymidity and Blacknefs remain~
ing in their Calx, muft be corroded with
thofe aforefaid Cleanfed, Corrofive, Acute,
or Harth Things, until the Calx be White
or Red (or coloured according to the Na-
ture and Property of the Body ) and clean
and pure from all Superfluity or Corruption.
Thefe Calxes muft be Cleanfed with thefe
Corrofives, by Grinding, Imbibing and Wafh-
ing, Afterward, the whole unclean Earthi-

’?‘?['?'?

E ity 5 and this

( 1x ) |
nef buftible and Grofs Feculency
ggft %gdtag;?l away, and depofited with the
aforfaid Cleanfed or Pure Things, not léav_lng
Metallick Fzfian 5 they being commlx‘czl ’ a;l

well ground together with the aforefai ha' ;:,
depurated in the aforefaid manner. Folr t eifi*i
in the Fufion or Reduition Of the sz,x,G wf
retain with themfelves the aforefaid Grofs
and Unclean Earthinds, the Body rgmamfllng'
pure, Cleanfed from all Corrupting Superflu-
by Defcending. T

“The way of Adclivrating and Subtilsating ht c
pure Subftance of thefe, 1s 1n Genergl this :
Firft, this Purged and Reduced Body is again

d Calcined with Fire ; and this by the AMunda-

tive helps aforefaid: and then, with fuch of

| thefe as are Solutive it muft be diffolved. For

is Water is our Stone, and .Argentvive Of Adr-
."gil:nt?)i'ye, and S#lpbur of Sulphnur, _a.l!?ﬁrac.l&ed
from the Spiritual Bedy, and Subti 1ated 'gr
Attenuated ; which may be Meliorate .tg
comforting the Elemental Virtzes in llt'x, ‘1?{\7.1 h
other prepared Things, that are of the llﬁe
of its own Kind ; and by augmentmgdt e
Colour, Fixion, Weight, Purity, Fafion, an'f%}f
‘other 'Things which appertain to a perfe

Elixir. Andthis isthe way (by us only fo}lpd
out ) of the Preparation, Depuration, Subotiliz-
-tion and Melioration of Mineral Bodies in Ge-
neral. Now we pafs to the Special or Particular
Preparation of every Imperfet Body, with all
its Methods, as allo of the Perfelt ﬂéﬁzgﬁ

?Bo__d:ies? And ﬁg‘ﬁ of fﬂfiff?:i
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CHAP. V.

]‘ Upiter is manifoldly prepared, yet beit in this

fufficient for good Fufion of the Body ; ftir-
ring the Liquefied Body with an

rifeth, and again fitring the Bedy , in that

Superficies be
- tity of that Scum or Powder ; which take off,
and again continue ftirring until the whole
Body be reduced to Powder.
and replace it again in the Farnase, addin
Fire, not exceeding the Fire of its Fufion,
and ftir it often.
ciuation for a day Natural, or thereabouts, un-
til its whole Accidental and Superfluous Hy-
midity be abolithed, with its Combuftible and
Corrupting Sulphur. For the Fire elevates
and confumes every Fugitive and inflamable
Subftance : then often well wafh it with the
aforefaid, #z:/z. with Common-Salt Clearifed,
and .A4om, and with Purified and Harfh 73~
megar, and dry it at the Sun, or in the .A4ir;
and then again Grind, and Warfh, and Dry d‘
' an

Of the Preparation of Iin in Special,
manner : Put itin an apt Veflel in a Fur-
#ace Of Calcination, and under it make Fire

Iron Spatula
full of holes, and drawing off the Scum that

heat of Fire equally induring, until on the
gathered together a good quan-

This Powder fift,

Keep it in this Fire of Cal- §

. 8
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fnd do this time after time, until by the acul-
ty of the Salts, Alloms, and Vinegar, its whole
Humidity, Blacknefs, andUncleannefs, {hall be
confumed, corroded and done away. Thisbe-
ing done, add Glafs beaten to Powder,. to thefe
aforefaid , and when you fhall have impafted
the whole together , then with fufficient Fire
make it flow in a Crxcible with an hole inits
bottom , fet within another, and the pure and
clean Body will defcend , t}}e_ whole eartl:n!y
and feculent Subftance remaining above with
the Glafs, and Salts, or Allqms s for in that Boedy
defcended and reduced, isan equal and per~
fet Proportion of clean Argentvive and white
Sulphur notburning ; becaufe Fire and the Cor-
rofivé3 have divided the whole Humidity , and
fugitive, and inflamable, and corrupting Sub-
ance and Blacknefs ; and through that Difcen-
fory, by the pafting with Salrs , Alloms, and

& MG/afs, the whole feculent earthy Subftance is

feparated ," the pure Subftance with its Propor-
tion remaining. | .
%fterward cglcine this pure reduced Body a-
gain , with pure and clean Salarmoniac , until
it be in weight equal, or thereabout, When
it fhall be well and perfeétly calcined , then
grind the whole welland long upon a Perphiry-
ftone, and placeit inthe open Air, in acold and
bumid places or in GlafsVeffels, in a Farnace of
Solution, or in Ho¥fe-dung , until the whole
be diflolved ; augmenting the Szl if need be.
This Water we ought to honour, foritis W}::.;
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We feek for the White. Thefe may ﬁlﬂice to
fpoken of the Preparation of Tin.

CHAP VL
of tée-Trqparatz‘oﬂ of Saturn.

LEad is thus prepared , Setit’in a like Fur
4 naceOf Calcination , {tirring it , while i
flux , as youdid the 772 , until it be converted

to a moft iine Powder : Sift this, and again fet if

in the Fire of its Calcination, as aforefaid, unti

its Fugitive and Inflamable Subftance be abo-
-lithed. Afterwards take out your red &aix |
which imbibe and grind often , with Commo
Salr cleanfed ; and Atrament purified, and ven

harth Pinegar. For the Red youmuft ufe thefd

as youdid for ithe White , with Comsmon Salt:

Famenous Allom, and Vinegar : : Alfo asof Tinis
faid, your Matter muft be often imbibed, dryed;

and ground, until by benefit of the aforefaid,

this faid uncleasinefs be totally removed: then
mix Glzfs with thefe aforefaid, andas you did
with the 7in caufe the pure Body to defcend ;
that defcending ir may be rediced. Again;
Calcineit with: pure Salarmoniic (as of ,?zzpitﬁ.
s {aid) and: moft fubtily grind and diffolve it
by the way aforefaid. Forthat is the Waterof
Argentvive and Sulphur proportionally made ,
which we ufe in Compofition of the Red E-
: dizir.

-may fuffice. -

C 13 )
lizir. Thefeof the the Preparation of ‘Sat#rn ;

S S

. CHAP VIL .
Of the Preparation of Venus.

Enszs or Copper, 1s ‘this way prepared :
Make a Lay of Common Salt well cleanfed

in a Crucible, and upon that put a pieceof .

Copper Plate, and over that a Lay of Salt, and
then more of the Plate ; and fo continually,
until the F¢ffel be full : which being covered
and firmly luted , place in a Farnace of Calci—
nation, for one day Nstzral ; then take it out
and feparate and fcrape off what fhall'be Cal-
cined 3 and again Calcine the Plares with New
Sals , as before, repeating the Calcination {0 of-
ten, as until all the Platesthall be confumed ,
and corroded by the benefit of the Salt and
Fire: for:the iSulr corrodes the fuperfluous Hx-

midity and €Combuftible Sulphureity ,  and the

Fire ‘elevates the Fugitive and Inflamable: Sub-
france with -due Proportien. Grind this calei-
ned mattér to amoft fubrile Powder , and walh
it with Pihegar ;5 untilthe Water come from: it
free from Blacknefs. Another time imbibe ig
Wwith new S4/t and Pinegar, and Grind, ‘and
after Contrition (or Grinding) putit in-a Cal-
‘eining Furnace, inan openFejfel, andletit i}‘ax;g
‘e . t‘ c

T, T o
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there three days Natural ; then take it ourang
Grind it very well and fubtily , and weli and
long wath it with Pinegar, until it fhail be
€leanfed and purged from all Uncleannefs. This

being done, dry it well in the S#n, then add tof

it half its weight of Salarmoniac, well and long
Grinding, until it be an impulpable Subffasce.
Then expofe it to the open Air, or fet it in
Horfe-dung to be diflolved , until whatfoever
18, there fubtile fhall be diflolved ; anew ad-
ding clean Salarmoniac ; if need fhall be, until
the whole be made Wauter. Hononr this Water,
which we name the Water of fixed Sulphur ,
‘with which the Elxsr is tinged to Infinity.
Thefe of the Preparasion of Venns, |

 CHAP. VIIL
- Of the Preparation of Mars.

..M.Arsorlron, is beft prepared thus: Let it be
37 Qalcined as Penws , with Common Salt
cleanfed,andletit be wathed with pure Pinegar ;
being wathed, dry it in the Sws, and when
-dryed, grind and imbibe it with new S«/r and
Vinegar , and then put it in the fame Furnace,
asof Venus is faid ,
- this Solution , wiz, The Water of fixed Sulpbur,
wonderfully augmenting the Colosr of the E-
Lixir. Thefe may fuffice to be fpoken of the
Lreparation Of Imperfeét Bodics, CHAP.

for three days.. Honosur}

C1i7)

~ CHAP IX
Of the T?‘Efzzr(ztz'm" cj | Soi;

" Erfect Bodies need not Preparation, 1n relati-
1 onto their further Perfeition, being perfect
but that they may be more fubtiliated, and at-
enuated , we adhibit this Preparation to them 2
- K¢ Solor Gold beaten into thin Plates, and
with them and Common Sale very well prepared;
make Lay lipon Lay in a Pefel of Calcination,
which fétr into a Farnace and Calcine well for
threedays, until the whole be fubtily Calcined ;
then take it out , grind it well, wafth it with

inegar,and dry it in the S#n, afterward grind
it well with half its weight of cleanfed Salsr-
moniac 5 then fet it to be diflc’~ed, until the
whole (by thebensfit of Common Salts and .Ar-
mwoniac ) be diflolved into a moft clear Warer.
This is the precious Feyment for the Red Elixir;
and the true Body made Spiritnal.

C H A P. X.
Of the ‘P-rf_pdrdt'ioncf Luna.
[ Una or Silver, is fibtiliated and attehﬁsftécf

* and reduced to Spiritnality , in manner as
= above

o o \
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above is faid of Sel. Therefore in all agd €3
very part of the Work, do the famé€ init8 Szb-
tiliation, as youdid with the Gold. And this Wa-
zer of Lzna diflolved, is the Ferment for the
White Elixir, made Spiritual.

. 'I CH .'A_',::P'. X I.';

Of the Properties of the Gieater Elixir|

WE ‘have now fufficiently determinatec
¥V ' the Preparation and Subtiliation of _per-
feCt Bodjes, - that every Difcréet Operator may
be enabled to attain his Zutention.  Therefore

Yet him-artend to the Properties and Ways of Aéti
on of the Compofition of the Greater Elixir :§

For we endeavour to makeone Swbffance, yet
compounded and conrpofed of many ; O per-
manently fixed , that being put upon theé Fire,
the Fire cannotinjure ; andrthar it may be iiix-
ed with Agetals in Flzx, and flow with them,
and enter with that which in themiscf anin-
greflible S#bftance, and be permixed with that,
which in them is of a permixable Suéffance ; and
be confolidated with that, which in themis of
a confolidate Suéftance; and be fixed with that,
which in themis of a fixable Sxbffance; and
not be burned by thofé T4ings which burn not
Gold and Silver; andtake away Confolidations

and Weights with due Ignition.

Yer you muft not think all this can be efffég
. ¢
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ed by Preparation at once, in a very fhort
Time , as a few Dayes and Honrs ; but in re-
fpect of other AModirn Phyficians , and alfoin
refpelt of the Operation of Nature, the VPerity
of the Work is {ooner terminated this way.
Whence the Philofopher faith, It is a Aedicine
yequiring a long [pace of tim:. Wherefore I tell
you, you mulft patiently fuftain Labonr, be-
caufe the work will be long; and indeed Fe-
Jtination is from the Dewils part : Therefore let
him that hath not Paticnce defift from the Work,
for credulity will hinder him making overmuch
hafte. And every Natural Attion hath its deter-
minate Meafure and Time, inwhich it is ter—
minated., wz. inagreater or leffer fpace. For
this Work Three Things arcneceflary, namely;
Patience, Length of Time, and Aptunefs Of Inftrss-
ments ;3 of which we fpeak to the Artificer, in
the Sum of the Perfeition of onr Magiftery , in
divers Chaprers , wherein he may find them, -
if he be {ufficiently skilled in our Works. In
which, by manifeft and open Iroof we con-
clude, that Qur Stome is.no other than a Fetent
(or fruitful) Spiric and Living Water, whichwe
have named DryWater, by Natural Proportion
cleanfed ,and united with fuch Union, that they
can never be abfenr each from other. To which
two muft alfo be added a third, for abbreviating
the Work ; thatis a perfect Bsdy artenuared.

g2 - THE
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the Matter and Forxme of Pérfelt Bodics (from

Jthe Radix of their Commixtion, unto their

The E})z'logue and Conclitfion of the IVork.

Herefore from the above premifed, the

-  Things are manifeft in which the Periry
of the Work 1s nigh ; and we have confidered
Things perfecting this Werk, by our true Invefti-
gation, with certain Experience, whereby we are
aflured , That all the Words are true, which are
now (by usonly) written in our Polumns , ac-
cording as we found by Experiment and Rea-
fon , relared in the fame : But thote Things
which by our, Experiznce we have operated,
feen with our Eyes, and handled with our
Hands, We have writ in the S#m of the Per-
fection of Onr Adagiftery. Therefore, let the Sa-
prent Areificer ftudioully perufe Our Books, col-
lecting Our difperfed Zutention, which We
havedefcribed in divers places, :that'We might
not expofe it to Malignanrt and Ignorant e ;
and let him prove his Collettiok’ even unto
Knowledse , Studying and Experimenting with
the Inftance of Ingenisses Labonr, tillhe come to
an intire Underftanding of the whole. l.etthe
~Artificer exercife himfelf, and find ourt this
now ("in great Love )} propofed Way of Inve-

Comipleatment) to be pure without any fuper-
venient Corruption. We have alfo, in a con-
trary Senfe, confidered the Sxbffance of Bodies
imperfect and perfect, tobe oneevery where,
Viz. Argentvive and Sulpbur 5 which are pure
and clean before their Commixtion : And by
this Confidcration, through Our own Exercife ,
We found the Corruption of imperfect Bodies,
accidentally to haveaccefs; and that thisgave
a new and corrupted Form: For when We
have feen imperfect Bodies by Our Experience
and Ingenaity, prepared and cleanfed from all
fuperfluous Corrzptionand Fugitive Urcleannefs,
deliberate and terrefirial, We found them of
greater Clearnefs and Brightnefs, or Prrity, than
Bodies paturally perfet , not prepared. By
which Confideration We came to the perfect
and compleat end of this Science, which We
have perfeCtly deferibed in Our Books. There-
fore be Studious in them, and you will find
Our whole Science, which We have.abbrevi-
ated out of the Bosks of the Ancients.

The end of this Inveftigation,

Jtigation, by Qur Confid:-r.ation s and alfo ac-
quire a plenary Knr»l:dse of the Verity of the
perfeCling ard corrupting Adztter and Form,
For We in Qur Jnveftigation, have confidered

’ the
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G E B E R,
The Famous Arabian Prince

and Philofopher,
Of the Sum of
PERFECTION,
OR, OF THE -

PERFECT MAGISTERY:

Two Books.

The Firft Book.

Zhe PREF ACE, Zouchin

7. E 1 E, g the Way o

Defcribing this ART, andof t%of{
that are fit DI SCIP L E S. )

4 . Ur whole Science of Chymiftry » Which,

| witha divers Comzpilation, out of the
Books of the Ancients, Wehave ab-
~_ breviated in our Volumes; We here
reduce into one S#m. And what in other Books
written by Us is diminifhed, that We have fuffi-
ciently

C=3) .
ciently made up,in the Writing of this Our Book,
and fupplied the Defeét of them very briefly.
And what was abfconded by Us in one Part,that
We have made manifeft in the fame Part,in this
our Polume 3 that the Compleatment Of {0 Excel-
{fent and Noblea Part of Pkilofophy , may be
apparent to the Wife. | ,

Therefore, Moft dear So»z , know , that in
this Work the whole Operation of OGur Art is
fufficiently contained in General Heads, with
an Unsverfal Difcourfe , without any Diminu-
tion. And he, who fhall operate accordingto
this Book , he fhall (through God) with Joy
find , that heis come to the true end of this Arz.
But you muft alfo know, that he , whoin him-
{elf knows not Natural Principles , is very re-
mote from our 4r¢ ; becaufe hehath not atrue
Root ,- whereon to found his intention. And he,
who knows his Natural Principles, and all
Canfes of Minerals , yet hath not acquired
the true Erd and Proficiency of this Art; hath
a more ecafie Accefs to the Priuciples of this
Art , than he who isignorant in his Iurention
of the Adetbod of his Work, and is but a lit-
tle remote from the Entranceof Arr. Buthe
who knows the Principles of all Things, and the
Canfes of Minerals, and the Way of Genera-
tion ; which confifts, according to the Inren—
tion of Nature , is indeed but a very little
fhort of the Complearment of the Work ; with—
out which our Sciesce cannot be perfect: be-
caufe Arc cannot imitate Nature in all Works ,
oo T : C a 7T bhusg




but imitates her as exactlyas it can. There

fore moft dear Son, We difcover a Secret tq
%ou » Viz. That Artificerserre in this, namely,
‘That they defire to imitate WNatwrein all Dif-
erences Of the Propertiés of Aétsan, Wherefore
fabour ftudioufly in Our Poelumes, and endea-
- vour to ponder them very often in your AZind,
that you may acquire the true fatemtion of Our
Words ; becaufe in them you may find whereon
to eftablith your own Aind , and by them
know how to efcape Errérs, and in what vou
imay be able to ‘imitate Nature in the Artificg
of your Work, S

The ‘Divifion of this Firft Book into
" Four Parts.

Flrﬂ » We intend briefly to fet down all -

" pediments 'by which the _Artificer is im- |

peded in his Work, that he cannot reach. to
the true End: Alfo, in this Part we will fpeak
Of the Conditions of the Operaror of this 4rz.

" Secondly, We will difpute againft the Zgno-
rvant and Sopbifters , who by reafonof their
own Ignorance and Unskilfulnefs in their Search
after the Magiftery, and the Proficiency of this
wArt, damn the Arrit {elf, and contend that
it hath ho being, oris not. Burt in this part

We fet down all their Reafons , and afterward |

moft evidently confute the fame; (o that it

will
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will be fufficiently evident to Wife Afex, thae
heir Sophifnes are void of Truth.

Thirdly , We intend to Difcourfe of Natsral -
Principles, thatare acccrding to the Intention
of INature ;3 and in that Part We treat of the
Way of Generation and Mixtion of them each
with other , in the Work oOf INature, and of
their £ ffeéts ; according to the Opinion of An-
cient Philofophers. ‘

Founrthly » We will demonfitrate the Princi-
ples , wiich are according tothe Intention of
this Our i+erk ; in which We are able toimi-
tate WNatare , and the way of mixing and alte-
ring, congruous to Nature, with its Caxfes, to
be reduced to the Intest of Qur Work.

- -

The Firft Part of this Firft Book, treat,
ing of theImpediments which hinder
the Artifts from attaining to the true
End of this Art.

-

CHAP L

The Divifron of Impediments.

He Impedimems incident to this Work, are
generally two, viz. Natnral Impotency ,

and Defeét of Neceffary Expence, or Oc‘cufﬂt‘zon&g
SR | S an




and Labours. YetWe fay, Natural Impotency is

Manifold; viz. Partly from the Organs of thelf

Artiff, and partly from his SoxZ. From the Or-
gan of the Artificer, it is alfo manifold; for ej-
ther the Orgar is weak, or wholly corrupted
And it is manifold from the Impotencies of the
Sonl; cither becaufe the So#l is perverted in the
Organ (having nothing of Rettitude, or Reafon in
it felf) as the Soxul of a AMadinfatuate Aax 3 or
bcecaufe it is Fanraftical, unduly fufceptive of
the Contrary of Forms, and fuddenly extenfive
from one T%ing knowable, to its oppofit, and
from one Will to its oppofit likewife. |

CHAP. IL

| Of the Lmpediments of this Work, from
the Part of the Body of the Artificer.

E have already generally determined the
Impediments of this Work ; but now in

this Chapter, We fpeak ina more fpecial man-
ner, and more plainly declare to you all
thofe Imped:iments moft fully, yet with brevity,
Therefore We fay, if any AZaz have not his
Organs complear, he cannot by himfelf come
to the Conzplzatm:nt of this Work ; no more
than if he were Blind or wanted his Limbs ;
becaufe he is not helped by the AMembers:
by meditation of which, as miniftring to Na-
ture,

(27)

ure, this Art is perfeCted. Andif the Body of
he Artificer be weak, fickly, and feaverith ; or
like the Bodies of Leprous perfons, whofe Mens<
bers fail ; or of Aexn at'the laft point of Life, or
worn out with decrepit old Age ; he cannot
attain to the Compleatment of the Arr, There-
fore the Artift is hindered in his Intention, by
thefe Natural Impotencies of the Body.

1

CHAP. IIL.

Of the Impediments from the part of
ftl?f' Arrz_rﬁs Sozl. z

WE premifed one Chapter, in which we

abfolutely and manifeftly declared the
Impsdiments depending on the part of the Bo-
dy of the' Artificer: It now remains, that
we briefly declare the Impediments from the
Part of his Ses/, which moftly hinder the com-
pleatment of this Werk. Therefore, we fay,
he that hath not a Natural Ingenuity, and Soul,
fearching and fubtily {crutinizing Natxral Prin-
eiples,the Fundamentals of Nature,and Artifices
which can follow Nurzre,in the properties of
her A4ction, cannot find the true Radix of this
moft precious Science. As there are many who
have a fiiff Neck , void of Ingennity in every
pericrutation; and who can fcarcely under-
ftand Common Speech, and likewife with diffi-
guley learn Works vulgarly Common, Beéidrc?s
| thefe,




thefe, we alfo find many who have a Soul N = « :
cafily opinionating every Phantafie 5 bur whayJran he who is ignorant, or negligent in the
they believe they have found true, is all Phay, ffearch of Science, attain eafily to itz
taftick, deviating from Reafon, full of Error, B
and remote from Natural Frinciples : Becaufe .
their Braiy, repleat with many Fumofities, CHAP. IV. .
;_e}::mot rcflgg‘we; the ,t;'[l‘Je Igt:_;gion I;)f Nataral . - i ) ) '
IR, herc are gllo, befides thefe, othe prozr gl T ; , ; ; yA
who have a Sowl movz;ble, from Opinion tlg'f Exlernal .Impn:’&ﬁ LS 6dza'r,7¢g e
Opinions, and from Wil to Wills ; asthofe, whol Work Of this art.
fuddenly belieye a Thing, and will the fame,} . : -
without any Ground at all of Reafor ; but aff E have to two Heads reduced all Fm=
little after thar, another Thing : and do like-§ ediments vetarding the Ernd of this
wife believe another, and will another. And4, which all arc from Radical Principl:s
the(€ are fo changeable,that they can fcarcely pecording to the Natwre of the Arrificer of
accomplfifth the {eait of that they intend ; butffhis moft precious Exnfizsfs. Thercfore, it con-
rather leave it defetive. There are likewifeferns Us now at length to declare the iz-
ped:ments externally fupervenient, and happen-

P

Others, who cannot fée any Truth in Na- : . :
ng by Cklances and Cafuzalries, by which, this -

tural Thinzs,'no more than Beafts; as if they N
were Witlyfs, AMad-men and Children. ‘There o{? G'l'oria-ﬂ.r I'I-'o_rk 18 hmderec_]. We fee fome
are Others alfo who contemn the Science, and fJubtil and ingenious ﬂ{m,'skxlledm the Werks
think it not to be ; whom in like manner this pf Natzre, and, as far as is poflible, follow-
Science contemns, and repels them from the s of her, in her Principles and Werks 5 in
End of this moft precious Work. And there hom alfo is an Inw:ftigarion not Phantaffick,
are Some, who are Slaves, loving Money, n all Things beneath the LZunar Circl:, thac
who do affirm this te be an admirable Science, fr¢ regulated by the AM.rions and Attions of
but are are afraid ta interpofit the Nec‘tﬂkr]’ atyre: Yet thefe, opprefled with cxtream
Cbharges. Therefore, although they approve foverty » and lying under a Difpenfation of
it, and according to Reafor feck the fame, yet [##zency,. are compelled to poftjone or neg-
to the Experience of the Work they attain not et this Excellont Magiffcry.  There are many
through Covetoufthefs of Money : Therefore, Dthers  befides the' abovelaid Curicees Afen,
this Our Sci:mce comesnot tothém. For how Retained by the various Cafes and Sokicitad:s
T e 2 g P this Wrld, occupying themfelves whelly
.—..‘ e & in
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in Secuslar Bufines ; from whom this our pre
cious Science withdraws her fclf.
Now, from the premifed Heuads, 2tis {0f5g
ently manifeft what are the Lwmpediments hi
dring AZen from this .Are.

| CHAP. V.
T/ae Conclufion of this Firft Part, coy

taining the Qualifications of the 4

tificer.

| Herefore, from what is abovefaid, w
‘ conclude, that the 4ytificer of this Wer
ought to be well skilled, and perfect in ti
Sciences Of Natural P/ailofop/g] : becaufe, ho
much Adoney foever he hath, and althoug
he be endowed with a naturally profoun
Wit and Defire in this Areifice, yet he canno
attain his Ewnd, unlefs. he hath by Ecarn
acquired Natural Fhilofopby. For the defel
of that which is not acquired by Natwural In
Zensity, muft be {upplied by Learning. There
fore the Artificer muft be helped by moft deg
Search, and Natnral Induftry. For, by reafo
of his Learning only, how much foever o
Science he hath acquired, unlefs he be alf;
helped by Natural Induftry, he will not bé in
vited to O precious a Banguet, By his In
duftry, he muft amend his Erroxr in the poin
¢

P n—

, (31)

to which he will be ignorant how to apply
a Remedy, if he rely only upon his Learning :
o likewife, he may remedy his Errenr in the
Point, from his Knowledg acquired by Natz—
ral Learning, which by Induftry only he can-
not avoid; becaufe A4rt is helped by Ingenz-
#ty, and Ingennity by Art likewife.

- Alfo it is neccflary for him to be of a con-

‘ftant Will in his Work, that he may not pre-

fume to attempt this now, and that another
time : becaufe our A4rt confifts not, nor is
perfected in a Mulritude of T%ings. For there
i1s one Stomez, one Medieine, in which the Afz-
giftery confifts, to which we add not any ex-
tranecus 7hing, nor remove we cught ; ex-
cept that in Freparation we take away Super-
wiries.

Alfo he muft be diligent in the Work , per-

fifting to the final Con/umimzaticn thereof, that
g . 7]

he leave not off obruptly ;becaufe he can
acquire neither Knowledge nor Profic trom
a -diminifhed Work ; burt fhall rather reap De-
fperation and Dammage. :
he fhould know the Principles and Principal

Radixes of this Art, which are eflential to

the Werk : becaufe, he that isignorant of the
Beginnings, cannot find the Exnd4. And we fhew
vou all thofe Principles in a Difcourfe com-
pleat, and fufficiently clear and manifeit to
wife Men, according to the exigency of this
our Art. It is likewife expedient, the «Freiff
fhould be temperate and {low to duger, leaft
f he

It is alfo expedient
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he fiiddenly ( through the force of Rage )
fpoil and defiroy his Werks begun.

Likewife alfo, he muit keep his Adoney,
and not prefumptuoufly diftribuz~ i+ vainly,
feaft he happén not to find the «Are. and be
left in Adifery, and in the Delperzrice of Po—
verty 3 or at leaft, when (by his L iwent
£ndeavour ) he is come near ro the Evd of
his Adaziftery, his Adowuzy being il {pev: he
be forced to leave the€ Eaud ( miforacic Man
as he i1s ) uncompleated: Tor they, whoin
the Begianingy prodigally wafte their whole
Treafsre, when they draw nigh to the End,
have not wherewith to Labour. Whence fuch
Men are twofoldly overwhelmed with Grief,

viz. becaufe they fpent their Money in Things

unprofirable, and becaufe they loie the moft
noble Scienze which they were in queft of.
For you need nor to confume your Goods;
feeing you may come to the complearment
of ‘the AMagiftery for a {fmall price; if yoube
not ignorant of the Irinciples of .4vt, and
rightly underftand what we have declared to
vou: - Therefore, if you waflte your 3doney,
not minding our Admonitions, plain and ma-
nifeft, written in this Little Book, inveigh
nhot agamft Us; but impute what you fuffer
to your own Ignorance and Prcfumption. For

this Science agrees nov well with a AZz» poor |

and i1ndigent, bur is rather inimic¢al and ad-
verfe to him.

Nor fhould the Arriff endeavour to find
‘ . the

(33) .
the Sopbiffical end of his Werk , but be intent .
on the true Compleatment only ;- becaufe-our
Art is referved in the Divine Will of Ged, and
is given to, or with-held from,whom he will; -
who is Glorious, Swblime, and full of ‘all Fsu-
ice and Gosdnefs. And perhaps, for the pu-
nithment of your Sopbiffical Work, he denies
you_the Arr, and lamentably thrufls you in-
to the By-Path of Error, and from vyour Er-
yor into perpetual Iufelicity and Adifery: be-
caufe he is moft miferable and unhappy,
to whom ( after the End of his Work and
Labour ) GO D denies the fight of Zrath.
For fiich a Adan is conftituted in perpetuzl
Labonr, befet with all Misfortane and Infeli-

.city, lofeth the Confolation, Foy; and Delighs

-ofthis whole Time, and confumes his Life in
Grief without, Profit. Likewife, the A~
tiff;, when he- thall be in  his Work, fhould
fttidy to imprefs in his AMind, all Signs that

‘appear. in every Decoition, and to fearchout
-their Canfzs. : ‘

. Thefe are the Things neceffary for an Ar-
tificer fit for our _Art; but if any of thefe
‘Wehave declared be wanting in hign, he fhould
not approach to our .Arf.

A4
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The Second Part of this Firft Book:
_-in which ‘are related the Reafons o
- ‘Men denying this Art; which are 4f

terward .confuted. »

A Geneval Divifion of the 'Followziftg.-
'HAVing already in one Swm of this lit-

: tle Book comprifed all the Impediment
of this Wurk , and given you a Doéitrine fuf-

ficient for the Adberency Of this. Art: it i

now expedient, -according to the Tntention
of our Parpofe , to difpute againft -Saphi-
frers and Ignorant Aden. Firft, 'fettmg down
their Reafons, according as we promifed We

would do from the Beginning. Laftly ; Welf

‘eriervate all thofe Reafons {0, as it fhall be
evident to the Wife, that they contain No-
thing of Trath in thens. ,

+»  CHAP L
Tbe true Reafors of Mew fimply deny-
ing this Are. |

‘THere are divers who deny and dnnihilate
this .4rt. Some fimply, others only fup-

(]

— - (C35)

pofing it to be. For Some, fimply affirming
this - drt not to be, Sopbift.-cally ftrengrhen
their Argument, thus: They fay; there are di-
ftinCt Species and Diverfities of Things, becaufe
the Proportions, in Commixtion of Elcments
each with other, are divers and diftin¢t. For
an Afs 1s divers in Species from a AMan ; be-
caufe, in his Compofirion, he had a more di-
vers Proporesoan Of Elements. So alfo it is in
all other Diwerfiries of Things, therefore in

Minerals. Wherefore the Proportion of Things

Mixable (by which is acquired the Forms and
Ferfeition of the T4/nr ) being unknown, how
can we know both the Adixture; and to form
what is to be mixed ? But we are ignorant
of the true Proportion of the Elements of the
8¢l and Luna, therefore we muft be ignorant

how to form them. .
- In like manner, they alfo otherwife argue,
condemning our Aagiftery. For faythey, al-
though you. fhould know the Proportion of
Elemzents, yet the way of mixing them roge-
ther you khow ror; becaufe INature Procre-

- ates thefe in Caverns, in Mines, and in hidden

Places; therefore, feeing you know nor the
Way (or Adethsd ) of their Aixtion, you are
alfo ignorant how to make them. In like
fort, again they argue: Althongh you thould
duly know this, vet in the ..2&ion OF Adixtion
you underftand not how to equalize the -
gent Hear, by mediation of which the Thing
is {0 perfeted. Fot Narure hath a cectain

D z Suantity
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Qsantity of Hear, by which {lie brihgs Afe-
tals to a Being, the meafure of which you
know not. Even fo alfo you know not the
Differences of the Agent Canfes Of Nature;
without which, INature cannot truly perfect
her Intent. Therefore, thefe being unknown;
the whole Afethod of performing this Ares,
will be unknown likewife. "
. Further, they bring vou Reafon and Expe-
wrience : This Sciencs ({ay theyy hath been fo
long fought by wife Af:», that if it were
poflible to attain to it any-way, they would
a thoufand times, before now, have been AZ4-
Jter's of ite  Likewife allo, feeing Philofophers
{tem to tteat of it in their Polumes, yet in
them we find no Z#ath: *cis manifeft and

probable enough by this, that this Science is

not. So likewife, many Privces and Kings of
this World, having infinite Treaf#¥e, and abun-~
dance of Philofophers, have defired to attain
‘to this Science, yet could never reach to the
Fruit of this moft precious Ar+. This is a
Aufficient Argam:zn:, that the Art is frivolous
in its probation. Likewife, even in weak
Mixtions of Species, we cannot follow 2NVaz-
ture. For we know not how to form an
- Afs, and other like Things, the ALixt.ons of
which are weak, and manifeft (as it were)
. to the Senfes.  Wherefore alfo, We muft needs
“be much more ignorant, how to form the
Mixtisn of Metals, which is moft ttrong ;
and which is alfo wholly hid from our Senfes

: and
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and Experiences. The Sign of which is the
difficulty of Refolutions of Elements from
them. \

So alfo, We fee no Oxe transformed intg
a Goat, nor any one Specics tranfinuted in--
to another, or by any other reifice fo redu-~
ced. Therefore, feeing Merals differ in them-
felves, can you transform one into another,
according to its Specics, or of fuch a Species
make fuch a Species ? 'This feems to us fuffi-
ciently abfurd, and remote from the Ferity
of Natuval Principles, For, Nature perfects
Metalsinathoufand Years; but how cun you
in your Artifice of Tranfmutation, live a thon.,
fand years, fecing you are fcarely able to ex-
tend your Life to an Hundred? Yets if to
this, itbe thus anfivered,What Natszre cannot
perfect in a very long fpace of time, that
we compleat in a fhort {pace by our 4rri-
fee : For Art can in many Things fupply the
Defelt of Natuve., We fay again, That this
alfo is impoflible, efpecially in Mitals ; fee-
ing they ‘are moft fubtil Fumes which need
temperate Decoltion, that the proper Humidi-
{-in them may, according to Egmality, be
Infpiffate ( or Thickned) and not fly from
them, and leave thole Bsdies deprived of all
Humidity , by which-they receive Contufion,
or Compreffion and Extenfion. Therefore, if
you will bv your Artifice abbreviate the Time
of Decoétion of Nature, in Minerals and Afe-
tallick Bodies, you muft needs do this by Ex-
Y D 3 cely




cefs .of Hear; which which will not ade-
qQuatec, but rather diffipate and deftroy the
Hpmidity , diffolving it from ‘their Bodies. For
Temperate Hear only is Spiffative of Humidity,
and Perfeltive of Mixtion, not Hear exceeding.
- So likewife, the Being add Perfettion are
given from the Stars, as the firft’ Perficients,
moving the Nature of Generation and Corrup-

vion, to the Being and not Being of Species.
But this is’ done fuddenly, and in an inftant,
when one or more Stars, by their Motions,
come té a determinate Site in the Firmament,
by which the Being of Perfeftion is given : forf
every One thing acquires to it felf a Being,
in 4 moment, from a certain Site of the Stars.
And there is not only one Site, but many,
and divers each from other, as the Effeéts of
them are divers. And We cannot know the
Diyerfity and Diftinétion of thefe each from o-

thér ; becaufe to Us they are unknewn andfl

infinite.. How then will you fupply the De-
fect in your Work, being ignorant of the
Diverfity of Sites of the Srars, according ta
the Motion of them? And admit you did
know the cerrain Sizé of one or more Stars,
by which ' Perfeétion is given to Metals , yet
you could not perfeét your Work according
tO vour Intent. For 1 #5
of any Worg , for receiving Form by Artifice,
in an inftanc, but fucceflive. ' Therefore Form
€annot be given to the Work, the Preparation
peing not made in an Inffant. ’ i}

Like:
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Likewife alfo, in Things 2Matzral, this -is
the Order, viz. thatitis eafier to defiroy them
than makethem. Burwe can {carcely defiroy
Gold, how then can We prefume to Fabricate
the fame? . .

Therefore, by reafon of thefe Sephiftical
Reafons, and others lefs apparent than thefe,
they conceit they can deftroy this Divine
Art. All thefe are the Perfwafions of So-
phsfters, fimply denying the .4+ to be. But
the Reafons of thofe who deny 4r: from Sup-
pofition, 1 will fer down in the Szbfeqnent, to-
gether with the Refutations of them. Yet henite
We pafs ta the Refwtation of the Reafons here
Pofited: firft premifing our true Intention, in
order tQ the Complearment of the Work.

=

CHAP. IL

That it 5s not poffible, nor oyght to be
[uppofed, that Art can imitate Na-
ture in all Differences of Properties
of Acition. _Andcertain Inftruétions
touching the Friunciples of Metals.

[ Herefore We fay, the Prinziples, about which
Natyre imploys her Ations, are of a moft -

‘hard and moft firong Compofition: and the
Are Szlpbnr and Argentvive, as fome Philofo-

D 4 fbezg
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phers fay.  Wherefore, being of a moft hard
and moft fttong Coemipefition, they are alfo of
‘moft difficult Refolution’y but this is, that 7In
{piffation ( Or Thickning ) and - Induration (o
tHardning ) of them each with other, may be
ih fuch wifé made, that they may fuffer Con
¢afion and Extenfion, by Malleable Compnlfion,
‘and not be broken. ~ By this, no other thing
is-'meant, than that in Comwzixtion of the

-each with other, their Pifcons Humidity is pre
ferved by Succeflive Decoétion in the Adine,
Therefore moft IDéar Son, We give you this
Ricral Riule, viz, that Infpiffation of any Hu-
midity cannot’ be made, unlefs firft', with
‘the Humidity be made an Exaltation of the
FParts moft{ubtil; and alfo with the'fame Hg-
midity, Confervation of the Parts more Grofs
(if the Humidin Comimixtion exceed the Dry)
and a true Mixtion of the Dry and Humid,
that the Humidity miay be contempered by
. the Drynefs, and the Drynefs by the Humid;-
ty, and both bécome one S#bftance, Homoge-
neal inits Parts, temperate between hard and
foft, and extenfive in Cont#ficz. But this is
not.done, unlefs by Diutxrnal Mixtion of the
vifcous Huimidity, and (f{ubtile Earthinefs,
through their-leaft parts, until the Huymid
bpcom_e the fame with the Dry, and the
Dry with the Humid. And thé Refolution of
fuch a fubtil Pap.our is not {uddenly made,
but” very leifurely , and in, thoufands eof
Xzars; and that therefore, becaufe it is the
oL o A T Uniform

~ “«

Z)n;:form Subftance of the Principles of Naturé.
For if Refolution of the fuperfluous Humidity
from them, thould fuddenly be made ({éeing
the Humid differs not fromthe Dry, by rea-
{fon of the firong AMixtion, which they have)
the Humidity of the Mixtion would be refolved
with the Drynefs, and fo the whole vanifh into
Fame;nor could the Humidity be {eperated from
the Drynefs in Refolurion, by reafon of the firong
Usnion which they have each with aother.

" Of thisWe fee a manifelt Experiment in Sub-
Lmarionof Spirits; for when inthem is made
afudden R:folntion by Suslimation, the Humid is
not f{eparated from the Dry , nor the Dry from
thse Humid , being divided into all the Parrs
of their Mixtien, but their whole Subftance a-
fcends , or little of the Aixture is diflolved.
Therefore the fucceflive diuturnal and equal
Ref lurien of the {ubtile fumous Humidity, is
the Cazfe of the Inpiffation of Adetals . But
this Znfpiffation We cannot alfo make after this
manner ; therefore in this We cannot follow
Nature, for We cannot imitate Nature in all
Diff.rences of Propertics of Altion. . Wherefore
Our Intcntion is not to follow INature in the
Principles , nor in the Proporzionof mixable E-
lements , nor in the manner of mixing them
each with other ; nor in the equarion of in-
fpiffaring ( or thickning ) Z#Heat : all thefe
Things being to Us impoflible and wholly un-
known. Therefore it now remains, that We

fer about refuting the afore-mentioned Reafons

A

. & -




of Ssphiffers, through Ignoras
moft  excellent Scienge. :

e’

—y

CH AP

A '&ﬁgﬁttafzbn of tbhe
- femply denying Art, .

Reafons of My

Elements, and way of Mixing of them each
with other , alfo the Equation of Heat infpiffa-
ting AMecals .
fequent Accidents of the Aitions of Nature :
We grant the fame. Yer by reafon of this they
do not enervate Our Divine Science » becaufe
they are T%in;s We are neither willing nor a-
ble to know, any more than they can reach
ta Qur Work. But We aflume to Our felves

another Priucipls , and another Meshod of G-

neration of AMerals, in which We are able to
follow ANature.

If they fay Philofophers and Priunces of this

Werld, have defired this Sciemce and could
not find it , We anfiver , They lie. For fome
Prinees ( though few ) and efpecially the A n-
cient and prife Men found in Our Time , have
(as is manifeft) by their Indzftry, found out
this Science ; but would never by Word or Wi
ting difcover the fame to fuch Mey , becaufe
they are unworthy of it. Therefore They

and many other Cagfes and con- |

( 42 )

e any to pofie(s this Science, conceive
ggtgjri:l:rgin t%wir Ainds , and thence judge.
that none have found it. e

Further, if they phantaftically argue, affirm-

ing our Jmpotency, thatrwe cannot imitate Na-

ture even in weak Mixtions , as inthe Mixtion
of an .dfs or Oxe; therefore not in the firong -
We anfwer , derecting their manifold Error§
that there is no neceflity , from}th‘elr Way 0.
arguing, for Us to grant that our Art('i 1; ;;’ot 5
becaufe they firengthen their Eryor an an—~

 tafic , froma Like, or from a Grearer to a Lefs,
‘ 2

. RIS t contained Neceffity , but Contin-
; I:”vcv’hsl(;hs lgnr:-ﬁan}’ things. This alfo we fhew,by
another way, demonfirating, that they aflign
no apparent Similitnde between a weak Comix-
tion of Animals, andthe firmand firong Coms-

ofition of Minerals. For in Animals, ] aqd other
{iving Things, inwhich the Compofitionis weak,
there is not a perficient Proportion, nor Mifci-
bcsof Praporvion,nor Qualivics of Aifeibies, or
a Commixtion , which follows from the Acti-
on and Paffion of thofe Things each with other,
which is from the Aggregation of thofe ﬁrﬁ:
Dugalities ; but there is (according to the Opi-
nion Of Many) a Soxl, which is from the Ocenlt
Receffes of Nature, asfroma Duinteffence, or

" from the firft Mver. And of thisalfo we fpeak,

; ini f many , and know
according to the Opinion O s
not the Sceret thereof. Therefore , we _cannot.
erform fuch Things as thefe, although in them
is a weak Mixtion ; becaufe we know not hotvg
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vo-infufe the Perfe@ive , whichis the Sonl. Yei C 4% )
hence it follows » that the Defe¢t inus, that . : 4 C L a .
we cannot compound or makean Oxe, or a Goat ) But if they _otherwﬂ‘q argud, Th_atf_sp_“‘iﬁ 18
is not from the Parz of the Afixtion,but throughfpor changed into Species 3 we again fay, They
defect of Infufion of the Son!: becaufe, aswelfje , as thev are more accuftomed, than to
know how to makea weak and more weakffpeak trulv ofthefe Things : for Species is chasig=
Campaﬁt;',;n’ fo we alfo know how to makethe ed inTo Spccic:,in thismanner,ziz. WhC‘n theZndi-
‘ vidnal of one Speciesis changedinto the Individual

firong and more firong ; imirating the Way € Spec | . ,
‘and Cozrfe of Nature according to our Artificepfanorher. We fee & Werm, both narurally,and
by natural _Arrifice, to be turned into a Flye,

In AMrrals is leffer ferfe@ion than in Animals - ,
and the Perfeition of them confifts more in Pro-fvhich differs from it in Species; and a Calfe
pertion and Compofition, thanin any thing elfg irangled , to be rurned nto Bees ; Whear
Therefore, feeing in themislefs Perfeétion, thanoto Darnzl; and a Dog firangled’; into Wormses ;
.in thc other now mentioned 3 we can the nlDf'C y the pUtrcf‘.zr’.tion of Ebu'lirion. Yetwedo LOt
freely perfect thefe , but the other nor fo. Forjhis, bur Narmre, ro whom we adminifter ,
the motft High and Glorious G O D hath diftiny fdoth the fame. Likewifealfo, wealter not Nde-
guithed Perfeitions each from other, in manyfals, but Narure ; for whom, acording' to
£orms. And thofe Things, in which the Comspo- JArt , we prepare that AMatter : for The by her
firion (whichis according to Narure ) was weak, ftlf acts,not we ; yerwe are her Adminifirators,’
arc by GOD indued with greaterand morenoble] And it they by another Reafon thus argue,
Perfeition, viz. that, which is according to the fnd firengthen their own Sepbifticare Opinion;
-Soxl: and orher things by him made, of a more f2ying, : Narsre perfects Adetais in thounfands of
firm and more firong Comp:fition, as Stones and Jesrs, butyoucannot exrend your Life fo .!Cn"f';

re [We fay , that Narure alting on lier own Prin-

Mincrals ;' are indued wirh a leffer zid maore ) S g

ignoble Perfeltion , wiz.. that which is from Fiples (according to the Opinion of Ph:lofophers)
the Way of Adixtion. Therefore , henice *tisevi- fperfects them in Thoufands of 2Years ; bur be-
taufe We cannor follow . thofe Principles

dent , thar the Similit nde of thefe dden is not . St
good: for we are not ignorant how to form ftherefore, whether Nurure perfets thefe inma
Thoufand Yvars, or in moré or fewer, of in

an Oxe, ora Goat, inrefpect ofthe Compofition, : , - : i
but of the Perfective Form.. Becaufe Perfeétion |2 moment), their Perfwafion determines iior,

inan Oxe, orinaGoat, is morg nople and more
occult,than the Porfection confifting in a Aeral.
edbdatad Bur

oples, We have already in the precedent Afe-
gative Difconrfe fufliciently abbreviated | 'de-
clared, andin a more compleat Speech, in'the
. ’ . S#biequcnt

That We cannot imitate Narzre in her Prins _
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Subfequent will demonfirate : Yet accordmg t
the Opuuon of fome Wife and Difcerning AZea
Nature fuddenly perfects her intended Work
viz. in one Day, or in a fHorter Time. Al
though this thould be true, yet We cannot i
mitate Natare in the Principles, as We have fuf
ficiently proved, as a Thing moft manife
Therefore the remamder of this Aréume
We confefs, granting the whole to be certain
ly true.

_And if they fay from the Site of one
more Stars , Perfeffion is given to Metals
which Site We know not. To this We anfiver
We have no neceflity to know this Size; becautt
it is-not a Species of Thinzs Generable and Cor
rapnéle, but from the Individuals of it is mad
Generation and Corr#ption of {fomething, eve
, day s whence it is evident that the Site of Star
is. every day the Perfeitive and Corraptiv:
one or other Species of Individuals. Thereforei
" is not neceflary to expect the Size of Stars, ye
© it would be profitable; but it is fufficient fo
. Nataure only to difpofe; forfhe her felf bein
- Wife, difpofeth her Werk by the convenien
Sites of moveable Bodies : Yea, Natare car
aoc perform her own AMotion WIthOut the A4
tion and Size of Thinzs moveable. Thereforei
you difpcte the Arttﬁce of WNaturc; and con
fider whatfoever thall fallin from the Coxéin-
gewues of this Mag:ﬁer] » the W.rk will be dul
pcrfe&ed by Natare, under a due Sitz con;
venient for it , without any previous Confiders

/
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tion thereof.” For when We fee aWormr deduced
to a Being from a Dag , or other -purrefiable
Animal , We do not immediately -confider the
Site of the Stars, but the Difpofitions of the
furrounding Aér, and other Casfes (befides
that) perfeltive of Putrefaltion. From ducha
Confideration We fufficiently know , Wormes 1o
‘be produced into a Being , accordmg to Nas-
ture 3 for INuture finds out.a Site convenient
for her felf, although unknown by Us.

Alfo, I they fay Perfeltion is given in an
Injhmt > and Our Prepararion is:not madeinan
Inftant : And hence conclude, That Qur Afa-
giffery camnot be compleated by _Antifice;
therefore the .4r: isnot : We {ay their Heads
are fatuaté and void of Humane Reafon , and
they themfelves more like to Bmﬁ: than Aen 5
for they conclude from ‘Premifes, having no
zA{ﬁnity with that -which -i1s related.

- Therefore this way of arguing (An» Afs rsns,
vergo Thon art 2 Goat ) fignifies as much as
theirs. ‘And that far this Re‘dfan , Alrthough
Preparation be not madein.an Iuflant, yet:that
-hinders not, "but that the Form or Rerfeition
‘may be given in an ZInffast .to the Adatter
sprepared ; for ‘Preparation isnot Perfeilion, but
a c1fpoﬁng to. receive the Form.

‘Moreover , -If they fay that -it is eafier to
‘de&roy Naturdl Thinrsithan to make them by
sArtifice , and that we can fcarcely deftroy
1Gold, and thence conclude it to be impofilible
i X} make the-fame: We .anfwer, That fo fay-

ing




- it hath aftrong Compoefition, it muft needs have

. Ca9 )
hetake Our Selves to ‘the Reafons of Men-deny-
ng the Art, from Things given; and their
Refurations. '

C48)
ing they cornclude not of a neceflity, by which
“We are compelled to grant Geld cannot be
‘made : For feeing it is difficultly deftroyed,
‘and more difficultly made;  but is not im-
poflible that it may be made ( of whichdifsf
ficulty We affign this Reafon, wviz. Becaufe

m——

CHAP. IV.

Divers Opz‘ézioﬂs (_Jf t/jbje who fuppofe
the Art to be. |

-a more difficult Refolution , and therefore is§-
‘difficultly defiroved ; ) ver hence they thinkj
the Conflruttion or Mak;ng of it impoihble,
becaufe they know not its Aresficial Dejiruition,
-according to-the Coxrfe of Nature. PerhapsQ.
~they have by Tiy:l proved it tobeof a firongffindeed affirm that this Ars and Magiftery isto
" Compofition, but of how ftrong d Compofitioy be found in Spirits, but others in Bodses; fome
"have not tryed. Thus moft dear Son, Wehavelfin Salts , Allomes, Nitres, and Boraces , but
- prefented to you, and refuted, thé PhantafiesQothers in all Pegerable Things. And among all
- of Sophbifters. v - jthe aforefaid , fome partly well and partly ill,
i Therefore now °’tis expedient We fhould,others altogether evil, judging of this Divine
according to Our Promife, pafs tothofe ThirgsfMagiftery,, commit. that their Fadgment to
that are to be determined, touching the Rea-JPofferity. Yer from the multiplicities of their

V VE find very many Ader with adiverfe
- Intention, {uppofling this Art. Some

fons Of Men denying the Art', from ThingQErrors, We have gathered the Truth, and this

hath happéned to Us , with difficult and la-
borious conjectural Warine(s , and long and
tedious Experience , with the Interpofition of
great Charges ; for their Error hath very often
dgﬁurl_)ed the Difpofition of Qur Mind and Rea-
on , andalmoft inferred Defperation. Be they
therefore blafphemed to Erernity , becaufe
they have left to their Poftcrity Blafphermeics and
a Curfe , and by their Error brought the fame
oz Men Philofophifing. For they left not be-
: o E hind

given, or on Swppofition.. Which being duly ex-
"amined , We {hall‘then come to  determine
.- thofe Things, which are Principles of the In-
tention of INaturey; the Effence of which We
- fhall more- fufficiently difcourfe of in the
following : Burt after that Determzination, “We
¢ fhall alfo fpeak of thofe Thizn:s” that are the
Principles of Our Magiftery. Yetin trearing of
the Firft, We make an univerfal., but in the
following a fingular Difcernr/¢ Oof every onco
~ the Principles. Butnow for the prefent We ﬁlr{it
S betake
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- hindthem after theirDears, Peyity, but a Diabe
Lick Fnftigation rather ; and I thall be accurfe
if T Correé& not the -Errors of thofe Men, an(
t€ach the Trxuth in this Science, which thj
ruc drs rather requires : For this Magifte
needs not a Speech occult, nor wholly mani
feft. Therefore We fhall
Words as may not be hid from the Wife, bu
to Men of mean Capacity it Will be moft pro
found , and Fools thall be abfolutely debarr
from Entrance therein.
in one and the fame D fcourfe.
But returning to Our Parpofe
o pofite this .4t in
manifoldly divers.
Stone of Philofophers
of Argentvive 5

muft neceﬂ'ariiy be mad;
others of Sulphur and of _4y

to it, others of Marchafte

nick in affinity
fome of Turia and Magnefiz, and not a few g

Salarmeniac. And of thofe who favy i

dies, fome will have it in Lead .

very of the other Bddies:

Glsfs, fomein Gems; others in the Diverfiris
of Salts, Allomes Nitres , and Boracess and
fome in every kind of Vegetables: And ever
ornie of thefe Suppofers is adverfe to the other
according to his Suppofition: and being adverf:
to thefé, he believes himfelf to be fimply
adverfe to the 47t. And for the moft part Wg
find cither of thefe Seéts void of Reafon.

CHAP,

treat of it in fucll

Which Weintend herd

v(?;r)'

CH AP V. |
of 1be Reaﬁ_ﬁz; of Men denying the Art
Juppofed zn Suiphur. | |

Some fuppofing to find this A+ in Sulphzr ,

imploy their whole Labour in Sulplzr, and
being ignorant of the Perfeétion of the Prepa-
ration, they leave the Preparation it {Elf un-
compleat ; for they conceit that Cleanfing and
Purifying only will be a Preparationof Perfetti—
on. But thisisdone by Swélimation, therefore
brought to their Iutention , as they think ; be-
caufe they judge that Sublimation only in.Ssul-
phnr is the Perfeition of its -P'i’epanzt.zon' 3 and_ _
likewife in its Coempeer , wiz. Arfnick they
are induced to the like Pudgment. Therefore
coming to Projeition, whichis with Znzrention of
Alteration, they fee that to be-burned' and va-
nifh, and not lorng to abide in, Bodics and.
thofe Bodies to be left more unclean than they
were before Projeétior of their Afarrer upon
them. Now feeing this Delufion in the Coes-
pleatment of their Work,and thatinalong time,
whereas before they concluded.in théir Adinds,
that this Science was to be fourd in Salphus
only ; but now having not therein found

f it, theyargue it is impoffible to find it inan

other Thing ; wherefore, being not found in
- E 2 this
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this or that, they conclude ’tis nQ where tg

be found. '
The Confutationof the precedent Reafons,

~o thefe We briefly anfwwer and fay, that in
= this they underftand little,and are lefs Wife;
- becaufe they fuppofe Sxlpbur only to be the
- Matter of Our Stone. If this their Suppofition
were true ; yet in the way of Preparation they
are deceived ; becaufe they conceit S#blimati-
en only to be fufficient : For they are like to
a Child, who from his firft Wativity, unto Old
~Age , is fhut up within an Ho#fe , not think-
ing the Latitnds of the Worldto be extended be-
yond the Laritude of his Houfe , or beyond
what he can with his Eyes fee in the Houfe,

So they, having not imployed their Zabonr in-

many Strenes , could not difcern from which
Our M:dicine fhould be extracted , and from
which not ; from which alfo abftaining, they
might fpare an abundant Laboezr of their Hands.
Therefore, what Labosr would be perfeflive,
or not perfective, they are defervedly igno-
rant. PBut why was their Work defective? We

fay , becaufe they left the burning Property
and Fligsr ip the Sulpbur ; both which do not
only not perfect, bur alfo diflipate and de~
firoy.

CHAP.

teaving the Flight (OI: Folatility) in irt,

.the Periry thereof;

C 53D

'CHAP. VL

Of the Reafons of Men denyzig the Art
" fuppofed su Arinick, and the:ir Refuta-
tzown. ' '

Ut others judging this Stone muft neceflari-

ly be found in tie fame, andin its Coms-
peers Ar[nick , and more profoundly intent on
the Confummarian of the Work, do not only

by a Sublimation cleanfe the burning Salpbureity,

but alfo endeavour to remove the Terreftreity,
Thefe
in like manner, ‘coming to Projeézumn, find a
Délufion in it; becaufe their AMdedicineadheres

-not ftably in thofe very Bodies, burfucceflfive—
1y, and by little and little vanifheth,leayving fuch

a. Badg.in its former Condition. Hence thefe
alfo, k‘mde’mning Art, argue likethe former;
and to them We anfwer, as We did to the
Firft, affirming the 4rr, and that We know
it to be, becaufe We have feen and touched
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CHAP VIL

The Reafousof Men denying Art luppo-
- fed iz Sulphur, Argentvive, Tutia,
- Magnefia , Marchafite, a#d Salarmo-

niac, with tbeir Re efutation.

OTher fomc more profoundly fee into the
T Work,, and cleanfe their Swbjefts, rakin

-away both Flight and Aduftion s and they make
it fixt and €drthy;; having no good Fefior in
Hear of Fire, but a vitrificatory Fufion only ;
whence, in PRrojeltion it cannot mix with Bo-
dies. ~ Therefore they alfo argue, as the firft,
and to thefe We anfwer, as to the firft :  Be-
carfe they left their Work imperfet, not know-
ing how to compleat it. For the Ingrefs,
which is the Tliimate Perfelive , thg knew
"hot how tofarch out. - - : : Co
" In all other Spirits likewife, isthe fame way
of Preparation ,” except that in Argentviye and
Tutiad's, We are-exculed fromgreater Labonr,
than Remotion of their Aduftion ; for thefs have
not an_aduftible and inflamable Sulpbsureity,
‘but only Polatility.  But Magnefia’s, and Mar—
chafites , have everv kind of Snilphureity (Mar-
" thafite more, and Magnefia le3) yet all have
- Flight or Volatility, Arcentvive more, and Sal-
grreponiac lefs; but Szlpbur yet lefs than irs
o o Comp ce 7 :

C58)

Compeer = "and fourthly , Marchafite lefsthan is;
fifthly, Magnefia lefs than that : and lafily, Tx-
sia lealt of all. But either of thefe partaking
more or lefs of Polatility, fome Experimentators,
by reafon of this Flight, have been vehement-
ty deceived in the Operarions of their Prepara-
tions , and in their Projeétions likewife. There-
fore thefe alfo argue and condemn the A7¢,
as others, fuppofing it in S#lphar; and to
thefe We anfwer , as to thofe fuppofing it in

7 St{lpbﬂr.‘ A

p—y

CHAZP. VIIL

The Reafons of Men. denying the Art
[uppofed in Spirits, to be fixed to-
gether with Bodies; ard their Re-

- futation,

T Here are Others alfo endeavouring to fix

Spirits in Bodiés, without any other pre- |
cedent Preparation : but Delzfion perplexing
them, hath on them likewife brought Sadnefs
and Defparation ;3 and they are compelled
thence to believe, that this Sciemge is not ;
and confcquently to argue againft it.. For

git is a Caufe of Difturbance and Incredmlity in
“them, that .in the Fufios of Bodies, they lofe

their Spirits, which cannot adhere to the
fame Bodies;, but flie from the dfperity

t
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of the Fire, the Bodies only remaining there

- in : ‘begaufe they cannot bear the Preflure of
- the Fird's Violence, by reafon of Volatility
which is not removed from them.  Likewife,
Delufion— {fometimes happens, becaufe wirc
thofe Spirits, Bodies do alfo fly away; -and this
is, when the not-fixed Spirits infeparably ad-
here ‘to Bodies in their Profundity ;' becaufe
the Sum of the VPolatile overcomes the Sam
of ‘thie Fixed, ‘Whence alfo they likewife,
as the firft; argue, and we to them likewife,
as to the firft, anfwer. Therefore this turns
wholly to their Reproach. o
Sons of Learning, if you -would convert
Bodies, then (Wé fay) if it be poflible to
effelt this by ‘any- Matter, it muft-neccflarily
be done by Spirits; but it is not poflible that
thefe Spirits not fixed fhould profitably ad-
here to Bodies ; for they fly away, ‘and leave
them unclean. Nor can thefe Spirits, being
fixed, poflibly have [agrefs, when they
. Bre-made Earth, which flows not.  And wheil
fuch ‘Spirits included in Bodies appear fixed,
yet they are not ; but eitherrecede from them;
they remaining, or both take their flight to-
gether. . Therefore, feeing in a Afatier more
nigh, it is' by no means poflible to find out
this Art, in a AMatter more remorte it cannot
be found. - Ergoe, fay théy; 'tis no where found;
To . thefe: our .Anfwer is this, Whatfoever is
knowable in this: 47z they do not throughly
Ynow; - therefore do they not throughly. find
O S o ous

Snty
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sut what is , or. may be operated with it.
Therefore, the fallowing Deficiency of their
work, is the effe(t’ of their own Rafbnefs. '

CHAP IX

The Recfons of Mendenying the Art [up-
D pofed in Bodies, and firfl in White
" Lead , that is, 'Tin or Jupiter, and
their Confutation, - o
QOme pofite the Art in Bodies , but when
“ they come to the Wourk_ it felf, they are
deluded ; judging either Lead ,
and White - (not pure in Whitenefs) to be much
aflimilated and approximate to the Natzre of
Sol and Luna ; the Livid is indeed much ap-
proximate to So/, but to Luna little 5 and the
white much to L#na, but little to Sol. There-
fore fome of thefe Men conceiting Tinor fz-
}u'teg- to- be much like to Luna or Silver (dif-
fering orly in the harfh found , f{oftnefs, and
very {wift Liguefaltion) believing ir eahly mele-
ed , by reafon of the fuperfluity ‘of its Humsi—
dity 5 dndfoft, -by reafon of the Fugitive Sub-
flance of Argentwsve in it , refiding-in the Pares
poffe(ling that 'harfh Sound; - they Calcine
the fame , kecping it in fuch -a Fire as 1t can
pear, -until it be Whité in its Calx, which they
afterward attempting to reduce, could. not;
T ..+ therefore

viz. the Livid >
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sideed it i fame, and acting contrary to
therefore judged it impoflible to be e ffetedFupting the ’ , A
. ~ : ' heir Psrpofe; therefore they caft away their
And fome of thefe could reduce fomewhy; ;}@_, _rg torted their Heads, and affirmed

from it ;, and found the fame harth found, his True and Divine 4rt to be frivolous.

fofinefs , and eafie Ligucfaition in that, as be- : .
fore. ‘Therefore they believed this irn;’)oﬂib{c f}fref‘(‘){v ecrthef‘c Men We anfwer, with Our N
rft an .

by this way, and fo were induced to Zucre.
dzlity ; thinking the .47¢ of hardning it, no
poflible to be found our, But fome of thef
Calcined Tin, andreduced it; and again, re-
moving the Scoriz thereof, with greater force
of Fire calcined and reduced it ; and fo by often
reiterating that, Work, they found their Ti
hardned , and withour that harfh found :
But becaufe ‘they had not wholly taken away
the fwiftnefd of 'its L:guefadtion, their Mind
erred, andthey judgedit a thing nor poilible
To atrain tothat. Wherefore of thefe, others
alfo , willing to procure hardnefs to ir, and
a Retardarion of Liguefaition, with the _44.
miniftratisn of hard Bodies , have fallen intoa
Delufion, ‘and believed , - that it would break
whatfoever hard Bodies was mixed with it;
and that in this Work no-Preparation .could
help them. Therefore when they could neither
prepare {it with hard Bodies, nor with Fire;
;hcy excfg:fed themftlves for being fo long de-
Jayed in finding ourt the A4r¢; becaufe shey be-B " -7 ° WO Rednétions from its Calx )
licved it impoflible : and earneftly arguing a- 'iaélclg?v,esagcc;rf:rther Hardning , but rather
ganft the Ars, pofitively affirmed 1t Not toR ater Softnefs, than it had at firft; apd.in
be. Befides: thefe, fome others adding many pther —Dgﬁ-'"erengi,es likewife , ‘they fee it not a-
Medicamenrs, faw théem making no Mzt ation ended.  'Therefore when’they thinking .in
nor agreeing with their Tin, bur rather cor- " o T | ’ S 1
;L : -7 T SR - - rupting e

——

C HAP X

The Realons of Mplfz df?f)’z‘ﬁ(g‘ the zfrt;ﬁl -
tvled 2n Black Lead or Saturn.

He fame Delufion they alfo find in _Blaq.k
B Lead, or Saturn 3 except only that it
preaks not Bodies, andis fooner reduced roa
alx than Fupirer. Yet itsLivid Colonr they can-
ot remove,becaufe they are ignoranttof that;
herefore they cannot whiten, with good Deal-
bation ; nor could they ever, by their Phanta-
» fo ftably aflociate it with ftably Bodﬂ.es >
but that it would by firong Expreffion of Fire,
ecede from the Commixtion. And indeed Lead
doth exceedingly deceive: them ( fuppofing
n'the Preparation thereof -much is fited, apc!
hat this Science can be found in none, but it)
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it to find what is more nigh and better, fin
it not; they are compelled to believe and ar
gue that rhe Science is no other, than a D :
Isfion 5 and thereforc they offend ,  as th - CHAP XIIL
former. ' S
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[he Redfons of Men dewnying the At fups
— R pofed, in the Mixtion of Huird Podzes
with Soft, and of Perfeit Bodies with
the Imperfect.

CHAP IL

- The Reafons of Men denying the Art [uf
. pofed 13 the Mixtion of Hard Bodu
with Hard, and of Soft with S

Bﬁt others compound hard Bodies with hard
R ‘and foft-with foft, by reafon of Conw
wlency , would have Bedies to be tranfimute
édch 'into other, and to tranfinute; an
“that they could not attain to by reafon d
their fgnorance. For they, permixing Sol, o
Erna, with Penxs , or with any other of ti
A 4ls , could not tranfinute them into Gu
of" Silver’, with firm T'ranfmutation ; but the
Tound ‘every one of them, by the firong Es
preffion of Fire, féparated from the Commsixti
en, and burnt, or reduced to its former N«
thdre. " Yet {ome of thefe Bodies dure in th
Commixtion, others not ; asisby us fufficien
R ‘Khown. - Therefore ,” thefe Delufions, {uper
‘refitenc through Finorance , make fuch M
to-defpair of the 4rf, and argue it is ng

Thers, more intitnately and profoundly
fearching, have thought and been peér-
waded, they could find out a way of caufing
ard Bodies uinited with Soft, firmly to endure,
and Imperfet Bodies united with the Pérfeét, to
be reduced to Perfection; and that generally
they would be tranfinuted each into other, and
tranfinute with firm tranfinuration. There- .
fore they would find out the Affinity and Si-
militude of them, both by Aedicisies, andby
the Adminiftration of Fire, attenuating the
Grofs 3 as Penns and Mars, and iafpiflating the
Subtile 5 as is fapiter, and its like. And {fome
of them, believing they could compleat this
Adminiftration, were deluded in the Com-
mixtion of thefe Hard Bodes, with the Soft,
either becaufe the one made the other alto-
gether frangible ; or elfe the Soft was not at
all altered by the Hard, or the Hard in no wife
altered by the Soft. Thus they, nor finding
jn being. B -fout the Coxvimiency, did therefore deny the
O e o CTH A P Art to be, .
- a i CHAP.

L4
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I

o _ L indeed, neither Glafs nor Gems have Ingrefs,
CHAP XIIL therefore alter not. And when they endea-
" voured to unite the Glafs with them ( which

" The Reafons of Men denying the vl ic difficult to be done ) they miffed of their

fuppofed ; in Extraction of the SoulR Purpofe ; becaufe they made their Bodies alfo

or 11 the Regimenz of Fzre. Glafs: and by reafon of this, they concluded-

_ this Error to fall upon the whole _#r¢z, and

BUT Others; yet moreintimately and morf} fo argue that it is not. To whom we an-

profoundly infpeéting, would alter B.dij fwer, they operated not in due Matrer ; thcrc-—,
with Ektraction of their Soxl/, and wich thf§ fore unduly detel‘mmmg_, they cannot but comn-
Extracted Soul all other things likewife. Yef§ demn this <Arr according to their own Er-
the Experience of thofe Men co 1d ot readl #rs. '
to that, but they were deluded in their I
tention; dnd accordinglv judged the .drt na
poflible to be found out, And Others, en-
deavouring to perfect Eodies by Fire only, CHAP XV
were deluded in their Opinions becaufe they ,
knew not how toattain to that. And thele acQ The Reafons of Men desying the art {up-
cordingly think the .4r¢ nottobe. All whictfj poled zm Middle Minerals, or Veges
we anfwér, as the firft. tatles,"or in the Commriz:ion of any
other Thimgs.

? - CH A P. XIV.
The Rc}zfoﬂs of Mez denying the Art [up-
. Pofed, in Glafs and Gems, and thes
Refutatios. | |

found in §a/ts and Afloms , Nitres and
Boraces; who may indeed in thefe make Try-
al, -bur (as we judg ) not find it in them.
Tl

T'HEY who pofite this r¢ in Glafs and

Kfrerience, find fome finall Trility of Tranf-
Gems, have forind, that Alteration canno

3utation,ziz, by Diflolving, Coagulating, and

I be made in Bodies, by Gems and Glafs; be=.
— @ caufe, what hath not Ingrefs, alters not. But

.’THere are Others, fuppofing the _4r¢ to be

dherefore, although they fhould, by theig

Coalting;
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 Coadling; yet1 that doth not enervate this’ Dwme'
Art, which is both neceflary and known;
‘Neverthelefs, it is polflible, that in all thefe
Things they may find fome Alteration ;- but
that 1s very remoté, and exceeding Laborlous :
‘and in all other Growing Things, it is proved
to be more Laborious to fuch Suppofers.
Therefore they, who pofieft this 47¢ in all
“Wegetables,doindeed determine whatis poflible, Cornmemoracxon of them,
~but not to them ; who fhall firft fail in their

€ €5y

ouf'ne[‘s of IVords, refolve to infift upon thefé
nities, where we briefly treat of the Tni-
erfal Science, by.which they will be able evi-
ently to .amend the Infinity of their Errors;
nd correét them. But at this time, we muﬂ:
eft difculs Natural Principles according to
heir Canfes (.as we told you before ) and by

%.abour, before the Work_ laboured can pofli-

find not the A7t by their Labours, it muft not
be argued, that the 4r¢ cannot by any La-
bours be found out., All the before-menti-

bly be perfeted. Wherefore, if fuch Men Brpe Tlird Part of this Firft Book ; OF
Natural Principles, and their Effect.

~———aa

—

oned Erroncons Perfons determined one Mat- |
ter of theirs to be the only Adatter, and fup- | C H AP L
pofed there was no o.her AMatter befides ‘ )

the, other‘.
But there are many Others, and thofe al-
- moft infinite, ¥ho 1gnorantly, aild without || 202 -A’fv’c
knowledg, make a Compofition of all, or of

- -

dioufhefs mdmg to Rednefs. Thercfore ,
-.’. QF

-

that; and thefe now do indeced conclemn all f l/J/’ Noitiral T’rmz‘zp[es of ﬂfﬂtalfcé
Rodies acco; ding to f/Je Oz)zmo*z of'-

fome of thefe Things, in a diverfe Proportn— (X 7E now ﬁomﬁe toyou, that \accordmg

on; and their Error is extended even to In- to the: Opmm of the Ancients, who
‘ﬁmt], gccording to the Infinite Diverfity ere of our Seté , ftudious of Art) Natseral

the Proportion of things mixable, and tl rlnL'tPles in the I’Vork of INature are, a Fetert
Infinite Dsverficy of mifcible Moatters. And pmt, and Living Water ; whicltis alfo named
in both thefe Infinities they infinitely err ; fome- Pry Water, Thefe We granr > and thus define
“fimes through Szp< mbozmdance, and fomet:mcs he Fetent Spirir, It is white in Occuliro , and
through. Dzmmutwn vetin thefe, Correition éd and Black of either fide, in the AZzgiffery

1s p_oﬁiblc. Lnd vithour prolixjtv, or te-"@fthis Wurk ; bur, in Mﬂn:feﬁ‘o, of"- €lth€I‘ ﬁdc

in a brxeL_,
and
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Salphur likewife altered and changed into
Earth. .Whence they fay, that in the Intents—
onof Nature , the Principle was other, than a
feetent Spirit, and fugitive Spirir. And the Rea-
fon, that moved themhereunto, was this, »/z.
becavfe , inthe Silver Alines ; orin the Mines
of other AZetals , they found not any thing
that is Argentvive in its Nature, of any thing
that is S#lphur likewife; but they found each
of them feparated in its proper Mine, in its
own Natxre. And they alfo affirm this for an-
other Rcafon; viz. becaufe there is no ‘tran-
fition (as they fay ) from Contrary to Contra-
vy, unlefs by a Adiddle Difpofition, ~ Therefore,
fecing it O is, they are compelled to confefs
and believe that there is no Tranfition ( or
Pafling ) from the Softnes of Argenivive, ro
the hardnefS of any AMetal , unlefs by a
Difpsfition, which is between the Hard=
nefs and Softnefs of them. But in the
Mines they find not any thing, in which this
Middle Difpafition may be falved ; therefore
they are compelled hence to believe, that 4r-
gentvive and Sulphar, in their Nature, are not
the Principles according tothe Intention of Na-
ture : but another Thing, which follows from
the Alteration of their Effences, jn the Roor of
Nature, into an Earthy Subffance. And this
1s the Way, by which each of them is tarned
nto an Earthy Natsre; and from thefe . two

€ 66 )
and alfo a fimply compleat ; and fufficiey
Speech, We declare the Genervation ; and wa
of Generation of each of thefe. Yet We mu
{fo far enlarge and dilate our Difcoxrfe , as
deliver a peculiar Chaprer of each fingular Ni
tural Principle. In general We now fay, tha
every one Of thefe is of a moft firong Co
pofition , anduniform Subftance ; and that, ‘b
caufe the Eairthy parts in them, dre throug
their leaft particles united with the iy
Watery, and Firy; 10 that in Refolution no oy
of them can be feparated , but each with 4
and every one is diffolved , byreafon of
firong Union , which they have each witho
ther, in their leaft particles; and that leifur
ly, in the Adincral Bowels of the Earth , b
Hear condenfed, multiplied , and (accordiy
to the due Comrfe of Natzre) equalized tot
Exigency of their Effence , according 10 the ¢
pinion of certain Ancient Philofophers,

CHAP IL

Of- the Nutural Principles of Metals
" according’ to the Opiuion of Moder
Philofopbers-, and of the Author.

Ut others fay otherwife, That drgentvis
*-in* its INarure was not the Principle , - W
-altered , and converted inte its Earth, . ;
SR \ - Suip

by Hear multiplied in the Bowels of the Earths
: F a2z ' anc

o~

Earthy Natares, a moft thin Frme is refolved, -

3




T T e R RS RS W T
¢

.. e8>y |
and this Dauplicate Fumeis the immediaté Mat:
rer of Metals.

~ ‘This Fume, when it fhall be Decocted by the

¢ 69 )

~

CHAP IIL

temperate Hear of the Mine, is converted in-gThe Divifron of wwbat are to be [poken,

" to the INNatwre of a certain Earth ; therefore
it receives a ceértain Fixation, which after-
ward the Warer ( flowing through the Bow-
‘els of the Minera | and Spongiofity of the
* Earth ) diflolves, and is uniformly united to
it, with a natural and firm Ux#éen. There

~ fore, {o opining , they thus faid, That the
‘Water “flowing through the Paflages of the
Earth; finds a Suiffance diffolvible from the
‘Subftance of the Earth in the Bowels thereof,
‘and diflolves the fame, and is uniformly with
it united, until ‘the Subfance alfo of the Earth
in _the AdLines is  diffolved, and the flowing
diffolving Water and it become one with Na.
‘tural Union, And to fuch a Adixtion come
all_the Elements,  according to a due natural
Praportien, and- are mixed through their leaft
Parts, until they make an. Uniform Afixtion:
And this Mixtion; by fucceflive Decottionin the
AMine, is thickned, hardned, and made a AZe-
tal. And indeed, thefe Men, although they
be nigh the Tirzth) -yet they do. not conje-

Cture the vewy Trurh;

CHAP;

touchsng the Three Principles, viz.
Sulphur, Arfenick, and Argentvive.

YO W, having finifhed our Univerfal Dif-
courfe of the Narzural Principles of Me-

tals ; 1t remains, thatwe here give a peculiar
Chapter to each one of the Principles. There-.
fore, fecing they are Three, viz. Sulpbur, Arfe-
nick, and Argentvive ; the firft fthall be of Saul-=

phur, the {econd of Arfenick , and the third of

Argentvius.  Afterward, of every of the Me-~
tals, which are the Effeéts of thefe Principles,
we give a peculiar Chaprér, according to what
it is from the Work of Nature. This being
done, we, defcending to thofe Things which
are theFundamentals of this AMagiftery, and to
their Operations,will ailign the Canfes of all thefe,

CHAP IV.
Of Sulphur.

T Herefore we fay, that Sulphur is a f‘atne@

of the Earth, by temperate Decoltion in .
the Mine of the Earth thickned , until it be
o - F 3 hardned
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hardned ar_xd made dry; and when it is hards

ned, it is called Sxlpbur. Indeed Sulpbur hath
~ an Hpmogeneal and .moft ftrong Compofition,
and is of an Uniform Subffance in its naturai
parts, becaife it is Homogeneal. Therefore,
its Oyl is not taken fromit, as from other things
having Oy! by Difillation. Wherefore they,
who firive to calcine it, not lofing any thing
of the Subfance of that with which it thould
bc. cured, do labour in vain ; becaufe it can-
not be calcined, unlefs by great Znduftry, and
with lofs of much of the Subffance thereof,
For of an hundred Parts, you fhall {carcely
. referve three to your felf afrer Calcination.
Likewife, it cannot be fixed, unlefs it be firft
calcined ; yet it may be mixed, andits flight
in'fome meafure retarded, and its Aduftion

yept‘;jfi‘ed ;".anq being commixed, may more
€afily ' be calcined. Therefore, he who en-

deavours to extract our Work from it,

- - . - . - N b ’
ggc_parmg it by it felf, he fhall not obtaig
18 end; becaufe it muft be perfected with
Mixtion , and without that the Magiftery
yy_gu_ldz be prolonged éven to Defperation.  Yet
With its Compeer a Tintture is made, and it
gives compleat Weight to every of the Adetals,
and, cleanfeth and illufirates them: and it is
, perfeéted with our Aagiftery, without which
it performs none of thefe things, but rathef
cotrupts and blackens, ~ Therefore iife it not
fvithout this Adagiffsry. o
- AllS; he WHO in Preparation knows how

P A

o commix, and unite it amicably with Bodics,
knows one of the Greateft Secrets of Natare,
and one way Of Perfeétion : for there are ma-
ny Ways to one Effeft, and one Intenr. And
whatfoever Body is calcined with it;, undoubt-
edly receives weight ; yea, Copper from it al~
fumes the Effigies of Sol. Alfo Mercnry is af-
fociated with ir, and by Sublimation becomes
Ufifar (or Cinnabar.) Laftly, All Bodies, ex~
cept Sol and -Fup:ter, are ealily calcined with
it; but Se/ moft difficultly. And Argentvive
is not coagulated with it into Gold or Silvir
( in which is profit) by a mean Artifice, as
fome fatuate Philofspbers have thought. And
further we fay, that whatfoever Bodies have
lets Humid:ity, they are more eafily calcined
by Sulpbzr, than thofe which have much.
Through the moft High G O D, it illuminates
every Body; becaufe it is Light, .Allm, and
Tinéture. Allo, 1t is moft dificultly diffolved,
becaufe it hath not falfuginous, but oleginous
Parts, which are not eafily diflolved into Wa-
ter. But what are eafily, or difficulcly diffol-
ved into Water, we fhall plainly enough de-
monftrate in the Chapter of Solution. It is
indeed fublimed, becaufe it is Spirir. And if
it be mixed with Penas, and united to it, it
becomes a wonderful Fiheler Colonr. With
Mercury alfo it may be mixed, and of them
is made by IDecoction a Celeftial and Delight-
ful Colonr: Yet, let no Man think that S#lphsr
.can by it felf compleat the Work of Alchinszy.
o | Fg4 For




For it would be no lefs than Pauity to thin
this, as we fhall very fufficiently prove in thd
following. But let the Grofs and Lucid be cho.
fen. Thefe may fuffice to be fpoken of Sull

CHAP VL |
Of Argentvive, or Mercury.

A

-

4 " A Rgenmtwive, which alfo is called Mercury
by the dncicnes, is a vifcous Water in
§ the Bowels of the Earth, by moft tempe-
§ rate Heat united, ina total Unien through its
lcaft parts, with the fubfitancé of white fubtile
» | | Earih, until the Humid be contempered by the
l.T now remains that we at prefent fpeak offf Dry, and the Dry by the Humid, equally.
Arfenick. We fay-it is of a {ubtile AZarter] Therefore it eafily runs upon a plain Super-
2nd like to Sa#lphar; thereforeir needs notbdll ficies, by reafon of its Watery Humidity ; but
otherwife defined than Salpbur. But it is diff it adheres nort, although it hath a vifcous Hy-
verfified from Sulpbar in this, viz. becaufe i) midity, by reafon of the Drynefs of that which
is eafily a Tinéture of Whitenefs, but of Redne[@ contemperatesit, and permits it not to adhere.
moft difficulcly : and Salpbhnr, of Whitenefs mofifg It is alfo (‘asfomefay ) the Mutter of Merals
difficultly : but of Rednefs eafily. * OF Sulphufl with Ssulpbur. And it cafily adheres to three A4:-
and Arfenick there is a twofold Kind, viz. Cil serals, viz. to Satnrn, and Fepiter, and Sol,
trine and Red, which are profitable to this 4r¢;f but to LZ#na more difficultly. To Penns more
but themany other Kinds not fo. _Avfenick isf| difficultly than to Zmsa; but to AMars in no
fixed as Swlphur ; but the Sublimation of eitherff] wife , unlefs by Artifice. Therefore hence
is beft from the Calx of Aderals. Yet Szlpbur you may colleCt a very great Szcrer. For it
and drfenick are nor the ‘perfective AMarterf is amicable, and pleafing to Aetals, and the
of this Woerk : for they are not compleat to} Medium of conjoyning Z:xttures ; and nothing
Perfection s 'yet they may be an help to Perfe-§ is fubmerged in Argentvive, unlefs it be Sok
&ion in the Cafe. But the Lucid and scaly Yet Fupiter and Saturn, Luna and Pensns, are
and Sciffile muft be taken, - ¢ - - diffiolved by it, and mixed ;s and without ir,
R none of the Metals can be gilded. It is fix~
€d, and it is a Tindwure of Rednefs of moft
oo R o exuberant

CHAP V,
Of Arfenick.

e

"CHAB
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exuberant Refeltion, and fulgid Splendor ; and
then it recedes not fram the Commixtion, un-
til it is in its own Nature. Yet it is not our
Medicine in its Narure ; Lut it can fometimes
likewife help-in the Cafe,

CHAP. VIL

of the Effeéts of the ‘Prim‘*z' les of
Nature, which are Metallick godies.

WE now fpeak of Adetallick Bodies, which

are the Effeéts of thefe Principles of Na-
ture. Thefe are Six in number, v:z. Gold, Sil-
wer, Lead, Tin, Copper, and Iron. ‘Therefore
we fay, a Metal is a Mineral fufible Body, ex-
tenfible with all Dimenfionsunder the Hammer.
Buta AMeral is (as we fayd) of a denfe Sub-
ffance, and of moft firong and firm Compofiri-
on. ' And Afctals have greart affinity each with
other, yet the perfect perfects not the dimi-
nithed, by its Cossmixtion. For if Geld be mix-
ed in fufion with Lead, this Lczd becomes not
Gold, but vanitheth from the Adixtion, and
is burnt 3 the Gold in the mean while ftands
the Tryal. Solikewife, in inftancing the other,
it falls according to the Common Cosrfe. Bur,
according to aur Magiftery, the Perfeit helps
the Jmperfeét ; and the Imperfett, in our Ma-
giﬂ‘ezy, by it felf is Perfe@ed, without the Ad-
£ A - * . miniftration

E

C7s ) |
miniftration of any Extraneous Thing. And
through G O D, they alter each other, and are-
alcered ; and they perfect ‘each other, and are
perfeted : and oneonly by it felf is perfected
without the help of another.

CHAP. VIIL
Of Sol, or Gold.

W E have already given you, in a General
; Chapter. the Swm of the Intention of
Metals ; and here we now intend to make a
fpecial Declaration of each one.  And firft of
Gold. We {ay, Gold isa Metallick_Body, Citrine, -
ponderous, mute, fulgid, equally digefted in
the Bowels of the Earth, and very long wafth-
ed with Mineral Water; under th